Minutes of the Meeting of the Shepton Mallet Town Council held on 3 January 2006, in
the Salvation Army Rooms, Commercial Road, Shepton Mallet.
Present: Chairman - Councillor J Bartlett
Mr T. Fone, Mr J.E. Gilham, Mr C.C. Inchley, Mr N. Jeremiah, Mr M. Lovell, Mrs L.A. Manvill, Mrs
J.M. Marsh, Mr T.S. O’Connor, Mrs M.R. Robinson, Mr N. F. Shearn and Mr A. Taylor
Nine members of the public and one member of the press were in attendance, also John Haines,
Chief Executive, Diana Rowe and Ian Douglas (Service Manager for Older People Services) from
the Somerset Partnership NHS and Social Care Trust.
The Chairman opened the meeting, welcoming members, the Chief Executive and representatives
from Somerset Partnership NHS and the general public. A brief was provided on Heath & Safety
requirements including emergency evacuation and assembly point procedures.
209./06 Public Forum
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Gilham, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting be adjourned for the matter to be transacted.
a) Tesco moving into town – Mr Clive Pearson raised further concerns and reservations
regarding this relocation and highlighted the trading problems which had occurred in other
towns, especially with the Tesco Express outlets opening which were now at the rate of 2
per week. He hoped that things would work out but he did envisage problems for existing
retailers.
b) Public Transport – Mr Clive Pearson informed that there was no further news. He was
still in discussion with First Bus and Mendip Primary Care Trust but would hopefully report
to the February meeting of Council.
c) Relocation of Cenotaph – Mr Taffy Stride made comments regarding the Minutes of the
20 December meeting. He hoped that the Council had now fallen in line with the parish
poll and that the Council would take the comments on board.
d) Shepton 21 – Mr Stride noted that, in the October Minutes, the Chairman had reported
that £25,000 of the previous Tesco 106 monies had been allocated to Shepton 21 and the
MCTI and he also understood that another sum of money had also been provided from a
further provider. He enquired whether any representative on that body could confirm this
matter and requested that enquiries be made. It was an important matter and, again, he
highlighted that Shepton 21 was an unelected body and did not represent the townsfolk.
e) Footpath Committee/Portfolio – Mr Stride reported that, due to previous matters and
after further thought, he wished to resign from the Footpaths Committee with immediate
effect and he wished no gratitude to be made for his services.
f) Brothers Drinks Expansion of Conditions – Mr Mike Harris raised much concern that
the Town Council had resolved to support the planning application and thanked the
members that had voted against the resolve. In his opinion the company did not comply
with existing conditions and had never listened to, or taken on board, concerns of
residents. In his opinion the company really needed looking into and, although the Town
Council stipulated that there should be a 6-month trial and the company should talk to
residents, he considered that this would not be complied with.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Lovell, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting now be brought back into session.
210./06 Apologies for absence – Cllrs Cann (family), Champion (family), Hurrell (health) and
Lockey (health)
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above Apologies are accepted.
211./06 Members Declarations of Interests
a) Paul Street Community Centre - Planning Application 085308/003 – Cllr Shearn
declared a Personal & Prejudicial Interest in the matter as a co-owner of the property
concerned, and would duly leave the meeting at the appropriate point.
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b) Notice of Planning Appeal Dismissal – 1 Norton Close – Cllr Inchley declared a
Personal & Prejudicial Interest in the matter as he was known to the applicant and would
leave the meeting at the appropriate point.
c) 8 Kyte Road Planning Application – Cllr Robinson declared a Personal & Prejudicial
Interest in the matter as she was a very close neighbour of the property concerned. Cllrs
Gilham, Inchley and O’Connor all declared a Personal & Prejudicial Interest in the matter
as trustees of Shepton Mallet Recreational Ground Trust (Collett Park) and would duly
leave the meeting at the appropriate point. Cllr Marsh declared a Personal & Prejudicial
Interest in the matter as she was one of the applicants and would duly leave the meeting
at the appropriate point. Cllr Inchley requested a Recorded Vote when the matter was
considered.
d) Windsor Day Hospital – Cllr Marsh declared a Personal & Non-Prejudicial Interest in the
matter as an employee of the Somerset Partnership.
Resolve: that the above declarations are noted and duly recorded.
212./06 Proposed Closure of Windsor Day Hospital, Shepton Mallet
The Chief Executive of the Somerset Partnership, Mr John Haines, Diana Rowe and Ian
Douglas provided a presentation on the NHS Trust which provided operations all over the
county of Somerset. They were currently having to re-shape services and, at the same time,
to comply with financial budgets and they were just about to commence the three-months’
formal consultation period regarding their proposed closure of this facility with transfer of 8
existing client placements and all staff to the recently-refurbished St Andrews facility in Wells,
which would provide a far better environment and currently had the support of all Windsor
Day staff and also friends of the Windsor Day hospital. They stressed that this was just a
change of location and not a change of service. The clients would still come in by organised
transport, as currently, but would go straight to St Andrews instead of coming to Shepton
Mallet. The day hospital was about detailed assessment and short-term treatment for the
older client. Several members then proposed that a question-and-answer session should then
take place which should include members of the public in attendance.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Gilham, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting be adjourned for further discussion.
The Clerk read out several questions tabled by Cllr Champion during his absence, all of which
were answered by the Somerset Partnership. They highlighted that services needed to
change, especially the older peoples’ services, and there was a danger of them spreading
themselves too thinly when they strive to provide quality services which were more farreaching within the community. The organised transport for clients would be guaranteed to
Wells and the refurbishment taking place at St Andrews had provided extra placements for the
additional clients. They did have full control over their budget-holders but there were
pressures on the budget and they were looking for long-term answers.
Cllr O’Connor raised much concern as to why they had closed the facility prior to consultation
and was very unhappy that Shepton would lose this valued facility and enquired whether they
had consulted with users as they seem to now have lobbied with the staff and Friends of
Windsor Day Hospital and bought them around. Somerset Partnership confirmed that they had
to make a decision on temporary closure prior to consultation. They confirmed that a decision
will be made following, and on completion of, the formal three-months’ consultation process.
He also confirmed that he had individually spoken to each client and had received their
support as well as that of staff and Friends. All the staff would retain their employment and be
transferred to the Wells’ facility. It was true that, initially, the staff were very concerned and
sceptical but this had now abated and they were now “up for it” in a positive manner.
Cllr Gilham considered that they were pulling back in and centralising and, although it looked
efficient, it did not provide a service to the local community. Somerset Partnership viewed
that they had increased their services and were now very local and were actually supporting
their clients in their own homes. Cllr Robinson enquired how they were able to finance home
services but not finance a facility such as Windsor Day. The treasurer of the Friends of
Windsor Day hospital spoke on the matter and confirmed that funds raised from the
community had not gone towards the building but the equipment within the building which
would still be used at the Wells’ facility, and they would still continue to raise funds for
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Shepton Mallet clients which they hoped the town would still continue to support. The
enhanced Wells’ facilities would still be there for the people of Shepton. They confirmed that
the clients and staff are in support of these changes and are not concerned as to the change
of travel arrangements and, indeed, the Friends were now in support of the proposals. They
considered that clients and staff would both benefit.
Mr Will Dunscombe enquired whether this would reduce waiting times and raised the
particular matter of a young person having to wait for treatment. Somerset Partnership
confirmed that this should not increase waiting times at all but quite the contrary, and they
would talk to Mr Dunscombe outside the meeting regarding this specific matter.
The Chairman thanked John Haines, Diana Rowe and Ian Douglas for their comprehensive
coverage of their proposals and the response to the Council’s and public’s questions and
concerns. The formal consultation process would now take place within the next three months
ending at the end of March 2006.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Marsh, by unanimous vote, that the
Council now be brought back into session.
Members of the Somerset Partnership, NHS and Social Care Trust then left the meeting.
213./06 Chairman’s Announcements
The Chairman reported her attendance at several carol services, all of which were very
enjoyable.
214./06 Minutes
The Minutes of the Town Council meetings held on the 6 & 13 December 2005 were
considered for accuracy and content.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Marsh, seconded by Cllr Lovell, by unanimous vote, that the
Minutes of the Town Council Meetings held on 6 & 13 December 2005 be approved as a true
record and signed by the Chairman.
215./06 Matters Arising from the Minutes
a) Minute 76 Community Speedwatch – The Clerk read a response letter received from
Paul Richards, Sector Inspector, following a letter from the Town Council of 15 December
2005. Inspector Richards confirmed that it was regrettable that members of the Council
were disappointed with the report they had received from community speedwatch. He had
now spoken directly to Mr George Bartlett and considered it fair to say that most of the
concerns were difficulties in maintaining a strong base of volunteers. He was to have a
further meeting with Mr Bartlett in February to try and regain the impetus of the
community speedwatch. He confirmed that he was personally committed to community
speedwatch and extended his thanks, to Mr Bartlett in particular, for continued
commitment, and hoped that by working together it would grow from strength to strength
in the forthcoming year.
b) Minute 208 Options for Relocation Sites to the War Memorial – One member
enquired as to progress in this matter and whether any architects had been contracted.
The Chairman confirmed that no architects had yet been contracted. The next step was for
discussions to take place with Mendip District Council, Tescos and Highways for matters to
be progressed.
Resolve: by unanimous vote that the above matters are noted.
216./06 Planning Committee Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 20 December 2005 were
considered for accuracy and content.
Resolve: by a unanimous vote, that the Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on
20 December 2005 be approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
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217./06 Planning Applications
a)

085308/003
Boustead

Somerset County
Council
Paul
Street
Community
Centre, 26 Paul
Street

Change of use from room to full time
office use (DEL)

Change
of use

Cllr Shearn then left the meeting.
Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Gilham, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by unanimous vote
– Recommend Approval.
Cllr Shearn then rejoined the meeting.

b)

c)

107947/019
Williams

Mendip
Construction
(Homes) Ltd.
Plot 6 Woodlands
Farm,
Brewery
Lane

Retrospective – Resiting of plot 6 &
wall and gateway (DEL)
Full

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Fone, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by unanimous vote Recommend Approval.

067146/001
Foster

Bridgeman Ltd.
The
Plastics
Factory,
Commercial Road

Conversion of existing building
form 3 houses and 2 flats (DEL)

to
Full

Several members raised concern regarding allocation of car parking
spaces but considered that the property was close to central town
centre car parks.

d)

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Gilham, seconded by Cllr Inchley, with a vote of 11
For, 0 Against & 1 Abstention - Recommend Approval.

118803/000

8 Kyte Road

Erection of dwelling

Outline

Cllrs Gilham, O’Connor, Inchley and Marsh, having declared an Interest
earlier in the meeting, then left the room.
Members were requested to ratify an executive decision made by the
Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Planning Committee, in
consultation with the Clerk, following the previous meeting of the
Planning Committee which was unable to remain quorum for this
matter.
An executive decision had been made to recommend approval, subject
to there being no overlooking windows to the north or south elevations
of the proposed property, or, if there were windows to these sides, that
they be fitted with obscure glass. A letter had been compiled, which
was returned with the resolve dated 21 December 2005 and had been
copied to all members with the meeting’s agenda.
Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Fone, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, with a vote of 6 For
(Cllrs Bartlett, Fone, Jeremiah, Manvill, Shearn & Taylor), & 1 Against
(Cllr Lovell), that the executive decision made by the Chairman and
Vice-Chairman, in consultation with the Clerk, to recommend approval
subject to matters contained in the letter of 21 December 2005
(attached to these Minutes) is ratified.
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Cllrs Gilham, O’Connor, Inchley and Marsh then rejoined the meeting.

218./06 Notice of Appeal Decisions
a) 1187773 1 Norton Close – Loft Conversion – Appeal dismissed - Cllr Inchley then
left the meeting.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted. Cllr Inchley then rejoined the meeting.
b) 2001121/22 Ham Mill, Bowlish – Listed Building Enforcement – Appeal dismissed
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Bartlett, seconded by Cllr Gilham, by unanimous vote, that the
matter is noted and that the Town Council write to Mendip District Council requesting their
plan of action regarding enforcement now that the appeal had been dismissed and, along with
the plan of action, for an associated timescale and a completion date for full compliance. This
matter had now been going on for almost three years.
219./06 Planning Training Event – January 30 2006
The Chairman confirmed, along with all members, that they had received individual letters
regarding the training event that would take place on Monday 30 January 2006 starting with
an informal open afternoon of the MDC Planning Department between 3.45-5.45pm and the
training event would then be held from 6.00-8.30pm, which would be amalgamated with the
Parish Forum programmed for the same time and venue.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted.
220./06 Somerset County Council Update
Cllr Robinson provided an update on the Safe Routes to School scheme for Whitstone
Technical College which was progressing and would now include traffic calming, allowing
compliance with reduced visibility splays. The matter would then go for re-audit and then
further consultation with all parties, including the Town Council. The same Safe Route to
Schools scheme was also now commencing regarding Waterloo Road school.
Martin’s Lane, where there had been some misuse by motorcyclists, was also considered and
Cllr Robinson was now considering a full traffic regulation order to stop further occurrences
and hoped that the TRO would be in place within six months.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted.
221./06 Mendip District Council Update
Cllr Robinson confirmed that there was nothing to report.
222./06 MCTI/Shepton 21 Update
Cllr Robinson confirmed that she had been unable to attend the previous meeting and there
was no further update.
223./06 Minutes of the Community & Leisure Portfolio held 13 December 2005
Cllr Marsh presented the Minutes, which had been previously distributed to all members, and
requested members to consider for accuracy and content.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, with a vote of 10 For, 0
Against & 1 Abstention, that the Minutes of the Community & Leisure Portfolio held on 13
December 2005 be approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
224./06 Accident Reduction Scheme A361 – Shepton Mallet to Nunney Roundabout –
Community & Leisure Portfolio
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Over the Christmas break Somerset Highways informed of plans to undertake improvements
to safety of the highway from Shepton Mallet to Nunney Catch roundabout due to the number
of personal injury accidents, including one fatal and four serious accidents on this stretch of
road over the last 33 months. The majority of the proposals were outside the Town Council’s
boundary.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by unanimous vote, that the
Town Council welcome the installation of double white lines at Charlton Road bend/Doulting
hill and that all the other matters are noted.
225./06 Age Concern Drop-In Centre – Police Community Support Attendance –
Community & Leisure Portfolio
An information leaflet had been received publicising the Police Community Support attendance
during dates through January 2006 at the Age Concern Drop-In Centre, a copy of which had
been distributed to all members.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Jeremiah, seconded by Cllr Lovell, with a vote of 10 For & 0
Against, that the matter is noted.
226./06 HERS – Minutes of the Meeting held 14 November 2005 – Regeneration
Portfolio
The Minutes of the meeting held on 14 November 2005 had been distributed to all councillors.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted.
227./06 Local Transport Plan 2006-2011 – Regeneration Portfolio
Somerset County Council confirmed that the final version of the plan will be submitted to
Government during March 2006. Copies of the LTP summary leaflets were available, which
included a response form in the rear for completion and return.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the document is noted and available from the Town
Council offices but that, due to the timescale, members had not read the contents and
therefore were unable to provide a considered response, and the matter be placed on the
agenda for the next meeting on 17 January 2006.
228./06 Portfolio Management Group Meeting held Tuesday, 20 December 2005 –
Administration Portfolio
Cllr Jeremiah confirmed that the notes of the meeting had been distributed to all councillors
earlier and that future meetings had been programmed in-line with the new pilot of meetings
and would take place on the last Tuesday of each month where Collett Festival 2006 and the
next Council agenda would be standard items for consideration.
Cllr Manvill bought to members’ attention an inaccuracy on the notes whereby her apologies
for the meeting had not been recorded.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Lovell, seconded by Cllr Manvill, with a vote of 10 For & 0 Against,
that the notes of the Portfolio Management Group meeting held on Tuesday, 20 December
2005 are noted and that an amendment is placed to record Cllr Manvill’s apologies.
229./06 Parish Information Bulletin – January – Administration Portfolio
Cllr Jeremiah confirmed that the January issue had been previously distributed to all
councillors.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by unanimous vote, that the
matter is noted.
230./06 Somerset Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund – Administration Portfolio
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Year 3 Annual Report had been received, along with information and facts regarding
applications and monies awarded for Years 04/05/06. They were currently inviting applications
or expression of interest for Year 06/07. The Chairman requested members to give the matter
some consideration for future projects which may be applicable.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Lovell, with a vote of 10 For & 0
Against, that the matter is noted.
231./06 ICT Pilot
The Working Party, consisting of Cllrs Inchley, Jeremiah, Lovell & Robinson, were requested to
consider a date for a meeting to review the scope and rules for the pilot to commence.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the Working Group meet with the Clerk directly following
this meeting to arrange a convenient meeting.
232./06 Finance
a) Accounts for Payment by Cheque
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by unanimous vote, that
payments made by Cheque for January 2006 as per Appendix “A” attached to these Minutes,
be approved.
b) Accounts previously paid by Direct Debit
Resolve: by unanimous vote that payments made by Direct Debit for January 2006 as per
Appendix “A” as attached to these Minutes be approved.
c) Confidential Salaries for Payment by Cheque
Resolve: by unanimous vote that the Confidential Salary Payments for January 2006 as per
Appendix “A” (Confidential Section) attached to these Minutes be approved.
d) Income
Resolve: by unanimous vote that Income received for January 2006 as per Appendix “A”
attached to these Minutes is noted.
e) Use of Salvation Army Rooms – The Chairman requested members to consider a
donation to the Salvation Army as the Town Council and the town had used this facility
over the past several years for the purposes of the Annual Town meeting and meetings of
the Council when required, and to date there had been no charge levied.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Bartlett, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by unanimous vote, that a
donation is made to the Salvation Army for the use of their rooms to date, the sum of
which is delegated to the Chairman in consultation with the Clerk.
233./06 Confidential Session
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Gilham, by unanimous vote, that, in view
of the nature of the business to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the
press and public be excluded, which was duly complied with.
Swimming Pool Lido Project – Members received an update of progress following a
meeting of the Steering Group held on 16 December and as recorded in Minute 136 of the
Planning Minutes of 20 December. Members were requested to consider provision of additional
monies currently held in the budget heading for the reserve fund of the swimming pool, to
provide possible funding of additional works. A confidential list of additional works had been
provided from the architect, through the Steering Group, and had been distributed to all
members with the agenda. Members considered that it was imperative that the starter pool
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had been included within the scope of the contract and there was much concern as to the
proposal to leave the car park much as existing.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Bartlett, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, with a vote of 11 For, 0
Against & 1 Abstention, that the Town Council, in addition to the £350,000 already allocated,
provide an additional sum of money which related to the balance of the current reserve fund
estimated in the region of £27,000 to fund and reinstate items previously omitted which
would include canvas screening, dry outdoor children’s play equipment, showers within
changing rooms, decking and barbeque area, subject to the understanding that the division
and reduction in the depth of the pool to create a 25 metre pool plus shallow
learner/children’s pool had already been included within the original contract. At the same
time, Mendip District Council are requested to provide additional funding to include the
original specification for the upgrade of the existing car parking and that Avalon Leisure are
requested to fund the pool cover.
The Town Council, as the senior funding partner, consider it imperative that these items be
included. It was also to be brought to Mendip District Council’s attention that there may be an
opportunity to obtain additional funding for the car park area by way of the Somerset
Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund considered earlier in the meeting.
234./06 Agenda Matters for the Next Meeting
The next meeting to be held on 17 January 2006 at 7.00pm in the Mendip District Council
Chamber. No further matters were raised, with the exception of earlier in the meeting
whereby the Local Transport Plan 2006-2011 is to be added to the agenda.
The Chairman thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 8.40pm.

Councillor J.D. Bartlett
Chairman

A P P E N D I X

Signature_____________
_____/_____/_2006
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Cheque
No
2046
2047
2049
2050
2051
2054
2055
2056
2057
2058
2059
2060
2061

Payee

Code

Goods Supplied

Total Payment

EDF Energy
Quadron Services Ltd
Festive Lighting Company
Active Environmental Services
MLAN Electrical Contractors
Inland Revenue
MDC
SLCC
The Samaritans
Wells and District Opportunity
Somerset Playing Fields Assoc
Capita Business Services
Quadron Services Ltd

6600
6030/6085
6600
6050
6600
5000/5020
7080
5400
6650
6650
5400
5300
6030

Christmas Lts - Power 2004/05 season
Play Equipment Repairs / Desludge pond
Spares for Christmas Displays
Collett Park - Rodent Control
Christmas Lights Final Instalment
PAYE / NI / TAX Oct - Dec 2005
Parish Poll - War Memorial
Annual Subscription
Community Grant
Community Grant
Annual Subscription
Printing and Photocopying
Collett Park - Bird Food

£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£

355.24
1,037.28
211.52
58.75
3,172.50
1,532.14
709.99
118.00
100.00
100.00
10.00
6.57
42.57
7,454.56

6000/6005
5315
6020
5200/6090
5160

Collett Park Ground Care Contract
Website - Monthly Charge
Collett Park Ground - Waste Collection
Insurance Premium
Broadband Subscription

£
£
£
£
£

2,450.22
70.50
30.83
305.49
20.49

5010

Pension Scheme - Monthly Contribution
Sub Total

£
£

457.28
3,334.81

Total =

£

10,789.37

Town Clerk - Jan Salary 2006
Admin Assistant - Jan Salary 2006
Total

£
£
£

1,156.11
421.13
1,577.24

Grand Total

£

12,366.61

Payments by Direct Debit
30/11/05
Quadron Services Limited
01/122005 Market Town
30/11/05
Cleanaway Limited
2/12/05
CGU Bonus
16/12/05
Plusnet Tech Ltd
16/12/05
Somerset CC Pensions

CONFIDENTIAL PAYMENTS
2052
2053

Graham H Brown
Jeanette Lintern

5000
5000

Date

Income

Code

Category of Income

Total Deposit

10-Nov
13-Dec

Bank Credit
Chamber Of Commerce

4010
n/a

Interest - Business Account
Christmas Lights 2nd Interim Payment

£
£

234.27
1,623.80

Total Income =

£

1,858.07

Councillor J Bartlett
Chairman

Signature________________

Councillor N Jeremiah
Vice Chairman

Signature________________

Date_____________

Date_____________
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Shepton Mallet Town Council held on 17 January
2006, in the MDC Chamber, Cannards Grave Road, Shepton Mallet.
Present: Chairman - Councillor J Bartlett
Cllrs: Mr M.M. Cann, Mr T. Fone, Mr N. Jeremiah, Mr C.F. Lockey, Mr M. Lovell (7.05pm), Mrs L.A.
Manvill, Mrs J.M. Marsh, Mrs M.R. Robinson and Mr N. F. Shearn.
Five members of the public and one member of the press were in attendance. The Chairman
opened the meeting, welcoming members and the general public. A brief was provided on Health
& Safety requirements including emergency evacuation and assembly point procedures. A further
brief was provided as to the use of the Induction Loop facility for users of hearing aids, use of the
microphones was emphasised and informed that the meeting would be audio-taped for internal
use only.
235./06 Public Forum
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Robinson, seconded by Cllr Lockey, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting be adjourned for the matter to be transacted.
a) Tesco Development – Mr Will Dunscombe raised concern that he had heard that both
New Look and Boots had been offered units on the new Tesco site which he considered
would be disastrous for the town centre. He requested the Town Council to write to the
parties concerned to find out if this was the truth.
b) Town’s Market – Mr Will Dunscombe raised concern that there was still no promotion at
all for the market. He considered that, if the town was waiting for Mendip District Council,
then this would take forever. He requested the Town Council to provide some funds to
enable a promotional flyer to be instigated. Mr Stride confirmed that, having discussed the
matter directly with the market people, he considered that the stallholders would not
attend as there was a lack of trading in the town to make it viable.
The Chairman thanked Mr Dunscombe for his comments and confirmed that the Town Council
shared his frustration. The town’s market was a Mendip District Council issue and there was
nothing that the Town Council could do but chase the matter. The Town Council was also
trying to obtain the full details of the Tesco development site in respect of other retailers.
c) War Memorial – Mr Stride informed that he noted that the matter was on the agenda for
discussion later, and he hoped for an update on the matter. He requested the Town
Council to, once again, find out who actually owns the structure. He considered that
ownership was still with the Home Office and that the Town Council, with its charitable
trust, were there just to look after the monument.
d) Shepton 21 – Mr Stride noted on the agenda, and was hopefully awaiting a further
update with the other funding provider that he had noted at the previous meeting, which
he now understood to be a government agency. He had concerns that this would incur
further public funds going into the group. He once again requested sight of the financial
accounts and minutes of this group.
e) Collett Park Expenditure – Mr Taffy Stride raised concern at the spiralling cost of Collett
Park and enquired if the Town Council were aware that there were exterior funding
opportunities for recreational grounds, and requested the Town Council to look into the
matter.
f) Swimming Pool Lido Project – Mr Taffy Stride raised concern at Shepton Mallet being
unfairly treated by the District Council. There were currently refurbishment works going on
with the Strode indoor swimming pool which he understood MDC to be funding and he
considered that they should also be fully-funding the refurbishment of Shepton Mallet
pool.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Marsh, seconded by Cllr Cann, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting now be brought back into session.
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236./06 Apologies for absence – Cllrs Champion (family), Inchley (family), O’Connor and
Taylor (work). Mr Clive Pearson also provided his apologies due to family commitments.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above Apologies are accepted.
237./06 Members Declarations of Interests
a)
b)
c)

Planning Application 118832/000 – 33 Compton Road – Cllr Jeremiah declared a
Personal & Non-Prejudicial Interest in the matter as he was known to the applicant, being
a neighbour.
Planning Application 100551/006 – Brinott Ltd, Princes Road – Cllr Lovell declared
a Personal & Prejudicial Interest in the matter as he was a near neighbour and would
leave the meeting at the appropriate point.
Review of Salaries and Contracts - Cllr Marsh declared a Personal & Prejudicial
Interest in the matter as she was the wife of the clock-keeper and would leave the
meeting at the appropriate point.

Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above declarations are noted and duly recorded.
238./06 Chairman’s Announcements
a)
b)

c)

d)

Grant Support – Letters had been received from the Samaritans and the Wells &
District Opportunity Playgroup thanking the Council for the recent community grants
awarded.
MDC’s Citizens Award 2006 – A letter had been received from the District Council
requesting the nomination of a person for this year’s Citizen’s Award. The Chairman
requested members to keep this in mind and to submit any names they consider
applicable for this award.
Meeting with the Police – At a recent meeting, which the Chairman and ViceChairman attended, they were informed that unfortunately crime had risen quite
steeply in the town post-Christmas, mainly due to car crime and theft from
outbuildings. The Chairman requested that members of the public remain vigilant.
Passing-away of Richard Waterer – It was with much sadness that the Chairman
reported the sudden death of Mr Richard Waterer who was a Director of the Royal
Marine Music. Cllr Lovell requested contact details. It was understood that the funeral
would take place in Portsmouth Cathedral on 26 January and the Chairman proposed,
with the full support of all members, that a letter of condolence is sent to the family.

239./06 Minutes
The Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 3 January 2006 were considered for
accuracy and content.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that amendment is made to Minute No. 211./06 regarding 8
Kyte Road; Cllr Manvill to be deleted as she did not make a Declaration of Interest and,
subject to this amendment, the Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 3 January 2006
be approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
240./06 Matters Arising from the Minutes
a)

Shepton Mallet Maternity Unit – A response had been received from Dr Chris Norris
of Park Medical Practice at Cannards Grave Road, which confirmed that he had been in
discussions with the PCT and midwifery staff, and that currently all community
maternity units were being looked at with a report being published shortly. He
considered that we should await developments before we are able to comment further.
Copies of the letter had been sent to Sheila Wilkins, the Senior Midwifery Sister at St
Peter’s Hospital and Mr Robin Smith, the Chief Executive of Mendip Primary Care Trust.
Cllr Marsh had spoken to Sheila Wilkins at St Peter’s who had indicated that she would
be willing to attend a future meeting of the Town Council to discuss the proposals.
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Resolve: by unanimous vote that the above matter is noted and Sheila Wilkins, the
Senior Midwifery Sister at St Peter’s Hospital is invited to attend a future meeting of
the Town Council to discuss the Shepton Mallet Maternity facility.
b)

Minute 231./06 ICT Pilot
A meeting had been held on 6 January 2006 with the Pilot Group and notes of this
meeting, which included proposals and rules for the pilot scheme, which would run
from January until May 2006, had now been agreed both with Pilot Group members
internally and also all external distributions.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted (notes attached to these
Minutes).

c)

Voting to Note Matters
Cllr Jeremiah had reviewed the matter following the problems encountered at the last
meeting and considered that there were two options; one is to provide an amendment
to Standing Orders which would then omit the requirement for a proposer and
seconder, and a vote to be taken, on matters just to be noted. However, if there was
to be further discussion on the matter, or indeed a decision to be made, then full
voting procedures would be invoked. The second option was to provide a list of items
from all Portfolios and Committees in one list on the Agenda and that all these matters
be taken en bloc with the correct proposer, seconder and voting procedures taking
place, and that if any matter was then to be discussed this could be placed on the
agenda for a future meeting of Council. He requested members to consider the
options prior to the next meeting of Council on 7 February 2006.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted. Councillors are requested to
consider the matter and the Portfolio Holder is to submit worked-up proposals to the
next meeting of Council to be held on 7 February 2006.

d)

Minute 232./06 Use of Salvation Army Rooms
Following a previous resolve to delegate the powers to the Chairman, in consultation
with the Clerk, a sum of £50 had now been agreed as a donation to the Salvation
Army for the kind use of their meeting rooms for the purposes of Town Council
meetings and also the Annual Town Meeting.
Resolve: by unanimous vote that the matter is noted.

241./06 Somerset County Council Update
Cllr Robinson informed that site meetings were shortly to take place regarding the proposed
pedestrian crossing for Waterloo Road School and also to discuss illegal parking in Whitstone
Road which was causing problems.
242./06 Mendip District Council Update
Cllr Robinson confirmed that the re-launch of the Towns Market would take place, however
not until early summer. Currently this was a holiday period for the stallholders and was not a
good time of year for trading. In the interim it would possibly assist the market if we could get
rid of the Asda bus taking people outside Shepton Mallet or by moving the day of the bus
service from a Friday to possibly midweek.
243./06 MCTI/Shepton 21 Update
Cllr Robinson confirmed that she had been unable to attend the last meeting, however she
had read the Minutes. A list of projects had now been made available and there was a
meeting tomorrow at Whitstone School regarding future use of the BT building. Two of the
projects on the list included the L.E.G.S. (let everyone go safely) scheme which proposed a multi user/cycle path from Wells to Shepton, which would be the extension of a project for a path
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from Cheddar to Wells. Other items on the list were a proposal to bring the railway into Fosse
Way in Shepton Mallet, and also a proposal for an IT-type museum for the town.
244./06 Planning Applications
a)

b)

c)

d)

d)

d)

d)

118085/003
Kimberley

Bellway Homes
(South West)
Land to East of
Hitchen Lane

Erection of 69 dwellings, access and
estate
road
(DEL)
NB
Further
amended description received 6/1

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Lockey, seconded by Cllr Robinson, by unanimous vote
– Strongly Recommend Refusal on design grounds. The design
proposed resembles a barracks, a workhouse and a prison and not inkeeping. We look for more sympathetic design where elevations are
varied and broken up. The main courtyard building is far too large in
one mass; there is nothing similar in scale within the town except for
the old Norah Fry building.

118832/000
Walker

Mr & Mrs G
Hodges
33 Compton Road

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Shearn, seconded by Cllr Lockey, by unanimous vote Recommend Approval.

105192/004
Boustead

Mr R Shaw
36 High Street

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Lockey, seconded by Cllr Lovell, by unanimous vote Recommend Approval.

104192/001
Arnold

Mr T C Jakeman
36 Garston Street

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Jeremiah, seconded by Cllr Shearn, by unanimous
vote – Recommend Approval. Numerous properties in this road already
have, as this one, a satellite dish.

101314/003
Taylor

Mr & Mrs R
Horton
Land adjoining 21
Draycott Road

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Fone, seconded by Cllr Cann, by unanimous vote –
Recommend Refusal of Permission – For safety reasons; consider
proposed access off the highway bend on Pike Hill to be totally
unacceptable.

103449/002
Taylor

Mrs M Hoskins
Flats A,B & C 51
High Street

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Lockey, seconded by Cllr Lovell, by unanimous vote –
Recommend Approval – No adverse comments.

100551/006
Baker

Brinott Limited
Land Adjacent
Talpa House,
Princes Road

Single storey rear and two storey side
extension (DEL)

Conversion of first & second floor
from one dwelling to two dwellings &
erection of external staircase (DEL)

Retrospective siting of satellite dish to
front elevation (DEL)

Erection of dwelling to end of terrace
(DEL)

Alterations to internal layout of
ground, first and second floor flats to
form 1 rear maisonette and second
floor maisonette (DEL)

Erection
of
dwelling
scheme) (DEL)

Full

Full

Full

Full

Full

LBCalter
/extend

(amended
Full

Cllr Lovell, having declared a Personal & Prejudicial Interest in the
matter earlier in the meeting, then left the room.
Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Manvill, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, with a vote of 4
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For, 0 Against & 4 Abstentions – Recommend Refusal of Permission –
Same as previous application, as we can see nothing new/amended in
these proposals.
Cllr Lovell then rejoined the meeting.
d)

103364/005
Kimberley

Mr J Glass
8A Beech Avenue

Conversion of existing dwelling into
two flats (DEL)

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Manvill, seconded by Cllr Lockey, by unanimous vote –
Recommend Refusal of Permission – This Council is against splitting up
a good family-sized home; the property is quite small and we feel it
inadequate to make into two dwellings as proposed.

Full

245./06 MDC Decisions Not in Accord with Town Council
a) 030903/014 Winsborough Fish & Chip Restaurant – Demolition of building to provide
convenience store. SMTC Recommended Approval – MDC Refused
b) 101205/004 Rear 59 High Street – Removal of Condition 02 (age limit). SMTC
Recommended Refusal – MDC Granted
c) Naming and Numbering of further developments to Norah Fry Hospital and Field
Farm sites
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above matters are noted.
One more member of the public, and her dog, then joined the meeting.
246./06 Collett Festival 2006 – Collett Park Portfolio
The Chairman reported that matters were extremely urgent with the event now taking place
in early June this year. It was unfortunate that Cllr Champion was not able to attend the
meeting. Members considered the agenda items which were to review the number of
members available to assist on the day, the scope of the event, including a draft programme
and timetable, review of the budget for the event, given that the evening entertainment and
the civic party had now been omitted, the budget content and numbers for booking of the
caterer during the lunchtime, and a date for a further meeting of the Working Group, which
would also include allocation of roles and responsibilities.
There then followed some lengthy discussion regarding many aspects of the event and its
scope and management.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, the following:
a) Individual councillors should be asked for their outline availability and input on the day
and to advise Cllr Shearn directly;
b) There would be a requirement for “Children’s World”-type extra entertainment. Cllr Cann
was to review and provide details of what entertainment was available and associated
costs;
c) The budget and numbers to be catered for, including guests and the Collett family, should
be reviewed as soon as possible at the next meeting;
d) It was agreed that the next meeting should take place with the Portfolio Management
Group meeting which should now be moved due to the unavailability of some members
to 5.00pm on Tuesday, 31 January 2006 in the SMTC offices;
Members were then requested to prioritise in making a decision regarding the catering, as
companies asked were currently being filled-up and may not be available. A quotation
obtained from Mrs Fearing, who was available, appeared to be the preference although the
Clerk did bring to members’ attention the requirement for a specification and prices to be
obtained from more than one supplier, as required by the financial regulations.
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Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Cann, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, with a vote of 9 For, 0 Against &
1 Abstention, that, due to the priority, financial regulations are suspended for consideration of
this one matter.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Shearn, seconded by Cllr Cann, with a vote of 9 For, 0 Against & 1
Abstention, that Fearings Catering is confirmed as a booking for the catering of the midday
buffet to be held in St Paul’s School during the lunchtime of Collett Festival 2006, and that
both budget and numbers to be catered for are agreed at the next meeting of the PMG and
confirmed to Mrs Fearing.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that financial regulations are now reinstated.
Members were requested to consider the overall budget, given that a precept allowance had
been made for £15,500 and now this needed reviewing following the decision to omit the
evening entertainment, reception and firework display.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Cann, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by unanimous vote, that the
matter be reviewed at the next meeting which was to be held with the PMG, and that the
recommendations be submitted for further consideration at the February meeting of Council.
247./06 Damage to Gingko Memorial Tree – Collett Park Portfolio
The Portfolio Holder was much saddened that a gingko memorial tree, with an approximate
cost of £200 which had been planted in a protected area for some two years, had been
snapped off, the girth of which was almost two inches. He requested consideration to replace
the tree at a cost of approximately £100.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted and that the Portfolio Holder already
had executive powers within budget to order and provide a replacement tree.
248./06 Relocation of the War Memorial – Properties Portfolio
Members had been provided at the meeting with notes of the meeting called by the District
Council and held on Friday, 13 January 2006 which the Chairman, Cllr Robinson and the Clerk
attended along with other parties including architects relating to Tescos and Haskins, the MDC
Planning Department, District Ward Members, Somerset County Council and Highways.
Members were requested to consider the notes and sketch (as attached to these minutes) for
information purposes.
Cllr Lockey raised much concern at the Town Council’s dealings, interpretation of Standing
Orders and decisions made on this matter. The Clerk confirmed the following:
Although it was not certain, it seemed a possibility that Townsend roundabout would be
realigned with all the approach roads adjusted as per the sketch provided. This would include
an area for relocation of the Cenotaph and the Town Council would be fully consulted on the
area around the proposed relocation of the structure, although it had been already agreed
that proprietary materials such as York stone would be utilised. As for the actual structure
itself, the Town Council would be requested to provide a specification for the plinth and this
would then be constructed by others. The Town Council’s responsibility would relate to moving
of the structure from its current location to the plinth provided and constructed by others.
There was some urgency in progressing matters as it was estimated that the works to
Townsend roundabout would take place in July 2006, and therefore the structure would
require moving shortly after this, and it was hoped that the whole area could be completed
prior to Armistice Day in early-November 2006.
The Town Council should consider the following course of action:
a)

Note the update received in these notes provided to members today;

b)

Resolve to tender/order the services of a suitable architect and structural engineer to
work up specifications and contracts for the relocation of the structure;
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c)

That the Town Council confirm availability of funding from Tesco, via MDC and the 106
Agreement, to ensure that funds are ready and available as soon as goods are ordered
or architects employed. Failing same the Town Council would have to consider using
reserve funds until repayment could be obtained via the 106 Agreement and Tescos;

d)

Once this was in place, the specification of works should be tendered from at least
three suitably-qualified contractors who could carry out the work in the timescale
required. It was hoped that a further meeting to be held of the Tesco/Haskins/Highway
group in March would confirm further details. Things could then be firmed-up and an
order placed with the successful contractor to ensure that works were carried out inline with timescales with a view to the whole area being completed prior to Armistice
Day 2006, and that the Town Council obtain reimbursement of funding for relocation of
the structure up to a maximum of £45,000 via the 106 Agreement.

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Shearn, seconded by Cllr Lovell, with a vote of 7 For, 1 Against & 1
Abstention, that the course of action, as recommended by the Clerk (above), is approved, and
that the services of a suitable architect and structural engineer is ordered without delay to
enable a specification and tender to be collated to move the War Memorial structure from its
current location/plinth to a relocated plinth to be supplied and constructed by others, and with
the design and construction/landscaping of a suitable area to be consulted with, and agreed
by, the Town Council.
Cllr Lockey then left the meeting.
249./06 Local Transport Plan 2006-11 – Regeneration Portfolio
Cllr Robinson had reviewed the summary and was not happy with the LTP Plan. The majority
of the work was being carried out in big towns such as Taunton, Yeovil and Bridgwater and
she would be completing the response questionnaire informing of her concerns. There would
appear to be no plan to carry out any work in the rural areas and especially around Shepton
Mallet.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Jeremiah, seconded by Cllr Marsh, with a vote of 6 For, 0 Against &
3 Abstentions, that the Town Council fully support the Portfolio Holder in raising concerns and
unrest with the Local Transport Plan for 2006-11, in that all the works and monies appeared
to be carried out in larger towns such as Taunton, Yeovil and Bridgwater and there appeared
to be no plans for working in rural areas such as in and around Shepton Mallet, which was
most disappointing.
250./06 LTP Works to High Street South – Regeneration Portfolio
It was confirmed that a traders and public meeting was held last night and that all road
closures had been put in place. The work was due to start on 13 February 2006, firstly with
service companies such as BT, and that the work was due to finish on 30 June 2006. Cllr
Manvill requested that she be kept informed of the progress of these works as it appeared
that there may be a clash between the highway works and Mendip/ Britain-in-Bloom
competitions.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Robinson, by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted and that
Cllr Manvill/Shepton Mallet-in-Bloom be kept duly informed.

251./06 Expenditure Budget as at 31 January 2006 – Administration Portfolio
Members were provided at the meeting with a spreadsheet showing estimated spend as at 31
January 2006, with a total spend at year-end of £148,933 which equated to 101.7%, and this
would include all the additional improvement works carried out at various locations including
Collett Park and Whitstone Road allotments.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Cann, seconded by Cllr Robinson, by unanimous vote, that the
estimated budget spend as at 31 January 2006 (attached to these Minutes) is noted.
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252./06 Standards of Conduct – The Future – Administration Portfolio
A discussion paper had been received, of some 85 pages, from the ODPM who invited
comments to be made. SALC had kindly provided a summary of the main proposals, a copy of
which had been provided to all members at the meeting. The Portfolio Holder requested
members to review the summary and that the matter be placed on the agenda for the next
meeting of Council to be held on 7 February for a final resolve on the matter.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted and be placed on the agenda for the
next meeting of Council to be held on 7 February for final resolve.
253./06 Annual
Portfolio

Review

of

Salaries,

Allowances

and Contracts

– Administration

Cllr Marsh, having declared a Personal & Prejudicial Interest in the matter earlier in the
meeting, then left the meeting.
The Clerk had carried out a review of salaries, annual fees and allowances for clockmaintenance and Chairman’s allowances, and also annual reviews of the footpath and
allotment maintenance contracts, in-line with national awards of +2.95% for instigation as
from 1 April 2006. A detailed spreadsheet was provided to all members at the meeting.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Cann, seconded by Cllr Robinson, by unanimous vote, that the
annual review of +2.95% of salaries, allowances and footpath/allotment contracts are
approved for payment from 1 April 2006 in-line with national agreements and as per the
spreadsheet (attached to these Minutes). The Somerset County Council pension standing
order be amended to the sum of £347.97 as from April 2006.
Cllr Marsh then rejoined the meeting.
254./06 Audit Commission Audit Review – Administration Portfol io
The Clerk updated Council as to the Audit Commission proposing changes which would affect
both the type of audit, which would now reduce from intermediate to a basic and would also
reduce the audit fees by some 15% to approximately £550, and also reduce the requirement
for full financial accounts to one requiring receipt and payment accounting only which, if
approved, would be instigated from 2006/07 onwards.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted.
255./06 SALC Update – Administration Portfolio
The Portfolio Holder informed Council that an update had been received from SALC relating to
employment law, clerks’ training and workshops, reorganisation of Local Government, VAT on
mileage allowances and internet purchases, fixed penalty notices and power to spend
proceeds gained and the Open-Space Society.
Resolve: by unanimous vote that the matter is noted.
256./06 Winter Newsletter – Administration Portfolio
The Portfolio Holder, with the assistance of the Clerk, had now collated and provided a draft to
all members at the meeting of the Council’s winter newsletter. Prices were now being obtained
for printing of 1500 copies from three different sources. The Council have already agreed
policy and procedures to provide four newsletters per annum and, when the prices are
obtained from printers, a review will take place to see if it is more cost-effective to print inhouse.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the winter newsletter and the procedures to obtain printing
quotes are noted.
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257./06 Confidential Session - Shepton Mallet Outdoor Pool Project
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Lovell, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by unanimous vote, that, in
view of the nature of the business to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that
the press and public be excluded, which was duly complied with.
Members were requested to note a detailed report following a contacts meeting which the
Clerk attended along with MDC staff and solicitors and the selected contractor. It was hoped
that the notes and a press release would be made public in the near future, as soon as
contractual arrangements had been finalised.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted.
258./06 Agenda Matters for the Next Meeting
The next meeting is to be held on 7 February 2006 at 7.00pm in the Mendip District Council
Chamber. Matters to be applied to the agenda included the Code of Conduct Review, notes of
the PMG meeting and resolves/recommendation of the Collett Park Festival 2006 Working
Group.
The Chairman thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 8.45pm.

Councillor J.D. Bartlett
Chairman

Signature_____________
_____/_____/_2006
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Shepton Mallet Town Council held on 7 February
2006, in the MDC Chamber, Cannards Grave Road, Shepton Mallet.
Present: Chairman - Councillor J Bartlett
Cllrs: Mr M.M. Cann, Mr R. Champion, Mr J. Gilham, Mr C. Inchley, Mr N. Jeremiah, Mr M. Lovell,
Mrs L.A. Manvill, Mrs J.M. Marsh, Mr T. O’Connor, Mrs M.R. Robinson, Mr N. F. Shearn and Mr A
Taylor.
Three members of the public and one member of the press were in attendance. The Chairman
opened the meeting, welcoming members and the general public. A brief was provided on Health
& Safety requirements including emergency evacuation and assembly point procedures. A further
brief was provided as to the use of the Induction Loop facility for users of hearing aids, use of the
microphones was emphasised and informed that the meeting would be audio-taped for internal
use only.
259./06 Public Forum
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Lovell, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting be adjourned for the matter to be transacted.
a) High Street North and the Market Place – Mr Clive Pearson raised concern, once
again, that 13 shops were now empty within this area. Although the Amulet was not now
the problem of the ratepayer or Mendip District Council, he hoped that the clock would get
removed and sorted out and also raised concern that black paint had been daubed over
the Showerings’ plaque. He also raised concern as to the tarmac which had replaced setts
outside Chats café and several other places within the area, and hoped that these would
be returned to the correct finishes.
b) Tesco Re-development – Mr Clive Pearson raised concern and informed the meeting of
the fact that Tescos, nationally, were expecting a large increase in turnover, especially
with non-food retail. It appeared that Tescos had a lot of clout and many Council’s
throughout the country were very reserved at taking them on due to the cost implications.
He suggested that the Town Council and Mendip District Council should work together and
call a public meeting with Tescos, the existing town centre traders and the public. He was
very concerned about the viability of the existing town centre retail and matters needed
addressing.
c) Ownership of the Cenotaph – Mr Taffy Stride enquired whether there had been any
progress in his recommendation that the Town Council approach the Home Office as he
understood that they may well own the Cenotaph.
d) Shepton 21 – Mr Taffy Stride requested a progress report on his request for the Town
Council to obtain financial accounts and Minutes relating to this unelected group.
e) Viability of the Town Market – Mr Taffy Stride raised concern that it appeared that the
stallholders had been almost blackmailed by the District Council in insisting that they come
and do the Shepton market; failure to do so may mean that they would not be able to go
to other markets within the district.
f) Free Bus Passes – Mr Stride requested the Council to enquire if Mendip District Council
were indeed approving and going ahead with the free bus passes. He considered that this
was a government initiative and that other districts appeared to be complying.
g) Station Road Footpath – Mr Taffy Stride requested the Footpaths Portfolio to get the
chain-link fencing replaced alongside the footpath to Station Road as it was in a dangerous
condition.
h) Development Land at Westway Lane/Maxwell Road – Mr Stride informed the
meeting that the development land had been for sale for some time and there had been
no takers locally as most of them “knew the score”. He understood that Mendip Housing
may now have bought it and was concerned whether the 106 Agreement would be
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honoured and, if so, who would pay. He raised much concern that the taxpayer should not
be levied with this cost and this should be down to Mendip Housing, if they had purchased
the land.
The Chairman thanked the members of the public for their comments, which were noted, and
provided a reply to Mr Stride in that matters relating to Shepton 21 were still being
progressed.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Lovell, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting now be brought back into session.
260./06 Apologies for absence – Cllrs Fone (work) and Hurrell (health).
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above Apologies are accepted.
261./06 Members Declarations of Interests
a)

Closure of Windsor Day Hospital – Cllr Marsh declared a Personal & Non-Prejudicial
Interest in the matter due to her employment.

b)

Collett Park and Matters Relating to Collett Park - Members collectively made a
declaration as to a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in the matter as each member of the
Town Council is a Trustee but that dispensation has been afforded in the matter from the
Standards Committee in July 2003 for the life of the current Council (until April 2007).

Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above declarations are noted and duly recorded.
262./06 Chairman’s Announcements
a)

Letter of Thanks – A letter had been received from Eileen Waterer thanking the
Council for its letter of condolence regarding the sad loss of her son Richard, and the
Salvation Army provided a thank you letter for the generous donation which they
would put towards their community fund, and also confirmed that the hall was
available for the Annual Town Meeting to be held on 25 April 2006.

b)

Funeral of John Quantock – The Chairman reported attendance, with Cllr Champion,
Shearn, Lovell and the Clerk, to the funeral of the late John Quantock who will be sadly
missed and who undertook some works, over a long period, with regard to the
Christmas lighting display.

c)

Mystery Shopper – The Chairman reported that she had attended the presentation of
the Mystery Shopper, however unfortunately she had to leave prior to the end but, at
the second venue, had met up with the winner who was Mr Terry Andrews of Party
Plus.

d)

High Street North/Market Place – The Chairman reported that a letter had been
received from Tony Shire of Somerset County Council to confirm that the Town
Council’s request for enhancement to High Street North and the market place would be
included for a ranking process in this current year, which was due to take place in
February.

263./06 Minutes
The Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 17 January 2006 were considered for
accuracy and content.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Lovell, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by unanimous vote, that the
Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 17 January 2006 be approved as a true record
and signed by the Chairman.
264./06 Matters Arising from the Minutes – No matters were raised.
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265./06 Somerset County Council Update
Cllr Margaret Robinson informed that she would update on behalf of her husband, Stephen, of
the County Council. High Street South works were due to start next week and the contractors
had met with several of the traders. There appeared to be differing support on each side of
the High Street for the project. Chris Challis Model Railway shop would be used as an
information point, complete with signage and contact telephone numbers. Plans for the
market place and the Amulet were moving on, although nothing could be disclosed at this
time. The proposals for a Children’s Centre within the town were progressing well and she also
informed that Cllr Stephen Robinson had attended Whitstone Road with a county surveyor to
review the parking problems and the varying widths and heights of pavements. Finally, she
understood that Martin’s Lane running from the top to Brewery Buildings should have a traffic
regulation order in place within a week, and hoped that this would solve the problem of use
by motorcyclists.
266./06 Mendip District Council Update
Cllr Margaret Robinson confirmed that meetings had taken place regarding weeds within the
town centre and also shopping trolleys and rubble had been removed from various places
within the town. One member requested Cllr Robinson to request her husband, Stephen, to
intervene with Somerset County Council and Highways and get the problem solved regarding
the tarmac which had been left in situ in lieu of replacing the setts within High Street (North).
Further information would be known on the Tesco development and its neighbouring retailers
some time in April, and she also understood that a garden centre would indeed be taking one
of the non-food retail units. Along with this the Haskins’ plans would soon be available. Cllr
Robinson was pleased to confirm that the Bus Pass Scheme had been approved by the District
Council and this would be put into action without delay.
267./06 MCTI/Shepton 21 Update
Cllr Robinson confirmed that she had attended the last meeting. The project regarding the BT
building was now progressing and it appeared that it would indeed go ahead. A list of agencies
wishing to go into the building had been collated and it was possible that these would now
form a Trust which would actually lease the building from BT. One member enquired as to
when the proposals and business plan would be made available and when a presentation
would also be available on their proposals. Cllr Robinson replied that this was unknown and
that two things were fundamental to progression; one was whether BT agreed to lease the
building for the lengthy lease which was required, and that a Trust be set up to take on the
lease and to progress the proposals. It was understood that the Regional Development
Agency would be putting some funding in.
268./06 Planning Applications
Councillor Champion thanked his Vice-Chair, Cllr Fone, for standing in for him over the last
two week period due to personal commitments.
a)

b)

114438/002
Foster

Mr M Shepherd
25 Cowl Street

Creation of parking bay (DEL)

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Gilham, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, with a vote of 9
For, 3 Against & 0 Abstentions – Recommend Approval.

118872/000
Langford

Somer
Community
Housing Trust
Land at
Springfield Court

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous
vote - Recommend Approval subject to the finish of the exterior walls
to be matching with existing dwellings in that the ground floor to
consist of red brick but the first floor should consist of white rendering.
In addition, as the development was taking up valued car parking
spaces, more areas should be developed to provide, and compensate

Erection of 2 two bedroom houses
(DEL)

Full

Full

3

for, loss of parking facilities and to ensure that there was adequate
communal parking for the Springfield Court residents.

269./06 MDC Decisions Not in Accord with Town Council
012580/029 Demolition of Building to Land at Rear of 14-16 High Street, Shepton
Mallet – SMTC recommended approval of the demolition, however Listed Building Consent
had been refused by MDC.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above matter is noted.
270./06 Collett Festival 2006 – Collett Park Portfolio
The Portfolio Holder confirmed that the lake had now been cleared over the weekend. He had
also received quite a few contacts who were willing to assist with the Collett Festival following
an appeal within the local paper; he also wished the Council to inform the County Council,
who were carrying out works to High Street South, that the route would be required for the
Grand Opening Ceremony on 10 June 2006. A meeting had taken place within the Portfolio
Management Group held on 31 January 2006, the notes of which had been circulated to all
members of the Council and, within those notes, he requested members to consider and
resolve recommendations a) – l), all of which related to Collett Festival 2006. These were
discussed and resolved as follows:
a)

Commemorative Projects – Proposed Budget £5,000 – Responsibility Cllr
Jeremiah
Members were provided with a sketch of proposals to put an arch over the existing
gate piers at Charlton Road. The gates to this entrance had been removed previously.
Also to provide new gates, with an arch, to Park Road entrance to replace the existing
gates, although with further investigations carried out today, it was considered
inappropriate to erect an arch due to the condition of the existing piers; and that the
markings proposed for the arch should be included within the gates. In addition to
these two proposals it was proposed to include upgrade to the bandstand by way of
removal of the wooden balustrade panels and replace them with metal railing-type
balustrades. Cllr Jeremiah had been carrying out the procurement and had obtained
three quotations and, currently, it was at a critical stage where a decision needed to be
made due to short timescales. The design and final negotiations were still taking place
with the suppliers and, at the end of the day, there had to be some compromise which
was price versus quality versus being able to complete the work within the timescale.
Cllr Marsh requested that investigation be carried out on the correct spelling of the
word “Collett” which she understood should only have one “t” and not two.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Robinson, with a vote of 12 For,
0 Against & 1 Abstention, that the projects for an archway at Charlton Road; for
renewal of the gates at the Park Road entrance; and for renewal of the bandstand
railings and replacement of panels, is to proceed. An executive decision as to the final
suppliers is afforded to the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Council, along with the
Portfolio Holder, who are to ensure that good quality is achieved along with value for
money, within a budget of £5,000. If there was any additional funding required in
order to keep these items to an acceptable quality, then further proposals should be
resubmitted to Council for consideration.

b)

Promotion and Media – Proposed Budget £500 – Responsibility Cllrs Shearn &
Robinson
Cllr Shearn had met with Haskins, who wanted to get involved and would support the
event. Several members raised the consideration that the afternoon event would clash
with England playing football within Germany, and requested the Working Group to
investigate provision of a large screen to be provided in one area for the enjoyment of
those who wished to watch the football and remain at the event.
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Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Champion, by unanimous vote,
that a budget of £500 is allowed for promotion and media to Collett Festival 2006.
c)

Printed Souvenir Programme – Proposed Maximum Budget £1,750, but
estimating a nett cost or perhaps profit
Graham Walton Publishing (GWP) had been contacted along with several other
companies and it appeared that GWP was best-suited to undertake the works. In
GWP’s estimation the overall success should mean that the printed souvenir
programme could be provided at nil cost, or even a profit, to the Council. However, if
things went wrong and there was insufficient sponsorship or souvenir programmes
were not sold, then he wished back-up support from the Council to a maximum of
£1,750 for a print run of 500 souvenir programmes. It was considered that some
souvenir programmes would be given to special guests such as certain members of the
Collett family, but that the remainder would be sold prior to the event in information
points such as the Tourist Information Centre and also an amount would be available
for sale on the day.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Robinson, by unanimous vote,
that Graham Walton Publishing is engaged to undertake, and provide, a print run of
500 souvenir programmes for the event. It is estimated that this could be provided at
nil cost, or even that the project could be in profit and return some money towards the
event; but that the Town Council would provide, as a financial back-up should the
project be in deficit, a sum of up to a maximum of £1,750.

d)

Setting Out the Event/Infrastructure/Marshalling and Car Parking etc –
Proposed Budget £500 – Responsibility Cllrs Shearn and Robinson
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by unanimous vote,
that a budget of £500 is approved for the infrastructure to the Collett Festival 2006
event.

e)

Opening Ceremony – Proposed Budget £500 – Responsibility Cllr Champion
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by unanimous vote,
that a budget of £500 is approved for the Opening Ceremony event.

f)

Additional Entertainment – Cost Estimated at £1,000 – Responsibility Cllr Cann
Cllr Cann was progressing with the matter and confirmed that the additional
entertainment would be sponsored by Glastonbury Festivals, which was estimated to
be in the region of £1,000, and there would be no cost to the Town Council.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Cann, by unanimous vote, that
the sponsorship of approximately £1,000 to provide additional entertainment in the
late afternoon of the event, was noted and that the sponsorship by Glastonbury
Festivals is very gratefully received by the Town Council.

g)

Hosting of the Collett Family, Civic and Local Guests to a Possible Buffet Lunch
– Overall Proposed Budget £2,000 – Hosting of the Collett Family and Guests
is the responsibility of the SMTC Chair, the Buffet Lunch to be held at St Paul’s
School is the responsibility of Cllr Manvill.
There was some lengthy discussion as to the scope of both the civic and local guests
and also a consensus at the meeting that all or part of the Collett family should not be
included at this stage, although it was acknowledged that there may be some form of
hospitality required for those members of the Collett family that had travelled some
distance to the event, especially on the day. Cllr Manvill confirmed that she had
already carried out a review of the facilities at St Paul’s school and there would be a
limit to seating a maximum of 136 persons. Fearings Catering had already been
booked for the event.
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Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Champion, with a vote of 12 For &
1 Abstention, that the Council agree an overall budget of £2,000 but that a list of
persons to be invited, which would come from the civic, local and Collett family listing,
should be collated and worked up with a draft listing provided to all councillors; and
the matter be agendaed for the next meeting of the Town Council for further
consideration. It was considered that the budget would be the overriding factor and
the number of guests invited may have to be curtailed to stay within budget.
The press then left the meeting.
271./06 – Closure of Windsor Day Hospital – Community & Leisure Portfolio
The Deputy Portfolio Holder confirmed that a consultation document had been received which
had to be returned by 7 April, and he intended to visit the SMTC office to review the
document, along with the Clerk; and, with Council’s agreement, he would complete the
document in a robust manner informing that the Council was not in approval of their actions
and intent in closing the facility prior to consultation and that the Council look forward to the
facility re-opening. One member considered that the policy had changed nationally and that
the Town Council should challenge this whole matter on this closure; this could be done by
way of a judicial review. There was also a public meeting to be held at Croscombe Village Hall
this Thursday, 9 February 2006 at 2.30pm which, once again, ridiculed the town as the
meeting was being held outside Shepton and was scheduled for 2.30pm on a working day
when most Sheptonians were unable to attend. This was considered unacceptable.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Champion, by unanimous vote, that the
matter is noted and that the Deputy Portfolio Holder meet with the Clerk and complete the
consultation document in the manner as set out in the above debate.
272./06 – Police Newsletter – Community & Leisure Portfolio
The latest newsletter from Chief Superintendent Andy Marsh had been distributed to all
members of the Council.
Resolve: by unanimous vote that the matter is noted.
273./06 – Dry Play Equipment to the Swimming Pool Lido Project – Community &
Leisure Portfolio
Cllr Lovell, the Project Group Chairman, apologised that Ian Munday, the Leisure Officer from
the District Council, was unable to attend as he was unwell; and also that the project
architect, Saunders, had not yet come up with alternative proposals for differing types of play
equipment. There then took place a lengthy debate regarding provision of, and the type of,
play equipment at the Lido facility. One member considered that if there was to be no play
equipment then this would have a cost saving of some £12,000 and this should be reduced in
the money being provided by the Town Council, and the monies then held in Town Council
Reserves. Members considered that there was insufficient information for them to make an
informed decision.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Lovell, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by unanimous vote, that the
Town Council defer any decision in respect of dry play equipment within the Lido project and
that the Project Group and Leisure Officer of the District Council are requested to submit
detailed proposals for alternative play equipment which should include images; and for the
matter to be agendaed for the next meeting of the Town Council for further consideration. It
was hoped that deferring this decision for some two weeks would not hold up works.
274./06 – “Shepton Mallet on Foot” Booklet Guide Project – Footpaths Portfolio
A project initiation and project plan document had been agreed and provided to all members
of the Council for information purposes. Additional funding had now been achieved with Guy
Braga and Martin Lofthouse of the District Council and good progress was being made.
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Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Champion, by unanimous vote, that good
progress to the project is noted (project notes attached), and that Cllr Manvill be thanked for
her efforts.

275./06 – Resignation of Properties Portfolio Holder
Cllr Lockey had verbally tendered his resignation from the post of Properties Portfolio Holder.
The matter had been considered by the Portfolio Management Group on 31 January, the
unanimous recommendation of which was that the Deputy Portfolio Holder, Cllr Robinson,
assumes the role of Portfolio Holder and to operate without a Deputy Portfolio Holder until the
next Council AGM in May 2006. One member considered that Standing Orders should be
updated to include a policy and procedures with regard to re-election of Portfolio Holders and
their Deputies should this need arise.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Lovell, with a vote of 12 For & 0
Against, that the matter is noted and that the recommendations of the Portfolio Management
Group are approved in that Cllr Robinson assumes the role of Portfolio Holder, and that the
matter of Deputy Portfolio Holder be deferred until the next AGM of Council. Councillor Lockey
is to be thanked for all his hard work when carrying out previous duties as Properties Portfolio
Holder.
276./06 – Flag Duties - Properties Portfolio
Following the resignation of the Properties Portfolio Holder, Cllr Lockey had also indicated that
he wished to resign from the unofficial and volunteer post of erecting and taking down flags
on the various dates set within the annual flag-flying calendar. This matter had been
discussed at the Portfolio Management Group meeting held on 31 January and the Clerk had
volunteered to undertake these additional duties until the matter could be reviewed by
Council, or until a further volunteer member comes forward.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted. The Clerk is to undertake the
additional duties of flying the town’s flags and the matter be reviewed at the next AGM of
Council.
277./06 - Improvements of the Market Place and High Street North – Regeneration
Portfolio
This matter appeared to have been dealt with under Somerset County Council update earlier
in the meeting, although a response letter had been received from Cllr Tony Shire of
Somerset County Council who was the Portfolio Holder for Highways. It did appear now that a
request for enhancement would be included within an LTP ranking scheme which was to take
place in February 2006.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Lovell, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by unanimous vote, that the
matter is noted.
278./06 – HERS - Regeneration Portfolio
Members were informed that the next meeting was to take place on Tuesday, 21 February
2006 at 10.00am, where it appeared that the main agenda item would be the Anglo Trading
Estate Feasibility Study.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Jeremiah, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by unanimous vote, that the
matter is noted.
279./06 – Standards of Conduct Proposed Amendments - Administration Portfolio
A discussion paper had been received from the ODPM and also a summary paper from SALC.
Cllr Jeremiah had reviewed this information and provided to all members of the Council his
own summary with a response request from all members. Unfortunately only one member had
returned the required information to him, although several members at the meeting
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requested that an appeals procedure be included. Cllr Jeremiah requested all members to
provide their returns as soon as possible and that, before the required deadline, he would
complete the return to include all information that had been received back from councillors.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Robinson, seconded by Cllr Cann, with a vote of 12 For & 1
Abstention, that the matter is noted. Cllr Jeremiah to collate and provide a return to the
ODPM by the deadline, to incorporate all points from councillors should he receive a response,
and that he would also include a request for an appeals procedure to be included.
280./06 – Voting Procedures
Administration Portfolio

Applicable to Agenda Items to be Noted Only -

Following problems at previous Council meetings, and a request for the matter to be
reviewed, options had been worked up and considered by the Portfolio Management Group on
31 January which mainly related to two options. It was the resolve of the Portfolio
Management Group to unanimously recommend Council to consider Option 1 for approval.
The two options were:
Option 1 – For all items which were to be noted, from whatever source, to be compiled in one
listing and the complete list to be voted on-block to note by way of existing procedures as laid
down in Standing Orders, namely, a proposer, seconder and a vote by way of a show of
hands.
Option 2 – To amend Standing Orders to reduce the vote of requirements which would be to
note from one proposer, that would not require a seconder, and a vote would be by consensus
(no need for a show of hands and to be taken as agreed unless specifically challenged by a
member). Matters to note, which needed to be discussed would need to be brought forward
and dealt with in accordance with this consideration and voting procedures. If this also
included a resolve/decision/money being spent then this would be required to be placed on
the agenda for the next meeting.
Cllr O’Connor proposed, Cllr Gilham seconded, for the Council to approve Option 2 but this
vote was lost by a vote of 4 For, 5 Against & 3 Abstentions.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Marsh, seconded by Cllr Lovell, with a vote of 6 For, 5 Against & 2
Abstentions, that the Council approve Option 1 as recommended by the Portfolio Management
Group at their meeting held on 31 January 2006, and that this would be for all agenda items
to be noted at a meeting of the Town Council, from whatever source, to be compiled in one
listing and the complete list to be voted to note by way of existing procedures as laid down in
Standing Orders – this will require a proposer, a seconder and a vote by way of a show of
hands. The only amendment to Standing Orders would be to the Order of Business whereby
items to be noted would be an additional standard agenda item.
281./06 Portfolio Management Group Meeting of 31 January 2006 – Administration
Portfolio
Notes of the meeting (which have been distributed previously to all members of the Council)
and which were referred to during the previous considerations of this meeting, were
requested to be noted. Cllr Lovell requested amendment that he was not a member of the
Group and he did not table his apologies.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Manvill, seconded by Cllr Champion, with a vote of 12 For & 1
Abstention, that the notes of the meeting of the Portfolio Management Group held on 31
January 2006 (attached to these Minutes) is noted.
282./06 Changes to Local Government Pension Scheme – Administration Portfolio
A consultation draft had been received and reviewed by the Portfolio Holder, who had also
been in contact with SALC on the matter. There were some significant changes to the scheme
and a response was required by the 28 February 2006. The Town Council only had two
employees within the scheme and the Portfolio Holder’s advice from SALC was that not many
parish councils would be providing a response.
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Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Lovell, seconded by Cllr Robinson, by unanimous vote, that the
matter is noted and that the Town Council make no response on this occasion.

283./06 Finance
a) Accounts for Payment by Cheque
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Jeremiah, seconded by Cllr Lovell , by unanimous vote, that
payments made by Cheque for February 2006 as per Appendix “A” attached to these Minutes,
be approved.
b) Accounts previously paid by Direct Debit
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Jeremiah, seconded by Cllr Lovell, by unanimous vote, that
payments made by Direct Debit for February 2006 as per Appendix “A” as attached to these
Minutes be approved.
c) Confidential Salaries for Payment by Cheque
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Jeremiah, seconded by Cllr Lovell, by unanimous vote, that the
Confidential Salary Payments for February 2006 as per Appendix “A” (Confidential Section)
attached to these Minutes be approved.
d) Income
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Jeremiah, seconded by Cllr Lovell, by unanimous vote, that
Income received for February 2006 as per Appendix “A” attached to these Minutes is
noted.
284./06 Agenda Matters for the Next Meeting
The next meeting is to be held on 21 February 2006 at 7.00pm in the Mendip District Council
Committee Room.
The Chairman thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 9.00pm.

Councillor J.D. Bartlett
Chairman

Signature_____________
_____/_____/_2006
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A P P E N D I X
Cheque
No
2062
2063
2064
2067
2068
2069
2070

Payee
Kythira I.T. Ltd
Glasdon UK Limited
NetPayDue.Com.Limited
The Salvation Army
Royal Bath & West Society
The Consortium
Cliveden Conservation

Payments by Direct Debit
30/12/05 Quadron Services Limited
30/12/05
4/1/06
3/1/06
4/1/06
18/1/06
17/1/06
16/1/06

Code
5310
6030
5040
6650
5400
5300
6400

“ A ”
Total
Payment

Goods Supplied
I.T. support (Nov/Dec 05) Admin Assist PC
Collett Park - Litter Bin Inner Liners
Payroll Online including E-filing 05/06
Min 232/06 E - Donation for use of rooms
Annual Subscription 2006 - inc VAT
Stationery
Replace stopped cheque 2040 Dec 05.

£
£
£
£
£
£
£

70.50
89.11
52.88
50.00
80.00
117.59
8,199.28

£

8,659.36

6000/6005

Collett Park Ground Care Contract

£

2,450.22

Cleanaway Ltd
CGU Bonus
Market Town
Bristol & Wessex
Plusnet Tech Ltd
BT Direct Debits

6020
5200/6090
5315
6140
5160
5160

Collett Park - Waste Disposal
Insurance Premium
Website - Monthly Charge
Whitstone Road - Allotments - Water Usage
Broadband Subscription
Telephone Lines and Calls

£
£
£
£
£
£

45.34
305.49
70.50
29.31
20.49
138.26

Somerset CC Pensions

5010

Pension Scheme - Monthly Contribution
Sub Total

£
£

457.28
3,516.89

Total =

£

12,176.25

Total

£
£
£

1,156.11
419.73
1,575.84

Grand Total

£

13,752.09

CONFIDENTIAL PAYMENTS
2065
2066

Date
12-Dec
20-Jan
25-Jan

27-Jan

Graham H Brown
Jeanette Lintern

Income
Bank Interest
Credit
Credit
HM Customs

5000
5000

Code

Town Clerk - Feb Salary 2006
Admin Assistant - Feb Salary 2006

Total
Deposit

Category of Income
Business 30 Day Account
Allotment Rent - Various
Allotment Rent - Various
VAT reclaim

Total Income =

Councillor J Bartlett
Chairman

Signature________________

Councillor N Jeremiah
Vice Chairman

Signature________________

£
£
£
£
£

205.77
104.00
155.00
949.06
1,413.83

Date_____________

Date_____________
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Shepton Mallet Town Council held on 21 February
2006, in the MDC Committee Room, Cannards Grave Road, Shepton Mallet.
Present: Chairman - Councillor J Bartlett
Cllrs: Mr M.M. Cann, Mr R. Champion, Mr C. Inchley, Mr C.F. Lockey, Mr M. Lovell, Mrs J.M.
Marsh, Mr T. O’Connor, Mr N. F. Shearn and Mr A. Taylor
Mr Ian Munday, Mendip District Council Leisure Officer, five members of the public and no
members of the press were in attendance. The Chairman opened the meeting, welcoming
members and the general public. A brief was provided on Health & Safety requirements including
emergency evacuation and assembly point procedures.
285./06 Public Forum
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Lovell, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting be adjourned for the matter to be transacted.
a) Public Transport – Mr Clive Pearson confirmed that he was meeting with Somerset
County Council on Friday morning to discuss all public transport in Shepton Mallet,
especially the new hospital, and also there was a review of bus services in the area in
April. He would ask for a written outcome of the meeting and would distribute it to all
councillors, through the Clerk, when received.
b) Tesco’s Development – Mr Clive Pearson raised concern that the MDC Chief Executive
had considered that he was happy to receive any new evidence against Tesco’s application
and he considered that his Council had dealt with the application in the correct manner.
c) The Late Brian Monahan’s Memorial Bench – Mr Clive Pearson requested an update as
to when the bench would be replaced within the Market Place following vandalism late last
year.
d) Previous Minutes – Mr Taffy Stride enquired whether there was any further update to
items which he raised during previous meetings regarding the Cenotaph, Shepton 21, the
issue of bus passes and Station Road footpath, of which he deemed the chain-link fencing
to be in an urgent state of repair.
e) Street Lighting – Mr Taffy Stride informed the Council that the streetlights were
flickering this evening in the area of Westway Lane and Compton Road. He understood
that the utility companies had been working in the area today and this could be the
reason.
f) Loss of Trees – Tesco’s Development – Mr Will Dunscombe raised concern regarding
comments made earlier and stated that the protestor in question was a really nice guy,
whose interest was purely environmental. He actually received nothing in repayment and
was currently not under any benefit support. He had indeed found anomalies within MDC’s
planning approval and the matter was being pursued.
g) Recycling Bins – Mr Mike Harris raised concern as to the recycling facility within
Commercial Road car park. The skips had been moved to a waste section of land within
the car park and he requested that they either be moved back to the previous location or,
if they were going to remain in this new position, then some improvement of the area
would be required as it was continually muddy.
The Chairman thanked members of the public for their comments, which were noted, and
informed that Brian Monahan’s bench was to be replaced by the District Council. The
Chairman informed that, although the Town Council was chasing Shepton 21 for their
accounts and financial information, it would assist if Mr Stride could also chase the matter
directly with MDC and the contact name of the officer concerned was Mr Guy Braga.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Lovell, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting now be brought back into session.
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286./06 Apologies for absence – Cllrs Hurrell (health), Manvill (family) and Robinson (MDC
meeting)
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above Apologies are accepted.
287./06 Members Declarations of Interests
a)

Planning Application 023519/009PG29 – Bowlish House – Cllr Bartlett declared a
Personal & Non-Prejudicial Interest in the matter as she was a neighbour.

Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above declaration is noted and duly recorded.
288./06 Chairman’s Announcements
The Chairman reported that she had no announcements to make, however Cllr Inchley
requested Council to provide a thank-you letter to Mr Steve Chaudoir who was shortly to
retire as Headmaster of Whitstone Technical College. He considered that he had contributed,
and had made a great difference, to Whitstone College during his time served and, at the
same time, he had remained active within the community. Members unanimously supported
Cllr Inchley’s proposals and a letter of gratitude is to be sent to Mr Steve Chaudoir for his
contributions to Whitstone Technical College and the community, and to wish him all the best
in his retirement.
289./06 Minutes
The Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 7 February 2006 were considered for
accuracy and content.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Cann, seconded by Cllr Lovell, by unanimous vote, that the Minutes
of the Town Council Meeting held on 7 February 2006 be approved as a true record and
signed by the Chairman.
290./06 Matters Arising from the Minutes
Minute 273./06 Dry Play Equipment to the Swimming Pool Lido Project – The
Chairman welcomed Ian Munday, Leisure Officer of the District Council, who was the MDC
officer currently driving the project through. Mr Munday provided a short presentation to
members requesting them to consider play features rather than play equipment for reasons of
health and safety. The majority of items had no moving parts and were robust and solid which
would obviously reduce long-term maintenance. There was a current budget within the project
of some £12,500 and he requested Council’s consideration to provide play features within this
budget. He provided images of a range of play features, mainly for the younger generation,
which would be appropriate. If agreed by the Town Council, then he would proceed with indepth negotiations with a supplier to arrange a quotation and supply of a range of play
features for the budget available.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Cann, with a vote of 9 For, 0 Against &
1 Abstention, that the Town Council support the proposals to provide play features similar to
those presented by Ian Munday at the meeting, and that Ian Munday should progress
negotiations with a supplier for a range of play features to be provided for the budget sum
available. An executive decision is to be afforded to Cllr Lovell, Chairman of the Steering
Group, along with Ian Munday, to obtain best value, proceed with the ordering of the goods
and to provide a detailed list of exactly what they were able to achieve for the budget sum for
distribution to all councillors.
291./06 Matters To Be Noted
a)

Darshill Retaining Wall – An update to highway works had been received from
Somerset County Council. They were estimating five weeks’ works to commence in
mid-March 2006, temporary traffic lights, narrow carriageways, temporary 3-tonne
weight restriction and possible temporary closure of the A371 were envisaged.
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b)

SMTC Newsletters – the Winter 2006 issue had now been distributed (1,500 copies).
A draft content of the Spring 2006 issue had been provided to the MDC printers for
inclusion within “Your Mendip”, the publication to be distributed in April.

c)

War Memorial Project Update – The Clerk informed the meeting that he was still
chasing quotations from suitable architects. Three of those contacted had been unable
to provide a quotation due to their current workload. The Clerk had also received a
sketch drawing of a concept layout of the Cenotaph and its immediate surrounding
area from Tesco’s and Highways’ architects. They requested a consensus from the
Town Council and other parties prior to making more detailed designs.

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Lovell, seconded by Cllr Cann, with a vote of 8 For, 0 Against & 1
Abstention, that the above matters are noted. In addition, the Spring 2006 newsletter is to
correct the spelling of “Clarke’s site” (ie remove “e”), remove the line “negative thoughts
usually produce negative results” and also to insert the date of this year’s Collett Festival. The
consensus of the Town Council regarding the War Memorial sketch drawing is that the seating
provision appears to be excessive and they would wish to see the memorial elevated on a
plinth; this would add height to the structure and also a suitable surrounding plinth would
allow an area for wreaths to be placed during memorial ceremonies.
292./06 Planning Applications
a)

b)

101285/011
PG29
Jarrold

Parsons Tree
Surgery
The Hollies, Leg
Square

Works
to
conifer
tree
Conservation Area (DEL)

in

a

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Cann, by unanimous vote –
Recommend application be refused. The Town Council consider that the
conifer tree should be removed rather than reduced in height and to be
replaced with a suitable broadleafed tree.

023519/009
PG29
Jarrold

Mr J Goy
Bowlish House
Restaurant,
Coombe Lane

Works to and felling of trees within a
Conservation Area (DEL)

CA
Tree
Works

CA
Felling
Trees

Cllr Bartlett declared a Personal & Non-Prejudicial Interest in the matter
earlier in the meeting.
Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Lovell, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by unanimous vote
– That the matter be deferred and an executive decision be afforded to
the Chairman of the Planning Committee as there is currently
insufficient information appertaining to tree number 3 to enable the
Council to make a considered judgement at this time. However, the
Town Council is in support of works to trees 1 & 2 to the front of the
property. The tree in question, number 3, is sited to the rear of the
property and upon a steep bank.

293./06 MDC Decisions Not in Accord with Town Council
1 Wolff Stone, Unit 9a Fosse Works, Certificate of Lawful Use or Development - SMTC
resolved to note this item only and MDC had refused the Certificate.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above matter is noted.
Cllr Lockey then left the meeting.
294./06 Collett Festival 2006 – Collett Park Portfolio
An update of progress to items regarding the festival and budgets held, dated 15 February,
had been provided to members (attached to these Minutes). The Clerk provided an update to
the following:
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 Commemorative projects – Quotes were now in and a meeting should be arranged
to agree the preferred supplier;
 Printed Programmes – The office has started to draft historical items for inclusion in
the programme;
 Booking of Community Stalls, Traders and Car Booters – The Clerk confirmed
that all the booking forms had now been sent out to the respective parties;
 Opening Ceremony Band – The Clerk confirmed that initial requests had been made
to Wincanton, Frome and Wells Town Bands. The initial discussions had not proved
positive although we are still awaiting further response;
 Civic and Other Guests Lists – The Clerk confirmed that the approval and
compilation of the list would be discussed later in Confidential Session, however,
having discussed the matter with Cllr Shearn, it was considered appropriate, when the
guest lists were agreed, that letters should be sent out requesting expressions of
interest and to provide a response form as to whether the invitees would like to a)
participate in the opening procession; b) take part in the opening ceremony in the
Park; c) attend the buffet lunch; d) attend the festival for a part, or all, of the day; and
e) take part in a walking history tour around the town (these were expected to be
taking place throughout the day.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted and a meeting is to take place in the
Clerk’s office at 3.00pm on Wednesday, 22 February which the Chairman and Vice-Chairman
of the Council, Cllrs Shearn and Champion are to attend to make an executive decision
regarding the preferred supplier of metalwork for the archways, gates and shelter railings.
295./06 – Shepton Mallet Gymnastics Club Grant Application – Community & Leisure
Portfolio
The funding was required to provide additional gymnastics equipment. The Portfolio Holder
provided a summary of the application and Cllr Shearn confirmed that they normally attended
Collett Festival with up to 100 children.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Marsh, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous vote, that a
Community Grant of £150 is awarded to Shepton Mallet Gymnastics Club.
296./06 Confidential Session – Collett Festival 2006 Guest List
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Lovell , seconded by Cllr Shearn, by unanimous vote, that, in view
of the nature of the business to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the
press and public be excluded, which was duly complied with.
A draft list of guests for Collett Festival 2006 was considered, having previously been
distributed to all members of the Council. There was a request for two representatives from
the Tenon Group, and also Alan Stone and Lorraine Pratten, to be included within the list
which would now total 113 names. Also provision should be made for a number of the Collett
family to be included.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Lovell, seconded by Cllr Cann, with a vote of 6 For, 2 Against & 1
Abstention, that the list (as attached to these Minutes) of 113 persons, and a number of the
Collett family, are invited to the buffet civic lunch at Collett Festival 2006. The number of
placements from the Collett family is to be restricted, if required, to ensure that the provision
stays within the allocated budget of £1,500.
297./06 Agenda Matters for the Next Meeting
Parking around Her Majesty’s Prison – Cllr Inchley
The next meeting is to be held on 7 March 2006 at 7.00pm in the Mendip District Council
Chamber.
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The Chairman thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 8.10pm.

Councillor J.D. Bartlett
Chairman

Signature_____________
_____/_____/_2006

5

Minutes of the Meeting of the Shepton Mallet Town Council held on 7 March
2006, in the MDC Chamber, Cannards Grave Road, Shepton Mallet.
Present: Chairman - Councillor J Bartlett
Cllrs: Mr R. Champion, Mr T. Fone, Mr C.C. Inchley, Mr N. Jeremiah, Mr M. Lovell , Mrs L.A.
Manvill, Mrs J.M. Marsh, Mr T. O’Connor, Mrs M.R. Robinson, Mr N. F. Shearn and Mr A. Taylor.
Mr Guy Braga, Area Regeneration Officer of MDC, 12 members of the public and one member of
the press were in attendance. The Chairman opened the meeting, welcoming members and the
general public. A brief was provided on Health & Safety requirements including emergency
evacuation and assembly point procedures. A further brief was provided as to the use of the
Induction Loop facility for users of hearing aids, use of the microphones was emphasised and
informed that the meeting would be audio-taped for internal use only.
298./06 Public Forum
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting be adjourned for the matter to be transacted.
a) Public Transport in Shepton Mallet – Mr Clive Pearson reported that he had met with
Somerset County Council on Friday, 3 March with a very constructive meeting. He was
hoping to receive written confirmation of the points raised at the meeting which would be
distributed to all members, through the Clerk, by the next meeting of the Town Council
due on 21 March 2006. He did provide an update that the new timetable and review would
take place as from 30 April. He had seen a draft and there was very little change in
Shepton Mallet for the foreseeable future apart from Service 776, where a route to Tesco’s
would be incorporated in a much grander scale.
b) The Late Brian Monahan’s Memorial Seat – Mr Pearson enquired as to whom he
should record his thanks now that the memorial seat had been replaced, along with the
plaque, for the late Brian Monahan to which the Chairman confirmed that any thanks
should be addressed to Mr Stuart Finney of MDC.
c) Planning Application – 2 Bowlish Lane – Cllr Inchley made a Declaration of Interest
regarding this matter and left the room. Mrs Russ informed that she was speaking on
behalf of residence in the vicinity of the applicant and raised much concern, that the large
decking area, which was very high, would mean that anyone stood upon the decking
would be overseeing her and other residents property and there would be an unacceptable
loss of privacy. When the property was originally built it was on condition that there were
to be no windows on their side of the property. They were also concerned about the
foundations of a wall and also vehicular access would also be a problem. Cllr Inchley then
rejoined the meeting.
d) Tesco Development and Felling of Trees – Mr Will Dunscombe raised much concern
that it appeared that, following a petition of over 1700 signatures regarding the loss of
trees, this document had apparently been “tossed aside” by MDC and he considered that
MDC had already made their decision prior to the Planning Board meeting to consider the
matter. It was, indeed, a foregone conclusion. He bought members’ attention to the fact
that Tesco had 90 other sites ongoing, much the same as that planned for Shepton, and
asked the Council the reason why the site had not been used for affordable housing and
why the old clubhouse had not been used as a community hall. He considered that this
was yet another bad decision by both the Town and District Councils and finished with the
statement “every little hurts”. One extra member of the public then joined the meeting.
Mr Ollie Carter, an environmentalist and also a tree campaigner, also spoke on the matter.
He was a local person who had lived in the area for the last two years and went by the
area in question on a regular basis. He informed members that the plans did not match
the area and that, within the development, there was an area of woodland not previously
developed. Many of the trees were unaccounted for and it appeared that information was
incorrect and disregarded. He considered that there may well be “back-handers” to the
Council and that the matter regarding incorrect paperwork was totally unacceptable. He
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had personally requested a Tree Preservation Order on one tree but this had been refused
by the District Council on, what he considered, a technicality. He considered that, if the
application, had counted the undergrowth then this would be classed as a woodland site.
Mr Carter felt that Tesco had lied to both the Town and District Councils within their
application and requested the Town Council to put in some measure to save the trees, and
that he wanted this situation to stop immediately. Two members of the public then left the
meeting.
Mr Mike Harris informed that he had met with the environmentalists and people
campaigning against felling of the trees, who appeared very sociable. He considered that
their actions had bought Tesco to the forefront with all the publicity, both in local and
national media. He did raise concern as to the very high police presence and enquired
whether this cost was to be borne by the ratepayer. He considered that the police should
be fighting crime and put to work in lieu instead of just sitting in the area in their vans.
e) Update on Matters in Previous Minutes – Mr Taffy Stride requested an update
regarding the Cenotaph and its ownership. He had also written to the District Council
directly, as requested, regarding his concerns of Shepton 21 being an unelected body but
without response to date. He also required an update as to the chain-link fencing at
Station Road footpath which he considered was a health and safety hazard and in a
dangerous condition. The Chairman informed that the Council had heard back regarding
the Cenotaph and that all information received pointed to the local Council as being in
ownership of the land the Cenotaph stands upon.
f) High Street Highway Works – Mr Taffy Stride considered that this area was being left in
a dangerous state. He considered that someone was going to fall over due to the
undulating surfaces and felt that, once again, this would not happen in Wells. He felt it
appeared that the County Council could not care less about Shepton Mallet.
g) Yellow Wastebags – Mr Mike Harris raised concern that these wastebags, which may
have specialist waste within them, were being left out in Board Cross for several days prior
to collection. He considered that, if they were special waste, they should be cleared
immediately.
The Chairman thanked members of the public for their comments.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Lovell , by unanimous vote, that the
meeting now be brought back into session.
299./06 Apologies for absence – Cllrs Cann (work), Hurrell (health) and Lockey.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above Apologies are accepted.
300./06 Members Declarations of Interests
a)

Planning Application – 2 Bowlish Lane – Cllr Bartlett declared a Personal & Prejudicial
Interest in the matter as she was a neighbour, and would leave the meeting at the
appropriate point. Cllr Inchley declared a Personal & Prejudicial Interest in the matter as
he was known by the applicant, and would also leave the meeting as he had done
previously.

b)

Planning Application – Shepton Mallet Leisure Centre – Cllr Inchley declared a
Personal & Prejudicial Interest in the matter as he was a Governor of Whitstone
Technology College.

c)

Parking Around Her Majesty’s Prison – Cllr Marsh declared a Personal & NonPrejudicial Interest in the matter as she worked within the prison.

d)

Finance – Cllr Marsh declared a Personal & Prejudicial Interest in the matter as she was
the wife of the clock-keeper.

Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above declarations are noted and duly recorded.
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301./06 Chairman’s Announcements - The Chairman informed that she had met with local
police, along with the Vice-Chairman, although the meeting had been curtailed due to the
incident regarding Tesco and the trees. The Council had also received a response letter to the
letter of gratitude sent to Steve Chaudoir, who thanked the Council and wished all the
councillors well.
302./06 Minutes - The Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 21 February 2006 were
considered for accuracy and content.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Champion, by unanimous vote, that the
Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 21 February 2006 be approved as a true record
and signed by the Chairman.
303./06 Matters Arising from the Minutes
a)

Minute 292./06 Item b – Bowlish House Restaurant – Works to Felling Trees –
The Planning Chairman confirmed that the tree in question was actually a Western Red
Cedar and that, following all information and consideration, he had made an executive
decision, along with his Vice-Chairman, that the application be recommended for
approval. This matter had been sent to the District Council and he requested Council’s
ratification of that decision.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Fone, with a vote of 10 For, 1
Against & 1 Abstention that the executive decision taken by the Planning Chairman of
recommending approval to the above application, is confirmed.

b)

Minute 285./06 – Loss of Trees, Tesco Development – One member proposed
that the Town Council write to the Chief Constable of Avon & Somerset Constabulary to
enquire as to who was bearing the cost of the policing to the Tesco site. It was
considered that this was not a public but rather a civic matter and the Council should
consider that Tesco should be footing the financial bill for the policing.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the Town Council write to the Chief Constable of
Avon & Somerset Constabulary raising concern over what appears to be high profile
policing, to enquire as to who was bearing the cost of this policing and to inform that it
was the Town Council’s opinion that this was a civic matter and that Tesco should be
made to pay any financial cost involved relating to the policing.

304./06 Somerset County Council Update – Cllr Robinson informed that safety improvements
were due to take place next week at the Charlton Road crossroads. This would involve
changes of signalling to have dedicated lanes for turning and the work would hopefully be
completed by the beginning of April.
Cllr Robinson also informed members of the new Children’s Centre which was due to be
incorporated into the Infants School at Waterloo Road. It was hoped that the facility would
open in early 2007 and was proposed to be open from 8.00am-6.00pm five days a week. One
member raised concern as to the ongoing problems with the retaining wall supporting the
area and that, currently, the school was unable to use the hall due to the problem. He also
requested to find out who would be funding the works to the retaining wall – would it be
Somerset County Council or the developer. Cllr Robinson confirmed that she understood that
there would be a new hall was to be built.
Resolve: by unanimous vote that the matter is noted and Cllr Robinson will contact Somerset
County Council to find out the situation regarding the retaining wall.
305./06 Mendip District Council Update – Area Regeneration Officer’s Programme
2006/07 – Mr Guy Braga presented his draft Area Regeneration programme and budget of
which all councillors had received a copy. His process was to provide a general review and
then to respond to questions and answers. He confirmed, upon points raised within public
forum, that he had just received a letter and was due to respond to Mr Stride directly
regarding his request for information on Shepton 21. He informed the Town Council, in no
uncertain terms, that Shepton 21 was an unelected body, but there was nothing underhand or
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illegal at all. Shepton 21 was, indeed, monitored by SWRDA as a community group. The aim
of Shepton 21 was to deliver a strategic plan for Shepton Mallet and its hinterlands. All
members of Shepton 21 were working very hard, they were all volunteers and unpaid. Guy
Braga’s time as officer, documented throughout his programme, was explained and, of all the
groups and bodies he worked with, he considered that Shepton Mallet was a special case and
that there were fundamental infrastructure matters still to be put in place. However, next year
he would also working upon what he considered to be “cosmetic” matters such as dressing-up
of empty shops etc.
He then entered into a question and answer session with members. Cllr Inchley confirmed
that the Town Council was not implying that Shepton 21 were doing anything illegal; he
agreed that they were hard-working, however they had promised to report in December but
the Town Council was still waiting. Frustration was building as time was progressing. Cllr
O’Connor felt that we must see progress. He considered that the Area Regeneration Officer’s
programme document was fine, but there must be a start to seeing achievement rather than
just documenting. Cllr Fone raised concern regarding the ARO programme. He considered that
there nothing measurable within the document. He enquired how it was to be measured,
there were no timescales and enquired how the officer would measure success. Following a
prolonged discussion Cllr Fone confirmed that he would talk to Guy Braga after the meeting.
Resolve: by unanimous vote that the matter is noted.
306./06 MCTI/Shepton 21 Update – Cllr Champion confirmed that he had attended the last
meeting. He estimated that the Strategic Plan would be available at the end of this month.
The draft was already out with Shepton 21 members who had until the 10 March to provide
their responses.
Resolve: by unanimous vote that the matter is noted.
307./06 Somerset Strategic Partnership – “Our Vision for Somerset Champions” – This
was aimed at providing successful County economy in the future. A copy of the Partnership’s
Somerset Economic Strategy, including an executive summary, had been received and was
available from the Town Council offices.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Robinson, by unanimous vote, that the
matter is noted.
308./06 Planning Applications
a)

118058/000
Arnold

Mr & Mrs J
Vaiciukas 2
Bowlish Lane,
Bowlish

Erection of new garage, deck area
and
carport/covered
area
and
conversion
of
existing
attached
garage to residential (DEL)

Full

Cllrs Bartlett and Inchley, both having declared an Interest previously,
then left the room. Cllr Jeremiah assumed the Chair of the meeting.
Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Shearn, by unanimous
vote – Recommend Refusal. The decking appeared to be the same
height as the bedroom windows to the houses at adjoining Coombe Dell
and this would be very intrusive and result in a loss of privacy as the
deck area would look straight into the bedroom windows. The building
proposed was on very steep ground and the development was totally
out of character. It was understood that a previous condition of the
original build was that there were to be no window openings on this
side of the building. There was also concern as to the foundations of an
existing wall and also access arrangements.
Cllrs Bartlett and Inchley then rejoined the meeting. Cllr bartlett then
resumed Chair of the meeting.
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b)

012580/031
Kimberley

Langdale Western
Ltd
Mac-Hire, Great
Ostry

Demolish existing tool & plant hire
shop & workshop to facilitate erection
of building to accommodate 12
apartments together with access, car
parking & associated works (DEL)

Conser
- vation
Area

This site had now been visited several times previously, and now this
new planning application had been received. A Member of the Council
had tried to mediate between all the landowners to bring some
common sense to the situation.

c)

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Jeremiah, seconded by Cllr Lovell, by unanimous vote
- Recommend Refusal. The whole area should be dealt with as a
complete development. A comprehensive plan for the whole site should
be brought together and Mendip District Council should ensure that this
comes about by getting all the parties together and bring forward a
complete scheme for the good of the town. It was considered that each
area of the whole site is dependant on each other.

012580/032
Kimberley

Langdale Western
Ltd,
Mac-Hire, Great
Ostry

Redevelopment involving demolition
of existing tool & plant hire shop &
workshop (Class A1/B2) & erection of
building
to
accommodate
12
apartments together with car parking,
landscaping & associated works (DEL)

Full

This site had now been visited several times previously, and now this
new planning application had been received. A Member of the Council
had tried to mediate between all the landowners to bring some
common sense to the situation.

d)

e)

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Jeremiah, seconded by Cllr Lovell, by unanimous vote
- Recommend Refusal. The whole area should be dealt with as a
complete development. A comprehensive plan for the whole site should
be brought together and Mendip District Council should ensure that this
comes about by getting all the parties together and bring forward a
complete scheme for the good of the town. It was considered that each
area of the whole site is dependant on each other.

118936/000
K Taylor

Mr A Brown,
4 Roundwell Close

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by a vote of 12
For & 1 Abstention – Recommend Approval.

PC/054325/
019/JD

Somerset County
Council,
S/M Leisure
Centre, Charlton
Road

Single storey conservatory to rear
(DEL)

Full

Erection of replacement temporary
unit
for
use
as
nursery
accommodation

Cllr Inchley, having made a Declaration of Interest earlier, then left the
meeting.
Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Manvill, by unanimous
vote – Recommend Approval. This application had been a long-awaited
and was much-needed.
Cllr Inchley then rejoined the meeting.

f)

107947/020
Mr K Taylor

Mendip
Construction
(Homes) Ltd,
Plot 6, Woodlands
Farm, Brewery
Lane

Erection of single garage and open
porch to Plot 6 (DEL)
Full
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Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Jeremiah, seconded by Cllr Manvill, by unanimous vote
– Recommend Approval.

309./06 MDC Decisions Not in Accord with Town Council
a)
b)
c)
d)

The Plastics Factory – SMTC Recommended Approval/MDC Refused.
Meadow View, Frog Lane – SMTC Recommended Refusal/MDC Granted.
8a Beech Avenue – SMTC Recommended refusal/MDC Granted.
36 Garston Street – Satellite dish update.

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by unanimous vote, that all
the above matters are noted.
310./06 Brothers Drinks Application – Cllr Champion confirmed that, although he was not at
the meeting when the planning application was considered by the Town Council, he had
placed his name on the MDC Planning Board list to address the District Council on this matter.
He would inform the decision made by the Town Council and he understood the MDC officer
concerned was recommending refusal of the application.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by unanimous vote, that all
the above matters are noted.
311./06 Planning Enforcement Complaints and Progress – Several members had raised
concern directly with the District Council regarding the effectiveness of their planning
enforcement. Subsequent to those complaints the Town Council was now receiving numerous
copies of letters sent by the MDC Enforcement Officers. The Clerk requested guidance from
Council as to how they wished to manage all these notifications. The Clerk recommended, in
the first instance, that the Town Council request the District Council to clarify their policy and
procedures for enforcement administration and how they bought forward and managed critical
dates for compliance.
The Chairman of the Council agreed with this action, however there was a lack of confidence
in the District Council regarding enforcement issues and it was seen as imperative that the
Town Council keep a list of enforcement issues on its own system as, without this, it would
not be possible to chase up and monitor the performance of the District Council.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Bartlett, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, with a vote of 7 For & 4
Against, that the Clerk arrange a meeting with MDC Planning Enforcement where they could
clarify and show to the Clerk their administration procedures for documenting, control of, and
chase-up of compliance at critical dates set within the enforcement notices; and to enquire if
the Town Council could access the same database. The Clerk was also instructed to set up a
database within the Town Council offices for the enforcement notices which is to be monitored
for critical compliance dates and for these matters to be raised at the appropriate meeting of
the Planning Committee/Council for review to ensure that compliance had been achieved and
to monitor performance of the MDC Enforcement department.
312./06 – Portfolio Management Group (PMG) – Notes of the Meeting held 28 February
2006 – Administration Portfolio
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the notes of the meeting held Tuesday, 28 February 2006
are noted.
313./06 – Minutes of the Administration Portfolio Meeting held 22 November 2005 Council was requested to approve the Minutes prior to the municipal year end due to the
current pilot of revised meetings; and that there were no matters arising.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Champion, by unanimous vote, that the
Minutes of the Administration Portfolio meeting of 22 November 2005 be approved and signed
by the Chairman.
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314./06 – Amendments to Standing Orders – Administration Portfolio - Proposed
amendments to Standing Orders, in-line with amended policy to “Order of Business” and
“Resolve/Voting of Matters to be Noted” had been drafted and provided to all councillors. The
procedure for resolve of amendments to Standing Orders was reaffirmed.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Robinson, that the amendments to
Standing Orders (attached) are held in suspension for a full Resolve by way of voting at the
next meeting of full Council to be held on 21 March 2006.
315./06 – Minutes of the Collett Park Portfolio Meeting Held on 15 November 2005 Council was requested to approve the Minutes prior to the municipal year end due to the
current pilot of revised meetings; and that there were no matters arising.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Champion, by unanimous vote, that the
Minutes of the Collett Park Portfolio meeting of 15 November 2005 be approved and signed by
the Chairman.
316./06 – Collett Park Contractor’s Quarterly Report – The report, dated February 2006,
had been previously distributed to all councillors.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by unanimous vote, that the
contractor’s quarterly report dated February is noted. However, the Groundcare Contract
called for the contractor to be in attendance to personally submit his report and to respond to
any questions which may arise, and that Quadron should be requested for their representative
to attend each meeting at which their quarterly report is submitted.
317./06 – Progress with Collett Festival 2006 – An update report had been provided to all
councillors (attached to these Minutes). The Clerk informed members that several matters
were of high priority with regard to the opening procession - there was a Road Closure Order
required and a marching band was still to be located. The Road Closure Order was awaiting
the procurement of mapping, hopefully from the District Council, of the areas for the Road
Closure and Cllr Shearn confirmed that he had contacted Midsomer Norton marching band and
was waiting for a response.
The Clerk also raised a priority for discussion to the improvement works to the bandstand and
requested members to consider that this matter be discussed in Confidential Session later in
the meeting.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous vote, that the update to Collett Festival
2006 dated 28 February (attached to these Minutes) is noted and that the matter of
improvements to the bandstand are dealt with as a late item within Confidential Session. Also
thanks are to be recorded to Cllr Shearn for his work to date and that the Council proceed
with the Road Closure Order.
318./06 - Parking Around Her Majesty’s Prison – Community & Leisure Portfolio - Cllr
Inchley requested that this matter be placed on the agenda as he had received numerous
complaints from residents etc. regarding persistent car parking by prison staff and/or visitors
to the Prison which were currently causing problems.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, with a vote of 11 For, 0
Against & 1 Abstention, that the Town Council lead on the matter and organise a meeting
between the Police, Prison management, Somerset County Council and the residents with the
aim to formulate a plan to achieve an acceptable solution to the problem.
319./06 – Minutes of the AGM of the Footpaths Portfolio Held on 20 June 2005 - Council
was requested to approve the Minutes prior to the municipal year end due to the current pilot
of revised meetings; and that there were no matters arising.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Champion, by unanimous vote, that the
Minutes of the Footpaths Portfolio Annual General Meeting held on 20 June 2005 be approved
and signed by the Chairman.
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320./06 - Minutes of the Properties Portfolio Meeting Held on 25 October 2005 - Council
was requested to approve the Minutes prior to the municipal year end due to the current pilot
of revised meetings; and that there were no matters arising.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by unanimous vote, that the
Minutes of the Properties Portfolio meeting held on 25 October 2005 be approved and signed
by the Chairman.
321./06 Finance - Cllr Marsh, having declared a Personal & Prejudicial Interest in the matter,
left the meeting.
a) Accounts for Payment by Cheque
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Bartlett, seconded by Cllr Champion, by unanimous vote, that
payments made by Cheque for March 2006 as per Appendix “A” attached to these Minutes, be
approved.
b) Accounts previously paid by Direct Debit
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Bartlett, seconded by Cllr Champion, by unanimous vote that
payments made by Direct Debit for March 2006 as per Appendix “A” as attached to these
Minutes be approved.
c) Confidential Salaries for Payment by Cheque
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Bartlett, seconded by Cllr Champion, by unanimous vote that the
Confidential Salary Payments for March 2006 as per Appendix “A” (Confidential Section)
attached to these Minutes be approved.
d) Income
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Bartlett, seconded by Cllr Champion, by unanimous vote that
Income received for March 2006 as per Appendix “A” attached to these Minutes is noted.
Cllr Marsh then rejoined the meeting.
322./06 Christmas Lighting Scheme 2005 – Financial Statement – Members were
requested to consider the financial statement. One member raised the question as to why
there was no income shown from the District Council. The Clerk explained that the District
Council paid the Chamber of Commerce and that money was then drawn back in from the
Chamber of Commerce to the Town Council.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous vote, that the
Christmas Lighting Scheme 2005 financial statement (as attached to these Minutes) is
approved and signed by the Chairman; and that the Christmas Lights Working Group also be
requested, if possible, to provide an additional set of lights for this year’s scheme and for
these to be dedicated to the late John Quantock.
323./06 Confidential Session
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous vote, that, in view of the nature of the
business to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the press and public be
excluded, which was duly complied with.
a) Improvement Works to the Bandstand/Commemorative Gates – Collett Park –
The Clerk updated members with progress and, now that the panels had been removed
from the bandstand, there was a requirement for additional strengthening and boxing-in of
the 8 uprights which were constructed of English Oak; and that, as memorial gates were
also to be fitted, there was a requirement to carry out re-tarmacing of the entrance to the
Park from Park Road, and also the internal boundary of the driveway/footpath to Park
Road. Three contractors had been invited to provide quotations, all of whom had attended
the site and quotations should be received in the very near future. A specialist
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woodworking contractor had provided a quotation for strengthening and boxing-in of the
bandstand uprights which would be needed to be done in English Oak.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Robinson, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous vote, that an
additional budget of £3,000 is set aside from the sum of money already precepted and
allocated to repairs to the bandstand uprights and concrete works and also re-tarmacing of
the Park Road entrance; and, using this budget, an order is placed with Mendip Shopfitters
for the sum of £800 for the repair of 8 supporting upright posts to the bandstand in
English Oak wood. The minor works to the concreting to the bandstand be ordered
through Race Brothers and that quotations, once received, for the re-tarmacing are further
considered at the next available meeting of Council.
b) “Shepton Mallet on Foot” Booklet – The Clerk provided to all councillors, with the
agenda, a confidential report regarding printing quotations for the “Shepton Mallet on
Foot” booklet, from 5 different printing companies and it was estimated that funding
obtained from partners would now allow a print run of approximately 2000.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Champion, by unanimous vote, that
an order is placed with St Andrews Press of Wells for a print run of 2000 of the “Shepton
Mallet on Foot” booklet, which would include 40 pages including the cover of an A5 booklet
similar to the sample sent, for the sum of £3,198 + VAT.
c) Relocation of the War Memorial – The Clerk had striven to obtain quotations for
architectural and structural engineers’ costs applicable to relocation of the structure from
four different architects. There had been two responses informing that they were unable to
quote due to current workload; one had returned a timely and professional quotation; and
the final architect had been chased over an extended period with numerous emails and
letters and had failed to respond to date. The Chairman informed the meeting that
following a stakeholders meeting the latest information as to the exact date of the
relocation was unknown, but this could well be delayed until after this years Memorial Day
event in early November.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Shearn, seconded by Cllr Champion, with a vote of 10 For & 2
Abstentions, being Cllrs Inchley & O’Connor, that an order is placed with Beech Tyldesley
of Wells for architectural and structural engineer services to relocation of the War
Memorial for an estimated sum of £2,200 + VAT, which is to be funded by way of the
Tesco 106 monies. It was understood that 50% of the monies would be available on
commencement and the remainder would be available on completion from Tesco’s.
d) Restricted Covenants – Kyte Road (Late Business) – Cllr Marsh declared a Personal &
Prejudicial Interest in the matter and left the meeting, not to return. Council was updated
with correspondence received and sent to a resident of Collett Avenue enquiring about the
possible release of Restricted Covenants which may be applicable to Nos. 4 & 8 Kyte Road.
This matter had initially been considered and dealt with by the Chairman and the Clerk
and copies of correspondence, both received and sent, were read to all members at the
meeting.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by unanimous vote, that the
executive actions taken by the Chairman and the Clerk in this matter are noted and approved
in retrospect, and it was considered that a request for information by a resident of Collett
Avenue had been dealt with by way of correspondence in a full and transparent manner. The
matter was now closed and all correspondence to be archived.
324./06 Agenda Matters for the Next Meeting
Several members raised concern as to the unacceptable performance of the microphone
system within the Council Chamber which meant that the majority of the meeting had to be
made with the microphones switched off due to problems with feedback. It was agreed that
the Clerk would raise the matter directly with the District Council and hope that the matter
was corrected prior to the next meeting. Cllr Robinson confirmed that MDC were about to
replace the equipment with much-improved and battery-operated microphones. No other
matters were raised.
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The next meeting is to be held on 21 March 2006 at 7.00pm in the Mendip District Council
Chamber.
The Chairman thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 9.15pm.

Councillor J.D. Bartlett
Chairman

Signature_____________
_____/_____/_2006
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A P P E N D I X
Cheque
No
2071
2074
2075
2076
2077
2078
2080
2081
2082
2083
2084
2085
2086

“ A ”
Total
Payment

Payee

Code

Capita Business Services
Inland Revenue
Cllr Judy Bartlett
Mr Terry Marsh
Adrian Crozier

5300
5000/5020
5550
6300
6160

Photocopying Jan 06
PAYE / NI / TAX Jan - March 2006
Chairman's Allowance - Balance
Town Clock Duties - Balance
Allotment Contract - Final Instalment

Somerset CC Pensions
The Whitstone Press

5010
5300

Pension Scheme - March / Year End Balance
Winter Newsletter Printing

Capita Business Services
Petty Cash

5300
5340/6030

Photocopying -May to Dec 05 &
Re-inbursement Year 2005/06

SM Gymnastics Club
Capita Business Services
EDF Energy
Ordnance Survey

6650
5300
6600
6200

Community Grant - Equipment
Printing and Photocopying
Christmas Lights - Elec supply (repaid cofc)
Mapping License - SM On Foot Booklet

6000/6005
6020
5100
5315
6140
6010
5200/6090
5160
5010
5400

Payments by Direct Debit
30/1/06
Quadron Services Limited
31/1/06
Cleanaway Ltd
1/2/06
Mendip District Council
1/2/06
Market Town
1/2/06
Bristol & Wessex
1/2/06
Bristol & Wessex
2/2/06
CGU Bonus
15/2/06
Plusnet Tech Ltd
16/2/06
Somerset CC Pensions
22/2/06
CPRE

Goods Supplied

£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£

7.47
1,876.32
525.00
158.65
100.00
312.88
151.35
54.38
23.10
150.00
4.32
513.21
211.50
4,088.18

Collett Park Ground Care Contract -Feb
Collett Park - Waste Disposal
Quarterly Office Lease / Rent
Website - Monthly Charge
Allotments - Hitchen Lane - Water
Collett Park Depot - Water/Sewerage
Insurance Premium
Broadband Subscription

£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£

2,450.22
30.83
1,500.00
70.50
28.23
129.71
305.49
20.49

Pension Scheme - Monthly Contribution
Annual Subscription
Sub Total

£
£
£

457.28
26.00
5,018.75

Total =

£

9,106.93

Total

£
£
£

1,156.33
419.73
1,576.06

Grand Total

£

10,682.99

CONFIDENTIAL PAYMENTS
2072
2073

Date
3-Feb
24-Feb
28-Feb

28-Feb

Graham H Brown
Jeanette Lintern

Income
Credit
Credit
Chamber of Commerce
MDC

5000
5000

Code
4200
4200
6600

4400

Town Clerk - March Salary 2006
Admin Assistant - March Salary 2006

Total
Deposit

Category of Income
Allotment Rent - Various
Allotment Rent - Various
Christmas Lights - Electric Supply
Grant for Footpath Booklet Project

Total Income =

Councillor J Bartlett
Chairman

Signature________________

Councillor N Jeremiah
Vice Chairman

Signature________________

£
£
£
£

233.00
111.00
432.78
2,000.00

£

2,776.78

Date_____________

Date_____________
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Shepton Mallet Town Council held on 21 March
2006, in the MDC Chamber, Cannards Grave Road, Shepton Mallet.
Present: Chairman - Councillor J Bartlett
Cllrs: Mr M.M. Cann, Mr R. Champion, Mr J. Gilham, Mr C.C. Inchley, Mr M. Lovell , Mrs L.A.
Manvill (7.10pm), Mrs J.M. Marsh, Mr T. O’Connor, Mrs M.R. Robinson and Mr N. F. Shearn.
Mr Max Gridley, Senior Planning Enforcement Officer – MDC and Mr Rufus Ford, Cary Moor
Environment Waste Recycling Centre.
Five members of the public and one member of the press were in attendance. The Chairman
opened the meeting, welcoming members and the general public. A brief was provided on Health
& Safety requirements including emergency evacuation and assembly point procedures. A further
brief was provided as to the use of the Induction Loop facility for users of hearing aids, use of the
microphones was emphasised and informed that the meeting would be audio-taped for internal
use only.
325./06 Planning Enforcement Presentation by Mr Max Gridley, Senior Planning
Enforcement Officer – MDC
Mr Gridley informed the meeting that he had joined the District Council some three years’
ago. He was not a qualified Planner although he knew something about enforcement as he
had been a Police Officer previously. The District Council had unfortunately had no-one in the
post for a year prior to his employment and, with some 700 complaints per year being
received, it was possible that a substandard service had been provided in the past due to the
lack of resources, although now he was in the post, and an additional officer would be
appointed shortly, this should turn around. Mr Gridley provided members with a presentation
of the “minefield ” of Planning Enforcement. The District Council had very limited powers to
issue a Stop Notice which had to be transacted through a County or High Court injunction to
put a stop on progress to development works. The average cost was a minimum of £5,000 up
to £10,000. He considered that the District Council had a good computer database system
whereby all complaints were logged and prioritised, and their database had a good guidance
system to aid in chasing up compliance dates. Their enforcement policy procedures included
an enforcement letter, an Enforcement Notice and a Breach of Condition Notice; however, he
considered the best way to achieve results was mostly through what he classed as “extended
negotiations”. As with Planning Applications there was also a Right of Appeal to any
enforcement. National statistics would show that there was an approximate success rate of
60% when appealing against a planning decision, and an approximate 40% success rate when
appealing against an Enforcement Notice. He provided examples of enforcements to date by
way of images. He also confirmed that complaints could be made during the weekend via
MDC’s Customer Service telephone number and that officers were available to deal with the
situation. He also confirmed that the Tesco development did not require planning permission
for their site boundary fencing as long as the re-development was completed within a 3-year
period.
The whole presentation took some 30 minutes, incorporating questions and answers. The
Chairman thanked Mr Gridley and members collectively applauded and thanked Mr Max
Gridley for a most interesting presentation. Mr Gridley then left the meeting.
326./06 Wake Up to Waste Presentation by Mr Rufus Ford – Cary Moor Environment
Mr Ford provided the meeting with a most enthusiastic and interesting presentation over a 35minute period. He informed that the Environmental Trust was based at Dimmer and was
funded by Somerset County Council and all the District Councils. They worked with all ages of
the community with his colleagues visiting schools and child organisations and himself mainly
dealing with adult groups such as the Town Council. He provided details of the Dimmer site
where, over the last 35 years, some 100 acres of landfill had been completed and which was
now dormant. There were a further 100 acres which were now actively being used with a life
expectancy of approximately 10 years. Some 270,000 tonnes of waste was collected each
year of which they have reached their target of recycling up to 32% of that waste up to March
2005 and they were currently on target in the current year 05/06 to reach their 40% target.
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He went through the current recycling programme within the district and explained the
different recycling policies and procedures. Futuristic plans were on-line with Government
targets up to the year 2010 without the need for incineration although they would be
reviewing the possibility of incineration from 2007 onwards.
The Chairman thanked Mr Rufus Ford for a most enjoyable presentation. Mr Ford then left the
meeting, along with Cllr Lovell who gave his apologies due to a prior engagement.
327./06 Public Forum
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Robinson, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting be adjourned for the matter to be transacted.
a) Public Transport in Shepton Mallet – Mr Clive Pearson highlighted a letter received
from Somerset County Council following his visit, dated 16 March, a copy of which had
been distributed to all members at the meeting. He confirmed that Service 776 would be
reviewed when the new Tesco store was relocated which was estimated to be in April
2007. The proposed Ridgeway estate Service was looking promising and there was also
the possibility of a future service serving the new Tadley Acres estate. It was noted that
he had raised much concern regarding Service 669 to the Community Hospital which was
still not operating and Somerset County Council and the operator confirmed that it would
get up and running as soon as possible. Mr Pearson would be arranging for summary
information regarding services and fare charges to put in the local media and he would
keep Council fully informed.
The Chairman thanked Mr Pearson for all his hard work on behalf of the town.
b) Tesco Development Tree Protest – Mr Will Dunscombe informed we should have done
a lot, lot more to preserve those trees during the initial planning stages, and I feel that
Mendip District Council could of handled it a lot better. I have had criticism for joining the
protestors, but I said I would climb those trees when the plans first come out, and I'm a
man of my word. Of the six arrests that had been made on the day, four had been
released without charge and two further arrests were still pending. He considered the
protestors had been very well-behaved and he informed that he had provided a
considerable amount of information to the Government Office of Fair Trading who would
hopefully be investigating the matter. I also have it on good information that the old
Tesco's site is goping to be the new police station and magistrates court.
Mr Stride also commented and considered that the way the eviction had taken place was
absolutely disgusting. He considered that the security company operated as thugs, none of
the personnel were marked and the bus company had not been informed nor had any of
the users of Station Road. He considered that, during operations, there was a definite
Health & Safety risk and lives were actually put at risk. He had reported this matter to all
the authorities, which included the Health & Safety Executive, the police and Mendip
District Council, without response.
Mr Mike Harris also commented in that he felt that the tree protestors were good but
excited people, however he raised much concern as to the bad language used by
schoolchildren when they were walking home from school on the day of the eviction.
c) Relocation of the Cenotaph – Mr Taffy Stride raised concern as to the information
available with regard to the possible delay to the relocation of the structure. He considered
that Tesco may well still pull out completely, he had heard no more from the Home
Secretary and had sent a further reminder regarding ownership of the land and/or the
structure. The Chairman commented that the delay to the relocation of the structure was
due to the road reconstruction.
d) Shepton 21 Financial Accounts – Mr Taffy Stride raised concern that he had still not yet
received a response from Guy Braga at Mendip District Council and understood that his
hands were tied by the Chief Executive, David Thomson. He felt this was very sad and that
he should have received a proper response. The Chairman informed that, if he continued
to receive no response regarding Shepton 21, perhaps Mr Stride should go to the Leader
of the District Council.
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e) Free Bus Passes – Mr Stride raised concern and requested clarification regarding the
times the bus passes would be eligible for and how far you were able to travel. He also
enquired whether the half-fare travel would still be in operation. He considered that the
Government had indicated that free bus passes should be available for travel from 9.00am
to 4.00pm and that this should be, exactly as it said, for free travel. He considered that
this matter should be sorted out prior to the bus passes coming into operation, which was
to happen next week.
f) Planning Enforcement – Mr Mike Harris considered that this was a good presentation
and it was excellent for councillors’ insight into planning matters.
g) Highways, Including Proposed Development, Road Surfacing and Illegal Parking
– Mr Mike Harris noted that there was a further planning application for Bellway Homes
regarding Hitchen Lane. He hoped that, within the application, something additional had
been done about the junction of West Shepton and Hitchen Lane. He also considered that
road surfaces around the town were in a very bad condition and most of the road
markings had also deteriorated. There also appeared to be a total lack of enforcement
against illegal parking and the Chairman confirmed that this matter was raised at every
meeting with the police; however it appeared that the police consider this a low priority
matter.
The Chairman thanked members of the public for their comments, which were noted.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Champion, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting now be brought back into session.
328./06 Apologies for absence – Cllrs Fone (work), Hurrell (health), Jeremiah (health) and
Taylor (work)
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above Apologies are accepted.
329./06 Members Declarations of Interests
a)

Planning Application – 3 Kyte Road and also Restricted Covenants Kyte
Road/Collett Avenue – Members collectively made a declaration as to a Personal and
Prejudicial Interest in the matter as each member of the Town Council is a Trustee of
Collett Park. Cllr Marsh declared a Personal & Prejudicial Interest in the matter as she
resided in Kyte Road and would leave the meeting at the appropriate point.

b)

Breast Cancer Appeal – Grant Application – Cllr Marsh declared a Personal &
Prejudicial Interest as she was a friend of the applicant and would leave the meeting at
the appropriate point.

c)

Planning Application – 2 Shaftgate Avenue – Cllr Champion declared a Personal &
Prejudicial Interest in the matter and would leave the meeting at the appropriate point.

Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above declarations are noted and duly recorded.
330./06 Chairman’s Announcements
a)

Cllr Jeremiah – The Chairman informed members that sadly Cllr Jeremiah had been
taken ill, however it was not serious and information had been provided that he was
doing well and coming back to Shepton tomorrow 22 March, and would possibly be out
of action for approximately a month.

b)

New High Sheriff of Somerset – The Chairman confirmed that she had attended the
event at Wells Cathedral on Sunday.
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331./06 Minutes
The Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 7 March 2006 were considered for
accuracy and content. Cllr O’Connor congratulated Cllr Inchley on being documented within
the Minutes as being the proposer to 18 items throughout the previous meeting.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Champion, by unanimous vote, that the
Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 7 March 2006 be approved as a true record and
signed by the Chairman.
332./06 Matters Arising from the Minutes
a)

Minute 214./06 Amendment to Standing Orders – This proposal had received
consideration at a previous meeting of Council held on 7 March 2006, which had, following
a proposal by Cllr Champion, and seconded by Cllr Robinson, been held in suspension
pending a formal resolve by way of voting at this meeting of Council
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Robinson, with a vote of 7 For,
0 Against & 3 Abstentions that amendments to Standing Orders, which included, inline with Mendip policy, amendment to the “Order of Business” and “Resolve/Voting of
Matters to be Noted” is approved and that the amended Standing Orders, dated 21
March 2006, are duly signed by the Chairman.

b)

Minute 318./06 Parking Around Her Majesty’s Prison – Members were informed that
a meeting, as requested, had been arranged for Tuesday, 11 April at 6.30pm in the MDC
Chamber to which local residents and various parties, including councillors, had been
invited.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted.

c)

Minute 285./06 Policing of Tesco’s Development – The Clerk read out a letter
received from Chief Superintendent Andy Marsh dated 15 March, which confirmed that the
position in respect of the cost of police coverage of this protest would have to remain
confidential but a suitable cost-recovery had been agreed with Tesco. He also confirmed
that the policing arrangements for managing this protest had in no way resulted in a
detrimental effect on the police resources available to the local community and he once
again confirmed that the police resources committed to this operation were kept in
proportion to the threat assessment.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted.

d)

Site for Community Hall/Town Council Offices – Commercial Road Car Park – The
Clerk read a letter received from Andrea Kent, Strategic Asset Manager of MDC confirming
that MDC were unable to give their position or a response time regarding timescales due
to the complexity of this site and Council should be aware that a number of parties were
interested in the land who all feel that their project is important, therefore MDC must
consider each application individually.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted.

e)

Swimming Pool Lido Project Grant Funding – The Clerk confirmed that unfortunately a
letter had been received from Somerset Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund which
informed that our bid was unsuccessful. They informed that the application had arrived
after the Steering Group meeting and the subsequent Management Board felt that they
were unable to make any award to the project without the prior assessment of the
Steering Group. The Management Board had informed that additional funding may become
available at the beginning of September as several projects must commence by this date
or hand back their award. Several members raised much concern that the delay had been
down to the slow response from the District Council and requested that this matter be
minuted. The Clerk confirmed that a letter had already been sent to Ian Munday, the
Leisure Officer of Mendip District Council from the Town Council, along with a copy of the
letter received from Somerset Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund.
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Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Gilham, by unanimous vote, that
the failure of the bid for grant funding is received with much disappointment by the
Town Council. Members felt that the Town Council had been pestering the District
Council over an unacceptable period of time and Mendip District Council had been very
slow to respond with the required information to complete the Grant Funding
application. This had quite possibly resulted in the failure of the Grant application. This
would now mean that the gravel car-park would remain and the reason for the failure
was not due to the Town Council or the Clerk.
f)

Closure of Windsor Day Hospital – A response letter had been received from Robin
Smith, Mendip Primary Care Trust following a letter of 21 February sent by the Town
Council in response to consultation of the proposal to close the Windsor Day facility. This
had now been passed on in the consultation process, the outcome of which would be
considered by the Primary Care Trust Board in May. Mr Smith had also provided the notes
of the public meeting held on Thursday, 9 February at Croscombe Village Hall which
confirmed that only six members of the public attended.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted and that the small number of
the public who had attended this meeting once again reflected the Town Council’s deep
concern of the date, time and venue for this public consultation.

g)

Shepton Mallet Maternity Unit – Members were now informed that this facility was reopen, albeit for only six hours per working day. They considered that perhaps the Primary
Care Trust were taking short steps towards possible full closure and that the majority of
people would find that six hours or less was a totally unacceptable period in which to be
admitted, give birth and then be sent home again with very little support. In fact it was
known that several mothers-to-be had already booked places in alternative hospitals such
as Bath RUH.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Gilham, by unanimous vote, that the Town Council should
still lobby for full re-opening of this valued Maternity Unit and that a very strong letter
against the limited operating hours, the possibility of future closure and a demand for
the full opening, as previously, of this excellent facility within Shepton Mallet; and that
this letter is sent to both West Wiltshire and Mendip Primary Care Trusts.

h)

Minute 324./06 Sound System within the Chamber – An acknowledgement letter had
been received from Stephanie Smith of the District Council which apologised for any
inconvenience caused at the Council meeting on 7 March. They had, indeed, visited the
Chamber today to test the system. They also provided assurance that the installation of
the new system was hoped to be completed before the end of March and prior to the next
meeting of Council in April.
Resolve: by unanimous vote that the above matter is noted.

333./06 Planning Applications
a)

b)

111225/002
Arnold

Mr J Yeo,
Roseland
Cottages, Ham
Lane, Bowlish

Single storey front studio extension
(DEL)

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Gilham, by unanimous
vote – Recommend Approval.

118958/000
Langford

Mr & Mrs Redwin,
3 Kyte Road

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Gilham, seconded by Cllr Cann, with a vote of 6 For, 1
Against & 3 Abstentions – Recommend Refusal. A single dormer would
be more in-keeping. The massive area of dormers was intrusive and
out of context with the area and detracted from the street scene.

Insertion of dormer windows to front
& rear (DEL)

Full

Full
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c)

d)

e)

f)

g)

118085/003
Kimberley

Bellway Homes
(South West),
Land to East of
Hitchen Lane

Erection of 69 dwellings, access and
estate road (amended description
only) (DEL)

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Gilham, with a vote of 9 For,
0 Against & 1 Abstention – Recommend Refusal. The design and
planning was not in-keeping with the area. The “barracks- and blockstyle” effect were too large, intrusive and was a foul design. There was
much concern as to the unacceptable situation whereby traffic would
come out from Hitchen Lane onto West Shepton and, indeed, they were
already looking for extension of the site to include the Oakley’s Yard to
the north which again would increase the traffic using this junction still
further. This was considered a death-trap and totally unacceptable. It
was also noted that this application would be reviewed by the MDC
Planning Board at their meeting on Wednesday, 29 March and that the
Chairman of the Planning Committee would attend and speak on behalf
of the Town Council against this proposal.

118969/000
Mrs K Taylor

Mr & Mrs P Jukes,
44 Naisholt Road

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Gilham, by unanimous
vote – Recommend Approval.

076905/042
Kimberley

Framptons Ltd.,
Unit B, Crown
Trading Estate

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, with a vote of 9
For, 0 Against & 1 Abstention - Recommend Approval. It was
considered that, whatever use was allowed under B1, this would be no
worse than previous use by Perimax as a meat-stripping centre.

A10898/001
Mrs K Taylor

Britannia Building
Society,
32 High Street

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Champion, with a vote of 6
For, 0 Against & 3 Abstentions – Recommend Approval.

106365/003
Boustead

Mr S Hoskins
2 Shaftgate Ave

Erection of conservatory to rear

Change of use from B8 to B1 (DEL)

Erection of new signage (DEL)

Two storey Extension

Full

Full

Change
of Use

Adverti
sement

Full

Cllr Champion, having declared an Interest earlier, then left the
meeting.
Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Gilham, seconded by Cllr Manvill, with a vote of 7 For,
0 Against & 2 Abstentions - Recommend Approval.
Cllr Champion then rejoined the meeting.

334./06 Other Planning Matters
a) MDC Decisions Not in Accord with Town Council
Application 114438/002 – 25 Cowl Street – SMTC recommended Approval on 8/2,
MDC Refused the application.
a) Buildings At Risk Register – MDC provided an updated register, a copy of which was
available from the Town Council offices, with a request for the Town Council to review and
identify any further buildings they consider should be included within the current register.
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b) MDC’s Planning Board – The Planning Chairman confirmed that the next Planning Board
was due to take place on Wednesday, 29 March and items on the agenda included 38
Garston Street, regarding the removal of satellite dishes; the proposed change in
conditions to the Brothers Drinks application; as well as the application by Bellway Homes,
land to east of Hitchen Lane. He enquired whether the Council wished him to attend that
meeting and speak on behalf of the Town Council.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that items a), b) and c) above are noted and that Cllr
Champion is to attend the MDC Planning Board meeting on Wednesday, 29 March and speak,
quite robustly, on behalf of the Town Council on the satellite dish situation which needed
sorting out; to inform of the Town Council’s views regarding the Brothers Drinks application;
and also with regard to the 69 dwellings on the land to the east of Hitchen Lane.
335./06 Breast Cancer Appeal Grant Application – Community & Leisure Portfolio
Cllr Marsh, having previously declared a Personal & Prejudicial Interest, then left the meeting.
A request for a Community Grant/sponsorship for Mrs Pat Challis who would be taking part in
a Marathon Run to raise funds for surgical equipment at Bath RUH was considered.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Gilham, seconded by Cllr Champion, with a vote of 7 For, 0 Against
& 1 Abstention, that a Community Grant of £200 is awarded to Bath Royal United Hospital on
behalf of, and to be included within the total raised by, Mrs Pat Challis who would be taking
part in the Marathon to fund-raise for surgical equipment. The cheque is to dated to be paid in
this financial year to be made payable to Bath RUH but to be presented to, and included
within, Mrs Pat Challis’s Marathon fund-raising total.
Cllr Manvill then left the meeting and Cllr Marsh then rejoined the meeting.
336./06 Meetings of Town, Parish & County Councils – Administration Portfolio –
Information was provided that an annual meeting is to be held with Somerset County Council
on the evening of 4 May 2006 at the Haynes Motor Museum at Sparkford. An invitation and
request for a Town Council representative to complete and return the invitation and attend
the event was also provided, to which Cllr Inchley volunteered.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted and that Cllr Inchley attend on behalf
of the Town Council.
337./06 – Unison 1-day Strike – Council had been informed that Unison had called a 1-day
strike for Tuesday, 28 March 2006, and this may well affect the Administration Assistant.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted.
338./06 Confidential Session Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Cann, by unanimous vote, that, in view
of the nature of the business to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the
press and public be excluded, which was duly complied with.
a) Council Insurances – The Clerk confirmed that Town Council insurances were due for
renewal as of 31 March 2006, to which he had previously carried out risk assessments and
submitted to the insurers, via the broker, renewal considerations. The Clerk had met with
Stephen Harvey of WPS Brokers who had provided renewal terms and schedules along
with lengthy discussions regarding the insured risks and sums applicable. From the
meeting the Clerk had set out a report which was submitted to all members at the
meeting (attached to the Minutes). At the meeting with the broker the Clerk had also
raised on-going concerns regarding both libel and slander queries which had been put to
the broker for over 9 months and to which the Council had still received no response from
the insurer through the broker. Also the personal liability of members regarding their
trusteeship with both Collett Park and the War Memorial Charitable Trusts was raised.
Two different options were put to members: Option 1 would be as existing but with slight
increases as highlighted in the risk assessments; Option 2 would align all sums insured
with inflation and this would be on-going. The differential in cost was some £200, albeit
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that the majority of the sums insured would increase by some 10% under Option 2. Cllr
Gilham enquired if the Christchurch oil painting was included within the schedule or
whether this was insured by Christchurch Council. The Clerk confirmed that the
Christchurch painting was not within the schedule, this was covered under separate
insurance provided by Christchurch Council which was due for renewal in the near future,
and that the loan of the painting was to be reviewed in November 2007. The Clerk also
confirmed that possibly the only way of achieving a satisfactory response from the insurer,
as recommended by the broker, was to submit a hypothetical claim with a view to gaining
the opinion of the insurer as to whether it was covered by the existing schedule and
policy; and that, once their opinion had been received, the hypothetical claim could then
be withdrawn.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Gilham, seconded by Cllr Cann, by unanimous vote, that the
Town Council agree to Option 2 of the Insurance Review report (attached to these
Minutes) which would include inflationary provision to all sums insured on an on-going
basis, and the revised premium be accepted through WPS Brokers with our existing
insurer, Norwich Union, for a sum of £4,006.94 + premium tax of £200.35, making a total
£4,207.29 + £5 administrative costs. This would be subject to a 5% low-claims rebate and
to be paid by interest-free monthly direct debit payments; the first payment of £350.69
would be paid on 1 April 2006 and subsequent monthly payments of £350.60 on the first
day of each month which would be reduced when a low-claims rebate for the current year
is credited. The Clerk is to continue to chase and liaise with the broker to achieve a
satisfactory response regarding the outstanding matters of libel and slander and, if the
option as recommended by the broker remains to proceed with a possible claim to achieve
the opinion of the insurers, and following that opinion that the claim be withdrawn, then
the Clerk should proceed on this basis.
b) Restricted Covenants – Kyte Road & Collett Avenue – Cllr Marsh, having declared an
Interest earlier, then left the meeting not to return. The Clerk provided an update to
Council given the latest information received following interim discussions with Vivienne
Paye, the Monitoring Officer at Mendip District Council and Peter Lacey of Somerset
Associate of Local Councils, along with latest information following his investigations into
the Shepton Mallet Recreational Ground Trust.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Champion, with a vote of 7 For & 1
Against, that the Town Council provide, as soon as possible, all relevant documents
appertaining to Restricted Covenants and the Recreational Ground Trust and send to Mr Peter
Lacey of the Somerset Association of Local Councils in order to obtain his opinion and also
that of the Legal Department at the National Association of Local Councils. At the same time
the Town Council to set in motion, along with the trustees and the Charity Commission, for a
change in the trusteeship of the Shepton Mallet Recreational Ground Trust in that the trustees
are not to be individual, elected councillors but that the trusteeship is placed with the
“corporate body” of the Town Council. Also, and as soon as practical, the Clerk is to arrange
insurance cover for the trustees of the Shepton Mallet Recreational Ground Trust and also the
Shepton Mallet War Memorial Trust against any personal liability in respect of both Trusts and
each councillor’s trusteeship as soon as possible, with an estimated insurance premium of
£1,000 to be paid for by the Town Council. The Clerk is to ensure that full coverage is
afforded to individual trustees and, should there be any increase in the premium over the
£1,000 budget, or any concern regarding the scope/coverage of the policy or, indeed, the
small print, then the matter should be referred back to Council for further consideration at the
earliest opportunity.
339./06 Agenda Matters for the Next Meeting
The next meeting is to be held on 4 April 2006 at 7.00pm in the Mendip District Council
Chamber. No matters were raised.
The Chairman thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 9.45pm.
Councillor J.D. Bartlett
Chairman

Signature_____________
_____/_____/_2006

8

Minutes of the Meeting of the Shepton Mallet Town Council held on 4 April
2006, in the MDC Chamber, Cannards Grave Road, Shepton Mallet.
Present: Chairman - Councillor J Bartlett
Cllrs: Mr R.R. Champion, Mr T. Fone, Mr C.C. Inchley, Mr C.F. Lockey, Mr M. Lovell , Mrs L.A.
Manvill (7.10pm), Mrs J.M. Marsh, Mr T. O’Connor, Mrs M.R. Robinson, Mr N.F. Shearn and Mr A.
Taylor.
Six members of the public and one member of the press were in attendance. The Chairman
opened the meeting, welcoming members and the general public. A brief was provided on Health
& Safety requirements including emergency evacuation and assembly point procedures. A further
brief was provided as to the use of the Induction Loop facility for users of hearing aids, use of the
microphones was emphasised although the new system appeared not to be working which would
also not allow audio-taping.
235./06 Public Forum
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Lovell, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting be adjourned for the matter to be transacted.
Notes of the points raised as follows;
a) Fly-Posting on Electrical Box by the Cenotaph – Mr Clive Pearson requested its
removal by MDC.
b) Tesco Development – Mr Clive Pearson hoped the Planners got it right. Mr Taffy Stride
updated with previous Health & Safety concerns and a response letter regarding the trees
had been received from MDC.
c) Draft Minutes – Mr Will Dunscombe submitted correction of the draft minutes relating to
his previous speech within Public Forum.
d) MDC Car Parking Charges – Mr Will Dunscombe complained at the large increases
without consultation. The Chairman confirmed that this matter would be raised when the
Chief Executive and the Leader of MDC Council when they attended the next meeting of
the Town Council on the 18 April 2006. Mr Stride enquired if the Public would be allowed
to ask questions at this meeting and the Clerk was requested to make enquiries.
e) Relocation of the Cenotaph – Mr Taffy Stride informed response received from the
Home Office to which he was seeking further evidence.
f) Press Reporting – Mr Mike Harris raised much concern as to what he considered
inaccuracies within the Journal newspaper following the previous Council meeting and the
content of his speech within Public Forum.
g) Shepton 21 – Mr Taffy Stride confirmed a meeting with Guy Braga.
h) Free Bus Passes – Mr Taffy Stride raised concerns at possible increased costs
ratepayer now that return fares were not available.

to the

i) Restrictive Covenants – Mr Terry Marsh requested to be treated fairly, with equality not
to be disadvantaged and in an equitable manner in respect of consideration into his own
address, number 8 Kyte Road. Much the same as previous to the occupier of number 4
Kyte Road. He presented a hard copy of his speech to all Cllr’s and the Clerk at the
meeting (attached to these minutes).
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Lovell, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting now be brought back into session.
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236./06 Apologies for absence – Cllrs Cann (family), Hurrell (health), Jeremiah (health).
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above Apologies are accepted.
237./06 Members Declarations of Interests
a)

Planning Application 119023/000 – 15 Henley Rise - Cllr Marsh declared a Personal
and Non-Prejudicial Interest as her daughter lived at No 6.

b)

Planning Application 105941/044 – Delecamp (UK) Ltd – Cllr Inchley declared a
Personal and Non-Prejudicial Interest due to his employment.

c)

Windsor Day Hospital Closure - Cllr Marsh declared a Personal and Non-Prejudicial
Interest as she was an employee of Somerset Partnership.

d)

H M Prison – Parking Problems – Cllr Marsh declared a Personal and Non-Prejudicial
Interest as she worked in HM Prison.

e)

Restrictive Covenants Collett Avenue / Kyte Road - Members collectively made a
declaration as to a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in the matter as each member of the
Town Council is a Trustee of Collett Park. Cllr Marsh declared a Personal & Prejudicial
Interest in the matter as she resided in Kyte Road and would leave the meeting at the
appropriate point.

Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above declarations are noted and duly recorded.
238./06 Chairman’s Announcements
a)

Strawberry Line (east) Project – The Chairman and Clerk both attended a meeting
for the initial meeting of this project which had received grant funding for an initial
feasibility study into a multi-user oath from Wells to Shepton Mallet using the route of
the disused railway line. Minutes of the meeting were distributed to all Cllrs (copy
attached to these minutes).

b)

Councillor Jeremiah – His health was now greatly improved and he was taking a few
weeks rest prior to returning to future meetings.

c)

Pat Challis Fundraising – A sponsorship form had been received for all member’s
individual consideration. The form is available from the office.

239./06 Minutes
The Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 21 March 2006 were considered for
accuracy and content. The Chairman informed that a letter had been received from Mr Will
Dunscombe requesting the correction of minutes within his speech within the Public Forum
section, the content of which was read by the Clerk. Several members considered that the
Public Forum section of the meeting was of the up-most importance while others considered
that perhaps members of the public could provide a copy of their speech to both the Council
and the Press to assist with factual reporting / recording. The Clerk informed Council as
previously that the meeting is adjourned for Public Forum to be transacted and therefore no
minutes should be taken although best practice would be to take and keep notes for action if
needed. Advice received from SALC was that the Council would leave itself open to liaibility if
it continues to minute Public Forum. The majority of Councils have Public Forum prior to their
meeting starting, the content of which would not be included within the minutes. Minutes are
not required to be verbatim but should summary the consideration but that the resolve should
be exact. Cllr Marsh Proposed and Cllr Shearn Seconded that this matter should be placed on
the next agenda of the Council however this proposal was lost by a vote of 5 For and 7
Against. Several members considered that the minutes should be amended as requested in
retrospect but that in future the Public Forum section transacted during adjournment of the
meeting should not be minuted.
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Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Robinson, Seconded by Cllr Shearn by a vote of 8 For and 3
Abstention, that the Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 21 March 2006 be amended
to include Mr Will Dunscombe amendments proposals to his recorded speech within Public
Forum and then be approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, Seconded by Cllr Champion by a vote of 7 For, 4 Against
and 1 Abstention that on advice by SALC and the Clerk, that the Public Forum section of
future meetings transacted during adjournment of the meeting is not to be included within the
Minutes of the Meeting but that notes should be taken for action purposes if required.
240./06 Matters Arising from the Minutes
a)

Shepton Mallet Maternity Hospital – Two response letters received from West
Wiltshire NHS Primary Care Trust were read in full. All members were deeply
concerned with the response which implied a complete change in service, the previous
excellent respite care afforded following birth was very important to mothers and their
families working towards easing them back into some form of normality. Births could
be very traumatic and getting shipped off to another facility was appalling and
something should be done. The delivery service would be in and out, leaving already
stretched services in the home to pick up the pieces. This was considered to be a
resource issue and that future mothers would not choose to go to St Peters, this would
imply a drop in user numbers and the final outcome may be that the facility would
close. Mendip PCT was looking at 24 hrs care and why was West Wilts PCT not looking
at the same service? The proposal was a complete change of policy and was totally
unacceptable
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr Champion that a response letter
is sent to West Wilts Primary Care Trust, copied to the Secretary of State, raising all
the above points and requesting recording of the number of births from mothers whom
would have normally attended St Peters in Shepton Mallet but chose not to.

b)

Windsor Day Hospital Closure – A response letter received from Somerset
Partnership NHS regarding consultation was read in full. The main concern of the Town
Council remained that the decision for closure had been made prior to consultation.
Resolve: by unanimous vote that the above matter is noted.

241./06 Somerset County Council Update
Cllr Robinson provide a short summary of SCC Renewal Energy Strategy with future use of
E85 Bio-Ethenol fuel for cars which although slightly more expensive would reduce emissions
by some 60%. Supply was currently available through Morrison’s but Tesco were also looking
to market the product.
Resolve: by unanimous vote that the above matter is noted.
242./06 MCTI/Shepton 21 Update
Cllr Robison confirmed that the Shepton 21 Strategic Plan had been withdrawn due to
inaccuracies and would be formally launch at a later date.
Resolve: by unanimous vote that the above matter is noted.
243./06 Matters for Council to note
a)

b)

Notes of
PMG Meeting
28/3

Draft notes of the meeting of the Portfolio Management Group held on
28 March 2006 provided to all Cllrs – Item 2a & 2b are Confidential
Matters.

Obstruction
to highway
around HM
Prison

A meeting will be held at 6.30pm on 11 April 2006 at MDC Chamber to
which all members are invited to attend. (Highways unable to attend),
HM Prison confirm attendance of Nick Evans the Governor and Andy
Hacker, Head of Works Services. Highways were unfortunately unable
to attend.
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c)
Mendip
Strategic
Partnership

A Community Strategy for Mendip – Copy of their latest Strategy and
Action Plans to achieve the five shorter term priorities of’;
 Regeneration of the Mendip Economy
 Tackling Climate Change Locally
 Investing in Children and Young People
 Affordable Decent Housing for All
 Strengthening the Voluntary and Community.
All the above are available from SMTC Office.

Annual Town
Meeting

Will take place in the Salvation Army Rooms on Tuesday 25 April 2006
at 7pm. The guest speaker will be Mr Kevin Newton and his architect
regarding his plans for the Amulet building.

e)

Public
Transport
Services

Response letter from Tony Shire, SCC, Executive Member with regard
to services in and around Shepton and links between Bath, Bristol.

f)

Parish
Information
Bulletin

April 2006 issue distributed to all Cllrs.

Police
Newsletter

Newsletter dated 28 March 2006 received from Chief Superintendent
Andy Marsh and distributed to all Cllrs.

d)

g)

Resolve; Proposed by Cllr Lovell, Seconded by Cllr Robinson, by unanimous vote that items
a) to g) above are noted.
244./06 Planning Applications
a)

b)

c)

d)

101314/00
4 Taylor

Mr & Mrs R
Horton
Land adjoining 21
Draycott Road

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by a vote of 11
For and 1 Abstention – Recommend Refusal. Access form Pike Hill
highway on a steep blind corner was deemed unsafe and totally
unsuitable as previous application. Nothing had changed in this respect.

107379/00
1 Foster

Mr & Mrs
Chalmers
16 Hyatt Place

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by a vote of 11
For and 1 Abstention - Recommend Approval.

119023/00
0 Taylor

Mr C Lambert
15 Henley Rise

Resolve:

Cllr Marsh having declared an interest earlier did not speak or vote on
the matter.
Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Inchley, a vote of 11 For
and 1 Abstention - Recommend Approval.

105941/04
4 Dahm

Delacamp (UK)
Ltd
1 Mendip Avenue

Resolve:

Cllr Inchley having declared an interest then left the meeting.

Erection of dwelling (DEL)

Erection of conservatory to rear (DEL)

Erection of extension to garage (DEL)

Erection of extension to warehouse
(DEL)

Full

Full

Full

Full

Proposed by Cllr Robinson, seconded by Cllr Manvill, by unanimous vote
– Recommend Approval.
Cllr Inchley then rejoined the meeting. Cllr Lockey then left the
meeting not to return.
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e)

f)

116557/00
0 Taylor

Mr & Mrs M
Crawley
8 Charlton Road

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by a vote of 10
For and 1 Abstention (Cllr Shearn) – Recommend Approval

118250/00
1 Walker

Mr S Payne
21 Churchill Road

Resolve:

Two letters of objection had been received from neighbours which were
read to the meeting.
Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Robinson, by a vote of 5 For,
3 Against and 3 Abstentions - Recommend Refusal due to
Overdevelopment and deterimental effect to the amenitity of the area.

Erection of conservatory to rear (DEL)

Erection of two storey rear extension
and single storey side extension
(DEL)

Full

Full

Mr Clive Pearson then left the meeting as he was unable to hear the
proceedings.
g)

049285/00
8 Boustead

Britannia Building
Society
32 High Street

Resolve:

The Chairman confirm that further to Council resolve to a Full
application a further LBC appliacation had been received and he had
made an executive decision the same as the full application to
recommend approval and requested Council ratification of that
decision.
Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr Manvill, by a unanimous
vote that the executive decision to Recommend Approval is supported.

Replacement of facia
projecting sign (DEL)

sign

and

LBC
Alter
extend

245./06 Other Planning Matters
a) Hitchen Lane Development – The Planning Committee Chairman had attended the MDC
Planning Board meeting and they were in accord with the Town Council and had refused
the application on design grounds.
b) 2 Bowlish Lane – MDC had granted the application but with an amended application
which excluded the decking which was the main concern and reason for the Town Council
recommending refusal.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above matters are noted.
246./06 Somerset Statement of Community Involvement – Community & Leisure
Portfolio
Consultation documents received regarding Mineral and Waste Development Framework from
SCC for a six week consultation period and all representations must be received by Wed 26
April 2006,
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Lovell by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted.
247./06 – Town Centre TRO (Market Place / High Street north) - Regeneration
Portfolio
Email received from Highways confirmed their intention to finalise the current trial TRO to
High Street north and the Market Place due to elapsed timescale. The lines, bollards and signs
were now all in place. One member considered that the current TRO was only a trial with the
previous “no traffic TRO” suspended. The whole issue had not been reviewed due to firstly
incorrect signage and secondly a total lack of enforcement by the Police. Members considered
the best option may be to formalise the current arrangement, seek upgrade to the highway
and pavements and police enforcement.
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Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr Champion, by unanimous vote, that the
current TRO is formalised and made permanent. Now that traffic is using the area continuous
then the current setts which are in a very poor condition and unsuitable for continuous traffic
should be removed, the highway surface renewed with tarmacadam, kerbs and paved
surfaces installed to clearly de-mark vehicular and pedestrian areas and finally the Council is
to write to Chief Superintendent Andy Marsh demanding that enforcement is undertaking by
Community Policing Staff to those who are quite blatantly breaking the law.
248./06 – External Audit – Administration Portfolio
Notice had been received that the audit would take place on 30 June 2006. Accounts needed
to be completed and resolved by Council at 2 May 2006 meeting. Public Notice of Inspection
needs to be placed by 16 May and Public Inspection will then take place from 1 to 28 June
2006. The Clerk confirmed the timescales were very tight but that these could be complied
with.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Champion, by unanimous vote, that the
matter is noted.
249./06 - Town Centre Events Working Party - Administration Portfolio
The Council considered the setting up of a committee / signatures to the bank mandate
consisting of the Chairman & Vice Chairman of the Town Council and Secretary (Andrew
Edwards) of the Chamber of Commerce with a view to allocation of funds totalling £318 to
support a Town Centre Event over the weekend of Collett Festival. Bank account (balance
£501.68p) and mandate signatures already in place, with the bank account administered by
the Town Council. Several members considered that the committee should included traders /
townsfolk in the town centre and not just left to councillors. The monies were to support the
efforts of Mrs Pat Jeremiah who was the mainstay to organising of the event to take place on
the Friday PM and Sunday AM within the town centre either side of Collett Festival date. The
proposals would include decorating the empty shops with painting from local schools,
provision and dressing of manikins in Victorian costume and providing incentives with retail
shops within the town centre. It was also hope to hold various charity stalls within the Market
Place. The monies would also pay for a pony and trap to participate in the Collett Festival
formal procession. The Clerk confirmed the current balance of the fund, the current bank
mandate and that the Town Councils insurance cover would be used for the event. However
time was short and the Council would need to resolve some structure to the committee and
funding to enable the proposals to proceed.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Manvill, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by a vote of 10 For and 1
Abstention, that a Town Centre Working Party consisting of the Chairman & Vice Chairman of
the Town Council and Secretary (Andrew Edwards) of the Chamber of Commerce is formed to
oversee the event with a total budget of £318 to expend as they considered appropriate. The
funds are to be drawn from the current Town Centre Events account. Any further support or
membership to the working party outside of the Town Council would be most welcome.
250./06 Finance
a) Accounts for Payment by Cheque
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Champion , seconded by Cllr Lovell, by unanimous vote, that
payments made by Cheque for April 2006 as per Appendix “A” attached to these Minutes, be
approved.
b) Accounts previously paid by Direct Debit
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Lovell, by unanimous vote that
payments made by Direct Debit for April 2006 as per Appendix “A” as attached to these
Minutes be approved.
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c) Confidential Salaries for Payment by Cheque
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Lovell, by unanimous vote that the
Confidential Salary Payments for April 2006 as per Appendix “A” (Confidential Section)
attached to these Minutes be approved.
d) Income
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Lovell, by unanimous vote that Income
received for April 2006 as per Appendix “A” attached to these Minutes is noted.
251./06 Pension Scheme – Standing Order Payments
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Lovell, seconded by Cllr Champion, by unanimous vote that a
monthly Standing Order for the sum of £483.04 is approved for payment of Pension
Contributions for both the employer and employees in respect of the SCC Local Government
Pension Scheme from April 2006 to end following the payment in February 2007.
252./06 Collett Park Ground Care Contract Uplift and Standing order – Council considered
amendment to monthly Standing Order as of April 2006 with a +2.49% (£51.92 + VAT)
monthly uplift to the annual contract sum. Revised Standing Order sum of £2,511.22 per
month (inc VAT).
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Lovell, by unanimous vote that a
revised monthly Standing Order is approved for payment from April 2006 onwards for the sum
of £2,511.22 per month (inc VAT) to Quadron Services in respect of Collett Park Ground Care
Contract.
253./06 Confidential Session
Resolve by unanimous vote, that, in view of the nature of the business to be transacted, it
was advisable in the public interest that the press and public be excluded, which was duly
complied with.
a) Re-Tarmac Entrance Driveway and Paths to Collett Park
Three quotations received consideration.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Champion, by unanimous vote, that the
quotation received from Ford Bros for the sum of £2,806.02 plus VAT is accepted and the
works put in hand at the earliest with work to be completed by the end of April 2006.
b) Restrictive Covenants – 8 Kyte Road
Cllr Marsh having made a declaration earlier then left the meeting not to return.
Members considered the matter in some depth including the written statement from Mr Terry
Marsh, along with previous legal advice from the Councils solicitors, advice from SALC and the
Charity Commission. The Clerk also provided a report supported with evidence of
documentation and plans along with a clear recommendation for Councils consideration.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Robinson, seconded by Cllr Champion, by a recorded vote of Cllr
Bartlett, Champion, Fone, Inchley, Lovell, Manvill, O’Connor, Robinson, Shearn and Taylor all
voting For (unanimous) that the Town Council, “corporate body” and Trustee of the Shepton
Mallet Recreation Ground Trust has no known / definitive title / jurisdiction over the area
highlighted in pink on legal mapping which includes the proposed land designated for
development of an additional dwelling in the rear garden of the existing property known as No
8 Kyte Road.
The Town Council, “corporate body” and Trustee of the Shepton Mallet Recreation Ground
Trust has no objection to future release of any Restrictive Covenant applicable to the area
designated pink on the legal mapping which includes the proposed land designated for
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development of an additional dwelling in the rear garden of the existing property known as No
8 Kyte Road.
The Clerk is to enquire if MDC have any copy documentation when Collett Park was handed
from the District to the Town Council.
It should be noted that the Town Council at a meeting held on the 3 January 2006 considered
the planning application for the additional dwelling house in the rear garden of number 8 Kyte
Road and resolved to Recommend Approval to Mendip District Council.
254./06 Agenda Matters for the Next Meeting
The next meeting is to be held on 18 April 2006 at 7.00pm in the Mendip District Council
Committee Room. Cllr O’Connor submitted his apologies in advance.
The Chairman thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 9.30pm.

Councillor J.D. Bartlett
Chairman

Signature_____________
_____/_____/_2006
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A P P E N D I X
Cheque
No
2087
2088
2089
2090
2091
2092
2093
2094
2097

Payee
Duchy Of Cornwall
Community Council
Great Ostry Picture Framing
Forever Friends RUH
Capita Business Services Ltd
Race Brothers
SALC
Mendip Shopfitter’s
WRP Insurance Brokers

Payments by Direct Debit
28/2/06
Quadron Services Limited
28.2.06
Cleanaway Limited
1.3.06
Market Town
2/3/06
CGU Bonus
16/3/06
Plusnet Tech Ltd

Code
6120
5400
2089
6650
5300
6080
5400
6080
5200

“ A ”
Total
Payment

Goods Supplied
Hitchen Lane Allotments - Rent
Annual Subscription
Reframe JKC and CP Pictures
Community Grants - Support Pat Challis
Photocopying - March 06
Collett Park Bandstand - Concreting Works
Annual Affiliation Fee (+5% increase)
Collett Park Bandstand - Wooden Uprights
Insurances - Admin Fee
‘
Sub Total

6000/6005

Collett Park Ground Care Contract -March

6020
5315
5200/6090
5160

Collett Park - Waste Disposal
Website - Monthly Charge
Insurance Premium
Broadband Subscription

£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£

49.94
25.00
11.25
200.00
4.47
176.25
873.01
940.00
5.00

£

2,284.92

£

2,450.22

£
£
£
£

31.91
70.50
305.49
20.49

Sub Total

£

2,878.61

Total =

£

5,163.53

Total

£
£
£

1,160.00
410.00
1,570.00

Total Expenditure =

£

6,733.53

CONFIDENTIAL PAYMENTS
2095
2096

Graham H Brown
Jeanette Lintern

Date
10-Feb

Income
Credit

5000
5000

Code

Town Clerk - April Salary 2006
Admin Assistant - April Salary 2006

Category of Income
Bank Interest - Business Account

Total Income =

Councillor J Bartlett
Chairman

Signature________________

Councillor N Jeremiah
Vice Chairman

Signature________________

Total Deposit
£
£

145.61
145.61

Date_____________

Date_____________
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Shepton Mallet Town Council held on 18 April
2006, in the MDC Committee Room, Cannards Grave Road, Shepton Mallet.
Present: Chairman - Councillor J Bartlett
Cllrs: Mr R. Champion, Mr T. Fone, Mr C.C. Inchley, Mr M. Lovell , Mrs L.A. Manvill, Mrs J.M.
Marsh, Mrs M.R. Robinson, Mr N. F. Shearn and Mr A. Taylor
The Leader of Mendip District Council, Cllr Ken Maddock; the Chief Executive of Mendip District
Council, Mr David Thomson; District Inspector Paul Richards of the Avon & Somerset
Constabulary; District Councillor Stephen Robinson; six members of the public and one member
of the press were in attendance. The Chairman opened the meeting, welcoming members and
the general public. A brief was provided on Health & Safety requirements including emergency
evacuation and assembly point procedures. As the meeting was taking place in the Committee
Room there were no microphones, induction loop facility and the meeting would not be audiotaped.
255./06 Public Forum
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Manvill, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting be adjourned for the matter to be transacted.
Notes of the points raised were as follows:
a) Appalling Conditions of Highways around Shepton Mallet – Mr David Selway
requested support of the Council to lobby Somerset County Council against the appalling
condition of the highways, which were disgraceful.
b) Tree Leaves Blocking Drains in the High Street – Mr David Selway queried whether
the Town Council could do anything about perhaps felling trees at the top of the High
Street and re-planting them with evergreens to stop the leaf-fall blocking the drains.
c) Police Parking Enforcement – District Inspector Paul Richards of Somerset & Avon
Constabulary provided Council with an update and considered that the current perception
that no enforcement was taking place was harsh. He agreed that traffic wardens had been
lost but the PCSO’s were doing something. He had taken on board the comments and was
dealing with the issues. Enforcement had been increased over the last fortnight and he
would attempt to keep this going subject to priorities.
d) The District Plan – Mr Will Dunscombe posed a question to Mendip District Council as to
whether they would again be changing the Local Plan to suit the Haskins new development
as they did for Tesco.
e) Minuting of Public Forum – Mr Will Dunscombe considered that the Council had made
an illegal and incorrect decision which basically amounted to “gagging of the public”. The
Clerk confirmed that the decision made by Council was purely substantiating current
practices which were laid down in the current edition of Standing Orders.
f) The War Memorial – Mr Will Dunscombe had great pleasure in informing the Council that
this structure was now Listed and implored the Council to spend time, money and
resources to sort out the existing structure, look after it and protect it from lorries and
stop the rising damp. He considered that the Council had tried to get the structure moved
“through the backdoor”. The Chairman responded, saying that the Council had always
treated the structure with respect and the Council was unable to protect the structure
from lorries unless it was relocated. In any event his comments were noted but the matter
to relocate the structure was settled.
g) Asking Questions to the Chief Executive of MDC - Mr Taffy Stride confirmed that he
had received no response and took it that he would not be able to ask questions directly to
the Chief Executive.
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h) Tesco Tree Protest – Mr Taffy Stride informed that the land where the second tree
protest took place was indeed not owned by Tescos. Of the six arrests only one had been
charged, and this was a local person, and he would be interested to see what happened
when it comes to Court. He had received a reply from the Chief Executive of Mendip
District Council regarding monitoring of the trees, and posed the question – if the trees
had been monitored how were all the trees cut down including ones that should never
have been cut down in the first place?
i) Parking Charges – Mr Stride raised concern that the charges and fines were a bone of
contention and were in conflict with the Bill of Rights 1689. He listed a considerable
number of aged documents which appeared to be in conflict with charges and parking
fines. He hoped the Chief Executive of Mendip District Council would take it away and look
closely.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Manvill, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting now be brought back into session.
256./06 Progress for the District Council and Partnership Matters with the Town
Council – Leader of the District Council, Ken Maddock, and the Chief Executive, Mr
David Thomson
Cllr Maddock apologised for not attending a meeting of the Town Council sooner as he had
been very busy at the District Council and had attended both to talk and also to listen. He
provided a breakdown of progress for the District Council, basically working in three stages. It
was now some three years’ ago that he became Leader of the Council. Shortly after joining he
identified that the business needed turning around which necessitated restating the vision and
priorities which they had been working towards. This meant that they had changed the
structure, the size and the management of the District Council and had made some cost
savings which stood them in good stead and were paying off. During the second stage the
District Council received recognition for what they were doing, one of them being for the Best
Automated Public Lavatory in Great Britain where Shepton Mallet had received an award for
the first “super loo”. There was a further list of 69 achievements made in the last year, two of
which related to the Capita contract which won an national award for procurement and would
see a reduction in real costs each year over the 12 year contract instead of increasing. Also
the organisation of the Glastonbury Festival, which in the year 2000 had been pretty scary
and had now grown. This was still on-going and was now in the top 3 for recognition of the
Best Partnership Scheme.
In this third and current phase of the Council they would be looking at communication and Cllr
Maddock confirmed that this had not been good in the past, however they were making
headway and a sample of good partnership-working was with the current Swimming Pool
project. The Town Council, via the Clerk, had tabled some questions to the Leader and Chief
Executive prior to the meeting and he responded to them as follows:
Car Parking Strategy- The car parks were capital, very intensive and expensive and, indeed,
the whole of Mendip was within a rural area where the requirement for a car was a necessity.
The District Council had a vision for beacon car parks which would be a modern type facility
with possible “pay-on-exit” for each of the five towns, but unfortunately this had been delayed
as there had been no Car Parks Manager in the post for over a year. However they were
making a start, not on a beacon car park, but improvements in Frome. Cllr Maddock informed
the Town Council that MDC were receiving substantial revenue from the car parks, the income
budget of which was not ring-fenced, was expected to achieve some £2million in one year set
against a cost of about £400,000 per annum to operate, but this surplus assisted in keeping
the Council tax down.
Traffic Enforcement – The District Council was currently involved in a review of possible
decriminalisation of parking enforcement within the town centres and he was consulting with
his colleagues in Taunton Deane. Currently they operated a system which appeared to cost a
lot of money to operate. There was approximately another year of research to run and then
decisions would be made some 6-9 months thereafter. The SMTC Chairman raised concern
that Shepton Mallet needed a “pop-and-shop” and this was not working due to lack of
enforcement which needed addressing.
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Shepton Mallet Regeneration – Cllr Maddock confirmed that Shepton Mallet is a priority for
the District Council; that HERS has been successful in turning Shepton Mallet around; the
High Street is currently being done; the swimming pool is being refurbished and he
considered that the new Tesco store is the key to unlocking High Street trading. He confirmed
that the District Council was taking part in the Hillmead Partnership with the Police; the Norah
Fry development was now finished and flats were selling; the new Treatment Centre was upand-running; large housing developments were taking place such as Tadley Acres which were
needed to bring people into the town; the Amulet lease had been offloaded to save the
financial bleeding of the Council and the ratepayer; the MCTI was now setting up community
plans and making progress; Shepton 21 was working with Guy Braga hoping to get the KTEC
project up-and-running in the BT building. Cllr Inchley raised concern that the Area
Regeneration Officer’s salaries were above that of their current budget and deemed that the
District Council was spreading itself too thin to make any great impact. The Chief Executive
confirmed that they were currently checking this function.
Funding Monies – Several members raised concern regarding the unfairness towards
Shepton Mallet, and that Shepton Mallet was having to fund considerable amounts towards
projects which were being delivered by the District Council in other locations. Cllr Maddock
confirmed that there was nothing he could do about this and it was just a fact of life.
Play Facilities – The Chief Executive confirmed that there was play equipment in the Queens
Road area and that the Tadley Acres site had provided two play areas during the previous
building phase, but unfortunately they had to be taken out due to complaints from
neighbours. He confirmed that one play area was planned for the southern end of the
development although Cllr Inchley enquired if this would be of sufficient size for all the play
provision that was within the original planning application for the complete site. The Chief
Executive was unable to answer and said that he would look into the matter and report back.
Community Hall and Council Offices – Cllr Maddock confirmed that the District Council was
looking at their own campus and were making good progress but he was unable to inform
further other than that they were looking at different options. They were having to estimate
their requirement for the future and he considered that there may be a considerable amount
of remote working being carried out with officers in the field and also technology may assist
working from home. Therefore the actual requirement of office space would have to be
considered very closely. Another option was for the District Council to join with four or five
others, which may also include the Town Council, to provide a facility whereby the Council
could look to reduce its costs over a period of time. Car parking was an issue on their current
site and presently a third of the staff were having to use the Commercial Road car park. Cllr
Inchley informed that it was possible in the view of the Town Council that it would wish to
look for land ownership in the town centre, whereas if the District Council moved it would
obviously be on the perimeter of the town due to insufficient existing space within the town
centre. Also that the Town Council would look to possibly purchase land currently owned by
the District Council at market value.
Planning Briefs and Framework – Cllr Champion informed that the Planning Committee
had requested the District Council to provide planning briefs for areas to give the whole
development picture. He considered that there was too much piecemeal development. Cllr
Marsh highlighted that she considered that a lack of communication was part of the problem
with Tesco’s application and hoped that this would not happen with the latest Haskin’s
proposals. Cllr Maddock confirmed that the Development Control Service had made some 42
procedural changes and would hope to see improvements being delivered with much more
open and transparent communication. They were now working to develop a local development
framework and were looking for extensive consultation, in the medium and long-term.
Town’s Market – Cllr Manvill enquired as to what was happening with the town’s market and
why had a Farmer’s Market not been thought of. Cllr Maddock confirmed that the Farmer’s
Market was a good idea, however the key was to get Tesco up and running and he considered
that this would be the nucleus to revitalisation of the High Street. Without footfall there would
never be a satisfactory market. Cllr Inchley pressed him on this matter and enquired what the
District Council’s strategy was and also timescales. Cllr Maddock still considered that the
Tesco development was the key to the matter. It was unfortunately news that High Street
North highway improvement scheme had now come off the Somerset County Council priority
list, but he would continue to try and get the work prioritised and completed.
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Additional Schools - Cllr Manvill enquired whether there were any plans to get an extra
school for Shepton Mallet. Cllr Maddock confirmed that this was not an MDC issue but a
Somerset County Council one. However he was aware that the number of children had fallen;
the money just was not there and it was not likely in his lifetime.
The Chairman thanked Cllr Maddock and the Chief Executive, David Thomson, for their open
and frank discussions which received applause from the Council. Both Cllr Maddock and David
Thomson then left the meeting.
257./06 Apologies for absence – Cllrs Cann, Hurrell (health), Jeremiah (health) and O’Connor
(family)
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above Apologies are accepted.
258./06 Members Declarations of Interests
a)

Planning Application 109662/004 – 27 Society Road – Cllr Manvill declared a
Personal & Non-Prejudicial Interest in the matter as the applicant lived opposite her
daughter and is a long-standing friend.

b)

Prison Parking – Cllr Marsh declared a Personal & Non-Prejudicial Interest in the matter
as she worked within the Prison.

c)

Restricted Covenants – Collett Park – Cllr Marsh declared a Personal & Prejudicial
Interest in the matter as she resided within Kyte Road.

Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above declarations are noted and duly recorded.
259./06 Chairman’s Announcements
The Chairman informed that she would be attending a function next Monday at midday for the
Mendip in Bloom presentations and, during the same evening, would attend a production of
High Society in Wells which should be enjoyable.
260./06 Minutes
The Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 4 April 2006 were considered for
accuracy and content.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Lovell, by unanimous vote, that the
Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 4 April 2006 be approved as a true record and
signed by the Chairman.
261./06 Matters Arising from the Minutes
a)

Shepton Mallet Maternity Hospital – Minute 240./06 – A letter had been received
from Robin Smith, Chief Executive of Mendip Primary Care Trust confirming that they
would welcome an opportunity to brief Council on plans that Mendip PCT had for
maternity services over the coming months due to changes put forward by West
Wiltshire Primary Care Trust. Robin Smith suggested that Miss Alison Barkshire,
Service Development Director, attend a Council meeting and brief members on plans
and how they intend to progress them.
Resolve: by unanimous vote that the matter is noted and that Miss Alison Barkshire,
Service Development Director of Mendip Primary Care Trust, is invited to attend
Council to brief members on Mendip PCT’s plans for maternity services in Shepton
Mallet and to ensure that the meeting is publicised as it would be of great interest to
the public.

b)

Trustee and Restricted Covenants – Minute 253./06 – Cllr Marsh had declared a
Personal & Prejudicial Interest earlier in the meeting, however the matter was not for
discussion merely to be noted. A letter had been received from the Charity
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Commission which confirmed that they had no documentation or records regarding the
John Kyte Collett Charity and the existing schemes scheduled under Shepton Mallet
Town Council; and indeed that the Town Council in its corporate capacity is sole
trustee rather than individual councillors.
Resolve: by unanimous vote that the above matter is noted.
262./06 Somerset County Council Update – County and District Councillor Stephen Robinson
considered that he had nothing specific to report other than in response to the current
concern regarding Somerset County Council roads, where he considered that there was
£53million being spent and the majority of this money would be spent in Yeovil, Taunton and
Bridgwater. He agreed that it was an appalling situation but the latest information was that
Shepton Mallet would have to wait. He would appreciate the support of the Town Council but
unfortunately this was the current situation. He also confirmed that each County Councillor
receives a budget of £5,000 to spend on their local community. He had provided money to
various organisations, schools and hospitals for the good of the town and, indeed, had a
balance remaining as of the end of March. He had submitted an application for this money to
be provided to the Town Council and handed over a cheque for £1,788 which he gifted to the
Town Council to do with as they see fit for the good of Shepton.
The Chairman thanked Cllr Robinson for the donated monies, which was supported by all
members at the meeting.
263./06 Matters to be Noted
a)

Road closure
– Old wells
Road

Closure for highways works to the Dinder hill section. 1 week from the
15 May 2006.

b)

Footpath
Closure Goldhill

Closure for works to sustaining wall. 1 May 2006 for six months.

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Manvill, by unanimous vote, that both
the above items are noted.
264./06 Planning Applications
a)

b)

c)

d)

117470/000
Walker

Mr A Baber
8 Westfield

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous
vote – Recommend Approval.

119039/000
Walker

Mr M Guidi
14 Chestnut
Parade

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous
vote - Recommend Approval.

108527/007
PG20 Jarrold

B Salmon
Spring Cottage,
26 Darshill

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Robinson, with a vote of 9
For & 1 Against - Recommend Approval.

030903/015
Taylor

Mr Winsborourgh
Windsborough’s
Fish & Chip
Restaurant,
Whitstone Road

Single storey rear extension (DEL)

Erection of conservatory to rear (DEL)

Felling of Ash tree in a Conservation
Area

Erection
of
a
neighbourhood
convenience store (DEL)

Full

Full

CA
Felling
Trees

Full
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e)

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Inchley, with a vote of 9
For, 0 Against & 1 Abstention – Recommend Approval.

109662/004
Walker

Mr & Mrs Blinman
27 Society Road

Erection of single storey extension
and conversion of garage to bedroon
(DEL)

Full

Cllr Manvill previously declared an Interest in the matter.

f)

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Inchley, with a vote of 9
For, 0 Against & 1 Abstention – Recommend Approval.

034713/009
Taylor

Mr B Krasniqi
The Car Wash,
Wessex Filling
Station, Cannards
Grave

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Manvill, by unanimous
vote – Recommend Approval.

Provision of car sales display area in
conjunction with existing car wash
(DEL)

Full

265./06 Other Planning Matters
a) Road naming - former York House Garage site – All addresses would be known as
“York Mews”.
b) 118958/000 3 Kyte Road – The Town Council had recommended refusal, however the
District Council had granted the application.
c) Haskins Applications – These had been received, were under review by the Planning
Chairman and were making interesting reading, and the Town Council was in
communication with Les Kimberley, Senior Planner of MDC, as to a future meeting of the
Town Council to consider the applications.
d) 107947/020 Plot 6, Woodlands Farm – It was confirmed that this application would be
considered by MDC’s Planning Board on Wednesday, 19 April.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above four matters are noted.
266./06 Collett Festival 2006 Update – Collett Park Portfolio
Cllr Shearn updated members with progress. Some photos and articles had now been received
from various sources for inclusion in the Souvenir Programme and the Clerk confirmed that a
considerable amount of text and photographs had been provided by Mr Fred Davis, who was
to transfer the data to a CD and bring into the office this Friday, with the understanding that
his contributions would be noted with his name and copyright. Cllr Inchley proposed, which
was seconded by Cllr Champion, that the Minutes record a thanks to Mr Fred Davis for his
contribution to the Collett Day Festival Souvenir Programme and that his contribution and
copyright would be documented. However, this matter was not voted upon.
Cllr Shearn confirmed that progress to bandstand metalwork was progressing and requested
members to consider design finalisation to the top of the railings, the colour of the finish and
the font and lettering on the gates and arches. The Clerk confirmed that the re-tarmacing of
the entrance driveway was to be carried out this Friday. The uptake regarding the buffet meal
was still low with only approximately 30 names, and the number from the Collett family was
still unknown but believed to be reduced. The Clerk also confirmed that he had received a
telephone call from the manager of the Wurzels who were looking for confirmation of the
booking. The Clerk did inform them by return that the tentative booking had been cancelled
and that this matter had been left with Cllr Cann or indeed the sponsor, Michael Eavis, to
inform the group’s manager. However, no formal contract had been signed or order placed.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Bartlett, seconded by Cllr Manvill, with a vote of 7 For, 2
Abstentions & 1 Against, that the above matters were noted. The design finish for the top of
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the railings to the bandstand are to be in the shape of an arrowhead; the colour of the
metalwork is to be painted black; that the Town Council would arrange for re-painting of the
finials and lettering to be in gold; and that the font for the lettering is to be in plain and bold
type which was left to Cllr Shearn and the Clerk to make a final decision.
267./06 Proposed Bedding Improvements – Park Road Entrance - Collett Park Portfolio
Cllr Shearn confirmed that a young horticulturist who had a degree in the matter, had wished
to carry out volunteer work within the Park and had spent a considerable amount of time
producing drawings and planting schemes for several beds, one of which was positioned
between the two gate entrances at Park Road. Also provided was a list of plants with a total
price of £818.90 for Bed 1. This was for the supply of plants only and the volunteer, with
additional help, would undertake to ready the bed and plant it up at no additional charge.
Several members raised concern regarding the budget and also the financial regulations
regarding not obtaining competitive quotes.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Champion, with a vote of 8 For, 0 Against
& 2 Abstentions, that the improvements to Bed 1 proceed with the volunteer’s proposals and
that the only cost to Council would be the supply of the bedding plants at an approximate cost
of £818.90 which would come from the Collett Park Improvement Budget; and that additional
garden centres such as Cadbury are contacted to test the competitive price of the plants, and
that an order is then placed from the Town Council directly with the supplier.
268./06 Grant Application – Mid-Somerset Agricultural Society – Community & Leisure
Portfolio
The Mid-Somerset Agricultural Society had requested consideration of Grant support to
provide display boards for their enhanced Homecraft section, Arts & Crafts. There was no
financial sum requested although the display boards were envisaged to be about £850.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Shearn, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous vote, that a
Community Grant of £250 is awarded with the provision that this is only a one-off grant to be
awarded in this current financial year to the Mid-Somerset Agricultural Society; and that the
Town Council would not consider an additional request for sponsorship nearer the event.
269./06 Town Twinning Association – Request for Revenue Support by way of a Grant –
Community & Leisure Portfolio
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Shearn, with a vote of 9 For, 0 Against &
1 Abstention, that the Town Council was unable to provide funding at this point in time; and
that the Town Council’s existing policy would stand firm in that it would support the Twinning
Association whenever required by providing a Civic Reception for the twinning partners
whenever they visited which was at considerable cost to the Council, and this was the only
financial support they were able to provide to the Town Twinning Association.
270./06 SAW - Community & Leisure Portfolio - Somerset Art Week had requested
Community Grant Support of £100 to support their activities however there was nothing in
their documentation which appeared to provide a facility directly for the town and the people
of Shepton.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Champion, by unanimous vote, that a
letter be sent thanking SAW Limited for their application but that unfortunately the Council is
unable to assist on this occasion.
271./06 Community Grants Policy and Budget – Council was requested to consider current
policy for community grants given the applications received this early in the year, and that
there was a reduced budget total of only £2,000. Cllr Inchley proposed, Cllr Robinson
seconded, that the Council should consider restricting its policy to voluntary and community
groups within the town of Shepton Mallet, however this vote was lost by a vote of 3 For & 7
Against.
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Resolve: That the Town Council’s existing policy of reviewing grants on an individual basis
with the only restriction being the overall budget provided in any one year, is upheld; and this
matter was noted.
272./06 Meeting Held Regarding Parking Around Her Majesty’s Prison – Notes of a public
meeting held on 11 April 2006 (attached to these Minutes) were provided to all members.
They were also provided with a list of possible solutions and recommendations for the
meeting.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Fone, with a vote of 8 For, 0 Against & 2
Abstentions, that the Town Council endorse the possible solutions and it accepts the
recommendations laid out in the notes of the meeting held on 11 April 2006 regarding parking
around Her Majesty’s Prison. A letter is to be sent to Highways requesting them to work with
the Police and that the Town Council offers the possible solutions of investigating double
yellow lines in Frithfield Lane to Great Gardens; residents’ only parking that was enforceable
for Whitstone Close; make greater use of the parking bays on the parking area of Town Lane;
investigate removal of 2-hours restricted parking in Town Lane and reallocate on-road parking
by Constellation UK for use by Prison staff and for Constellation staff to fully utilise their own
off road car parking at Gullifords; open discussions with BT to allow Prison staff to possibly
park off-road and for the Police and PCSO’s to provide greater enforcement of traffic
management issues in these areas. The Town Council were offering these solutions and it was
up to the County Council to carry them out, in any event the removal of the 2-hours restricted
parking in Town Lane should be carried out first.
273./06 Swimming Pool Project Update – Cllr Lovell read out a Project Board update which
had been received today (attached to these Minutes) and which provided satisfactory
progress, and confirmed that they would be utilising the heat exchange from the adjoining
Brothers Drinks business. Cllr Inchley enquired if members would be able to take a site visit
as indeed the Council had spent a lot of money there and they should be able to view the
progress of the work, to which Cllr Lovell replied that he would arrangements if it was so
wished.
Resolve: by unanimous vote that the matter is noted.
274./06 Review of Revised Meeting Schedule and the Recent Pilot Scheme – The
Chairman requested members to consider the revised meeting schedule and pilot scheme
which had been undertaken since January, as the next meeting was the Annual General
Meeting and matters needed to be formalised prior to the meeting and voted upon at that
meeting. A lengthy discussion then took place regarding the revised schedule of meetings
which Council would meet on the first and third Tuesday of each month; the benefit of the
Portfolio Management Group meeting and how members felt who were not included within
that group. Lengthy consideration was also given as to the structure of the Council; the
consideration to continue with Portfolios or disband; or, a further proposal from Cllr Inchley
was to consider amalgamating the Portfolios into Committees, or still keep them as Portfolios,
but consisting of only three groups: one dealing with services such as Collett Park, Allotments,
Footpaths etc; another one dealing with Community & Regeneration matters; and a third one
dealing with Corporate and Finance matters. Members considered there was some merit in
keeping Portfolios as they could involve members of the public although the matter should be
given some greater consideration.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Bartlett, seconded by Cllr Champion, with a vote of 9 For, 0
Against & 1 Abstention that the current structure of Council, Planning Committee and
Portfolios remains; that the revised meeting schedule, which includes the full Council dealing
with all matters including Planning and meeting on the first and third Tuesday of each month,
is extended for a further six months until November 2007; and that Council should, in
approximately three months’ time, review both the structure and meeting schedule. However,
Portfolios could still operate and call meetings as and when they so wished. Cllr Inchley was
requested to put his proposals in writing and distribute to members for further consideration.
275./06 Agenda Matters for the Next Meeting
The next meeting (AGM) is to be held on 2 May 2006 at 7.00pm in the Mendip District Council
Chamber. No matters were raised.
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The Chairman thanked members for their attendance and their support throughout the year,
as this now was her last meeting, and the meeting closed at 9.30pm

Chairman

Signature_____________
_____/_____/_2006
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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Shepton Mallet Town Council held
on 2 May 2006, in the MDC Chamber, Cannards Grave Road, Shepton Mallet.
Present: Chairman - Councillor R.R. Champion
Cllrs: Mrs J. Bartlett, Mr M.M. Cann, Mr T. Fone, Mr C.C. Inchley, Mr N. Jeremiah, Mr C.F. Lockey,
Mr M. Lovell , Mrs L.A. Manvill, Mrs J.M. Marsh, Mrs M.R. Robinson, Mr N. F. Shearn and Mr A.
Taylor
District Inspector Paul Richards (Somerset & Avon Constabulary), seven members of the public
and no press were in attendance.
The outgoing Chairman, Cllr Bartlett, opened the meeting, welcoming members and the general
public. A brief was provided on Health & Safety requirements including emergency evacuation
and assembly point procedures. A further brief was provided as to the use of the Induction Loop
facility for users of hearing aids, use of the microphones was emphasised and informed that the
meeting would be audio-taped for internal use only.
1./07 Election of Chairman
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Lovell, seconded by Cllr Lockey, who congratulated the outgoing
Chairman and considered that Cllr Champion would make an excellent Chairman for a second
term. There being no other nominations Cllr Champion was duly elected Chairman of the Town
Council and undertook verbally, and also in writing, the acceptance of office of Chairman of
the Town Council.
Cllr Champion then chaired the remainder of the meeting. Cllr Champion considered that the
next year would be a good year, it was the centenary of Collett Park; there were “The
Academy” proposals to come online; High Street South was soon to be completed; Haskins
re-development plans were now available; Tesco would continue to carry out their
development and he considered that Shepton Mallet was a winner, it was booming and
growing. He also informed the meeting that next Friday, within the Market Place, there was a
consultation regarding the new framework for Mendip and the town and he encouraged all
members and the public to attend if possible.
2./07 Election of Vice-Chairman
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Shearn, seconded by Cllr Champion, nominating Cllr Lovell. He had
been a councillor for a long time and, although carried out the role of Portfolio Holder, had not
“sat up the front” at meetings and they wished to see him operate at this level. There being
no other nominations Cllr Lovell was elected as Vice-Chairman of the Town Council and duly
verbally accepted his office.
3./07 Public Forum
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Bartlett, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting be adjourned for the matter to be transacted.
Notes of the points raised were taken for internal use only
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Bartlett, seconded by Cllr Robinson, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting now be brought back into session.
4./07 Apologies for absence – Cllrs Hurrell (health) and O’Connor (family)
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above Apologies are accepted.
5./07 Members Declarations of Interests
a)

SMTC Representatives to the Tourist Information & Heritage Centre – Cllr Shearn
declared a Personal & Prejudicial Interest as he was a Director of the facility, and would
not speak or vote thereon.
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Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above declarations are noted and duly recorded.
6./07 Council Standing Orders – Financial Regulations, Chairmanship and Code of
Conduct Order – All members were requested by the Chairman to reaffirm that they each
individually hold copies of all the above documents by way of their Councillors’ Handbook, and
that each individually agree to abide by policy procedures and conditions set out within each
document. Finally that each individually confirm that their Declarations of Interest,
Declarations of Gifts & Hospitalities, as required by the Code of Conduct, are current, and any
required amendments have been informed to the Monitoring Officer at Mendip District Council.
Cllr Inchley informed that he had appeared to have mislaid his copy of the Councillors’
Handbook but that he was fully aware of the contents and documents enclosed within.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Jeremiah, seconded by Cllr Taylor, by unanimous vote, that each
councillor holds current copies of the Council’s Standing Orders, Financial Regulations,
Chairmanship and Code of Conduct Order and that each councillor agrees to abide by policy,
procedures and conditions set out within the documents. Finally that each councillor confirms
that their Declarations of Interest, Declarations of Gifts & Hospitalities, as required by the
Code of Conduct, are current, and that any required amendments have been informed to the
Monitoring Officer at Mendip District Council.
7./07 Chairman’s Announcements
The Chairman confirmed that there were no announcements as he had just taken the chair.
8./07 Minutes
The Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 18 April 2006 were considered for
accuracy and content. The Clerk confirmed that amendments had been received from the
Chief Executive at Mendip District Council regarding their presentation, the majority of which
were slight language amendments with the only major change being correction to the sum of
the cost of operating MDC’s car parks, which was £400,000 per annum and not £200,000.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Robinson, seconded by Cllr Fone, by unanimous vote, that, with
the agreed amendments received from the Chief Executive of Mendip District Council, the
Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 18 April 2006 be approved as a true record and
signed by the Chairman.
9./07 Matters Arising from the Minutes
Minute 255./06 Public Forum – Police Parking Enforcement – District Inspector Paul
Richards of the Somerset & Avon Constabulary thanked Council for affording him the
opportunity to provide a presentation at short notice regarding proposals for local community
policing with a view to improving performance at a local level in a sustainable and improved
format. A summary of the presentation is as follows:
Are we delivering? –
 New boundaries;
 Reasons for change – better communication, in-line with Council departments;
Current Inhibitors –
 Supervision, omni-competence, crime management, lack of critical mass, barriers to
sharing best practice, Sergeants – tensions of conflicting roles;
 Police require support of other groups;
 Long term solutions - Need to provide response cover, deployment based on need
however this has to be flexible; single point of contact.
Existing structure and proposed restructure to deliver change –
 Wells-based; All sergeants to be focussed and all beat officers and PCSOs to be under
one sergeant, Andy Pritchard for allocation for community policing;
 Shepton Mallet Station to remain open with a front desk with the same number of staff
allocated for Shepton Mallet. Resources would be pooled:

2

Timescale –
 June 2006 subject to consultation and approval;
 Removes uncertainty, improves morale & efficiency, tackling violent crime, underpins
crime reduction strategy, key to early performance improvements review by
community representatives.
Inspector Paul Richards confirmed that he had the support of the local MP, Mendip District
Cllrs Dick Skidmore and Stephen Robinson and that, within Somerset County Council, no-one
was against his proposals. Internally, all his staff were in support of the proposals which he
hoped would be implemented in early-summer following a period of consultation. Inspector
Paul Richards then afforded a question and answer session with members which confirmed the
following:
 Centralisation at Wells would allow pooling of resources, more control and the use of
the existing three cells which would save travelling time to Yeovil;
 The PCSOs did undertake supported duties to the main frontline officers and this would
continue to include items such as attendance at road traffic accidents which would free
up more experienced and trained officers for other mainline police work.
The Chairman thanked District Inspector Paul Richards for his presentation who then left the
meeting.
Resolve: by unanimous vote that the above matter is noted.
10./07 MCTI/Shepton 21 Update – The Clerk confirmed that the public launch of Shepton 21’s
Community Plan would take place on Wednesday, 17 May at 6.15pm at Whitstone School. The
Chairman was invited to attend and the public were also invited to attend from 7.00pm
onwards.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted.
11./07 Election of Planning Chairman and Portfolio Holders
a) Planning Chairman – Cllr Fone initially declined nomination due to his current workload,
however Cllr Inchley informed that he was willing to act as Vice-Chairman and therefore
would be willing to provide adequate support.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Manvill, by unanimous vote, that Cllr
Fone is duly elected Planning Chairman.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by unanimous vote, that Cllr
Inchley is duly elected Planning Vice-Chairman.
b) Administration Portfolio Holder
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Bartlett, seconded by Cllr Robinson, by unanimous vote, that Cllr
Shearn is duly elected Administration Portfolio Holder.
c) Collett Park Portfolio Holder
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Manvill, seconded by Cllr Bartlett, by unanimous vote, that Cllr
Robinson is duly elected Collett Park Portfolio Holder.
d) Community & Leisure Portfolio Holder
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Manvill, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by unanimous vote, that Cllr
Marsh is re-elected Community & Leisure Portfolio Holder.
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e) Footpaths Portfolio Holder
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Robinson, by unanimous vote, that Cllr
Manvill is re-elected Footpaths Portfolio Holder.
f) Properties Portfolio Holder
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by unanimous vote and with
Cllr Gilham’s prior consent to accept the post as provided by Cllr Inchley, that Cllr Gilham is
duly elected Properties Portfolio Holder.
g) Regeneration Portfolio Holder
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Shearn, by unanimous vote, that Cllr
Inchley is duly elected Regeneration Portfolio Holder.
12./07 Membership of Portfolios – Members were provided with a listing of the current
membership of each Portfolio.
a) Administration Portfolio – Cllrs: Shearn, Bartlett, Cann, Champion, Gilham, Hurrell,
Inchley, Jeremiah, Lockey, Lovell, Marsh, Robinson & Taylor.
b) Collett Park Portfolio – Cllrs: Robinson, Bartlett, Champion, Hurrell, Inchley, Jeremiah,
Lockey, Manvill, Marsh, O’Connor, Shearn & Taylor.
c) Community & Leisure Portfolio – Cllrs: Marsh, Bartlett, Champion, Hurrell, Inchley,
Jeremiah, Lockey, Lovell, Manvill, O’Connor, Robinson, Shearn & Taylor.
d) Footpaths Portfolio – Cllrs: Manvill, Bartlett, Champion, Fone, Hurrell, Jeremiah &
Marsh
e) Properties Portfolio – Cllrs: Gilham, Bartlett, Champion, Fone, Hurrell, Inchley,
Jeremiah, Lockey, Marsh, Robinson & Taylor.
f) Regeneration Portfolio – Cllrs: Inchley, Bartlett, Cann, Champion, Gilham, Hurrell,
Jeremiah, Lockey, Manvill, Marsh, O’Connor, Robinson, Shearn & Taylor.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the existing membership of the Administration, Collett
Park, Community & Leisure, Footpaths, Properties and Regeneration Portfolios, as listed
above, is reaffirmed and, should any individual councillors wish to amend their membership,
they should contact the Clerk directly.
Cllr Lockey then left the meeting, not to return.
13./07 Election of Representatives on Outside Bodies –
a)

Somerset Association of Local Councils (Administration Portfolio). – Shearn, Lovell

b) Beacon Society (Collett Park Portfolio) – Marsh (will accept correspondence but unable to
attend meetings)
c)

Citizens Advice Bureau (Community & Leisure Portfolio) – Champion

d) Shepton in Bloom (Community & Leisure Portfolio) – Manvill
e)

Mendip in Bloom (Community & Leisure Portfolio) - Manvill, O’Connor

f)

Shepton Mallet Leisure Centre (Community & Leisure Portfolio) – Bartlett, Marsh

g) Shepton Mallet Town Twinning (Community & Leisure Portfolio) – Jeremiah, Manvill
h)

Shepton Mallet Christmas Lighting Committee (Community & Leisure Portfolio) –
Champion, Gilham, O’Connor
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i)
j)

Management Committee for Shepton Mallet Young Peoples’ Centre (Community &
Leisure Portfolio) – Bartlett, Robinson
Chamber of Commerce (Regeneration Portfolio) – Champion, Inchley, Shearn

k) Strawberry Line (east) Project Group – (Footpaths Portfolio) – Manvill, Champion
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that all the above nominations are elected as Town Council
representatives to outside bodies as listed above.
l)

Whitstone Community School Association Executive/Heritage
Association Executive (Community & Leisure Portfolio)

Society/Community

Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above groups have now disbanded and are obsolete
and therefore to be removed from the list of outside bodies.
m) Tourist Information & Heritage Centre (Community & Leisure Portfolio) – Cllr Shearn did
not speak or vote, having declared a Personal & Prejudicial Interest earlier in the meeting.
There was a requirement for two Town Council members to serve as a member of the
TIC’s Council of Management, however three nominations had been submitted –Cllrs:
Bartlett, Manvill & Robinson. Members resolved to carry out a ballot.
Resolve: Undertaken by a written ballot, with members voting for any two of the three
candidates. With a vote of Cllr Bartlett 9, Cllr Robinson 7, Cllr Manvill 5, that Cllrs Bartlett &
Robinson are duly elected Town Council’s representatives on the Council of Management for
the Tourist Information & Heritage Centre.
14./07 Matters to be Noted –
a)

Council
Meeting
Schedule
2006/07

Following resolve 18/4 to continue with the Pilot, revised meetings
dates and venues now confirmed. (list attached)

b)

SALC – Items
of Interest

April 2006 issue copied to all Cllrs – Note Accounts and Audit Reg
Amendments 2006.

Nuclear Power
Station

Very large consultation documents received on the future of
radioactive waste and details of local drop in centres at Burnham on
9 May and Cannington on 4 May. All available from SMTC office.

Collett
Weekend
Event

License received from MDC for casual market / charity stalls / car
th
boot sale at the Market Place for non-commercial purposes on 9 ,
10th and 11th of June 2006

Police Contact
Details

Internal contact details including mobile and email for the Wells
Sector, for members information and non emergency use
only.(attached)

c)

d)

e)

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Jeremiah, seconded by Cllr Cann, by unanimous vote, that items a) –
e) above are noted.
15./07 Planning Applications
a)

b)

119075/000
Taylor

Mr & Mrs C Stones
28 Bishop
Crescent

Erection of conservatory
elevation (DEL)

on

east

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous
vote – Recommend Approval.

119082/000
Walker

Mr & Mrs A Green
18 Compton Road

Full

Single storey rear extension (DEL)
Full
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c)

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by unanimous
vote - Recommend Approval.

105941/045
Kimberley

Tesco Stores
Limited
Mendip Avenue

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Marsh, seconded by Cllr Inchley, with a vote of 8 For,
0 Against & 4 Abstentions - Recommend Refusal. The Town Council
would wish this to remain with retail permission. The town was growing
and they would like to see more retail competition, which was good for
all including the town.

Change of use of existing retail site to
B1, B2 or B8 use (DEL)

Full

16./07 Other Planning Matters
a)

Haskins Planning Applications – The Chairman confirmed that a meeting of the Town
Council would take place Tuesday, 9 May 2006 in the MDC Chamber at 7.00pm to
consider all three Haskins’ applications, with presentations provided by the applicant and
Les Kimberley of Mendip District Council.

b) Planning Enforcement – Wolff Stone – To note that an enforcement notice had been
appealed against to the ODPM and a public enquiry was programmed for 22 August 2006
at 10.00am in the MDC Chamber. Following questions, the Clerk confirmed that the
enforcement notice, which was due to expire in June, would now be suspended until
completion of the appeal and public enquiry.
c) Winsboroughs Convenience Store Application – The meeting was informed that the
application would now go to the MDC Planning Board which was to meet on 10 May at
6.00pm.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the three matters above are noted.
d)

Road Naming – “Richard Spencer Road” – Notice had been received from MDC that
road 6 of land at Southfield Farm had been developed by B & R Thorner Limited who
were proposing to utilise this name in memory of one of their employees. The Chairman
confirmed, as set out on the agenda, that any objection would need to be sustained in
the Magistrates Courts.

Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted. However, that the Town Council write
to B & R Thorner Limited to inform of the Council’s consideration regarding naming and
approval of roads and, with due respect to the named person concerned, to request, at the
very least, for the first name of “Richard” to be omitted.
17./07 Community Grant Applications
a)

The Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen & Families Association

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Bartlett, by unanimous vote, that the
Council decline on this occasion provision of any financial community grant at this time, and
to advise that any further grant application would require evidence that there was direct
benefit afforded to the community of Shepton Mallet.
b)

The Friends of Bath & District Samaritans

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Robinson, with a vote of 8 For & 4
Against, that a community grant of £75 is awarded and it is to be recorded that this is the
only one application from the Friends of Bath & District Samaritans that the Town Council will
consider for this curent financial year ending in April 2007.
c)
Shepton Mallet Tennis Club – Cllr Robinson proposed, seconded by Cllr Marsh, that a
community grant of £200 is awarded, however this vote was lost by a vote of 3 For, 7
Against & 2 Abstentions.
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Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Shearn, with a vote of 8 For, 3 Against
& 1 Abstention that a community grant of £75 is awarded.
d)
Wells & District Opportunity – Following the previous grant of £100 in December
2005, the organisation had enquired whether there was any further update from the Council
as to their request for an annual community grant precepted on an on-going basis. Several
members raised concern as there was no evidence of direct benefit to the community of
Shepton Mallet and, whilst there was a need for confidentiality, the Council needed to be
assured that an acceptable number of the community within Shepton Mallet received direct
benefit from the Wells & District Opportunity who were now based at Street.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Cann, seconded by Cllr Shearn, with a vote of 8 For, 1 Against & 3
Abstentions, that the request and consideration be put on hold pending further investigations
and clarity as to the numbers of the local community receiving direct benefit of the good
work carried out by Wells & District Opportunity; and that, when further details are known,
the matter receives further consideration by Council.
18./07 “Listing” of the Shepton Mallet War Memorial – Notice had been received from the
Historic Building Officer at MDC that the War Memorial is now Listed Grade II by English
Heritage. The summary of importance reads “This relatively simple First War Memorial forms a
simple memorial and has strong local ties with the town of Shepton Mallet”.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted.
19./07 Water Leak – Whitstone Road Allotments – A report had been received on 24 April
that a leak had transpired somewhere under the new driveway of the Whitstone Road
allotment site, with the exact location unknown. The service had been isolated and awaited
confirmation from Bristol Water. The Clerk informed the meeting that, previous to the
driveway resurfacing, work had been carried out several years earlier on previous
improvements to the allotment site when it was noticed that the water main, in plastic piping,
was only some 2-3” under the driveway surface. As is normal policy, the water gets switched
off from end of October until April each year to save the water troughs freezing over and
leaking water. The driveway was completed back in February/March. The water main was
switched on some three weeks’ ago and the leakage has just been noticed. Members
considered that the leak had to be rectified, the supply was via a water meter and there may
well be a requirement to lay a new main at a satisfactory depth.
Cllr Robinson also requested that allotment holders be informed and requested not to tip
rubbish from their site over the boundary fence on to the adjoining Millenium Way/disused
railway track.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted and that the matter regarding the
water leak is rectified as soon as practical. Executive decision is to be afforded to the
Chairman of the Council and the Properties Portfolio Holder, in consultation with the Clerk, to
rectify the matter.
20./07 Collett Festival Update – Cllr Shearn confirmed that, although he was not now Portfolio
Holder, he would see his section of the Collett Festival this year through to completion, and
that he would arrange a meeting with the Portfolio members as soon as possible to discuss
urgent matters.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted.
21./07 ICT Pilot – The Clerk confirmed that the pilot scheme had been operating since January
and was now due to review. The summary of the pilot was that members received ecommerce files/emails and notification of availability of documents on the website to all
documents where possible, with the exception of agendas to which hard copies were always
provided. This was with the exception of two members who did not have email facility. Cllrs
Jeremiah and Inchley, both part of the ICT pilot group, confirmed their support and
considered that it should be rolled out to the remainder of the Council with a view to
minimising paper, printing and postage costs. The Clerk also confirmed that hard copies were
available on request from the office. Several members raised concern as to the junk e-mail
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that they were receiving, especially from one mortgage company, via their individual website
e-mail addresses.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the current ICT procedures whereby councillors receive,
wherever possible, documents by e-commerce, either e-mail or via the website, with the
exception of agendas which are to be provided in hard copy format to all members of the
Council, be adopted by all councillors with the exception of Cllrs Bartlett, Lockey, Marsh and
Shearn who would wish to receive hard copy documents; and that the matter be reviewed in
three months. The Clerk is also to liaise with the website host, Market Towns, with a view to
filtering or reducing the amount of junk e-mail that had been received by members.
22./07 – Register of Members’ Attendance for Year 2005/06 – Members were provided
with a bar graph and data table relating to members’ attendance to Council, its Committees
and Portfolio meetings in the municipal year, as attached to these Minutes.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted.
23./07 – Financial Budget 2006/07 – The current budget and spend as of 1 May 2006 had
been provided with the agenda to all councillors (copy attached to these Minutes).
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted.
24./07 – Internal Audit – Members were informed that a second visit had been completed by
the Internal Auditor, Mr Brian White, on 24 April 2006, a report of which had been provided
with the agenda (copy attached to these Minutes), with no matters arising. With the Clerk’s
recommendation that, when the new audit regime is advised by the Audit Commission, the
internal audit regime is reviewed in-line with any new policy and procedures.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted.
25./07 – Finance Accounts, Balance Sheet and the Annual Return for the Year Ending
31 March 2006 – Council was requested to consider approval of the accounts and the Annual
Return following which all documents are to be submitted to the external auditor, Moore
Stephens of Bath.
Members had been previously provided with copies of the Annual Return, which included
Section 1 “The Statement of Accounts” completed and signed by the Responsible Financial
Officer. Section 2 “Statement of Assurance” - members considered in turn each of the 8
questions which were all recorded with in the affirmative. Finally members considered Section
4 “Annual Internal Audit Report”, as completed by the Independent Internal Auditor Mr Brian
White.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Cann, by unanimous vote, that the
Annual Return for year ending 31 March 2006, Section 1 Statement of Accounts, Section 2
Statement of Assurances and Section 4 the Annual Internal Audit Report are noted and
approved and were duly signed by the Chairman and the Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer
and to be submitted with all other supporting documentation to the External Auditor. Also that
thanks is to be recorded to the Clerk for completion of a substantial workload to ensure that
the accounts were prepared and submitted for Council’s consideration within the short
timescale following the financial year end.
26./07 Finance – The Clerk requested inclusion of two late payments – Cheque no. 2108
payable to Mr B White for his internal audit to the sum of £50; and Cheque no. 2109 payable
to Capita Business Services for photocopying charges in April 2006 to the sum of £17.91.
a) Accounts for Payment by Cheque
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by unanimous vote, that
payments made by Cheque for May 2006 as per Appendix “A” attached to these Minutes, be
approved.
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b) Accounts previously paid by Direct Debit
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by unanimous vote that
payments made by Direct Debit for May 2006 as per Appendix “A” as attached to these
Minutes be approved.
c) Confidential Salaries for Payment by Cheque
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by unanimous vote that the
Confidential Salary Payments for May 2006 as per Appendix “A” (Confidential Section)
attached to these Minutes be approved.
d) Income
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by unanimous vote that
Income received for May 2006 as per Appendix “A” attached to these Minutes is noted.
27./07 Agenda Matters for the Next Meeting
The next meeting is to be held on 16 May 2006 at 7.00pm in the Mendip District Council
Committee Room. However, a meeting of the Council would take place to consider the
Haskins’ planning applications and this would be held on Tuesday, 9 May 2006 at 7.00pm in
the MDC Chamber. Cllr Fone tabled his apologies for this meeting.
The Chairman thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 9.05pm.

Councillor R.R. Champion
Chairman

Signature_____________
_____/_____/_2006
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Cheque
No
2100
2101
2102
2103
2104
2105
2106
2107
2108
2109

A P P E N D I X

“ A ”

Code

Goods Supplied

Payee
Cheque Cancelled
Sue Donohoe
Mid Somerset Agricultural Soc
Mendip Community Transport
Citizens Advice Bureau
Tourist Information & Heritage
SM County Infants School
Quadron Services Limited
Mr B White
Capita Business Services

Payments by Direct Debit
30/3/06
Quadron Services Limited
31.3.06
Cleanaway Limited
3/4/06
Market Towns
4/4/06
Somerset CC Pensions

Total
Payment
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£

9.00
250.00
721.00
3,296.00
1,133.00
651.00
78.67
50.00
17.91
6,206.58

Collett Park Ground Care Contract -Feb

£

2,450.22

Collett Park - Waste Disposal
Monthly hosting of website

£
£

31.91
70.50

Pension Scheme - Monthly Contribution
Sub Total

£
£

350.69
2,903.32

Total =

£

9,109.90

Total

£
£
£

1,213.70
413.44
1,627.14

Total Expenditure =

£

10,737.04

4200
6650
6680
6670
6660
6900
6030
5040
5300

Credit as paid twice for the same allotment
Community Grant - Display Boards.
Grant - Annual Precept
Grant - Annual Precept
Grant - Annual Precept
Section 137 - Partnership School X patrol
Bird Food
Internal Audit
Photocopying charges - April 06

6000/6005
6020
5315
5010

CONFIDENTIAL PAYMENTS
2098
2099

Date
6-Apr
10-Mar

Graham H Brown
Jeanette Lintern

Income

27-Mar
28-Mar
12-Apr

Haskins & Sons
Bank Interest
HM Customs VAT
Allotment Rent
MDC

19-Apr
19-Apr

MDC
SCC - Cllr S Robinson

5000
5000

Code

4400
4400

Town Clerk - May Salary 2006
Admin Assistant - May Salary 2006

Total
Deposit

Category of Income
Partnership Funding - Station Road
Embank
Business Account - March 06
VAT reclaim Jan/Feb 06
Various
50% Precept 06/07
Further Grant - Guy Braga - Footpath
Project
Grant support - general

Total Income =

Councillor R.R. Champion
Chairman

Signature________________

Councillor M. Lovell
Vice Chairman

Signature________________

£
£
£
£
£

250.00
122.56
931.38
27.00
62,069.00

£
£
£

500.00
1,788.00
65,687.94

Date_____________

Date_____________
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Shepton Mallet Town Council held on 9 May 2006,
in the MDC Chamber, Cannards Grave Road, Shepton Mallet.
Present: Chairman - Councillor R.R. Champion
Cllrs: Mrs J.D. Bartlett, Mr C.C. Inchley, Mr N. Jeremiah, Mr C.F. Lockey, Mr M. Lovell , Mrs L.A.
Manvill, Mrs J.M. Marsh, Mr T.S. O’Connor, Mrs M.R. Robinson and Mr N. F. Shearn.
Six members of the Haskins’ development team, which included people from Angus Meek
Partnership and Dean & Dyball, the development contractor; Mr Les Kimberley, Senior Planning
Officer of MDC; eight members of the public and two members of the press were in attendance.
The Chairman opened the meeting, welcoming members and the general public. A brief was
provided on Health & Safety requirements including emergency evacuation and assembly point
procedures. A further brief was provided as to the use of the Induction Loop facility for users of
hearing aids, use of the microphones was emphasised and informed that the meeting would be
audio-taped for internal use only.
28./07 Public Forum
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting be adjourned for the matter to be transacted.
Three members of the public raised matters regarding the Haskins’ development proposals
and these were all responded to directly by the various members of the Haskins’ Development
Team.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Bartlett, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting now be brought back into session.
29./07 Apologies for absence – Cllrs Fone (work), Hurrell (health) and District Cllr Paul Treby.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above Apologies are accepted.
30./07 Members Declarations of Interests – None were declared.
31./07 Planning Applications – Presented by the applicant’s Development Team.
a)

b)

c)

076296/023
Kimberley

J.H. Haskins &
Son Ltd.,
Land at 56-64
High Street

Demolition of existing building and
redevelopment of approximately 2.3
hectares

076296/024
Kimberley

J.H. Haskins &
Son Ltd.,
70 High Street,
rear of 40 High
Street & 17
Commercial Road

Demolition
of 70 High
Street,
demolition of part of rear walls to No.
48 High Street & No. 17 Commercial
Road

076296/025
Kimberley

J.H. Haskins &
Son Ltd.,
Nos. 56-64
(evens) High
Street/Townsend

Alterations to buildings (DEL)

Full

Conserv
-ation
Area

LBC –
alter/
extend

The Haskins’ Development Team then provided a detailed presentation to the Council of some
45 minutes’ duration, following this the Chairman requested Council to consider adjournement
of Standing Orders to allow members of the public to raise further matters or questions, if
needed, directly to the Haskins’ Development Team.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, that Standing Orders be
suspended for the members of the public to put questions directly to the Haskins’
Development Team.
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Three members of the public raised various questions, which included traffic arrangements,
delivery arrangements, car parking arrangements, proposed retail and commercial uses. All of
these matters received a reply directly from the various members of the Haskins’
Development Team.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Shearn, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting now be bought back into closed session.
All councillors then asked direct questions over a further 45 minute period during which they
were responded to directly by the various members of the Haskins’ Development Team,
following which Cllr Jeremiah, Marsh, Robinson and Shearn then left the meeting at 8.55pm.
One member considered that the Council should formally welcome the proposals; welcome the
proposed investment into the town and welcome the additional retail facility, although concern
should be raised as to the car parking arrangement, however it should be considered overall
that the development would assist with the regeneration of the town.
Mr Les Kimberley then provided a short summary on policy and considered that it was very
useful for him to come to the Town Council and get the Town Councillors’ views directly which
would assist him in further consideration of the application at the District level. He confirmed
that he was working with both Haskins and Tescos to ensure liaison work was carried out
between both parties to get the best possible linkage and landscape between these two major
developments and the existing town centre. He also confirmed that Commercial Road car park
already had, within the Local Plan, proposed SM3 Mixed Retail Use. The Chairman then
proposed that all three applications should be dealt with together en bloc, and this was
unanimously agreed by all members.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Bartlett, by unanimous vote, that all
three applications appertaining to the J.H. Haskins & Sons Limited development be
recommended for approval, and that the Town Council formally welcome the proposals, the
investment within the town and the additional retail facility. However, the Town Council
request that Mendip District Council and Somerset County Council should take a very close
look at two main issues raised from this consideration relating to both the increase in traffic
and car parking issues within the town.
32./07 MDC Decisions Not in Accord with Town Council
A10898/001 Brittania Building Society, 32 High Street – Erection of new signage.
SMTC recommended approval 21/3, MDC Refused
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted.
The Chairman thanked the Haskins Development Team for their presentation and Mr Les
Kimberley for his attendance, along with councillors’ for their attendance, and the meeting closed
at 9.05pm.

Councillor R.R. Champion
Chairman

Signature_____________
_____/_____/_2006
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Shepton Mallet Town Council held on 16 May
2006, in the MDC Committee Room, Cannards Grave Road, Shepton Mallet.
Present: Chairman - Councillor Mr R.R. Champion
Cllrs: Mrs J.D. Bartlett, Mr C.C. Inchley, Mr N. Jeremiah, Mr C.F. Lockey, Mr M. Lovell , Mrs L.A.
Manvill, Mr T.S. O’Connor, Mrs M.R. Robinson, Mr N. F. Shearn and Mr A. Taylor
Mr Paul Tomlinson, MDC Conservation Project Officer; Mr Les Kimberley, MDC Principal Planning
Officer; eight members of the public and one member of the press were in attendance. The
Chairman opened the meeting, welcoming members and the general public. A brief was provided
on Health & Safety requirements including emergency evacuation and assembly point procedures.
The Chairman informed that the meeting would not be audio-taped due to facilities within the
room.
33./07 Heritage, Economic & Regeneration Scheme (HERS) and Market Cross Proposals
– Presentation by Mr Paul Tomlinson, MDC Conservation Project Officer
HERS - Mr Paul Tomlinson provided members with a 20-minute presentation with an update
to the on-going HERS scheme which had a fund of £355,000 to spend over three years, all of
which had to be spent by March 2009. Matters were progressing well although there had been
a lull prior to his appointment to the post some six months’ ago. Mr Tomlinson also provided
members with an update to a future THI bid which had been submitted in May and which he
hoped would receive a positive response this time.
Market Cross – Mr Paul Tomlinson provided a 15-minute presentation on the Market Cross
th
which was classed a Grade II Listed Building (Ancient Monument) dating from 14 century.
Any work would require the consent of English Heritage. The structure was not insured
although there was public liability cover. There was a requirement to resolve ownership and
the list of outstanding work, both to bring it back into good repair and also to ensure its ongoing maintenance. He confirmed that English Heritage had visited the site and now he had
achieved a detailed report of work which required replacement of lead-work, removal of
graffiti, possible timber repair and there was also a need to sort out the drainage and the
pinnacles needed replacing, if they could be found. The current policy was not to reconstruct
and not to clean the structure. He considered the way forward in four main areas was: Apply for Ancient Monument consent to English Heritage, with which he would assist and
progress;
 Apply for a range of grants to possibly fund the project;
 There was a definite need to resolve ownership. He considered that the Market Cross
Charity had insufficient resources and, seeing that the Town Council used the structure as
its main logo on all its printed documents and promotion of the town, perhaps the Town
Council should consider, in the future, undertaking ownership;
 Maintenance plans should be worked up and produced to ensure on-going maintenance and
repair of the structure.
The Chairman thanked Paul Tomlinson for his very informative presentation, which was
applauded by all members at the meeting. Unfortunately Mr Tomlinson had a further
engagement and had to leave the meeting due to a further presentation at the MDC Area
Board. However, any further questions could be progressed through the Clerk.
34./07 Application No. 118085/004 Spenhill Developments – Land to the south of
Townsend (Tesco) – Amended/Full Application
The Chairman proposed, which was agreed by all members at the meeting, that this matter
be bought forward on the Agenda as Les Kimberley would provide a summary of the
application. Mr Les Kimberley then provided Council with a presentation as to the
amendments between the previously approved application and this amended application. The
main amendments were:-
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 Reconfiguration of the non-food retail units to provide standard unit sizes and an improved
service yard layout;
 The stopping of traffic to the very front of the store, creation of a feature promenade along
the façade of the Tesco store and retail units;
 A smaller detached restaurant building;
 Proposed use of the existing buildings backing onto West Shepton which would be used as
offices;
 Car park alterations to reduce the number of arms on the internal site roundabout;
 Reduction of risk to trees on Townsend side of the site;
 Amended details to the highway which now leaves Townsend on its existing alignment and
allows for relocation of the centre of the roundabout but makes the widening of Townsend
footpaths dependent on the Haskins scheme. Drawings were provided for ideas should the
War Memorial structure be relocated, however the plan could still proceed should the
structure remain in its current location. Samples of proposed finishes to the stonework of
the building and paved pedestrian areas were also provided.
There being no further questions, the Chairman thanked Mr Les Kimberley for his summary of
the amendments and informed the meeting that the matter would now be considered and
resolved at the appropriate place on the agenda.
35./07 Public Forum
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Shearn, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting be adjourned for the matter to be transacted.
Six members of the public spoke regarding Planning Application to No. 2 Bowlish Lane;
demolition of buildings within the Tesco application; concerns as to traffic congestion arising
from the Tesco and Haskins development and removal of bollards from the walkway around
the swimming pool behind Eastfield/Shaftgate Avenue.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting now be brought back into session.
36./07 Apologies for absence – Cllrs Fone (work), Hurrell (health) and Marsh (family)
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above Apologies are accepted and recorded.
37./07 Members Declarations of Interests
a)

Application 118058/001 – Cllr Bartlett declared a Personal & Prejudicial Interest in the
matter as she was a neighbour. Cllr Inchley also declared a Personal & Prejudicial
Interest as he was known to the applicant.

b)

Application – Somerset County Council – Cllr Inchley declared a Personal &
Prejudicial Interest in the matter as he was a Governor at Whitstone School, however the
Clerk confirmed that there was no requirement as the application had been withdrawn
from the agenda.

c)

Application 100551/007 – Land adjacent Talpa House – Cllr Lovell declared a
Personal & Prejudicial Interest in the matter as he was a near neighbour.

d)

Shepton Mallet Infants School – School Crossing Patrol – Cllr Inchley declared a
Personal & Non-Prejudicial Interest in the matter due to his residence within the same
road.

e)

Mural to the Shelter within Collett Park – Cllr Lockey declared a Personal &
Prejudicial Interest in the matter as one of his relatives had contacts with the group; and
also all members collectively made a declaration as to a Personal and Prejudicial Interest
in matters relating to Collett Park as each member of the Town Council is a Trustee but
that dispensation has been afforded in the matter from the Standards Committee in July
2003 for the life of the current Council (until April 2007).
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f)

Application 116041/001 Land at Yeomanry Way/Allyn Saxon Drive – All members
of the Council declared a Personal & Non-Prejudicial Interest in the matter due to the
Town Council’s Whitstone Road allotments which adjoined the site.

g)

Application 118832/001 33 Compton Road – Cllr Jeremiah declared a Personal &
Prejudicial Interest in the matter as he was a resident within the road.

Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above declarations are noted and duly recorded.
38./07 Mural to Collett Park Shelter – The Chairman proposed and, with the approval of all at
the meeting, the matter was brought forward on the agenda in order that Alex Wilson and one
other member of staff from Shepton Mallet Young Peoples’ Centre could provide a
presentation. Alex Wilson then provided an update to progress with the project and also
presented the final design of the mural as required for Council’s approval. Members were all
provided with a copy of the design and a colour copy was provided and explained to all
members at the meeting.
Following the presentation several members raised concern that, although they considered it
was a very good idea, they considered that a Victorian shelter within the park was an
incorrect setting for the mural. Several members considered that Council had already resolved
to support the project and that the only matter to be considered is the finalisation and
approval of the design. Cllr Lockey confirmed that a previous project several years’ ago, which
consisted of quite a radical design, lasted some three years without being damaged or
defaced. Members considered that they should support the matter and that, if after a couple
of years it needed a new design and re-paint, then Alex Wilson confirmed that she would be
happy to pick this up as another project. Once approved the painting was due to take place on
20 May 2006.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Robinson, with a vote of 7 For, 2
Against & 2 Abstentions that the Town Council approve the design for Shepton Mallet Young
Peoples Centre to paint the said mural/graffiti art on to the rear and side walls of the shelter
within Collett Park; and that work be fully completed prior to Collett Festival on 10 June 2006.
39./07 Chairman’s Announcements – There were none.
40./07 Minutes
The Minutes of the Town Council Annual General Meeting held on the 2 May 2006 were
considered for accuracy and content.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Robinson, by unanimous vote, that the
Minutes of the Town Council Annual General Meeting held on 2 May 2006 be approved as a
true record and signed by the Chairman.
The Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 9 May 2006 were considered for accuracy
and content.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Shearn, by unanimous vote, that the
Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 9 May 2006 be approved as a true record and
signed by the Chairman.
41./07 Matters Arising from the Minutes
a)

Minute 9./07 Policing Project – Following the presentation from the Police as to
their new structure they now required a Working Group to be set up to monitor the
project and requested one member from the Town Council, to which the Clerk
confirmed that Cllr Robinson had already volunteered.

b)

Minute 19./07 Water Leak – Whitstone Road Allotments – The Clerk confirmed
that the water leak at Whitstone Road had been rectified with the help of Quadron
Services to dig the hole, and Hodges & Son, Builders, to repair the leak which had
been some 18” under the ground and was due to a metal pipe which had corroded.
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Therefore there was no liability on any third party, although there were concerns to
monitor for any future leaks due to the poor condition of the underground metal pipe.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that all the above matters are noted.
42./07 Matters to be Noted by Council
a)

Household
Waste
Recycling
Centres

SCC inform intent to install CCTV and Automatic Number Plate Recognition
to these facilities across Somerset within next two months.

b)

Rights of
Way

Draft Improvement Plan – May 2006. Available online plus consultation
leaflet available from SMTC office. Comments if required by Friday 28 July
2006. District based workshop Tuesday 19 September 2006 7-9pm.

c)

SM Infants
School

Letter of thanks for continued support and further information to their
School Cross patrol.

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Jeremiah, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by unanimous vote, that all
the above matters are noted.
43./07 Planning Applications- In Cllr Fone’s absence Cllr Inchley presented the review of
planning applications.
a)

118085/004
Kimberley

Spenhill
Developments
Land to the
south of
Townsend
(Tesco)

Class A1 Retailing (food store and non
retail
units),
Class
A3/A4/A5
restaurant/pub,
class
A2/B1
office/workshop,
car
parking,
landscaping, highway alterations and
associated works

Amended
/ Full

Cllr Inchley wished to record a thanks to Mr Les Kimberley for his
summary of the application earlier in the meeting.

b)

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by unanimous vote
– Recommend Approval.

118058/001
Mrs K Taylor

Mr & Mrs J
Vaiciukas,
2 Bowlish
Lane

Creation of decking area (DEL)
Full

Cllrs Bartlett & Inchley, having declared an Interest earlier in the
meeting, then left the room.
Resolve:

One member considered that this was an imaginative proposal, however
the applicants should consider something such as a rockery etc in lieu of
the wooden decking structure.
Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Shearn, with a vote of 5
For, 1 Against & 2 Abstentions – Recommend Refusal.
Cllrs Bartlett & Inchley then rejoined the meeting.

c)

d)

104239/006
Dahm

K L Couldrey,
78 Cowl
Street

Change of use from annexe to holiday let
(DEL)

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Champion, by unanimous
vote - Recommend Approval.

104239/007
Arnold

K L Couldrey,
78 Cowl
Street

Install new cast iron downpipe & replace
stone mullion window (DEL)

Change
of Use

LBCalter/
extend
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e)

f)

g)

h)

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Taylor, by unanimous vote –
Recommend Approval.

119112/000
Mrs K Taylor

Mr S Jacobs,
43 Whitstone
Rise

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by unanimous vote
– Recommend Approval.

119084/000
Mrs K Taylor

Mr & Mrs M
Baker,
1 Cornwall
Road

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by unanimous vote
– Recommend Approval.

109769/001
Langford

Ms F Burrett,
30 Hyatt
Place

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Jeremiah, seconded by Cllr Manvill, by unanimous vote
- Recommend Approval.

100551/007
Baker

Brinott
Limited,
Land adjacent
Talpa House,
Princes Road

Demolition of existing garage & erection
of two storey side extension & first floor
extension over existing ground floor
(DEL)

Full

Two storey rear extension (DEL)
Full

Erection of conservatory to rear (DEL)

Erection of detached dwelling (amended
scheme 100551/005) (DEL)

Full

Full

Cllr Lovell, having declared an Interest earlier, then left the meeting.
Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by unanimous
vote – Recommend Refusal. As in all previous applications the Town
Council has strong objections – it is out of character, not in-keeping and
will detract from the street scene.
Cllr Lovell then rejoined the meeting.

i)

j)

113937/002
Mrs K Taylor

The Wessex
Reserve
Forces &
Cadets
Association,
Drill Hall,
Charlton Rd

Replacement
(DEL)

of

windows

and

doors
Full

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Lockey, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by unanimous vote
– Recommend Approval.

116041/001
Dahm

Reina
Construction,
Land at
Yeomanry
Way/Allyn
Saxon Drive

Erection of 1 pair of semi-detached
dwellings
&
1
detached
dwelling
(BOARD)

Reserved
Matters

All members of the Town Council had previously declared a Personal &
Non-Prejudicial Interest.
Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Bartlett, by unanimous
vote – Recommend Approval.
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k)

l)

067146/002
Foster

Bridgeman
Ltd.,
The Plastics
Factory,
Commercial
Road

Conversion & extension of existing
building to form 2 no. houses & 2 no.
flats and retain existing retail unit (DEL)

Full

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Champion, by unanimous
vote – Recommend Approval. It should be noted that this building has
not been used as a retail site or for industrial use for numerous years
and the Town Council fully support non-industrial use as proposed.

118832/001
Walker

Mr & Mrs G
Hodges,
33 Compton
Road

Erection of single storey rear & two
storey side extension (DEL)

Full

Cllr Jeremiah, having declared an Interest earlier, then left the room.
Cllr Lockey also left the meeting at 8.40pm, not to return.
Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Champion, by unanimous
vote – Recommend Approval.
Cllr Jeremiah then rejoined the meeting.

44./07 Other Planning Matters
a) 118250/001 21 Churchill Road – Extensions to rear and side - SMTC recommended
refusal (overdevelopment), MDC granted.
b) 101314/004 21 Draycott Road – Erection of Dwelling – SMTC recommended refusal
(unsafe access), MDC granted.
c) 049286/008 Bristol & West, 32 High Street – Replacement fascia sign &
projecting sign – SMTC recommended approval, MDC refused.
d) Street Naming & Numbering – Land to the south of Field Farm
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that all the above matters are noted.
45./07 Community Grant – Girl Guiding Somerset – Community & Leisure Portfolio
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Shearn, with a vote of 9 For, 0 Against
& 1 Abstention that a community grant of £50 is awarded as revenue support to send a South
West delegation to Japan in the summer of 2006.
46./07 Community Grant – Dorset & Somerset Air Ambulance – Community & Leisure
Portfolio – Cllr Bartlett proposed, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, that a community grant of
£700 is granted, however this vote was lost.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Lovell, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, with a vote of 6 For & 4 Against,
that a community grant of £200 is awarded to Dorset & Somerset Air Ambulance.
47./07 – Town Council Offices Lease – Properties Portfolio – The Clerk confirmed that
MDC had provided draft documents for approval with proposals to extend the current lease,
which was due to expire in February 2007, for a further four-year term with terms and
conditions as existing, fully inclusive of all services, for the same designated areas and with
the use of meeting rooms four times per month. The rent to be as existing, which would be
fixed for the four-year term, of £6,000 per annum paid by four quarterly advance payments of
£1,500.
The Clerk recommended that, as the document was identical to the current lease, there was
no requirement to take further legal advice although he wished one amendment, given the
new access arrangements, in that the Council should ask for access to their offices 24/7 in lieu
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of the existing stipulations which required access at only certain times, and at other times
with 24 hours’ notice.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Jeremiah, seconded by Cllr Bartlett, by unanimous vote, that the
Town Council agree to an extension of the lease between Mendip District Council and the
Town Council for Council offices and all other facilities, exactly as the existing lease, for the
further period of four years from February 2007 at a fixed rent, totally inclusive of all services
including rates, for the sum of £6,000 per annum with the only amendment that, now that
access and intruder alarm arrangements are in place, access to the offices is required 24/7
and independent of any liaison with Mendip District Council. Following these amendments and
agreement, the Lease is to be signed and returned to the District Council.
48./07 – Collett Festival 2006 Update – Collett Park Portfolio – Cllr Shearn provided a
short update and confirmed that the Fire Brigade, including the Clerk, would work with Cllr
O’Connor to arrange the road closure and the mustering of all parties for the marching
procession from the Market Place up to Collett Park ready to open the event. The Clerk also
confirmed that any updating information needs to be sent to John Kyte Collett in Australia by,
at the latest, tomorrow’s post to enable him to receive it prior to him leaving Australia on 28
May. Cllr Shearn also updated members that the bedding improvements to Park Road
entrance had now been completed by Mr Jason Nosworthy who had completed all the work
free-of-charge, and who had done an excellent job with the only cost to Council being the cost
of the plants. Cllr Shearn considered that Jason should be invited to the next Collett Park
Portfolio meeting to be congratulated for his work.
The Festival organiser, Cllr Shearn, then arranged a meeting with all members to discuss final
proposals and this would be held on Monday, 22 May at 10.15am in the Town Council offices.
The Clerk was also to send an email with this information to all members as a reminder.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted.
49./07 – Town’s Bunting – Collett Park Portfolio – The Clerk provided members with prices
obtained for new bunting which was in dire need of replacement, and provided various options
from plastic bunting at 33p per metre through to flag-fabric bunting at approximately £1 per
metre.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by unanimous vote, that an
order is placed with Flying Colours for the provision of 500 metres of flag-material red, white
and blue pennant bunting at a cost of £412.50 plus delivery of £12.50, plus VAT.
50./07 – Collett Park Signs – Collett Park Portfolio – The Clerk provided members with
confidential papers resulting from three quotations obtained regarding provision of four no.
sets of signs to be placed within Collett Park and also for the supply of two stainless steel
plaques for the stone pillars to the new ceremonial gates.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by unanimous vote, that the
quotation received from H.W. Signs is accepted for a total price, which was further reduced,
for the sum of £1,316 + VAT for 4 sets of signs and two stainless steel plaques for the stone
pillars to the new ceremonial gates. Also that the quotation from Quadron Services to
straighten and repaint the existing posts to allow fitting of the new signs for the sum of £115
is also approved. The work to be put in hand for completion prior to Collett Festival.
51./07 – Town Council Annual Report 2006 - Administration Portfolio – A draft copy of
the Annual Report, the content of which is taken from the Annual Town Meeting and also the
draft Financial Accounts for the same period, was provided to all members prior to the
meeting with a request from the Clerk for approval. This would then allow publication in June
as required for Quality Council Status.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous vote, that the
Town Council Annual Report for 2006, as attached to these Minutes, is approved and
published.
52./07 – Local Authority Byelaws - Administration Portfolio – Cllr Shearn had reviewed the
discussion paper received from the ODPM relating to England which would then feed into a
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further White Paper to be published in the middle of the year on the future of Local
Government. The Portfolio Holder requested Council to consider writing to the District Council
enquiring as to their strategy and plans to take on enforcement in-line with one of their
current priorities being cleaner, safer streets. A full review of their follow-up strategy and their
current priorities should be considered which would include education by a variety of means,
including enforcement.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by unanimous vote, that the
Town Council write to Mendip District Council with enquiries as stipulated above.
53./07 - Risk Assessments - Administration Portfolio
The Chairman reported that, following a review of the office workload and current risk
assessments by the Chairman, the Administration Portfolio Holder and the Clerk, the current
risk assessments had been reviewed and now postponed to enable consideration by each
individual Portfolio and then by full Council in July 2006. This would allow the current high
workload in the office, which occurred on an annual basis from February through to June each
year, to reduce and that risk assessments would be reviewed in July and thereafter on an ongoing annual basis in July of each year.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted and that the Town Council review risk
assessments in July 2006, and thereafter in July of each year on an annual and on-going
basis.
54./07 Agenda Matters for the Next Meeting
The next meeting is to be held on 6 June 2006 at 7.00pm in the Mendip District Council
Chamber.
The Chairman thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 9.15pm.

Councillor Mr R.R. Champion
Chairman

Signature_____________
_____/_____/_2006
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Shepton Mallet Town Council held on 6 June
2006, in the MDC Chamber, Cannards Grave Road, Shepton Mallet.
Present: Chairman - Councillor R.R. Champion
Cllrs: Mrs J.D. Bartlett, Mr T. Fone, Mr J. Gilham, Mr C.C. Inchley, Mr C.F. Lockey, Mr M. Lovell,
Mrs J.M. Marsh, Mr T.S. O’Connor, Mrs M.R. Robinson and Mr N. F. Shearn.
Six members of the public and one member of the press were in attendance, plus Miss Alison
Barkshire, Service Development Director of Mendip Primary Care Trust. The Chairman opened
the meeting, welcoming members and the general public. A brief was provided on Health & Safety
requirements including emergency evacuation and assembly point procedures. A further brief was
provided as to the use of the Induction Loop facility for users of hearing aids, use of the
microphones was emphasised and informed that the meeting would be audio-taped for internal
use only.
55./06 Public Forum
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting be adjourned for the matter to be transacted.
Notes of the points raised were taken for internal use only.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting now be brought back into session.
56./06 Maternity Care Review/Plans – Presentation by Miss Alison Barkshire, Service
Development Director of Mendip Primary Care Trust
Miss Alison Barkshire provided a 30-minute presentation which updated members with the
current service, with 56% of maternity deliveries being undertaken by West Wiltshire PCT, of
which 28% were at Frome and 17% were at Shepton. She also reviewed the current position,
both in West and East Mendip with West Wiltshire PCT undertaking a total of 5,000 maternity
deliveries in one year, approximately 700 of which were delivered for communities within
Mendip, and that the West Wiltshire current service relating to Shepton Mallet was a
midwivery-led domino service from St Peter’s. Currently Mendip PCT were to review maternity
services due to West Wiltshire PCT informing that, by or before 2008, they would not wish to
continue to be a service provider and therefore there was an opportunity to explore the
service model that Mendip wants now and for the future.
There were significant drivers for change and currently West Wiltshire Maternity costs were
significantly higher than the national average. Bed occupancies at Frome were running in the
region of 40% and in Shepton Mallet between 40-50%, whereas key acute centres looked to
achieve around 90%. There were also statistics which showed that there would be a steady
decrease in births up until the year 2015. The review process would include locally-based
focus groups, one of which would be within Shepton Mallet. They hoped that these groups
would identify what people would like from the service, and why, and there would be a
stakeholders meeting to identify ways of providing the service model which would be held in
July 2006. The proposal would then be to put the service out to tender and hopefully achieve
some response by November 2006.
Miss Alison Barkshire then entered a question and answer session with members. At the
conclusion the Chairman thanked Alison Barkshire for her presentation which assisted
members in gleaning further information, although he was unsure whether all members were
in agreement with Mendip PCT’s proposals.
57./06 Apologies for absence – Cllrs Cann (work), Hurrell (health), Jeremiah (family), Manvill
(health) and Taylor (work).
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above Apologies are accepted and duly recorded.
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58./06 Members Declarations of Interests
a)

Mendip Primary Care Trust Presentation – Cllr Marsh declared a Personal & NonPrejudicial Interest in the matter due to working with Mendip PCT.

b)

Mental Health Services Consultation – Cllr Marsh declared a Personal & Prejudicial
Interest in the matter as she was an employee of Somerset Partnership.

c)

Planning Application 112769/002 & /003 - Bowlish Villa, Ham Lane – Cllr Bartlett
declared a Personal & Non-Prejudicial Interest in the matter as she was a neighbour.

d)

Planning Application 119129/000 - 42 Shaftgate Avenue – Cllr Champion declared
a Personal & Non-Prejudicial Interest in the matter as he lived in the same avenue.

e)

Planning Application 113705/001 PG29 – 5 Princes Road – Cllr Lovell declared a
Personal & Prejudicial Interest in the matter as he was a near neighbour and would leave
the meeting at the appropriate point.

f)

Planning Application 021760/008 – Land at Cowl Street – Cllr Lockey declared a
Personal & Prejudicial Interest in the matter as the applicant was known to relatives and
would leave the meeting at the appropriate point.

g)

Finance – Cllr Shearn declared a Personal & Prejudicial Interest in the matter due to his
repayment for goods and travelling costs incurred, as shown on the proposed Payment
List.

Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above declarations are noted and duly recorded.
59./06 Chairman’s Announcements
The Chairman informed that he had a very enjoyable and interesting visit to the Investiture of
the Chairman of Street Parish Council on 24 May, and that, last Friday, he visited Her
Majesty’s Prison where a play was presented by the inmates which he also found very
enjoyable and which was confirmed by Cllr Lovell who also attended. The Chairman reported
that the Chairman’s Diary in last week’s Journal stated that he had visited both London and
Redruth and he wished to clarify that this was not on behalf of the Town Council.
60./06 Minutes
The Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 16 May 2006 were considered for
accuracy and content.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by unanimous vote, that the
Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 16 May 2006 be approved as a true record and
signed by the Chairman.
61./06 Matters Arising from the Minutes
a)

Minute 47./07 Town Council Office Lease – It was confirmed that the new Lease
had now been sealed by the Town Council and returned to, and held by, Mendip
District Council for completion as of 2 February 2007. The lease would expire on 1
February 2011 and the quarterly Standing Order of £1,500 is extended in-line with the
new lease arrangements.
Resolve; by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted.

b)

Minute 52./07 Local Authority Byelaws – A response letter had been received from
Charles Uzzell, MDC Business Manager, Planning and Enforcement which confirmed
that, as part of MDC’s “safer, cleaner streets” objectives they were in the process of
reviewing how they could further improve their enforcement of byelaws, environmental
crime and other aspects of anti-social behaviour that a District Council has power over.
They expected that a report would be available in the autumn and they would keep the
Town Council informed.
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Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted.
62./06 MCTI/Shepton 21 Update – The Chairman confirmed that the “At a Crossroads”
booklet was now in the public domain. A meeting of Shepton 21 was scheduled for tomorrow,
Wednesday 7 June, where the whole membership of Shepton 21 could be refreshed/renewed
and encouraged all members with an interest to attend and to put their names forward for
various matters if they so wished. All were welcome.
63./06 Matters to be Noted
a)

b)

Road
Closure
Order

Temporary closure of the A371 Dinder Junction, St Cuthbert Out for
four days starting 28 June 2006 to allow resurfacing and associated
works.

Hill Lane
Retaining
Wall

Somerset Highways inform closure of the footpath adjacent to 4 Cats
Ash for approximately one week for rebuilding of the footpath parapet
to the existing design. May also have to close Cats Ash highways for a
short period.

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by unanimous vote, that
matters a) and b) above are noted.
64./06 Planning Applications
a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

112769/002
Mr K Taylor

Mr & Mrs S
Sheridan,
Bowlish Villa,
Ham Lane,
Bowlish

Ground floor single storey rear
extension & first floor rear extension
(DEL)

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Gilham, seconded by Cllr Inchley, with a vote of 9 For,
1 Against & 1 Abstention – Recommend Approval.

112769/003
Mr K Taylor

Mr & Mrs S
Sheridan,
Bowlish Villa,
Ham Lane,
Bowlish

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Gilham, seconded by Cllr Inchley, with a vote of 9 For,
1 Against & 1 Abstention – Recommend Approval.

101069/014
Mr K Taylor

Dr. P & Mrs
Whitaker, The Old
Surgery, 3 Park
Road

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by unanimous
vote - Recommend Approval.

119129/000
Mrs K Taylor

Mr R J Angel,
42 Shaftgate
Avenue

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Gilham, with a vote of 10
For & 1 Abstention – Recommend Approval.

106166/003
Boustead

Mr & Mrs Giles,
8 Park Road

Ground floor single storey rear
extension & first floor rear extension
(DEL)

Change of use from mixed use
natural health clinic (Use Class D1)
and residential (Use Class C3) to
residential only (DEL)

Erection of conservatory to rear (DEL)

Single storey conservatory to rear
(DEL)

LBC –
alter/
extend

Full

Change
of Use

Full

Full

The Chairman requested the Clerk’s consideration as to whether
members should declare an interest due to their trusteeship of Collett
Park, which the Clerk advised to the negative.
Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Gilham, seconded by Cllr Inchley, with a vote of 10
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For & 1 Abstention – Recommend Approval.
f)

g)

h)

108354/002
Boustead

Mr R.W. Read,
3 Coombe View

Single storey side extension (DEL)

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Gilham, with a vote of 10
For & 1 Abstention – Recommend Approval.

034618/011
Dahm

Kline Holdings,
2 Waterloo Road

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Fone, seconded by Cllr Gilham, with a vote of 9 For &
1 Abstentions - Recommend Refusal. The Town Council consider that
this was over-development; there was far too much mass of building;
insufficient car-parking spaces for the number of homes and the Town
Council envisaged that there would be congestion and traffic highway
problems which would be increased to an unacceptable level especially
if residents of new properties were to use on-street parking.

113705/001
PG29
Jarrold

Mr & Mrs P
Smyth,
5 Princes Road

Full

Erection of 13 x 2 bed flats & 5 x 1
bed flats and car parking provision for
13 spaces (DEL)

Felling of 9 Conifer Trees
Conservation Area (DEL)

in

a

Full

CA
Felling
Trees

Cllr Lovell, having declared an Interest earlier in the meeting, then left
the room.
Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Fone, seconded by Cllr Inchley, with a vote of 9 For &
1 Abstention – Recommend Approval.
Cllr Lovell then rejoined the meeting.

i)

021760/008
Baker

Mr Bessell
Land at Cowl
street

Demolition
of
vacant
industrial
building and erection of 19 flats (DEL)

Full

Cllr Lockey, having declared an Interest earlier in the meeting, then left
the room.
Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Fone, with a vote of 9 For &
1 Abstention – Recommend Refusal. The Town Council consider that
the design is slightly over-developed and that the western side of the
development, to the rear, is not in-keeping and of an unacceptable
design especially for the residents viewing from the existing Silk Close.
The structure design to the rear is almost industrialised and not in
context with the street scene and there was also concern regarding the
number of car-parking spaces for the number of dwellings.
Cllr Lockey then rejoined the meeting.

65./06 Other Planning Matters
a)

118784/000 Retrospective Erection of Satellite Dish at 38 Garston Street – The
Town Council had recommended approval on 29 November 2005 and MDC had refused. This
was to go to appeal and further comments had been received from MDC as to their reasons
for their decision.

b)

012580/031 & /32 Mac-Hire, Great Ostry – The refusal was now going to appeal, an
informal hearing was to be held at MDC Chamber on 18 July at 10.00am and any comments
were to be received by 28 June 2006. Members considered that they had good grounds to
refuse this matter previously and they had stipulated that they required a planning brief for
the whole development area and planning applications for both Phase II and III as well as
Phase I. The Town Council considered that they could not accept any application from Phase
I without knowing what was planned for Phase II and III.
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Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted and that the Clerk collate a formal
response to the appeal panel from the Town Council from previous resolves of the Town
Council and its Planning Committee to previous applications relating to this area. This is to be
submitted to MDC by the required date of 28 June 2006.
66./06 Mental Health Services Consultation – Community & Leisure Portfolio – The
Chairman reminded members that the Portfolio Holder, Cllr Marsh, declared an Interest and
requested members’ consideration for the Portfolio Holder to present the matter prior to
leaving the room when the matter is to be considered: this was unanimously agreed by all
members. Cllr Marsh provided a summary of the document “Fit for the Future” which set out
information and aims of existing services plus proposals for the future. There were currently
no facilities within Shepton Mallet which could be affected by these proposals and it appeared
that their proposals for the future of Mental Health services were in-line with national policies.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous vote, that the
matter is noted; the matter be held under constant review and that appropriate action be
taken in the future should the need arise.
67./06 Whitstone Road Allotments – Damage to Water Trough – Properties Portfolio –
The Clerk reported an accident by a third-party vehicle which had reversed into a water
trough on Sunday 28 May 2006 causing damage and a water leak which had now been
isolated, and remedial work ordered with Hodges & Sons Builders. The third-party liability
details were known and held on file.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous vote, that the
matter is noted.
68./06 Collett Festival 2006 – Collett Park Portfolio – Cllr Shearn, the event co-ordinator,
raised the problems with advertisement and the Collett Festival banners which had now been
removed and re-positioned. Members raised much concern that it appeared heavy-handed by
the District Council. Several members considered that the size of the banners and their
position did not represent any risk to Health & Safety, especially that of drivers.
Most things were now in place and it looked to be good weather for this weekend’s Festival.
Classic and vintage cars were available for the procession; souvenir programmes had now
been printed and were available for sale at £1 each. It was proposed to provide extra chairs
inside the main ring for the expected additional visitors and also the Collett family to sit, if
required. The Clerk advised that a risk assessment should be carried out to ensure that there
was no risk of personal injury for those sitting inside the main ring. The Chairman considered
that the Town Council should purchase a stainless-steel spade to enable the ceremonial treeplanting and also this was to be kept for all similar events in the future. However, Cllr Shearn
informed that he had a spade which he was willing to provide as a free loan for this purpose.
The Clerk confirmed that the MP had made contact and gave his apologies as he was now
unavailable to attend, and also that the Clerk had received a visit from Cathy Day of Mendip
District who had provided documentation which required the Town Council, under the market
rights held by Mendip District Council, to formally request the Collett Festival event and that
charges could be levied by the District Council for car boot pitches, community and charity
stalls and also traders/commercial stands. The Clerk confirmed that he had completed the
appropriate forms and returned to Mendip District Council as they had requested.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Gilham, with a vote of 10 For & 1
Abstention, that the matter is noted and that the Town Council raise much concern at the
interpretation and inappropriate action taken by the District Council.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that a thank-you is recorded to Mrs Pat Jeremiah and Mrs Gill
Davies for all their work in setting up the town centre event over the Collett Festival weekend
and for the dressing of the vacant shop windows in an Victorian/Edwardian theme. Also to the
Fire Service for erection of the town centre bunting.
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69./06 – Future Town Hall - Administration Portfolio – The Clerk informed that the District
Council had been in contact and they wished to discuss with the Town Council future plans for
a Town Hall at Commercial Road.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that Cllrs Champion, Gilham, Inchley, Shearn and the Clerk
would attend the meeting on Thursday, 29 June at 9.30am in the MDC Committee Room.
70./06 Finance
a) Accounts for Payment by Cheque – The Clerk requested Council to consider two late
payments, being Cheque No. 2124 made payable to the Clerk for repayment of purchase of
two new office chairs at a cost of £126.67 including VAT; and also Cheque No. 2125 made
payable to Flying Colours flag-makers for the town centre bunting for the sum of £499.38
which also included VAT. Several members also considered that the Collett Park metalcraft
work done by Somerset Forge Limited was very good.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Gilham, by unanimous vote, that
payments made by Cheque for June 2006 as per Appendix “A” attached to these Minutes,
including two late payments, be approved.
b) Accounts previously paid by Direct Debit
Resolve: by unanimous vote that payments made by Direct Debit for June 2006 as per
Appendix “A” as attached to these Minutes be approved.
c) Confidential Salaries for Payment by Cheque
Resolve: by unanimous vote that the Confidential Salary Payments for June 2006 as per
Appendix “A” (Confidential Section) attached to these Minutes be approved.
d) Income – The Clerk requested members’ attention to the fact that Pat Jeremiah had now
received £150 donation and also that a further £150 had been received and banked, making a
total of £300 donation received against expenditure incurred which would have to be paid out
at a later date.
Resolve: by unanimous vote that Income received for June 2006 as per Appendix “A”
attached to these Minutes is noted.
71./06 Agenda Matters for the Next Meeting
The next meeting is to be held on 20 June 2006 at 7.00pm in the Mendip District Council
Chamber. Cllr Bartlett tabled her apologies for the meeting.
The Chairman thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 9.00pm.

Councillor R.R. Champion
Chairman

Signature_____________
_____/_____/_2006
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A P P E N D I X
Cheque
No

Payee

Code

2110
2111
2112
2113
2114

The Friends of the Samaritans
SM Tennis Club
Capita Business Services
West Harptree Nursery
Ford Bros

6650
6650
5300
6080
6080

2115
2116
2117
2118

J Hodges & Sons
Quadron Services Limited
Shepton Mallet Rangers
Dorset & Somerset Air
Ambulance
Somerset Forge Limited
Quadron Services Limited
Cllr N F Shearn
Mr G Brown - Repayment
Flying Colours Flagmakers

2121
2122
2123
2124
2125

Payments by Direct Debit
2/5/06
Quadron Services Limited
18/4/06
BT
20/4/06
Plusnet Tech Ltd
28/4/06
Somerset CC Pensions
2/5/06
Mendip District Council
3/5/06
Cleanaway Limited
3/5/06
CGU Bonus
3/5/06
Market Towns
18/5/96
Plusnet Tech Ltd

“ A ”
Total
Payment

Goods Supplied

£
£
£
£
£

75.00
75.00
31.76
818.90
2,602.63

6160
6000/6005
6650
6650

Community Grant
Community Grant
Photocopying Charges - Multi Invoices
C/Park - Plants for Bedding Improvements
C/Park Main entrance driveway and
footpath
WR Allotment Water Leak
Uplift Contract April/May not paid by S/O
Community Grant
Community Grant

£
£
£
£

100.63
122.00
50.00
200.00

6080
6085/6160
6080/5500
5140
6500

Collett Park - Metalcraft
C/Park Wetpour & WR Allotment Repairs
C/Park Fertiliser and Travvelling Costs
Office Chairs - Replacement
Town Centre Bunting

£
£
£
£
£
£

6,110.00
182.75
29.39
126.67
499.38
10,398.06

6000/6005
5160
5160

Collett Park Ground Care Contract -April
Office Lines, Calls & Data
Broadband Subscription

£
£
£

2,450.22
120.70
20.49

5010
5100
6020
5200/6090
5315
5160

Pension Scheme - Monthly Contribution
Office Lease - Quarterly
Collett Park - Waste Disposal
Insurance Premium
Monthly hosting of website
Broadband Subscription

£
£
£
£
£
£

483.04
1,500.00
32.81
350.60
70.50
20.49

Sub Total

£

4,607.26

Total =

£

15,005.32

Total

£
£
£

1,188.64
435.57
1,624.21

Grand Total

£

16,629.53

CONFIDENTIAL PAYMENTS
2119
2120

Date
3-May
10-Apr
17-May
18-May
18-May

Graham H Brown
Jeanette Lintern

Income
MDC
Bank Interest - Business Acc
Tenon Group
Bartlett Solicitors
HM Customs VAT

5000
5000

Code

4400
4400

Town Clerk - June Salary 2006
Admin Assistant - June Salary 2006

Total
Deposit

Category of Income
Footpath Agency Monies 06/07
Monthly account interest
Donation - Collett Festival (Town Centre)
Donation - Collett Festival (Town Centre)
Vat Reclaim

Total Income =

Councillor R.R. Champion
Chairman

Signature________________

Councillor M. Lovell
Vice Chairman

Signature________________

£
£
£
£
£
£

220.00
121.67
100.00
50.00
557.76
1,049.43

Date_____________

Date_____________
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Shepton Mallet Town Council held on 20 June
2006, in the MDC Chamber, Cannards Grave Road, Shepton Mallet.
Present: Chairman - Councillor R.R. Champion
Cllrs: Mrs J.D. Bartlett, Mr T. Fone, Mr J. Gilham, Mr C.C. Inchley, Mr N. Jeremiah, Mr C.F.
Lockey, Mr M. Lovell , Mrs J.M. Marsh, Mrs M.R. Robinson and Mr N. F. Shearn
Four members of the public and no members of the press were in attendance. The Chairman
opened the meeting, welcoming members and the general public. A brief was provided on Health
& Safety requirements including emergency evacuation and assembly point procedures. A further
brief was provided as to the use of the Induction Loop facility for users of hearing aids, use of the
microphones was emphasised and informed that the meeting would be audio-taped for internal
use only.
72./06 Public Forum
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Jeremiah, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting be adjourned for the matter to be transacted.
Notes of the points raised were taken for internal use only.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Jeremiah, seconded by Cllr Robinson, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting now be brought back into session.
73./06 Apologies for absence – Cllrs Hurrell (health), O’Connor (family) and Taylor (work)
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above Apologies are accepted and duly recorded.
74./06 Members Declarations of Interests
a)

Wessex MS Therapy Community Grant – Cllr Bartlett declared a Personal & NonPrejudicial Interest in the matter as a neighbour benefits from the charity.

b)

Planning Application 110542/001 – 48 Beech Avenue – Cllr Jeremiah declared a
Personal & Non-Prejudicial Interest in the matter as he was known to the applicant.

c)

Planning Application 119204/000 – 4 Westfield – Cllr Lockey declared a Personal &
Non-Prejudicial Interest in the matter as he was known to the applicant.

Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above declarations are noted and duly recorded.
75./06 Chairman’s Announcements
a)

Collett Festival – The Chairman thanked catering staff, along with Cllrs Manvill and
Bartlett for helping to clear up. Also Cllrs O’Connor, Inchley and the Clerk for the
marshalling of the parade including the police and fire service personnel. He wished a
special thank you to Cllr Shearn for 13 years of organising Collett Day for the benefit
of the town and also thanks to Cllrs Fone and Robinson, along with Mr Bob Manvill, for
their invaluable help on the day. Also thanks to be recorded to Quadron Services for
their assistance. A special thank you to Pat Jeremiah and her team for the amount of
work carried out to make the shop windows in the town look so beautiful and for the
Edwardian-dressed personnel who took the heat of the day in their stride. He also
thanked the Collett family and indeed everyone else involved. A thank you letter had
been received from Paul Hooper and Mrs D Levien of Bowlish School for the day. Also a
thank you letter had been received from Margaret Chadd on behalf of the Collett
family.

b)

Funeral/Relaxation of Parking – The Chairman had been notified and requested by
the police to consider relaxation of parking within the town centre and around the
church area for a service to be held in the afternoon of Thursday, 22 June, where it
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was expected that some 700 people would be in attendance for a young person who
had passed away with a cancer illness.
c)

Town Clock – The Chairman informed that the wire known to be failing had indeed
broken. Works were in hand although access for entrance to three flats was difficult
and they hoped that the work could be completed within the next three week period.

d)

Community Grants – Thank you letters had been received for community grants
awarded to the CAB, Shepton Mallet Tennis Club, the Air Ambulance and the
Samaritans.

e)

Police – A letter had been received from Inspector Paul Richards thanking the Town
Council for their support and for accommodating him at short notice at the last
meeting and that he hoped that the changes, as presented to the meeting of Council,
would be implemented by mid-June.

f)

Portfolio Management Group – The Chairman requested members to consider a
meeting of the Portfolio Management Group which was agreed for Friday, 30 June
2006 at 10.00am in the SMTC offices.

76./06 Minutes
The Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 6 June 2006 were considered for
accuracy and content. Cllr Bartlett raised the point that, under Minute 56 - presentation by
Miss Alison Barkshire, Service Development Director of Mendip Primary Care Trust – Cllr
Bartlett had enquired whether Mendip PCT could give assurance that St Peter’s Community
Hospital would not close. The reply from Miss Alison Barkshire was that she was unable to
give any such assurance and Cllr Bartlett considered that this point should be included within
the Minutes. However, the Chairman considered that assurances could not be given by Mendip
PCT as all facilities were up for review and that the matter should just be noted.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Robinson, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous vote, that the
Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 6 June 2006 be approved as a true record and
signed by the Chairman.
77./06 Matters Arising from the Minutes – No matters were raised.
78./06 Matters to be Noted
a)

Police Annual
Report

Summary received for Somerset East for 2005 -06 and copy of
Policing Plan 2006/07

b)

Garston
Street Road
Closure

Western end closed for 4 weeks starting 3 July 2006 to allow
installation of manhole to existing arch and associated works.

c)

Making a
Difference
SCC

Case studies booklet received on the work of Somerset County
Council 2006/07

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Robinson, by unanimous vote, that
matters a), b) and c) above are noted.
79./06 Planning Applications
a)

034692/005
Taylor

The Young Clinic
46 High Street

Alterations to rear to create enlarged
consulting room (DEL)

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Gilham, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous vote
– Recommend Approval.

Full
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b)

c)

d)

e)

f)

g)

h)

i)

j)

067900/022
Langford

Gymtastica
International
10 Town Street

Change of use from retail (A1) to
gymnasium (D2) (DEL)

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Fone, seconded by Cllr Gilham, by unanimous vote Recommend Approval.

110542/001
Boustead

Mr & Mrs Key
48 Beech Avenue

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Gilham, with a vote of 10
For & 1 Abstention - Recommend Approval subject to opaque glass
being used in elevation if this was deemed to be overlooking
neighbours.

118638/001
Taylor

Mrs M Emery
Land Adjoining 6
Old Wells Road

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Gilham, seconded by Cllr Champion, with a vote of 8
For & 3 Abstentions – Recommend Approval.

A11106/000
Walker

Spen Hill
Developments
Limited
(Tesco Site)

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Gilham, with a vote of 10
For & 1 Against – Recommend Approval.

119204/000
Walker

Mr & Mrs Race
4 Westfield

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Gilham, seconded by Cllr Bartlett, with a vote of 9 For
& 2 Abstentions – Recommend Approval subject to opaque glass being
used in elevation if this was deemed to be overlooking neighbours.

100221/002
PG29
Jarrold

Mr V R White
Hill House, Cats
Ash

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Fone, seconded by Cllr Inchley, with a vote of 10 For &
1 Abstention - Recommend Approval.

106714/033
Williams

B & R Thorner
Land to the South
of Field Farm
Whitstone Road

Erection of conservatory (DEL)

Demolition
construction
(DEL)

of
of

2

Change
of Use

Full

outbuilding
and
storey dwelling

Erection of Hoarding signs (DEL)

Erection of conservatory to the rear
(DEL)

Felling of 3 Mountain Ash trees in a
Conservation Area (DEL)

Erection four houses and a flat above
the garage block with associated
accesses and parking (amendment to
planning permission 028 which gave
approval for three flats and one house
within the application site) (DEL)

Full

Adverti
s’mt

Full

CA
Felling
Trees

Full

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Gilham, with a vote of 8 For
& 3 Abstentions – Recommend Approval.

110868/001
Foster

Ms R Kinsman
1 High Street

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Fone, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous vote –
Recommend Approval.

119209/000
Taylor

Mr L Hasell
2 Amulet Way

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Gilham, seconded by Cllr Inchley, with a vote of 8 For,
1 Against & 2 Abstentions – Recommend Approval

Fix A3 plaque on front elevation (DEL)

Erection of detached
dwelling (DEL)

two

storey

LBCalter extend

Full
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k)

PC/054325/0
21/JD

SCC
Shepton Mallet
Leisure Centre

Retention of temporary unit for use
aa a Nursery

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, with a vote of 9
For & 2 Abstentions – Recommend Approval.

Consult /
Comment

80./06 MDC Decisions Not in Accord with Town Council
a) 100551/007 – Land adjacent to Talpa House, Princes Road - Erection of Dwelling
– 16/5 SMTC recommended refusal with strong objection due to the proposed dwelling
being out-of-character, not in-keeping and detracting from the street scene. However MDC
had granted permission and provided consideration of conditions.
b) 105941/044 – Delacamp (UK) Ltd., 1 Mendip Avenue – Extension to Warehouse –
4/4 SMTC recommended approval, MDC had refused.
c) Vodaphone Pre-Planning Application Consultation – Vodaphone invited comments to
consultation prior to their application to erect a 300mm satellite dish on the existing base
station at the Anglo Trading Estate for the purpose of expansion and wireless-link working.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous vote, that items a) and b) above are noted;
and that item c) is also noted but that the Council would not comment at this stage.
Preference would be to resolve at the Planning Application stage.
81./06 Wessex MS Therapy Community Grant – Community & Leisure Portfolio – A grant
application had been received and reviewed by the Portfolio Holder.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Jeremiah, seconded by Cllr Gilham, by unanimous vote, that a
community grant of £100 is awarded.
82./06 – Police Matters – Community & Leisure Portfolio – The Clerk updated members
with a meeting held with Inspector Andy Pritchard and Beat Officer Ed Hawkins who confirmed
that they would visit the Town Council’s office, possibly on a fortnightly basis, and that they
would attend future Council meetings on a monthly basis at the meeting to be held in the
middle of the month. They would treat this as a consultation process which would take place
within Public Forum and that were quite happy to take questions directly from members of the
public and Council and, if they were unable to respond directly, then they would provide an
answer at the next available meeting.
The Clerk confirmed that he had updated the police with all outstanding matters which
included High Street parking, parking problems around the prison area, vandalism within
Collett Park and also thanked them for their support and assistance at Collett Festival.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted.
83./06 – Draft Regional Spatial Strategy – Regeneration Portfolio – An executive
summary and main report on CD had been received from the South West Regional Assembly
relating to the South West of England 2006-2026 for consultation purposes with responses
required by 30 August 2006. The information had been reviewed by the Portfolio Holder who
considered that there was nothing current for the Town Council to comment about. Members
questioned, and the Portfolio Holder provided responses, regarding environmental and
housing matters.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted.
84./06 – Shepton 21 – Regeneration Portfolio – The Portfolio Holder updated Council with
his attendance at the last meeting whereby Paul Frampton was elected as Chairman of the
Group. The Group are looking to form a Development Trust whereby eight people would be
selected to visit other successful Trusts and learn from their experiences. It was also proposed
to employ a professional project worker to deliver the community plan. There was no
information available, such as a balance sheet, as to the financial affairs of Shepton 21
although they had been informed that there was currently a £30,000 underspend. Members
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considered that they would wait until the next meeting of Shepton 21, programmed for
September, to see what was forthcoming from that meeting.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted.
85./06 – Collett Festival 2006 – Collett Park Portfolio – The Portfolio Holder confirmed that
the event had been a wonderful day and that, to follow Cllr Neil Shearn’s successful event
would be very difficult. The Clerk confirmed that accounts and receipts had been received
from Mrs Pat Jeremiah for the Town Centre-related event, the summary of which was that the
total income was £668 and that outgoings were £669.52 which showed a deficit of £1.52 on
the event. Cllr Jeremiah confirmed that this was now not a deficit as a further donation had
been received. The Clerk confirmed that, with the accounts in hand, two payments should be
considered: one for repayment to Mrs Pat Jeremiah for £318 from the Town Centre Events
fund which had already been resolved by Council, and the second payment being the balance
of £351.52 would be submitted to Council for consideration at the July meeting.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Bartlett, with a vote of 10 For & 1
Abstention, that thanks be recorded to Cllr Neil Shearn for his 13 years of organising Collett
Festival and the 12 other councillors who helped on the day. Also that the accounts applicable
to the Town Centre-related event, with an income of £668 and an expenditure of £669.52, is
approved and that payment, as previously resolved by the Council, of £318 is made in
repayment from the Town Centre Events fund, and that the balance of £351.52 is submitted
to the July meeting of Council for payment.
86./06 – Street Cleaning – Community & Leisure Portfolio – The Clerk confirmed that a
meeting had been arranged with Connaught Environment for Friday, 30 June 2006 at
11.00am in the SMTC offices for a quarterly discussion regarding their street cleaning contract
for the District Council. Any interested members were invited to attend.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted.
87./06 Agenda Matters for the Next Meeting
The next meeting is to be held on 4 July 2006 at 7.00pm in the Mendip District Council
Chamber.
The Chairman thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 7.53pm.

Councillor R.R. Champion
Chairman

Signature_____________
_____/_____/_2006
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Shepton Mallet Town Council held on 4 July 2006,
in the MDC Chamber, Cannards Grave Road, Shepton Mallet.
Present: Chairman - Councillor R.R. Champion
Cllrs: Mrs J.D. Bartlett, Mr T. Fone, Mr C.C. Inchley, Mr N. Jeremiah, Mr C.F. Lockey, Mr T.S.
O’Connor, Mrs M.R. Robinson, Mr N. F. Shearn and Mr A. Taylor
Nine members of the public and one member of the press were in attendance. The Chairman
opened the meeting, welcoming members and the general public. A brief was provided on Health
& Safety requirements including emergency evacuation and assembly point procedures. A further
brief was provided as to the use of the Induction Loop facility for users of hearing aids, use of the
microphones was emphasised and informed that the meeting would be audio-taped for internal
use only.
88./06 Public Forum
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Jeremiah, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting be adjourned for the matter to be transacted.
Notes of the points raised were taken for internal use only.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting now be brought back into session.
89./06 Apologies for absence – Cllrs Cann (work), Hurrell (health), Lovell (family), Manvill and
Marsh (family).
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above Apologies are accepted.
90./06 Members Declarations of Interests
a)

Planning Application 116370/001 – 51 Whitstone Rise – Cllr Inchley declared a
Personal & Prejudicial Interest in the matter as one of the applicants was a teacher of a
family member.

Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above declarations are noted and duly recorded.
91./06 Chairman’s Announcements
MPCT “Celebrating our Achievements”– The Chairman attended an away day at Wells
Town Hall on 21 June 2006 marking the cessation of the MPCT after 1 October 2006.
Chamber of Commerce – The Chairman, along with Cllr Inchley, attended a meeting on 22
June 2006 with a further meeting requested between the Chamber of Commerce and SMTC.
Glastonbury Mayor’s Church Service – The Chairman reported attendance to the service,
and afterwards at the Town Hall, on Sunday 25 June 2006. Orchestral Evening – The
Chairman attended Strode Theatre for an orchestral evening with the Mid-Somerset Orchestra
on Saturday 1 July, with all proceeds supporting the Chairman’s Charity of “the Children of
Chernobyl”. “CHARIS” – Letter received from Rev. Elizabeth Smith regarding a “Catch the
Buzz” event to take place from 4 to 6 August 2006. Alcohol Restriction Order – The
Chairman stressed that this Order does not ban alcohol in the designated areas and merely
furnishes the police with empowerment in the event of any associated anti-social behaviour.
St Paul’s Junior School – A sponsored walk in Collett Park is scheduled for 10.30am on 20
July 2006. Collett Park 2006 – Several thank you letters have been received and the
Chairman wished to record thanks to Mrs Pat Jeremiah and Mrs Gill Davies for all their hard
work decorating the town’s shop windows, along with all those who contributed to the event.
Shepton Swimming Pool – The Chairman informed of a meeting scheduled for 11.00am on
Wednesday, 5 July in the MDC Chamber.
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92./06 Minutes
The Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 20 June 2006 were considered for
accuracy and content.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by unanimous vote, that the
Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 20 June 2006 be approved as a true record and
signed by the Chairman.
93./06 Matters Arising from the Minutes – No matters were raised.
94./06 Matters to be Noted
a)

Coombe
Lane Road
Closure

Somerset Highways advise closure for 4 weeks starting 3 July 2006 for
highway improvements, drainage and associated works. Section between
King William Pub and the top of Coombe Lane. (Main Coombe Lane
remains open).

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Shearn, by unanimous vote, that the
above matter is noted.
95./06 Planning Applications
a)

b)

067073/003
PG29
Jarrold

A Spear
18 Darshill

Works to 1 x Horse Chestnut and 1 x
Laburnam in a conservation area
(DEL)

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Fone, by unanimous vote –
Recommend Approval – Suggest that the work to the Laburnam is done
by the end of August.

116370/001
Langford

Mr & Mrs B
Howells
51 Whitstone Rise

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Jeremiah, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by unanimous
vote - Recommend Approval.

Erection of conservatory to rear (DEL)

CA
Tree
Works

Full

96./06 Market Cross – Regeneration Portfolio
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by unanimous vote, that
Standing Orders be suspended to allow a question and answer session with Mr Paul
Tomlinson, MDC Conservation Officer.
Cllr Shearn informed that this is an exploratory review in order to develop ideas. Mr
Tomlinson provided Council with an overview of the situation and informed that
approximately £30,000 was needed to bring the structure to a reasonable state of repair, with
grant funding possibly available of up to £10,000. There is a requirement for an on-going
maintenance plan to ensure that the structure will not deteriorate again. Mr Tomlinson
estimated that an annual maintenance cost of between £500-£1,000 would be needed. The
Market Cross is an icon of the town, and also the logo on the Town Council’s documents, and
Mr Tomlinson stressed the need for someone to take responsibility for the structure. Mr
Tomlinson is to ascertain whether the majority of other war memorials around the country
belong to their respective local councils. Verbal indication from English Heritage is that there
should be no problem with the legality of handing over ownership of the structure, and a
written confirmation is expected soon. Cllr Shearn thanked Mr Tomlinson for his update.
Members requested that a small working party be set up in order to review the matter.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by unanimous vote, that a
Market Cross Working Party be set up consisting of Cllrs Bartlett, Inchley, Lockey, Shearn and
Mr Paul Tomlinson, MDC Conservation Officer.
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Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, that Standing Orders be
reinstated.
97./06 – Collett Festival 2006 - Collett Park Portfolio
A financial summary was provided to all members (copy attached to these Minutes) for
approval. However, Cllr Shearn informed that, as some payments had not yet been received,
this should be deferred until the next meeting of Council scheduled for 18 July 2006.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous vote, that the
financial summary for Collett Festival 2006 be placed on the agenda for approval at the next
meeting of Council to be held on 18 July 2006.
98./06 – Footpath Booklet Project - Footpaths Portfolio
An update was provided to all members (copy attached to these Minutes). As Cllr Manvill was
not present at the meeting to update members further this matter is to be added to the
agenda for the meeting of Council scheduled for 18 July 2006.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the matter be added to the agenda for the next meeting of
Council to be held on 18 July 2006.
99./06 – Risk Assessments, Risk Management & Internal Control - Administration
Portfolio
Copies of Risk Assessments, Risk Management and Internal Control documents were provided
for review to all members at the meeting (copy attached to these Minutes).
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Fone, with a vote of 9 For & 1 Abstention
that all Risk Assessments, Risk Management and Internal Control documents and procedures
(as attached to these Minutes) are approved and reviewed annually in July of each year or on
occurrence of an incident.
100./06 – Portfolio Management Group - Administration Portfolio
Notes of the PMG meeting held on 30 June 2006 were provided to all members at the meeting
(copy attached to these Minutes). One member enquired as to an update regarding the Civic
Hall/Council Offices however the Chairman reported this matter is to be kept in-house at this
present time. The Chairman updated members on a meeting of the Shepton Development
Stakeholders.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the notes of the PMG meeting held on 30 June 2006 (copy
attached to these Minutes) are noted.
101./06 – Shepton Mallet War Memorial - Properties Portfolio
Members debated the proposal to view inside the monument, via insertion of a small camera
to ascertain whether the monument could be moved whole or the need to be dismantled. This
would be at no cost to the Council with monies provided within the Tesco 106 Agreement. It
was stressed that, if the structure were to be moved, it would still remain within the sight-line
of the High Street.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Lockey, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by a recorded vote, For: Cllrs
Champion, Inchley, Lockey, O’Connor and Taylor (5) Against: Cllrs Bartlett, Fone, Jeremiah,
Robinson and Shearn (5) that, before any decision was made to carry out investigative work
to the structure, public consent should be obtained by means of a poll and that a Recorded
Vote take place. This vote resulted in the resolution not being carried due to equality of votes.
The Chairman gave a casting vote AGAINST resulting in a final vote of 5 For and 6 Against,
therefore the vote was lost. The meeting then moved to next business and Cllr Lockey then
left the meeting.
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102./06 Finance
a) Accounts for Payment by Cheque
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by unanimous vote, that
payments made by Cheque for July 2006 as per Appendix “A” attached to these Minutes, be
approved.
b) Accounts previously paid by Direct Debit
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by unanimous vote that
payments made by Direct Debit for July 2006 as per Appendix “A” as attached to these
Minutes be approved.
c) Confidential Salaries for Payment by Cheque
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by unanimous vote that the
Confidential Salary Payments for July 2006 as per Appendix “A” (Confidential Section)
attached to these Minutes be approved.
d) Income
Resolve: by unanimous vote that Income received for July 2006 as per Appendix “A”
attached to these Minutes is noted.
103./06 Agenda Matters for the Next Meeting
The next meeting is to be held on 18 July 2006 at 7.00pm in the Mendip District Council
Committee Room. Matters to be applied to the agenda include the Collett Festival 2006
Statement of Account and the Footpath Booklet project.
The Chairman thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 8.11pm.

Councillor R.R. Champion
Chairman

Signature_____________
_____/_____/_2006
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A P P E N D I X
2126
2127
2128
2129
2130
2131

Mendip District Council
LexisNexis Butterworths
Active Environmental Serv
The Consortium
Capita Business Services
HM Revenue & Customs

2135
2136
2137
2138
2139
2140
2141

SM TIC & Heritage Centre
The Shrubbery Hotel
Brandon Tool Hire
Quadron Services Limited
Mrs P Jeremiah
Mid Somerset Newspapers
Western Newspapers
(South)
Wessex MS Therapy Centre
Hodges & Sons Builders
The Toner Factory
Wallgate Ltd
Mid Somerset Catering Hire
Cheque Cancelled
Kath A Fewings
Party Plus South West Ltd

2142
2143
2144
2145
2146
2147
2148
2149

Payments by Direct Debit
30/5/06 Quadron Services Limited
30/5/06 Somerset CC Pensions
31/5/06 Cleanaway Limited
1/6/06
Market Towns
2/6/06
CGU Bonus
16/6/06 Plusnet Tech Ltd

“ A ”

6480
5300
6050
5300
5300
5000-1020
6070
6070
6070
6080
6070
5300
5450

CCTV Contribution 06/07
Arnold Baker Council Administration Book
C/Park - Rodent Control
Stationery / Printing
Printing & Photocopying
1st Quarter Tax/Ni 2006/07

£
£
£
£
£
£

6,150.00
53.45
58.75
218.13
14.54
1,893.85

Collett Festival - 3 Amulet Brooches/Notelets
Collett Guests - B & B Accommodation
Collett Festival - 3 Portaloos
Collett Park - Aviary Bedding Improvements
Collett Festival - Repayment Town Centre
Council Group Photograph 2006
Collett Festival Advertisement

£
£
£
£
£
£
£

43.85
290.00
182.13
1,105.58
351.22
63.00
96.82

6650
6160
5300
6030
5600
0
5600
5600

Community Grant
WR Allotments - Accident damage to trough
Stationery / Printing - Inkjets/Toner
C/Park Toilets - Wallgate Units
Collett Festival - Hire of Catering Equipment

£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£

100.00
53.83
169.13
442.70
110.26
808.50
21.96
12,227.70

6000/6005

Collett Park Ground Care Contract

£

2,450.22

5010
6020
5315
5200/6090
5160

Pension Scheme - Monthly Contribution
Collett Park - Waste Disposal
Monthly hosting of website
Insurance Premium
Broadband Subscription

£
£
£
£
£

483.04
31.91
70.50
350.60
20.49

Sub Total

£

3,406.76

Total =

£

15,634.46

Total

£
£
£

1,188.86
435.57
1,624.43

Grand Total

£

17,258.89

Collett Festival - Catering - Civic Function
Collett Festival - Catering - Civic Function

CONFIDENTIAL PAYMENTS
2132
2133

Graham H Brown
Jeanette Lintern

5000
5000

Town Clerk - July Salary 2006
Admin Assistant - July Salary 2006

Date

Income

Code

Category of Income

10-May
5-Jun
5-Jun
13-Jun

4010
4400
4410
4200/4400

Monthly account interest
Collett Park Franchise
Donation - Collett Festival (Town Centre)
Allotment Relets + Collett Festival

£
£
£
£

222.30
200.00
150.00
52.60

15-Jun

Bank Interest - Business Acc
Hi-Jinks Ice Cream
Cllr Jeremiah
Various
Collett Programs and
Sponsors

4400

Donation (Town Centre) + Program sales

£

316.11

16Jun

Collett Festival etc

4400

Collett Festival Income + Allotment Rent

£
£

799.14
1,740.15

Total Income =

Councillor R.R. Champion
Chairman

Signature________________

Councillor M. Lovell
Vice Chairman

Signature________________

Total Deposit

Date_____________
Date_____________
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Shepton Mallet Town Council held on 18 July
2006, in the MDC Committee Room, Cannards Grave Road, Shepton Mallet.
Present: Chairman - Councillor R.R. Champion
Cllrs: Mrs J.D. Bartlett, Mr C.C. Inchley, Mr N. Jeremiah, Mr C.F. Lockey, Mr M. Lovell, Mrs L.A.
Manvill, Mr T.S. O’Connor, Mrs M.R. Robinson and Mr N. F. Shearn.
Sector Inspector Andy Pritchard and Beat Manager Ed Hawkins were present from the Avon &
Somerset Constabulary; Mr Keith Bush, MDC Disability & Equality Officer; eight members of the
public and one member of the press were in attendance. The Chairman opened the meeting,
welcoming members and the general public. A brief was provided on Health & Safety
requirements including emergency evacuation and assembly point procedures. The meeting
would not be audio-taped as no facilities were available.
104./06 Public Forum
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Bartlett, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting be adjourned for the matter to be transacted.
Notes of the points raised were taken for internal use only. Due to the amount of people
present at the meeting, and the availability of the Council Chamber, it was decided to relocate
to the Chamber at 7.20pm for the remainder of the meeting. Cllr Jeremiah left the meeting for
ten minutes in protest at the disruption from the public gallery.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Robinson, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting now be brought back into session.
105./06 Community Policing – Sector Inspector Andy Pritchard updated Council of the
changes to the police structure that had taken place and which were now working
successfully. The cells in Wells are being made use of; police hours are not being lost taking
people to Yeovil, and the arrest rate has tripled. The structure is now more efficient and there
will be an ongoing review process. In order to maximise good communication links with both
members of the public and the Council, an officer will attend future Council meetings on the
third Tuesday of each month to give an update and take on any issues raised. PCSO Jane
Freestone will be replacing Matt Williams at the end of August and there will be 4-5 extra
PCSOs within Shepton Mallet. One member enquired whether the CCTV cameras within the
town were fully operational, and this was confirmed.
The Chairman thanked the police who then left the meeting.
106./06 Apologies for absence – Cllrs Cann (work) and Fone (work).
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above Apologies are accepted.
107./06 Members Declarations of Interests – None were declared.
108./06 Chairman’s Announcements
Swimming Pool Project – The Chairman confirmed that the Minutes of the SMOP Project
Board meeting held 5 July 2006 were sent to all councillors, and a letter had been sent to the
four local schools inviting eight children, two from each school, to be part of the official
Opening Ceremony. Safer Business Award – The Chairman informed of a short presentation
by Lester Silk, MDC Business Crime Co-ordinator, on the benefits of the Safer Business
Awards, to take place in the Committee Room at 9.30am on Thursday, 27 July 2006. Any
members wishing to attend to inform Mr Silk directly. Vandalism – The Chairman expressed
concern regarding the recent spate of vandalism which included the Council offices window.
Interviews – The Chairman took part in several interviews on 7 July on TV, radio and the
newspapers. Tesco and Haskins Planning Applications – The Chairman informed that
MDC will be considering the above applications on Thursday, 20 July 2006. Mr John Collett –
The Chairman has received a telephone call from Mr Collett thanking for all the work done at
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Collett Festival and that the town looked very smart. Mr Collett was very pleased with the way
the Park looked and the upkeep that is being done by the Town Council.
109./06 Minutes
The Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 4 July 2006 were considered for
accuracy and content. Cllr Shearn requested amendment to Item 101./06 Shepton Mallet War
Memorial. However following advice received from SALC it was considered an inappropriate
and unlawful resolve and that the Minutes are amended with the Resolve part of the Minute
101./06 to be deleted in full. Cllr Manvill also informed that she had given her Apologies for
the meeting of 4 July, and the Minutes are also amended to reflect this.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 4 July
2006, with the above amendments included, be approved as a true record and signed by the
Chairman.
110./06 Matters Arising from the Minutes – None were raised.
111./06 Shepton Mallet War Memorial – Members debated the advisability of ratifying the
resolve of Council made on 4 July to carry out investigative work to the structure to determine
the possibility of moving, or dismantling, the monument. There then followed a lengthy
debate on whether this Council indeed had the authority to carry out this investigative work.
Some members felt that a public poll must take place in order to act on behalf of the
townspeople and ensure democracy, and that, if there was any doubt as to the legality of the
matter, this Council should ensure correct procedures were followed and legal authority
obtained. A Proposal was put by Cllr Bartlett, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, that, subject to the
appropriate legalities being in place, this Council proceed with insertion of a camera into the
base of the War Memorial in order to ascertain whether it is possible to move the monument
in its entirety, or the need to be dismantled. However, this proposal was not voted upon as
the Chairman halted the debate on the matter to enable full legal advice is to be obtained for
further discussion at the next meeting of Council scheduled for 1 August 2006 and proposed
that the meeting then move to “Next Business”.
112./06 Shop Mobility Funding – Regeneration Portfolio
Mr Keith Bush, MDC Disability & Equality Officer, updated Council on the success of the local
Shopmobility service and Drop-In Centre which has been in place for 12 months. He felt that
the reports on Shopmobility supplied with the Agenda (and as attached to these Minutes) did
not reflect fully the value of the scheme to the town, which is sometimes slow to get off the
ground. Mr Bush informed that MDC had already committed £6,000 to the scheme and
requested partnership funding from the Town Council to the value of £2,000, being 50% of
the amount funded by this Council in 2005.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Robinson, with a vote of 6 For, 1 Against
and 3 Abstentions that partnership funding of £2,000 be allocated to the scheme, subject to
availability of funds, and that all parties work together to improve the service.
113./06 Matters to be Noted
a)

Road
Closure
A361

Whitstone Hill, Pilton, closed 1 night from 7 August 2006 for resurfacing
works.

b)

Road
Closure
A303

Sparkford (Hazelgrove) roundabout to Podimore roundabout, from 21:00
to 05:00 hrs over 8 nights from 10 – 13 July, and 17 – 20 July for
resurfacing works.

c)

Road
Closure
A361

Woodlands Road to Stockbridge Lane/Stockbridge Lane to Steanbow, West
Pennard, for four nights starting 1 August to allow resurfacing works.

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, that matters a), b) and c)
above are noted.
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114./06 Footpath Booklet Project – Footpaths Portfolio
Cllr Manvill provided an update to the project and highlighted outstanding matters. It was
hoped that on the Clerk’s return from holiday the project could be completed. The matter to
be added to the agenda for the next Council meeting scheduled for 1 August for resolve.
Cllrs Manvill and Lockey, along with Mr Keith Bush and the Press then left the meeting.
115./06 Planning Applications
a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

f)

101314/005
Mr K Taylor

Mr & Mrs R
Horton,
Land adjoining 21
Draycott Road

Erection of a detached dwelling (DEL)

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by unanimous
vote – Recommend Refusal, as per previous applications, due to unsafe
vehicular access.

054014/010
Boustead

Mid Somerset
Agricultural
Show,
Mid Somerset
Show Ground,
Cannards Grave
Road

Full

Erection of machinery and storage
unit for agriculture and showground
(DEL)

Full

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by unanimous
vote - Recommend Approval.

119253/000
Walker

Mr S J
Westmacott,
5 St Peters Road

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by unanimous
vote - Recommend Approval.

113881/000
Walker

Mrs E Burr,
36 Hawthorn
Crescent

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Lockey, seconded by Cllr Champion, by unanimous
vote – Recommend Approval.

076296/026
Boustead

J H Haskins &
Sons,
50b High Street

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Jeremiah, seconded by Cllr Lockey, by unanimous vote
– Recommend Approval.

119275/000
Boustead

Mrs Moore,
28 Nightingale
Grove

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Lockey, seconded by Cllr Champion, by unanimous
vote – Recommend Approval.

Two storey side extension (DEL)

Erection of porch (DEL)

Fix plaque on front elevation (DEL)

Erection of conservatory to rear (DEL)

Full

Full

LBCalter/
extend

Full

116./06 Other Planning Matters
a) 118085/003 Land to East of Hitchen Lane – Erection of 69 dwellings, access and
estate road – Notice of Appeal Against Refusal
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Lockey, that the Town Council’s previous
concerns regarding the unsatisfactory design of the dwellings and highway safety be provided
to the Planning Inspectorate by 2 August 2006.
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b) 105941/045 Tesco Store, Mendip Avenue – Change of Use of Existing Retail Site
– SMTC recommended refusal, MDC Granted.
Resolve: That the matter is noted.
c) 076296/023 & 076296/025 – Redevelopment of Haskins Site – Supplementary
Design Statement concerning lowering of the walls to Petticoat Lane.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted, and any comments to be put to the
Planning Board on 20 July.
117./06 MDC Play Partnership – Community & Leisure Portfolio – In the absence of the
Portfolio Holder, Cllr Lovell informed of an invitation from MDC to participate in Play
Partnership utilising money from the Lottery Fund.
Resolve: That the matter is noted and passed to Cllr Shearn for evaluation.
118./06 Collett Festival 2006 – Collett Park Portfolio
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Shearn, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, with a vote of 7 For & 2
Abstentions, that the financial summary for Collett Festival 2006 be approved.
119./06 Agenda Matters for the Next Meeting
The next meeting is to be held on 1 August 2006 at 7.00pm in the Mendip District Council
Chamber, to which Cllr Robinson gave her apologies in advance.
The Chairman thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 8.45pm.

Councillor R.R. Champion
Chairman

Signature_____________
_____/_____/_2006
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Shepton Mallet Town Council held at 7pm on 1st
August 2006, in the MDC Chamber, Cannards Grave Road, Shepton Mallet.
Present: Chairman - Councillor R.R. Champion
Cllrs: Mrs J.D. Bartlett, Mr T. Fone, Mr C.C. Inchley, Mr N. Jeremiah, Mr C.F. Lockey, Mr M. Lovell ,
Mrs L.A. Manvill, Mrs J.M. Marsh, Mr T.S. O’Connor, Mr N. F. Shearn and Mr A. Taylor.
Mr Jerry Cole (Contracts Manager) and Mr David Littlewood (Senior Contracts Manager, Quadron
Services Limited), Mr John Lyde (Royal British Legion), eight members of the public and one
member of the press were in attendance. The Chairman opened the meeting, welcoming
members and the general public. A brief was provided on Health & Safety requirements including
emergency evacuation and assembly point procedures. A further brief was provided as to the use
of the Induction Loop facility for users of hearing aids, use of the microphones was emphasised
and informed that the meeting would be audio-taped for internal use only.
120./06 Public Forum
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Jeremiah, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting be adjourned for the matter to be transacted.
Notes of the points raised were taken for internal use only.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting now be brought back into session.
Councillor O.Connor, Inchley and Lockey enquired a “Point Of Order” as to reason for the War
Memorial matter to be considered in closed session. This was explained by the Chairman.
121./06 Apologies for absence – Cllrs Mrs M.R. Robinson (family)
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above Apologies are accepted.
122./06 Members Declarations of Interests
a)

Planning Application 119355/000 – 11 Collett Avenue – Cllr Marsh declared a
Personal and Prejudicial Interest and would leave the meeting at the appropriate point
and all other members collectively made a declaration as to a Personal and Prejudicial
Interest in matters relating to Collett Park as each member of the Town Council is a
Trustee but that dispensation has been afforded in the matter from the Standards
Committee in July 2003 for the life of the current Council (until April 2007).

b)

Charitable Trusts Annual Returns / Collett park Portfolio - All members collectively
made a declaration as to a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in matters relating to Collett
Park as each member of the Town Council is a Trustee but that dispensation has been
afforded in the matter from the Standards Committee in July 2003 for the life of the
current Council (until April 2007).

Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above declarations are noted and duly recorded.
123./06 Chairman’s Announcements
Best Kept Allotment Awards – The Chairman, Properties Portfolio Holder and Mr Reg
Harvey had completed the inspection and judging of the Awards with very pleasing results and
some very well kept plots with obviously very keen gardeners – Wessex MS Therapy Grant,
thank-you letter received for the £100 grant awarded – MDC Fundraising Event which the
Chairman had attended was very successful raising a sum of £762 – Guiding Trip to Japan ,
thank-you letter received for support by way of a grant. The trip had been a huge success and
most enjoyable, there was also an offer to provide a presentation to Council in the future on
aspects of the trip if required.
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124./06 Minutes
The Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 18 July 2006 were considered for
accuracy and content.
Min 106/06 – Cllr Marsh confirm that her apologies had been tabled on the answer machine
within the office and that her deputy portfolio holder had agreed to present Community and
Leisure matters.
Min 111/06 – Several members raised concern and interpretation of the reason for not
continuing to debate the matter and the move to “Next Business” The Clerk was requested
and provided supporting information as to the reason and content of the Legal advice
obtained in that the Trustees of the War Memorial had the empowerment to undertake a
structural and condition survey of the structure.
Resolve: by a vote of 5 For, 3 Against and 3 Abstentions, that the Minutes of the Town
Council Meeting held on 18 July 2006 with the amendment to record Apologies from Cllr
Marsh be approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
125./06 Matters Arising from the Minutes
No matters were raised
126./06 Matters to be Notes
a) Back Lane,
Darshill Road
Closure
b)

SCC Highway
Services

Temporary closure for SCC to undertake bridge strengthening works
for 4 weeks starting 4 September 2006.
Parish Survey results relating to year 2005/06 received and available
from SMTC Office.

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by unanimous vote, that the
above matters are noted.
127./06 Planning Applications
119297/000
a)
Mr Taylor

b)

c)

d)

Mr & Mrs Johns,
4 Constantine Court

Two storey side extension (DEL)

Full

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Jeremiah, seconded by Cllr Taylor, by unanimous vote
– Recommend Approval.

105862/005
Dahm

Mr D White,
St Cecilia Care
Home,
1 Hitchen Lane

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by unanimous
vote - Recommend Approval.

119296/000
Taylor

Miss H Cousins,
33 Town Street

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Fone, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous vote Recommend Approval.

034879/009
Boustead

Western
Challenge
Housing
Association,
Day Centre, Old
Wells Road

Single storey side extension &
alterations to roof in association with
loft conversion (DEL)

Change of use from retail to beauty
salon (DEL)

Conversion of existing day centre to
provide
residential
care
accommodation comprising 4 self
contained flats & 4 flats with shared
communal facilities (DEL)

Full

Change
of Use

Full
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e)

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by unanimous
vote – Recommend Approval.

119317/000
Langford

Mr G Wheeler
35 Town Street

Resolve:

f)

g)

h)

j)

Change
of Use

Cllr Lockey then left the room.
Proposed by Cllr Fone, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous vote –
Recommend Approval.
Cllr Lockey then rejoined the meeting.

113658/000
Taylor

Mr S B Lester
Land at Church
Lane
Cannards Grave

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Champion, by unanimous
vote – Recommend Approval but that conditions be applied to ensure
in the future, not converted to residential use.

119355/000
Langford

Mr M Smith,
32A Walnut
Grove

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, Seconded by Cllr Champion, by unanimous
vote - Recommend Refusal – Properties designed and built for nonresidential use and they should remain for that use. Once gain
concerns as to retrospective application.

119320/000
Walker

Mr M Dudden &
Mr C Foley,
11 Collett
Avenue

Resolve:

i)

Change of use of ground floor to
tattooing studio (DEL)

Change of use of land to equestrian /
agricultural and erection of stables
and storage building for private use
only (DEL)

Retrospective change of use of work
st
unit to residential use (1 floor only
above 4 x garages) (DEL)

Addition of first floor to existing
bungalow and two storey rear
extension & formation of new access
(DEL)

Change
of Use

Change
of Use

Full

Cllr Marsh then left the meeting.
Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Manvill, by a vote of 6
For, 2 Against and 3 Abstentions – Recommend Approval – It should
be noted that a Restrictive Covenant may apply to this property and
that this Council as Trustee of Collett Park may have an interest in the
matter.
Cllr Marsh then rejoined the meeting.

119319/000
Walker

Mr N A Dyer,
21 Westfield

Two storey side extension and front
and rear porches (DEL)

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous
vote – Recommend Approval.

101512/005
Foster

Mr C Wilson,
10 High Street

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous
vote – Recommend Approval.

Fix A3 plaque on front elevation
(297mm x 420mm) (DEL)

Full

LBC –
alter/ex
tend

128./06 Other Planning Matters
a) Silk Close Application – Letter from the Residents of Silk Close, Cowl Street and Meadow
Rise received thanking the Council for consideration and recommending refusal of the
application and the very valid points raised with this resolve
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above matter is noted.
b) Recess Meeting and Executive Resolve – Members considered the existing policy of
executive empowerment to Planning Applications received and to be considered during the
month of August (recess).
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Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Champion by a unanimous vote, that
executive empowerment if afforded to the Planning Chairman in consultation with the
Chairman, Vice Chairman and Clerk of the Council to consider and resolve Planning
Applications received during the month of August (recess) and the resolves to be report to
and ratified by Council at the September 2006 meeting.
129./06 SCC Community Woodland Initiatives – Community & Leisure Portfolio - SCC
intends to encourage the establishments of new Community Woodlands where they will be
accessible to residents of some of the main towns in Somerset. Request expressions of
interest and details by completion of a form.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Marsh, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous vote, that the
matter is worth progressing. The Portfolio Holder and Clerk are to complete and submit the
expression of interest form by the required date. Areas of Martins lane, The Ridge and behind
Compton Road may be suitable. The Duchy of Cornwall is also to be contacted and invited to
assist. Matter is to be reviewed further at the September 2006 meeting of Council.
130./06 – Collett Park Contractors Quarterly Report – Collett Park Portfolio – Mr Jerry
Cole, Contracts Manager, Quadron Services presented the written report previously supplied
to all members and attached to these minutes. The matter of clearing of the lake was raised
and Quadron confirmed that the Drifters Boat Club were unable to continue with volunteer
assistance and the work would now be done by Quadron with some increased mechanical
assistance and undrtaken during the week in lieu of weekend. Concern was raised as to the
number of weeds within the beds and possible liability, ownership and repair to the failing
stone boundary walling to the Park and Somerset Close residential properties. Members
congratulated Quadron as to the recent clearance of blanket weed from the lake and also how
nice the park was looking at the moment. Mr David Littlewood, Senior Contracts Manager was
introduced and addressed Council, informing that he had been in the post for a month and
had come from managing the parks with Bath, he was also a Britain In Bloom judge. His role
would be to work in partnership with the Council and liaise between Jerry Cole and the
Council. He intended to attend future meetings of the Council and looked forward to the
challenges ahead to seek improvements to what he considered a superb asset to the town.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by unanimous vote, that the
Contractors Quarterly Report dated July 2006 as attached to these minutes is noted.
131./06 – Annual Independent Play Equipment Inspection to Collett Park – Collett Park
Portfolio
Independent report was received from Wicksteeds Leisure with no major or immediate
matters for action. Quadron had been requested to review, provide recommendations and
costs if applicable by 25 August for agenda and consideration of Council at the 5 September
2006 meeting.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted and that the Council further review the
matter at the September 2006 meeting.
132./06 – Alcohol Restriction Order – Collett park Portfolio
With Councils permission this matter was considered due to the short timescale for action and
forthcoming recess period. The Clerk provided update that the Order was progressing with
both MDC and the Police. It was estimated the Order would be concluded at the end of
September and there was a requirement for appropriate signage to be erected at the
entrances of all areas concerned before the Order could be finalised and enforced. It was
emphasised that this was a Restriction Order used with anti-social behaviour and not an
Alcohol Ban. The number of the signs, the text to be used and the costs were yet to be
ascertained by the Clerk who hoped to work in partnership with MDC with perhaps a combined
order for supply with MDC funding the signs for West Shepton playing fields.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Bartlett by a vote of 8 For and 2
Against that the Council proceed with supply and fitting of appropriate signs within Collett
Park entrances as required for the Alcohol Restriction Order. Executive empowerment is
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afforded to the Portfolio Holder, the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Clerk to proceed with the
design, supply, fitment and associated expenditure.
133./06 – Footpath Booklet Project – Footpath Portfolio
Members considered a written report provided with the agenda (attached to these minutes)
relating to the project which was now overdue and final decisions were urgently required.
Members considered the name of the booklet, the design of the cover, the possible
sponsorship from public houses, the selling price, distribution and sell or return criteria. The
amendments to increased content and upgrading of the printing specification would require
additional negotiations with the nominated supplier.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Champion, Seconded by Cllr Jeremiah by a unanimous vote that
executive empowerment is afforded to The Portfolio Holder, Chairman, Vice-Chairman and the
Clerk to proceed with the project as per attached report from the Clerk, obtaining the
specification required and the total number of prints for the total budget available (£3,320).
The booklet to be named “Walks Around Shepton”, the cover price to be £3.95, the nett costs
to possible retailers on a sell or return basis is to be £2. The booklet is to be made available
for the Ramblers Festival to be held in the town at the end of August 2006.
134./06 – Insurance Low Claims Rebate - Administration Portfolio
Low Claims rebate for 2005-2006 had been received for the sum of £405.56. This will be
repaid from the insurers by way of reduced monthly standing order instalments throughout
this current year period.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah by a unanimous vote, that the
matter is noted.
135./06 - External Audit of Accounts Year Ending 31 March 2006 - Administration
Portfolio
External auditor’s certificate and clean opinion of the Annual Return and Financial Accounts for
year ending 31 March 2006 had been received from Moore Stephens, external auditor with a
copy provided to all members along with an attached letter not affecting the auditor’s opinion
attached for consideration. The Clerk / RFO had submitted a report (attached to these
minutes) on the whole matter for Councils consideration. Some concern was raised as the
need to increase Fidelity Guarantee Insurance cover especially with the internal controls
already in place. The Clerk informed that the Notice of Completion of Audit was now displayed
at public information points with public inspection available from 1st to 16th August 2006.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Champion, by a vote of 11 For and 1
Against, that the Audited Annual Return and Supporting Letter is noted. The report submitted
by the Clerk / RFO (attached to these minutes) is fully endorsed and all recommendations are
agreed, these being applicable to the attached auditor’s letter as follows;
1 – Total Cash and Investments – To be noted.
2 – Expenditure Decisions – Additional Internal Control documentation relating to the
procedure to ensure all payments are lawful if approved and to be reviewed on an annual
basis in July as were all other Risk Assessment and Internal Control documents.
3 – Fidelity Guarantee Insurance – Cover be increased with immediate effect from
£75,000 to £120,000 at an annual premium (to be charge pro-rata) of £93.86.
136./06 – Charitable Trusts Annual Return & Update Information - Administration
Portfolio
Annual Returns applicable to Shepton Mallet Recreation Ground Trust 1040673 & Shepton
Mallet War Memorial Charity 204004 have been completed by the Clerk / RFO and submitted
to the Charity Commission.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Shearn, seconded by Cllr Champion, by unanimous vote, that the
matter is noted.
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137./06 Finance
a) Accounts for Payment by Cheque
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Jeremiah, seconded by Cllr Lovell, by a vote of 11 For and 1
Abstention, that payments made by Cheque for August 2006 as per Appendix “A” attached to
these Minutes, be approved.
b) Accounts previously paid by Direct Debit
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Jeremiah, seconded by Cllr Lovell, by a vote of 11 For and 1
Abstention, that payments made by Direct Debit for August 2006 as per Appendix “A” as
attached to these Minutes be approved.
c) Confidential Salaries for Payment by Cheque
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Jeremiah, seconded by Cllr Lovell, by a vote of 11 For and 1
Abstention, that the Confidential Salary Payments for August 2006 as per Appendix “A”
(Confidential Section) attached to these Minutes be approved.
d) Income
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Jeremiah, seconded by Cllr Lovell, by a vote of 11 For and 1
Abstention, that Income received for August 2006 as per Appendix “A” attached to these
Minutes is noted.
Cllr Inchley, Lockey and O’Connor then left the meeting not to return.
138./06 Confidential Session Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Jeremiah, seconded by Cllr Lovell, by unanimous vote, that, in
view of the nature of the business to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that
the press and public be excluded, which was duly complied with.
a) Office Workload and Staffing levels
Following a request by the Portfolio Management Group (PMG) at the meeting held on the 30
June 2006 a confidential report had been collated by the Clerk and distributed to all members
with the agenda. Members considered the various options and recommendations put forward
in the report.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Marsh, seconded by Cllr Taylor, by unanimous vote, that Option 3
of the Clerks confidential report is approved and implemented as soon as practical. Members
nominated for the meeting if needed are Cllr Shearn and Marsh. Any appeal is to be dealt with
by the Chairman and Vice-Chairma n of the Council.
b) Survey of War Memorial Structure
The Clerk provided a summary report to all members at the start of the meeting. Funding for
the works had been verbally agreed via the 106 agreement and recommendations from the
Architect, Beech Tyldesley and quotations for the work received consideration.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Champion, by unanimous vote, that the works to carry out above
ground level internal and below ground plinth / foundations inspection and report on the
structure of the War Memorial as existing is to proceed and that executive empowerment is
afforded to the Chairman, Vice Chairman and the Clerk to agree with Beech Tyldesley and
MDC Conservation Officer the final method statement and content of the works with an overall
budget to a maximum of £4,000, to be reimburse by way of the 106 agreement.
139./06 Agenda Matters for the Next Meeting
The next meeting is to be held on 5 September 2006 at 7.00pm in the Mendip District Council
Chamber.
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The Chairman thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 9.45pm.

Councillor
Chairman

Signature_____________
_____/_____/_2006
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A P P E N D I X
Cheque
No

Payee

Code

2150
2151
2152
2153
2154

HW Signs Shepton Mallet
Capita Business Services Ltd
HW Signs Shepton Mallet
Midsomer Norton Marching Brass
Somerset County Council

6080
5300
6070
6070
6070

2155

5040

2156
2157

Moore Stephens Chartered
Accountants
Age Concern Somerset
Mr N Jeremiah

2158

Wicksteed Leisure

Payments by Direct Debit
30/6/06
Quadron Services Limited
28/6/06
Somerset County Council
30/6/06
Cleanaway Limited
3/7/06
Market Towns
4/7/06
CGU Bonus

“ A ”
Total
Payment

Goods Supplied
Collett Park - Signs
Stationery / Printing / Laminate posters
Collett Festival - Banner amendments
Collett Festival - Marching Band
Collett Festival - Hire of St Pauls School
Hall
External Audit 2006

£
£
£
£
£

1,546.30
11.52
29.38
75.00
27.50

£

763.75

£
£

2,000.00
48.48

6085

Community Project - Drop In Centre
Town Centre Events Repayment (see
income)
C/Park - Annual Inspection Play Equipment

£
£

94.00
4,595.93

6000/6005
5010
6020
5315
5200/6090

Collett Park Ground Care Contract
Pension Contributions
Collett Park - Waste Disposal
Monthly hosting of website
Insurance Premium

£
£
£
£
£

2,511.22
483.04
46.96
70.50
350.60

Sub Total

£

3,462.32

Total =

£

8,058.25

£

1,188.64

Total

£

1,188.64

Grand Total

£

9,246.89

7040
6070

CONFIDENTIAL PAYMENTS
2134

Date
28-Jun
28-Jun

21-Jun
28-Jun
20-Jul
25-Jul

Graham H Brown

Income
Zoe Wood
Mr Phillips
HMC VAT
Business Bank Account
Collett Festival
N Jeremiah

5000

Code

6070

Town Clerk - August Salary 2005

Total
Deposit

Category of Income
Collett Festival - Trade Stand
Damage to WR Allotment trough
VAT Reclaim
Bank Interest - Monthly
Various Stalls
Town Centre Events - Sponsorship

Total Income =

Councillor R.R. Champion
Chairman

Signature________________

Councillor M. Lovell
Vice Chairman

Signature________________

£
£
£
£
£
£
£

40.00
45.81
2,276.49
221.35
29.70
50.00
2,663.35

Date_____________

Date_____________
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To ratify executive resolves of Council items a) to i) voted at a closed executive meeting
held during the recess period on Tuesday 15 August 2006 as follows;
Members present; Cllrs Bartlett, Champion, Inchley, Fone, Shearn(6.05pm) & Taylor.
Apologies; Cllrs Jeremiah, O’Connor, Marsh & Robinson.
a)

109810/001
Foster

Bread Rooms Store
Church Lane

Fix A3 Plaque on front elevation (DEL)

Exec Resolve;

By Unanimous Vote - Recommend Approval

b)

Tesco Stores Ltd
Mendip Avenue

A10918/004
Foster

Erection of display panel (DEL)

Exec Resolve;

By Unanimous Vote - Recommend Approval

c)

Mr S Bailey
22 Leg Square

113701/002

Fix A3 plaque to Boundary wall (DEL)

Exec Resolve;

By Unanimous Vote - Recommend Approval

d)

Mr & Mrs JC & S
Voisey
1 Nightingale Grove

119361/000
Taylor

Erection of conservatory to North East
Elevation (Board)

Exec Resolve;

By Unanimous Vote - Recommend Approval

e)

T Lawnrose
Land at rear of 8 Kyte
Road

118803/001
Boustead

Exec Resolve;
f)

PC/030955/01
4/JF

Erection of a dwelling (DEL)

LBC – Alter
/ extend

Advert’mnt

LBC – Alter
/ extend

Full

Reserved
Matters

All members collectively made a declaration as to a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in
the matter in relation to Collett Park as each member of the Town Council is a Trustee
but that dispensation has been afforded in the matter from the Standards Committee in
July 2003 for the life of the current Council (until April 2007).
By Unanimous Vote - Recommend Approval
SCC – Shepton Mallet
Community Infants
School
Waterloo Road

Construction of new Children’s Centre and
School Hall to replace existing Nursery and
Hall

Full

Exec Resolve;

Cllr Inchley declared a Personal Predudical Interests in this and remaining matters and
left the meeting not to return.
By Unanimous Vote - Recommend Approval

g)

Delecamp (UK) Ltd
1 Mendip Avenue

105941/046
Dahm

Erection of extension to warehouse (Del)
Note; Previous application 4/4/06 SMTC
Recommended Approval – MDC Refused.

Exec Resolve;
h)

21 Draycott
Road –
101314/004

By Unanimous Vote - Recommend Approval

Note 19/7/06 SMTC Recommended refusal and MDC have now
granted permission.

Exec Resolve;

By Unanimous Vote that the matter is Noted

i)

MDC request via developer, Mr Roderick Thorner to kindly reconsider
the adoption of the full name “Richard Spencer Road” following our
consideration in May 2006.

Road Naming

Exec Resolve;

Full

Road
Naming

By Unanimous Vote – that the Council reconfirm its previous resolve in requesting only
the surname is used “Spencer Road” as was the case in many previous road name
adoptions many of which related to Sheptonians and /or persons that had worked long
and hard both in and for the Town.

Minutes of the Meeting of the Shepton Mallet Town Council held on 5
September 2006, in the MDC Chamber, Cannards Grave Road, Shepton Mallet.
Present: Chairman - Councillor R.R. Champion
Cllrs: Mrs J.D. Bartlett, Mr M.M. Cann, Mr C.C. Inchley, Mr C.F. Lockey, Mr M. Lovell, Mrs L.A.
Manvill, Mr T.S. O’Connor, Mrs M.R. Robinson and Mr N. F. Shearn.
Mr Paul Frampton, Chairman of Shepton 21 Group, seven members of the public and one member
of the press were in attendance. The Chairman opened the meeting, welcoming members and
the general public. A brief was provided on Health & Safety requirements including emergency
evacuation and assembly point procedures. A further brief was provided as to the use of the
Induction Loop facility for users of hearing aids, use of the microphones was emphasised and
informed that the meeting would be audio-taped for internal use only.
140./06 Apologies
commitments).

for

Absence

–

Cllrs

Fone,

Jeremiah,

Marsh

and

Taylor

(all

family

Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above Apologies are accepted.
141./06 Shepton 21 Update – Mr Paul Frampton, Chairman
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting be adjourned for the purpose of a presentation and update from Shepton 21 with an
invitation for members of the public to undertake a question and answer session with Mr Paul
Frampton regarding his presentation/update.
Mr Paul Frampton informed that Shepton 21 had taken some three years to produce their
Strategic Plan, the next phase of which was implementation. His recent work included visiting
three other towns, all of which had been successful with an MCTI bid, the same as Shepton 21,
and which had all set up development trusts to take the matter forward. The towns included
Langport, Tidworth and one other. He informed that the RDA and MDC had set up Shepton 21
which had been formed a group of volunteers, and that the structure needed to be sorted out for
the next phase. He wished to set up an executive group made up of business, economic, political
and social groups with the volunteer group of Shepton 21 underneath the executive. He had
requested MDC to arrange a meeting with this in mind which is programmed for 3 October. Mr
Frampton considered that there had been a possible conflict of interest with the Bath & West, and
a corporate alliance had now been agreed which addressed this conflict.
The main ethos of this update was that the whole town and all parties needed to work together to
make the plan a success and to follow things through, with common objectives, and that a
comprehensive range of proposed projects should be focused to a total of three in the first
instance. He considered that the logical first three projects should be the Civic Hall / CATEC
centre, High Street addressing concerns regarding the environment and forming successful links
with the Bath & West facility and all the hinterlands. MDC had agreed to provide 75% of Mr Guy
Braga’s time as Project Officer for Shepton 21 and requested that the Town Council provide
administrative support and assistance if possible.
The Tourist Information Centre was moving to new premises and he hoped that they would
become the community front and voice of Shepton 21 within the town centre. Mr Frampton
emphasised that he would only continue to chair Shepton 21 and strive to make it a success for
the regeneration of the town, if all parties agreed to work together with common objectives and
goals and requested that a “line in the sand” be drawn and that all parties look forward in a
positive manner. Mr Frampton then took questions from members of the public and responded
directly.
Mr Stride confirmed that he had criticised Shepton 21 in the past and had deep concerns
however, following Mr Frampton’s presentation, he was fully convinced that this was the way
forward although he still had concerns regarding the District Council. Mr Will Dunscombe
confirmed that he had been suspicious in the first instance but was now happy to support
Shepton 21.
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The Chairman then thanked Mr Paul Frampton, confirming to members that he wished now to
proceed to Public Forum and that, following Public Forum when the Council went back into
session, members could have further debate with Mr Frampton.
142./06 Public Forum - Notes of the points raised were taken for internal use only.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting now be brought back into session.
143./06 Shepton 21 – Briefing by Mr Paul Frampton – Members undertook a question and
answer session with Mr Paul Frampton. Cllr Bartlett requested a breakdown of expenditure so far
with Shepton 21 and understood that there was a budget of some £60,000 left. Mr Frampton
confirmed that he would try and provide that information. Several members considered that the
volunteer group of Shepton 21 should be congratulated for their work to date and that they
should be assured of the loyal support of the Town Council. Mr Paul Frampton once again raised
the issue that the reason for coming to the Town Council was to ensure that all parties would be
working together in a positive manner and going forward with agreed common objectives. In
return he would agree to chair and lead Shepton 21 to the best of his ability. Once again he
requested the Town Council to consider assistance with administrative support.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Lockey, by unanimous vote, that the Town
Council fully support Mr Frampton and Shepton 21’s proposals and that the Council would wish to
be positively engaged and to play a positive future role in Shepton 21.
The Chairman then thanked Mr Paul Frampton for his very informative and positive briefing and
update. Mr Paul Frampton then left the meeting.
144./06 Members Declarations of Interests
a) Planning Application 114117/001 – 42 Whitstone Road – Cllr Bartlett declared a
Personal & Non-Prejudicial Interest in the matter as she was known to the applicant;
b) Planning Application PC/030955/01 – Community Infants School – Cllr Inchley
declared a Personal & Prejudicial Interest in the matter as his sister worked for the school;
c) Planning Application 105941/046 – 1 Mendip Avenue – Cllr Inchley declared a
Personal & Prejudicial Interest in the matter as the applicant was next to his former employer;
d) Planning Application 114117/001 – 42 Whitstone Road – All members collectively
made a declaration of a Personal & Non-Prejudicial Interest in the matter as the Town Council
owned the Whitstone Road allotment site to the rear of the property.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above declarations are noted and duly recorded.
145./06 Chairman’s Announcements
Mary Bailey Playground, Frome – The Chairman confirmed that he had attended the Opening
Event on Sunday 6 August and the project had cost some £125,000, partly achieved by funding
from Somerset County Council; HERS Update – The Chairman had attended a tour around the
town reviewing all the ongoing HERS project buildings on 22 August and confirmed that the
properties were now under a weekly inspection before any grant monies were being paid out;
TENON Group Buy-out – The Chairman was pleased with the nine Directors’ buy-out of Tenon
and that the company had reverted to its previous name of “The Old Mill”, and that hopefully it
would continue to prosper and provide additional jobs for the town; Town Clock Repairs – The
Chairman wished to thank Mr Terry Marsh and Mr Don Clifford for their tenacity in obtaining entry
and undertaking repairs to the town clock, which was now working; Strawberry Line Project –
The Chairman confirmed that he had attended a meeting at Wells this morning; Christmas
Lights – The Chairman confirmed that he had attended a meeting in the Town Council offices this
morning, whereby details of this year’s scheme was discussed and it was hoped that the Chamber
of Commerce would now get things moving; Rev. Liz Smith – Sabbatical – The Chairman
confirmed that the Rev. Liz Smith is now away from 1 September until the end of November.
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146./06 Minutes
The Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 1 August 2006 were considered for
accuracy and content.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, with a vote of 9 For & 1
Abstention, that the Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 1 August 2006 be approved as
a true record and signed by the Chairman.
147./06 Matters Arising from the Minutes
Minute No. 129./06 Community Woodland Initiative Update – The Clerk confirmed that a
positive response had been received from the Duchy of Cornwall and the application submission
had been sent to Somerset County Council with a request for them to arrange a meeting of
stakeholders. A subsequent response had been received from the County Council requesting the
Town Council to arrange a meeting of stakeholders and to identify on plans supplied possible
geographical areas/sites prior to the meeting.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, by a unanimous vote, that Cllrs Marsh and Manvill are
requested to review the site map and the application and to bring forward worked-up proposals to
a future meeting of Council for consideration.
148./06 Other Council Updates – Cllr Robinson confirmed that Somerset County Council were
providing a Hedgeland Award which would provide grants of £50 upwards in order to fund
protection and enhancement of the countryside. Cllr Robinson also provided an update to Mendip
District Council’s policy and procedures regarding dog waste and litter bins. There had now been
a change in policy whereby the bins to be supplied were provided with a different specification
and were less expensive than previously; also that the charges levied to the Parish Councils for
the emptying of dog-bins had now been reduced. Members considered that extra bins may be
required both in the town centre and around the town, and that the matter should be reviewed at
precept consideration.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted.
149./06 Matters to be Noted
a) A Somerset
a Mayors’
) Charity
Event

Invite to all Councillors, function to be held Saturday 16 September
2006 between 11am and 4pm. Includes guided tours around the
caves and attractions. Hard copy posted to all members.

b) B H M Prison
)

Boards Report for Cornhill, Shepton Mallet for 2005/2006 received
and available from SMTC Office.

c) c Fidelity
Insurance

Councils Insurers confirm upgraded to £120,000 cover at additional
premium £61.71.

d)

Local
Environment
Quality

Comprehensive Town & Parish Guide provided on all aspects from
Litter through to Anti-Social Behaviour and available from SMTC
Office.

e)

Community
Council

AGM Agenda, Minutes of previous AGM and Annual Report all
received, Invite to AGM to be held at Broadway Village Hall, Taunton
on Tuesday 19 September 2006 at 7.30pm

f)

Reserve
Account

SMTC Reserve Fund Account current balance of £524,969.59 which
the interest rate has been increased to 4.95% paid gross

g)

Parish
Forum

The Clerk confirmed that the next Parish Forum would take place on
Monday, 11 September 2006 in the MDC Chamber starting at
7.00pm. The agenda had been emailed to all members with a further
copy available from SMTC office.

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Cann, by unanimous vote, that matters a) to
g) above are noted.
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150./06 Planning Applications
a)

119385/000
PG29 Walsh

Resolve:

b)

114117/001
Jarrold

Resolve:

A N Milton
Newbridge House
Back Lane,
Darshill

Felling of Ash tree in a conservation
area (DEL)

CA
Felling
Trees

Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Lockey, by unanimous
vote – Recommend Approval subject to re-planting of 7 or 8 trees as
stated by the applicant to the approval of MDC Tree Officer.
Mrs S Biggs
42 Whitstone
Road

Creation of new access (DEL)
Recommend
consideration
to
Declaration of Interest as this
Councils
Owns/operates
the
allotment site to rear of this property
not effected by these proposals.

Full

Proposed by Cllr Lockey, seconded by Cllr Champion, with a vote of 8
For & 1 Abstention - Recommend Approval.

151./06 Other Planning Applications – Council was requested to ratify executive resolves of
Council as voted at a closed executive meeting held during the recess period on Tuesday, 15
August 2006.
a)
b)

109810/001
Foster
a)
Exec Resolve:

c)

b)

A10918/004
Foster
Exec Resolve;

d)
e)
g)

113701/002

Bread Rooms
Store
Church Lane

Fix A3 Plaque on front elevation
(DEL)

By Unanimous Vote - Recommend Approval
Tesco Stores Ltd
Mendip Avenue

Erection of display panel (DEL)

d)

119361/000
Taylor

Exec Resolve:

e)

118803/001
Boustead

Advert’
mnt

By Unanimous Vote - Recommend Approval
Mr S Bailey
22 Leg Square

Fix A3 plaque to Boundary wall
(DEL)

c)
Exec Resolve:

LBC –
Alter /
extend

LBC –
Alter /
extend

By Unanimous Vote - Recommend Approval
Mr & Mrs JC & S
Voisey
1 Nightingale
Grove

Erection of conservatory to North
East Elevation (Board)

Full

By Unanimous Vote - Recommend Approval
T Lawnrose
Land at rear of 8
Kyte Road

Erection of a dwelling (DEL)

Reserv’
d
Matters

All members collectively made a declaration as to a Personal and
Prejudicial Interest in the matter in relation to Collett Park as
each member of the Town Council is a Trustee but that
dispensation has been afforded in the matter from the Standards
Committee in July 2003 for the life of the current Council (until
April 2007).
Exec Resolve:

By Unanimous Vote - Recommend Approval

4

f)

PC/030955/
014/JF

Exec Resolve:

105941/046
Dahm
g)

Exec Resolve:

h)

21 Draycott
Road –
101314/
004
Exec Resolve:

i)

Road Naming

Exec Resolve:

SCC – Shepton
Mallet
Community
Infants School
Waterloo Road

Construction of new Children’s
Centre and School Hall to replace
existing Nursery and Hall

Full

Cllr Inchley declared a Personal Predudical Interests in this and
remaining matters and left the meeting not to return.
By Unanimous Vote - Recommend Approval
Delecamp (UK)
Ltd
1 Mendip
Avenue

Erection
of
extension
warehouse (Del)

to

Note;
Previous
application
4/4/06
SMTC
Recommended
Approval – MDC Refused.

Full

By Unanimous Vote - Recommend Approval

Note 19/7/06 SMTC Recommended refusal and MDC have now
granted permission.
By Unanimous Vote that the matter is Noted
MDC request via developer, Mr Roderick Thorner to kindly
reconsider the adoption of the full name “Richard Spencer Road”
following our consideration in May 2006.
By Unanimous Vote – that the Council reconfirm its previous
resolve in requesting only the surname is used “Spencer Road”
as was the case in many previous road name adoptions many of
which related to Sheptonians and /or persons that had worked
long and hard both in and for the Town.

Cllr Inchley bought to members’ attention the fact that a letter of objection had been received
from a resident of Collett Avenue on 21 August which had been copied to all councillors in respect
of Planning Application 118803/001, which related to land to the rear of 8 Kyte Road. This letter
was received after the executive meeting decision, however members considered that, although
they had great sympathy with the contents of the letter and the objection, outline planning
permission had already been granted previously and therefore there was little that could be done
in this matter.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Cann, by unanimous vote, that the
executive resolves of the Council to items a) to i) considered at a closed executive meeting held
during the recess period on Tuesday, 15 August 2006 are ratified and approved by Council.
152./06 Little Ostry Development Appeal – Langdale Western Limited – The result of the
appeal had been informed by the Planning Inspectorate whereby permission had been refused
and the appeal dismissed on all accounts. The Chairman considered that the Planning
Inspectorate had agreed with the Town Council on all aspects raised in the Town Council’s letter.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted.
153./06 Wolff Stone – Units 9, 10 & 10a Fosse Lane Industrial Estate – The Council had been
informed of the date of a public enquiry which was now set for 6 February 2007 at 10.00am in
the MDC Chamber. Members raised some concern that the public enquiry was to be held during
August/September 2006 and requested the reason why it had been put back to such a late date
as February 2007.
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Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Manvill, seconded by Cllr Shearn, by unanimous vote, that the matter
is noted and that the Council write to the Planning Inspectorate requesting the reason for the
date of the public enquiry being put back until the February 2007 date. Members also agreed that
the Town Council should provide a representative to this meeting and a reminder should be set in
the diary.
154./06 War Memorial – Properties Portfolio
The Chairman provided a short opening speech, which included the reasons for deferring the
matter at a previous meeting and highlighted raising the responsibility of the trustees who had a
duty of care towards the safekeeping of the War Memorial structure. Following various meetings
and confirming clear information, the Clerk had submitted a report (attached to these Minutes)
providing detailed plans and layouts of the location of the War Memorial and the new highway
proposals, along with a report from Beech Tyldesley, the Town Council’s architects, in the matter,
and provided three options for Council’s consideration. The Clerk also read out in full a letter from
Major General Ray Pett CB MBE dated 25 July which was not read out at the previous meeting of
Council, but which provided support of the Royal British Legion to the repositioning of the
structure.
There then followed a very lengthy and somewhat heated debate whereby individual members
views and opinions appeared to be split. At one point a member of the public interrupted
proceedings, standing up and raising his voice in protest. Both the Chairman and Vice-Chairman
stood up, the Vice-Chairma n and one other member went to leave the room and then the
member of the public left the meeting not to return. The Chairman apologised to members for the
disruption and the meeting and consideration reconvened.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Lockey, with a vote of 6 For, 2 Against & 2
Abstentions, that Option 1 of the Clerks report dated 14 August 2006 is approved with the
amendment that the Clerk’s current instruction is to continue to include the structural survey, to
provide supporting and substantive evidence towards any future repositioning methodology
and/or future restoration/maintenance of the structure but that the structure remain in its current
location while the development work to Tesco’s, the Townsend roundabout and Station Road take
place. Also that, in principle, the Town Council wish to hold a referendum on the possible
repositioning of the War Memorial to be held, if possible, to coincide with the May 2007 Council
elections and that detailed presentations on the matter should be provided to the community
some time in the New Year.
155./06 Best Kept Allotment Awards – Properties Portfolio
The Chairman confirmed that the Awards Ceremony had taken place prior to the meeting and the
results were as follows:
Whitstone Road Winner Mr Michael Gould; Runner-up Mr & Mrs Holmes; Highly Commended Mr
Clive Gibbons and Commended Mrs Caroline Thorner, Sue Donohoe and Mr Mumford;
Hitchen Lane Winner Mr David Sexton; Runner-up Mr Stephen Altoft; Highly Commended Mr
Graham Freestone and Commended Mrs Sally Barton, the site representative.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Cann, by unanimous vote, that the matter is
noted and thanks be recorded to all those involved.
155./06 Town Clock – Properties Portfolio
Works were now fully complete and invoices received for payment.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by unanimous vote, that the
matter is noted and a vote of thanks is recorded to Mr Terry Marsh and Mr Don Clifford for their
perseverance in the matter and for undertaking the repairs.
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156./06 The Shambles - Properties Portfolio
£500 had been precepted and Council was requested by the Clerk to consider allocation of this
budget and working up a project with a view to clean up, repair and decorate/pres erve the
structure.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by unanimous vote, that a budget
of £500 is allocated to maintenance of The Shambles and that the Clerk draw up a specification
and tender the works for further consideration by Council.
157./06 Play Equipment Inspection and Repairs – Collett Park Portfolio
A report had been received and reported to Council at the August meeting following which,
recommendations and costings had now been received from the contractor, an executive meeting
had taken place and Health & Safety works had been ordered to the play equipment, the disabled
toilets and the park shelter for the sum of £485.29 with the works being ordered with Quadron
Services and that the Portfolio Holder requested ratification of Council.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Inchley, that the contents of the meeting
and the works ordered with Quadron Services as set out in Memo 003 (copy attached to these
Minutes) for the sum of £485.29 is approved in retrospect.
Cllr Lockey then left the meeting not to return.
158./06 Walks Around Shepton Mallet Booklet - Footpaths Portfolio
The Portfolio Leader provided update to the project. A copy of the booklet had already been
distributed to councillors and designated officers within MDC and public members of the
Footpaths Portfolio. The print had been received in good time for issue to the Ramblers for their
festival within the town held over the Bank Holiday weekend. Sponsorship by the public houses
was still being progressed and a request was raised for members to consider places where the
booklet could be distributed on a sale or return basis. The Clerk confirmed that the project had
been delivered on time and within budget. The majority of funding had been provided with
gratitude to Mendip District Council for the sum of £3,100, with the Town Council supplying the
remaining balance of some £900. There are presently some 1,473 booklets still in stock and,
although the project had been a success to date, its Achilles heel and possible failure was now
down to the distribution.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that congratulations are afforded to all those involved in the
project and the Portfolio Holder for all her hard work, and that members assist where they can in
distribution of the booklet to places on a sale or return basis. The booklet should be sold at its
retail value of £3.95 which will return a nett sum to the Town Council of £2.00 per booklet.
159./06 SALC Update and Meetings - Administration Portfolio
Agenda, reports and accounts for Year 2005/06 had been received along with items of interest to
councillors and clerks dated July. The AGM was to be held in North Curry Village Hall on Saturday,
30 September 2006 at 10.30am.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Champion, by unanimous vote, that the
matter is noted and that, in this instance, there would be no participation in the AGM from the
Town Council.
160./06 Publication Scheme Update - Administration Portfolio
The Council’s Freedom of Information Act 2000 scheme documentation had been reviewed by the
Clerk and Portfolio Holder, with the only amendment being the change of address from the Great
Ostry offices to the Town Council’s current location.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Champion, by unanimous vote, that the
updated publication scheme dated 5 September 2006 be approved and duly signed by the
Chairman.
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161./06 Financial Budget/Spend - Administration Portfolio
The budget/actual spend as at 30 September 2006 and a forecast spend for year end had been
submitted by the Clerk and copied to all members with the agenda.
Resolve: by unanimous vote that the matter is noted.
162./06 Electoral Arrangements for Mendip - Administration Portfolio
The outcome of the review had been received from the Boundary Committee of England dated
August 2006 with an executive summary, a copy of which had been provided to all members,
with the Boundary Committee inviting comments and completion of a questionnaire by 7 October
2006. The Clerk confirmed that the new Electoral Roll officer for the District Council, Mr Matthew
Hillier, had been invited and would attend the 3 October 2006 meeting of Council to discuss the
Boundary Committee’s changes for the Mendip area which were minimal within Shepton Mallet.
Costs of the elections may well change due to additional requirements.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted.
163./06 Street Trading Licence Function – Administration Portfolio
Mendip District Council confirmed that, as of December 2005, this function had been devolved to
the Town Council. The Clerk confirmed that he was currently seeking best practice to administer
this function from other councils such as Wells and Glastonbury who were already undertaking
this function and requested members to consider geographical area to include within the Street
Trading Licence function which required submission to the District Council. Members considered
that High Street, the Market Place, Town Street, Church Lane, Paul Street, Commercial Road and
Townsend should be included.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Champion, by unanimous vote, that Cllr
Shearn and the Clerk review the matter and draw up a plan for submission to the next meeting of
Council for further consideration.
164./06 SMTC Office ICT Review – Administration Portfolio
The Chairman, Portfolio Holder and Clerk had carried out a review of the current and future
requirements of the office regarding ICT equipment and a report had been submitted dated 24
August 2006 with the agenda for consideration. Two options had been provided: Option 1 to
purchase items 1) and 4) now at a cost of £265 with a view to precepting items 5) and 6) at an
additional cost of £640; or Option 2 to purchase all items 1), 4), 5) and 6) now at a cost of £905.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Cann, by unanimous vote, that Option 2 of
the ICT Review report of 24 August 2006 (as attached to these Minutes) is approved and that the
Clerk proceed to purchase and supply items 1), 4), 5) and 6) which includes upgrade to the
Clerk’s workstation, a new colour printer, portable laptop and digital camera at a total cost of
£905, with the money coming from the remaining budget within the Administration heading and
any surplus requirement coming from the Contingencies budget.
165./06 Finance
Members considered the scheduled list of payments, to which the Clerk requested two additional
late payments: Cheque no. 2176 to Lloyds TSB Commercial Finance, relating to St Andrews Press
for printing of the Footpath Booklet at a cost of £3,819; and Cheque no. 2177 payable to CH Penn
for engraving of the Chairman’s Chain from 2005 and 2006 at a cost of £12.50.
a) Accounts for Payment by Cheque
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Manvill, by unanimous vote, that
payments made by Cheque for September 2006 as per Appendix “A” attached to these Minutes,
be approved including the two additional payments of Cheque no. 2176 for £3,819 and Cheque
no. 2177 for £12.50.
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b) Accounts previously paid by Direct Debit
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Manvill, by unanimous vote that payments
made by Direct Debit for September 2006 as per Appendix “A” as attached to these Minutes be
approved.
c) Confidential Salaries for Payment by Cheque
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Manvill, by unanimous vote that the
Confidential Salary Payments for September 2006 as per Appendix “A” (Confidential Section)
attached to these Minutes be approved.
d) Income
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Manvill, by unanimous vote that Income
received for September 2006 as per Appendix “A” attached to these Minutes is noted.
166./06 Shepton Mallet in Bloom
Cllr Manvill confirmed that matters were progressing with the awards ceremony for Shepton
Mallet in Bloom and that she would be attending a meeting in Torquay regarding Britain in Bloom.
Resolve; Council congratulated Cllr Manvill and the in Bloom committee/volunteers for their work
in the current year.
140./06 Agenda Matters for the Next Meeting
One member raised concern regarding the cleanliness of the Market Place area, especially early
on a Sunday morning. However it was agreed that District Cllr Robinson would take this matter
up directly with the District Council in the first instance. No other matters were raised. The next
meeting is to be held on 19 September 2006 at 7.00pm in the Mendip District Council Committee
Room.
The Chairman thanked members for their attendance, apologised for the length of the meeting
and closed the meeting at 9.45pm.

Councillor R. R. Champion
Chairman

Signature_____________
_____/_____/_2006
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A P P E N D I X
Cheque
No
2159
2160
2161
2164
2164
2165
2166
2167
2168
2169
2170
2171
2172
2173
2174
2175
2176

Payee
SM In Bloom
Alan Connock
Capita Business Services
Mr Adrian Crozier
Mr Adrian Crozier
Mr T Fone
Mr R Champion
Mr T Marsh
Structural Engineering Design
Beech Tyldesley
Mr Don Clifford
Microchipz
G Brown - Repayment
G Brown - Repayment
Great Ostry Picture Framing
Mr Terry Marsh
Lloyds TSB Commercial
Finance

Payments by Direct Debit
31/7/06
Quadron Services Limited
17/7/06
BT
18/7/06
Plusnet Tech Ltd
28/7/06
Somerset CC Pensions
1/8/06
Market Town
31/7/06
Cleanaway Limited
1/8/06
Bristol & Wessex
1/8/06
Bristol & Wessex
1/8/06
Bristol & Wessex
1/8/06
Mendip District Council
2/8/06
CGU Bonus
16/8/06
Plusnet Tech Ltd

Code
6550
6300
5300
6160
6200
5550
5550
6300
6450
6450
6300
5310
5300
5310
5300
6300
6200

“ A ”

Goods Supplied

Total Payment

Annual Grant
Goods to repair Town Clock
Stationery & Printing
50% Allotment Maintenance Contract
50% Footpath Contract inc Station Road
100% Planning Chairmans Allowance
50% Chairmans Allowance
50% Annual Clock Winding Duties
Cenotaph - Structural Plinth
Cenotaph - Architectural work on account
Town Clock Repairs
Upgrade memory for office PC
Allotment Award Frames x 6
Software - Anti Virus/Internet/PDF create
Annual Photograph Picture Frame
Town Clock Repairs
Footpath Booklet Printing

£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£

2,000.00
61.57
32.24
103.16
341.23
76.31
540.00
163.32
229.13
1,570.09
85.00
62.27
20.94
99.91
33.65
120.00
3,819.00

£

9,357.82

6000/6005
5160
5160

Collett Park Ground Care Contract -Feb
Office Lines, Calls & Data
Broadband Subscription

£
£
£

2,511.22
134.23
20.49

5010
5310
6020
6140
6140
6010
5100
5200/6090
5160

Pension Scheme - Monthly Contribution
Website Hosting & Support
Collett Park - Waste Disposal
Allotments - Whitstone Road - Water
Allotments - Hitchen Lane - Water
Collett Park Depot - Water/Sewerage
Quarterly Office Lease / Rent
Insurance Premium
Broadband Subscription

£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£

483.04
70.50
31.91
75.42
33.87
144.10
1,500.00
299.87
19.49

Sub Total

£

5,324.14

Total =

£

14,681.96

Total

£
£
£

1,188.64
447.17
1,635.81

Grand Total

£

16,317.77

CONFIDENTIAL PAYMENTS
2162
2163

Date
1-Aug
10-Jul

10-Aug
11-Aug
18-Aug

Income
TIC / Cllr Shearn
Business Bank Account
Lyn Manvill
HM Customs
McMenamin

Code

Category of Income
Collett Festival Program Sales
Monthly Interest
Sponsorship - Walks Around SM Project
VAT Reclaim
Allotment Rent

Total Income =
Councillor R.R. Champion
Chairman

Signature________________

Councillor M. Lovell
Vice Chairman

Signature________________

Total Deposit
£
£
£
£
£

6.50
189.35
90.00
1,122.96
12.50

£

1,421.31

Date_____________
Date_____________
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Shepton Mallet Town Council held on 19
September 2006, in the MDC Committee Room, Cannards Grave Road, Shepton
Mallet.
Present: Chairman - Councillor R.R. Champion
Cllrs: Mrs J.D. Bartlett, Mr C.C. Inchley, Mr M. Lovell , Mrs J.M. Marsh, Mr T.S. O’Connor, Mr N. F.
Shearn and Mr A. Taylor.
Mr Robin Smith - Chief Executive, and Ms Rachel Levenson – Director of Operations, Mendip
Primary Care Trust; Inspector Paul Richards, Community Sergeant Andy Pritchard and Beat
Officer Edward Hawkins, eight members of the public and no members of the press were in
attendance. The Chairman opened the meeting, welcoming members and the general public. A
brief was provided on Health & Safety requirements including emergency evacuation and
assembly point procedures. As the meeting was held in the Committee Room there was no
induction loop facility or microphones and all councillors and members of the public were
requested to speak clearly and with volume for others to hear.
168./06 Health Care Provision in Shepton Mallet and Future of Shepton Mallet
Community Hospital – Mr Robin Smith, Chief Executive and Rachel Levenson of Mendip
Primary Care Trust provided a 45-minute presentation to Council and the general public
following questions from councillors which had been sent directly to Mr Robin Smith. Mr Smith
confirmed that Mendip Primary Care Trust had no plans to close the facility and that, if they
did, then they would consult with local people in the correct manner. Throughout the theme of
the councillors’ questions he considered reoccurrence of several matters. He would not give
any further categorical assurance that changes or future closure to the facility would not take
place. However, he once again confirmed that there were no plans at present.
The facility was led by demand, the availability of skills and resources and the rhythm of the
st
area. There was debate as to future community hospital facilities and requirements in the 21
century. The whole ethos was not to moving services away but moving services closer to the
community. More and more services were being provided locally and the service provision was
moving with the times, both with technical improvements and the changing requirements.
These would imply that community hospitals may have to be refocused in the way that they
are used. He considered that there were two new facilities within Mendip, with the Mendip
Hospital in Glastonbury and the International Treatment Centre in Shepton Mallet; at nowhere
else in the locality had there been such a rate of investment. Mr Robin Smith considered that
he was a little bit disappointed regarding the alleged closure of the hospital. He considered
that this was alarmist and he pleaded with Council to view it in a positive way.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Inchley, that the meeting be adjourned
for discussions to take place with the general public.
Mr Clive Pearson, a member of the League of Friends of the hospital, was delighted that there
appeared to be no plans to close Shepton Mallet Community Hospital but he was concerned
that Mendip Primary Care Trust (MPCT) was closing on the 2 October and, of all the
surrounding Primary Care Trusts, they had managed the best and kept the finances in the
black. However he did raise concern whether the new PCT would indeed consider it their
priority for Shepton Mallet Community Hospital to remain in Shepton. Mr Robin Smith
responded that this was up to their new Chief Executive to review.
Mr Basset raised concern regarding the fact that, at a previous meeting, Dr Sharpe had
advised that the International Treatment Centre would be in addition, and independent, to the
Community Hospital facility, and considered that this was not now the case. Mr Robin Smith
considered that it was an MPCT remit to provide services that are satisfying the needs of the
community and that it would be a waste of public money and not in their best interests to
uphold facilities which have no purpose or need.
Mr Will Dunscombe enquired whether it was true that the International Treatment Centre
costs more than the National Health Service provision for the same services. Mr Robin Smith
confirmed that the land acquirement and the building was capital and that its funds could not
be used to fund services, it had to be used as an asset. He agreed that, in payment terms, for
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this upgraded service there is a premium which was not a cost-per-care but for the building
etc which had to be written off. A further spin off from the International Treatment Centre was
that it was actually making a profit overall.
Mr Mike Harris enquired whether the X-ray department was to be reinstated in the Community
Hospital. Mr Smith confirmed that the temporary closure had been due to the retirement of
the technician and that, in the interim, Bath Royal United Hospital did not wish to come out to
Shepton Mallet and provide services remotely. However, in the interim, the International
Treatment Centre would assist with their X-ray department which has now cleared the back log, but the problem is still being worked on. However, it was true that they were currently
looking at how the facility of the Community Hospital may change. Doctors were looking at
further development of the Stroke Unit and possible future use of the Community Hospital to
deal with different and upgraded matters to increase the use of the facility such as a Medical
Assessment Centre which would be very different from its current use. However, this was
work in progress and was still not complete. He acknowledged that all the staff at the
Community Hospital had worked tirelessly and positively in making the existing facility and
services of an excellent standard.
Mr David Selway congratulated Robin Smith on his work as Chief Executive of MPCT but
pleaded with him that the facility should not be closed and that he should consider self-help
such as use of ASBO offenders etc to provide community work and get the building
maintenance done.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, that the meeting now be
bought back into closed session.
Cllr Bartlett informed that the Town Council was fearful of the possible closure of the
Community Hospital, given that the new facility at Glastonbury and the new facility to be built
in Frome would provide a threat to the services of the Community Hospital in Shepton Mallet.
Robin Smith once again reiterated that well-managed and well-utilised Community Hospitals
are part of the future of the Primary Care Trust. However, as they continue to develop more
services this would indeed have an impact in the requirement of facilities such as the
Community Hospital in the next 5-6 years. He considered that the model of care may change
in the future and hence the facilities would need to change also.
Cllr Inchley thanked Robin Smith for his work within Mendip Primary Care Trust on behalf of
the community and congratulated the Primary Care Trust and all their staff on the
International Treatment Centre which provided an excellent service and had made a real
impression on the people of the town. However, he did raise concern at the significant
changes in the midwifery provision with very little, or no, consultation. The Windsor Day
Hospital facility had now closed, which had appeared to be a foregone decision and therefore
these matters all bought about a reduction in confidence and consultation of the Primary Care
Trust in its dealings with the community. Robin Smith replied that the matters of midwifery
provision were very complex, however the matter had been reviewed and consultation would
begin shortly over a three-month period relating to these services.
Cllr O’Connor considered that there had been similar problems with mental care provision and
elderly persons’ homes whereby facilities had closed and patients had ended up in hospit als.
He considered that, nationally, billions of pounds had been put into the NHS and many of the
Primary Care Trusts were going into the red which he considered was due to mismanagement.
Mr Robin Smith then completed his presentation, confirming that this was the last time he
would address Council as Chief Executive of the Primary Care Trust. He considered that it had
been a privilege to work within Mendip and he thanked all members of the Council. Members
applauded Mr Robin Smith, who then left the meeting with his director Rachel Levenson.
169./06 Public Forum
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Bartlett, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting be adjourned for the matter to be transacted.
Notes of the points raised were taken for internal use only.
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Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting now be brought back into session.
170./06 Apologies for absence – Cllrs Fone (family), Hurrell (health), Manvill (family) and
Robinson (family).
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above Apologies are accepted.
171./06 Members Declarations of Interests
a)

Healthcare Provision – Shepton Mallet Community Hospital – Cllr Marsh declared a
Personal & Non-Prejudicial Interest in the matter as she works with Mendip PCT;

b)

Planning Applications 112769/004 & 005 – Bowlish Villa, Ham Lane – Cllr Bartlett
declared a Personal & Non-Prejudicial Interest in the matter as she lived in the area;

c)

Planning Application 043072/007 PG29 – Maple House, Princes Road – Cllr Lovell
declared a Personal & Prejudicial Interest in the matter as he was a near neighbour;

Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above declarations are noted and duly recorded.
172./06 Chairman’s Announcements
Shepton 21 – The Chairman confirmed that he had attended a meeting and had fruitful
discussions with the leader of the group and also that he had been invited to attend a working
lunch with them to work up an action plan; Royal United Hospital – The Chairman
confirmed that he had been unable to attend an event, however he had been invited, and
would attend, an opening visit to the RUH and was waiting for a confirmation date.
173./06 Minutes
The Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 5 September 2006 were considered for
accuracy and content.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by unanimous vote, that the
Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 5 September 2006 be approved as a true record
and signed by the Chairman.
174./06 Matters Arising from the Minutes
a)

Minute No. 143./06 Shepton 21
Resolve: by unanimous vote, should a breakdown and balance of the financial affairs
of Shepton 21 not be provided by the next meeting of Council, then the matter is to be
agendaed for the meeting.

b)

Minute No. 153./06 Wolff Stone Public Enquiry – It had been confirmed by
Mendip District Council that the first proposed meeting for the hearing which was to be
held in August 2006 was unacceptable in that the defendant was not available to
attend the enquiry and therefore a further date for the hearing had been set, which
was compulsory for the defendant to attend, and should the defendant not attend then
the meeting would continue without them. The date was also delayed due to the
current workload on the Appeals Officer.

c)

MTCI/Shepton 21 Update – The Chairman confirmed that a meeting had taken place
with Paul Frampton, Leader of Shepton 21 group, at which the action plan was
discussed along with possible short- and long-term support which the Council may
provide to Shepton 21, and that there would be a requirement to meet and review
these proposals prior to the next meeting of the Precept Committee.
Resolve: by unanimous vote that the matter is noted.
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d)

Collett Park Alcohol Restriction Order Signs – The Clerk provided a copy template
of the new signage and confirmed that he had already had the resolve of Council to
progress, supply and fix new signs as required by the Alcohol Restriction Order
applicable to Collett Park, but that he had recently received complaints regarding the
lack of signage applicable to by-laws within the park which was a mandatory
requirement. The Clerk had reviewed the by-laws applicable to Collett Park, the
majority of which he considered were out-of-date. However, there were several ongoing problems which needed to be addressed. One of these related to dogs to be kept
on leads, no cycling and no hard-ball games such as cricket. One member raised
concern as to the requirement for dogs to be kept on leads, the possible prohibition of
young children riding bicycles within Collett Park and the enforcement and possible
fines of members of the public not adhering to the Order. The Clerk confirmed that it
was reasonable and practical for all the signs to be placed on one additional fingerplate and therefore had come back to Council for further resolve in the matter which
needed to be addressed urgently due to the Alcohol Restriction Order becoming legal
as of 22 September 2006. Members accepted that the matter had not been agendaed
but that the matter had been resolved at a previous meeting and there was a
requirement to make a further and urgent resolve in the matter. The price of the
finger-plate signs would be approximately £560 which included supply and fixture.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, with a vote of 6 For & 1
Abstention, that the Clerk proceed to purchase, supply and fix one finger-plate sign to
each of the four sign positions within Collett with four appropriate symbols and signs
relating to the Alcohol Restriction Order, Dogs to be Kept on Leads, No Cycling and No
Hard-ball Games (copy attached to these Minutes).

175./06 Matters to be Noted
a)

A37 / A367
Road Closure

Junction A37 (Shepton to Bristol) and A367 turning to Oakhill / Bath
will be closed (night works) for one week from the 26 September
2006 for highway maintenance / resurfacing works.

b)

SCC Pension
Fund

Annual Report and Financial Statement 2005/2006 received and
available from SMTC Office.

c)

Somerset
Playing
Fields
Association

Annual Report and Accounts for 2005-06 received with notice of AGM
to be held Monday 23 October 2006 at Burnham-on-Sea.

Tesco/
Haskins
Stakeholders
Meeting

Monday 11 September, attended by the Clerk – Confidential notes of
the meeting provided for Cllrs update only with draft timeline.

d)

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous vote, that items a) – d) above are noted.
176./06 Planning Applications
a)

043072/007
PG29 Walsh

Mr D V Wright,
Maple House,
Princes Road

Felling of 2 Conifer trees
Conservation Area (DEL)

in

a

CA
Felling
Trees

Cllr Lovell, having declared an Interest earlier, then left the meeting.
Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded
unanimous vote – Recommend Approval.

by

Cllr

O’Connor,

by

Cllr Lovell then rejoined the meeting.
b)

112769/004
Walker

Mr & Mrs S
Sheridan,
Bowlish Villa,
Ham Lane

Ground floor rear extension and
enlargement of existing first floor rear
extension (DEL)

Full
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Resolve:

c)

112769/005
Walker

Resolve:

Cllr Bartlett, having declared an Interest earlier, then left the
meeting.
Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Taylor, by unanimous
vote - Recommend Approval.
Mr & Mrs S
Sheridan,
Bowlish Villa,
Ham Lane

Ground floor rear extension and
enlargement of existing first floor rear
extension (DEL)

LBCalter/
extend

Cllr Bartlett, having declared an Interest earlier, remained out of the
meeting.
Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Taylor, by unanimous
vote - Recommend Approval.
Cllr Bartlett then rejoined the meeting.

d)

115820/003
Taylor

Mr & Mrs
Hoskins
10 Nightingale
Grove

Erection of conservatory
elevation (DEL)

to

east

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Shearn, seconded by Cllr Taylor, by unanimous vote
– Recommend Approval subject to existing wooden building in
approximately the same location being demolished.

Full

177./06 Household Extension Design Guide (revised, draft) – A questionnaire had been
provided by MDC for feedback comments by the Town Council no later than 25 September
2006.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous vote, that the Household Extension Design
Guide appears acceptable to the Town Council and that the questionnaire is completed and
sent back as required.
178./06 Planning Application 034618/001 - 2 Waterloo Road – Council was informed that,
although they had recommended refusal of this application on 6 June 2006, Mendip had
confirmed approval and that the permission is still exant. MDC had noted the Town Council’s
comments and appreciated that the Council may be disappointed with the outcome.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted.
179./06 South West in Bloom – Community & Leisure Portfolio
Council was most pleased to hear that the town had once again been provided with a silver
gilt award in the South West competition and, for the third year, the town had been provided
with a Special Award which would this year be awarded to Gaymer’s Cider Company. Cllr
Manvill had attended the Awards event at Torquay on behalf of the Shepton Mallet in Bloom
Committee.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted and that the Town Council congratulate
Cllr Manvill and the Shepton Mallet in Bloom team.
180./06 – Victim Support Community Grant Budget – Community & Leisure Portfolio
Members considered the application and also that previous awards of £100 per annum had
been provided from 2002 through to October 2005.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by unanimous vote, that a
community grant of £100 is awarded.
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181./06 – Water Management Partnership – Community & Leisure Portfolio
Somerset County Council inform that they are setting up a single Water Partnership for
Somerset which would replace the Levels and Moors Partnership (LAMP) and the Parrett
Catchment Project (PCP) and invited thoughts and comments of the Town Council. The
Portfolio Holder confirmed that many of these areas were within the parish.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted.
182./06 – Somerset County Council Pension Scheme - Administration Portfolio
Written encouragement had been received from a member of the Pensions Committee
representing the Town Council group to submit a response to consultation of a new-look
scheme.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Shearn, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous vote, that the
Town Council submit and support recommendations relating to the new-look Pension Scheme
recommended by the member representing the Town Council on the Pensions Committee.
183./06 – War Memorial Project - Properties Portfolio
Members were provided with a confidential update from the Clerk which was only required to
be noted. The Clerk also bought to Council’s attention, and provided a verbal update of, a
letter agreed with the Chairman and the Administration Portfolio Holder, which was sent to
the Information Commission and Mr Taffy Stride regarding his request for information, and
the Town Council’s response in respect of the Freedom of Information Act.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted and a copy of the letter sent by the
Clerk to Mr Stride and the Information Commissioner are sent to each councillor for further
information.
184./06 Agenda Matters for the Next Meeting
Market Cross – Cllr Shearn informed that a working paper is to be submitted;
Cleanliness of High Street South – Especially around the takeaway shops. The Clerk is to
request an update from Cllr Margaret Robinson who had agreed previously to take the matter
forward with the District Council. The Clerk was to discuss the matter with Cllr Robinson and,
if no further progress had been made, then the matter should be placed on the agenda.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the matters are noted.
The next meeting is to be held on 3 October 2006 at 7.00pm in the Mendip District Council
Chamber.
The Chairman thanked members for their attendance, apologised for the late finish of the
meeting, which was closed at 9.40pm.

Councillor Mr R.R. Champion
Chairman

Signature_____________
_____/_____/_2006
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Shepton Mallet Town Council held on 3 October
2006, in the MDC Chamber, Cannards Grave Road, Shepton Mallet.
Present: Chairman - Councillor R.R. Champion .
Cllrs: Mrs J.D. Bartlett, Mr T. Fone, Mr C.C. Inchley, Mr N. Jeremiah, Mr C.F. Lockey, Mr M. Lovell ,
Mrs L.A. Manvill, Mrs J.M. Marsh(7.20pm), Mr T.S. O’Connor, Mrs M.R. Robinson, Mr N. F. Shearn
and Mr A. Taylor.
Mr Paul Tomlinson (HER’s Officer MDC), three members of the public and no members of the
press were in attendance.
The Chairman opened the meeting, welcoming members and the general public. A brief was
provided on Health & Safety requirements including emergency evacuation and assembly point
procedures. A further brief was provided as to the use of the Induction Loop facility for users of
hearing aids, use of the microphones was emphasised and informed that the meeting would be
audio-taped for internal use only.
185./06 Adult Learning and Leisure – Presentation by Mr Malcolm Tipper (Widening
Participation Coordinator)
Somerset County Council provided the facility covering Shepton Mallet and Frome with Shepton
having a combined leisure and learning centre in the Town which was funded by the Learning and
Skills Council. The facility offered a range of classes, costing the learner a subsidised fee of
approximately £2 per hour, with concessions for over 60s and this information had been
distributed to all postal addresses. Some of the courses provided national qualifications some to
NVQ level plus the newer progression awards. They had over 300 tutors overall in their
employment and would be planning information days to raise awareness of these courses. A
considerable number of courses such as basic skills, languages and parenting etc, were free of
charge. The least known area of their provision was working with business to promote learning
with a comprehensive range of courses not shown in some brochures. He was currently working
with the Hillmead Community, Shepton 21, MDC and others to promote the full range of course
available and was looking for other groups to help including those hard to reach groups. Grants
were available to assist learning and notes and brochures were available from the Clerk. Malcolm
then participated in a question and answer session with members. He confirmed that the decision
as to what courses to run was a complicated process, statistics lead in the first instance, plus own
ideas from local knowledge. He also confirmed that he obtained information from schools and
worked with school and parents whenever possible. There was a mixture of day and evening
classes. The Chairman thanked Mr Malcolm Tipper for his presentation, who then left the meeting.
186./06 Local Elections 2007 and Future Electoral Arrangements within Mendip –
Presentation by Mr Matthew Hillier (Electoral Services Manager) MDC
Mr Matthew Hillier had now been in the post several months and was currently providing
presentations to all Parish Councils within the district. He also confirmed that there was no
changes to the electoral boundaries within Shepton Mallet, although new financial charges would
apply from next year. Any contested seat within the parish would levy the parish council with
50% of the costs of the election. Postal votes will now require identity such as date of birth and
signature, which will be scanned and verified when returned and this would delay this part of the
electoral count. Ballot papers in the future may require pictures of the candidates. As well as
sending out polling cards they may have to write to all electors which again will increase the cost,
which he estimated to be by some 20% to 30% which would need to be included within the
parish precept. The same rules do not seem to apply to by-elections. Matthew then participated in
a question and answer session with members. He confirmed that there would be a reduced fee if
the parish election comprised of all non-contested seats. He would calculate the estimated cost
applicable to Shepton Mallet and advise as soon as details had been finalised by central
government. He would also provide a summary of all the above information to the Clerk. The
Chairman thanked Mr Matthew Hillier for his presentation, who then left the meeting.
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187./06 Public Forum
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting be adjourned for the matter to be transacted.
Notes of the points raised were taken for internal use only.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting now be brought back into session.
188./06 Apologies for absence – Cllr Mr M.M. Cann (work-email).
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above Apology is accepted.
189./06 Members Declarations of Interests
a)

117223/002 and 119320/001 Planning Applications – Cllr Marsh declared a
Personal and Non-Prejudicial Interest in both applications.

b)

SM Infants School Crossing Patrol – Cllr Inchley declared a Personal and NonPrejudicial Interest in the matter as could be viewed from his residence.

c)

Planning Application 119320/001 Planning Application - All members collectively
made a declaration of a Personal & Non-Prejudicial Interest in the matter as Trustees to
Collett Park on the understanding that there may well be a Restricted Covenant
appertaining to this property relating to Collett Park.

Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above declarations are noted and duly recorded.
190./06 Chairman’s Announcements
The Council have received a post card from Emily Ward, the young lady we helped out with
her sponsorship on a trip to Japan and I quote ‘As I write this I am sat in a Japanese family’s
house as they prepare sushi. Thank you so much for kindly donating to this trip, it has
helped me be where I am right now. I am having the time of my life, Thank You, Emily
Ward’. The Council had received a begging letter from the Dorset & Somerset Air
Ambulance asking us to consider them in our precept for next year. The RUH at Bath is
holding its ‘Forever Friends Appeal’ which used to be the ‘Ted’s Big Day Out’. This is
being held on Friday 13th October and any body can go and have fun. The Mayor of Bath is
holding an afternoon tea party at 15.00hrs and has invited the Chairman, Vice Chairman, or a
fellow Councillor to represent Shepton Mallet. Any volunteers please, see the Clerk later on.
Cllr Shearn and the Chairman had been to the Chamber of Commerce meeting held on
st
nd
21 September and the Chairman attended the Christmas lights meeting on the 22 , the
th
th
CAB meeting on the 25 and last Tuesday 26 went to Wells Town Hall for the Mendip in
Bloom Prize Presentation Evening. This had not been a good evening for Shepton Mallet,
but asked members to consider as to how Shepton Mallet won a prize in the South West part
of ‘Britain in Bloom’ but not Mendip in Bloom. However we should not be negative as town
looked beautiful, but negative reports in media were not helpful. However he considered
congratulations all around.
191./06 Minutes
The Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 19 September 2006 were considered for
accuracy and content.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by unanimous vote, that the
Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 19 September 2006 be approved as a true
record and duly signed by the Chairman.
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192./06 Matters Arising from the Minutes
a) 168./06 Shepton Mallet Community Hospital Possible Closure - Cllr Lockey was not
in attendance at this meeting but from reading the minutes considered that Robin Smiths
presentation and responses was very wary. He was aware of the benchmark that only one
Community facility had to be provided per 100,000 people and this must pose a threat to
the Shepton Mallet Community Hospital. The recent loss of x-ray provision appeared to be
down to ancient equipment, and raised concern as to why this was allowed to run down
without renewal or upgrade. In a recent personal requirement for this service provision he
was redirected to Glastonbury. He considered that serious changes would take place to
the Community Hospital within the next few years although the now ex-chief executive
stated that there were no plans for closure or change but this comment relates to Mendip
Primary Care Trust which is now no longer in existence.
Resolve- Proposed by Cllr Bartlett, Seconded by Cllr Inchley, by a vote of 11 For and 1
Abstention that the Town Council should do all it can to retain the existing facility and we
should pre-empt and work with local doctors, staff and media on this matter. A small group
meeting of approximately 3 members should be held with local GPs in the first instance.
193./06 Somerset County Council
MDC Cllr Margaret Robins provided the update to Safe Route to Schools initiatives which
included the pedestrian crossing to Whitstone and improvements to Waterloo road. However
there was slow progress to date as highways stated that the highway surface would not
accept anti skid finishes. The full reason for the delay was unsure but that the projects were
still on the cards. Cllr Inchley requested Stephen Robinson to write to the SCC Officer dealing
with the matter to progress both projects with more haste.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted.
194./06 Mendip District Council
MDC Cllr Margaret Robinson confirmed that the alleged rumour regarding contamination on
the site was unfounded. There had been some confusion regarding the problems with the High
Street paving as to litter or dirt. It was considered the litter problems had been addressed but
that the greasy stains outside the kebab shop would be pressure washed by MDC only every 6
months so this would imply that the kebab shop should be encouraged to clean up directly
outside their own premise.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted.
195./06 MCTI/Shepton 21 Update
Members were provide with a written summary report (attached to these minutes) following
the Chairmans and Regeneration Portfolio Holders attendance at a meeting held this morning.
Harvey Siggs would Chair the new Shepton 21 executive with one invited representative
coming from the Town Council. Cllr Inchley seeked Councils full support to the Catec Project,
to the other Shepton 21 priority projects and to the restoration of the Market Cross and
upgrade of the Market Place before putting forward a representative. Several members
considered that the Town Council was in favour of the concept but remained concerned as to
the financial sustainianbility of the Catec project. The Clerk should also be tasked to ensure
the legal aspects of any partnership funding due to Shepton 21s status as a non-elected body
and there apparent un-accountability.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that a scoping report and requirement be obtained from
Shepton 21 and the matter to be placed on the next available agenda for Councils further
consideration.
196./06 Matters to be Noted
a)

SM Infants
School
Crossing

Celia Higgs, Headteacher informs Mr Cox undertaking the school
crossing patrol partly funded by this Council has left their
employment. They are actively seeking to fill the vacancy but have
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b)
c)

Patrol

been unsuccessful to date.

Mendip PCT

Annual Report and summary financial statements received for year
2005/2006 – Available from SMTC Office

Midsomerset
Show 2006

Letter of thanks for sponsorship received and request for SMTC
website address to enable links to their site. Agree links

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, Seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by unanimous vote, that
items a) – c) above are noted.
197./06 Planning Applications
a)

b)

c)

d)

103252/008P
G29 Walsh

Mr D Sinclair
Maplestone Hall,
Quarr

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Fone, seconded by Cllr Inchley, with a vote
1 Against and 1 Abstention– Recommend Approval with
comment that this Council would support consideration of the
Officer for the removal of the tree rather than works as there
be much left of the tree in question.

119448/000
Taylor

Mr J Bassett
3 Edengrove,
Leg Square

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Lockey, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by a vote of 12 For
and 1 Abstention vote - Recommend Approval.

117223/002
Langford

Mr P Moate
25 Bishop
Crescent

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Lockey, with a vote of 8
For, 2 against and 3 Abstentions – Recommend Approval.

119320/001
Walker

Mr M Dudden & Mr C
Foley
11, Collett Avenue

Works to 1x Sycamore and 1x Larch in a
conservation area (DEL)

Reopen
existing
external
door
opening, new door and frame and
complete internal landing and three
steps up to existing finished floor
level (DEL)

Two storey extension, to create self
contained flat and dining room
extension (DEL)

Addition of first floor to existing bungalow,
two storey rear extension, front porch and
creation of new access (DEL)
Note – Currently we do not hold copy of
any covenant relating to this property but
recommend possible Declaration of Interest

CA Tree
Works
of 11 For,
additional
MDC Tree
would not

LBCAleter/
extend

Full

Full

All members made a Declaration of a Personal and Non-Prejudical in
the matter as Trustees to Collett Park on the understanding that there
may well be a Restricted Covenant appertaining to this property
relating to Collett Park.
Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr O’Connor with a vote of
12 For and 1 Abstention – Recommend Approval.

198./06 Other Planning matters
a) Plan 114117/001 42 Whitstone Road – Creation of a new access – MDC refused,
SMTC approved 5 September 2006.
b) Appeal Decision Notice – 5 Roundwell Close – Subject to variations of the
requirements and compliance period, the enforcement notice is upheld.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above matters are noted.
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199./06 Portfolio Meeting – Collett Park Portfolio
Council was requested to consider an option to hold a meeting of the Collett Park Portfolio or take
the matter straight to Council for consideration of the following policy and project initiatives
based around the following subject matters;









Bench Seating Policy – Generic type of seat and provision for memorial seats;
Trees – Both reactive maintenance works to tender and proactive new planting schemes;
Stone Walling - Liability and repair especially at the boundary with Mrs Buckler;
Musical Bands - Playing with the Park on a programme of dates;
Public Consultation / Survey to users of the Park by the Contractor;
Green Flag Awards – Possible application and guidance for future improvements;
Possible Hot Air Balloon event;
Play Equipment Upgrade and Expansion to include new gates and fencing.

Members discussed the matter of interpretation and enforcement of Bylaws within Collett
Park. New signage was about to go up and it was requested that the meeting of Portfolio also
be tasked with review of this matter.
Resolve: by a unanimous vote that Collett Park Portfolio next meet on Tuesday 24 October
2006 at 7pm to consider all the above matters and provide a detailed report to Council when
available. The Portfolio Holder is also to attend the MDC meeting on the 20 October regarding
Play Provision and possible availability of funding.
Cllr Lockey then left the meeting not to return.
200./06 Finance
a) Accounts for Payment by Cheque
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Robinson. Seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by unanimous vote that
payments made by Cheque for October 2006 as per Appendix “A” attached to these Minutes,
be approved. The Clerk was thanked for purchasing office equipment on behalf of the Council
by way of his personal credit card due to online purchases and his submitted report and
breakdown of costs was approved (copy attached to these minutes).
b) Accounts previously paid by Direct Debit
Resolve: by unanimous vote that payments made by Direct Debit for October 2006 as per
Appendix “A” as attached to these Minutes be approved.
c) Confidential Salaries for Payment by Cheque
Resolve: by unanimous vote that the Confidential Salary Payments for October 2006 as per
Appendix “A” (Confidential Section) attached to these Minutes be approved.
d) Income
Resolve: by unanimous vote that Income received for October 2006 as per Appendix “A”
attached to these Minutes is noted.
201./06 Agenda Matters for the Next Meeting
The next meeting is to be held on 17 October 2006 at 7.00pm in the Mendip District Council
Chamber.
The Chairman thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 9pm.
Councillor R. R. Champion
Chairman

Signature_____________
_____/_____/_2006
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A P P E N D I X
Cheque
No
2177
2178
2179
2180
2181
2182
2183
2186

“ A ”
Total
Payment

Payee

Code

Goods Supplied

C H Penn
Quadron Services Limited
Microchipz
Mr G Brown
Victim Support
Duchy of Cornwall
H M Customs & Revenue
Capita Business Services

5600
6030/6085
6310
6310
6650
6120
5000-10-20
5300

Chain Of Office - Engraving x 2
Bird food and Wet pour Safety Surface Repairs
PC DVD Facility
Repayment to Clerk for ICT Improvements
Community Grant
50% annual rent Hitchen Lane allotment
2nd Quarter Tax/Ni 2006/07 less rebate
Photocopying September 2006

6000/6005

Collett Park Ground Care Contract -August

5010
6020
5315
5200/6090
5160

Pension Scheme - Monthly Contribution
Collett Park Ground - Waste Collection
Website - Monthly Charge
Insurance Premium
Broadband Subscription

Payments by Direct Debit
30/8/06
Quadron Services Limited
29/8/06
Somerset CC Pensions
31/8/06
Cleanaway Limited
1/9/06
Market Town
4/9/06
CGU Bonus
15/9/06
Plusnet Tech Ltd

£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£

12.50
91.24
39.00
1,029.61
100.00
49.94
1,737.00
9.02
3,068.31

£

2,511.22

£
£
£
£
£

483.04
31.91
70.50
308.76
20.49

Sub Total

£

3,425.92

Total =

£

6,494.23

Town Clerk - Oct Salary 2006
Outstanding Salary & Redundancy Payment
Total

£
£
£

1,188.86
486.00
1,674.86

Grand Total

£

8,169.09

CONFIDENTIAL PAYMENTS
2184
2185

Graham H Brown
Jeanette Lintern

Date

Income

30-Aug
10-Aug
7-Sep
13-Sep
13-Sep

Various
Lloyds TSB Bank
Western Power
MDC
MDC

5000
5000

Code

Category of Income
Footpath Booklet Sales
Business Account Interest
C/Park Wayleave
Final 50% of Precept
Further contribution to Footpath Booklet

Total Income =

Councillor R.R. Champion
Chairman

Signature________________

Councillor M. Lovell
Vice Chairman

Signature________________

Total Deposit
£
£
£
£
£
£

108.90
159.38
2.90
62,068.00
600.00
62,939.18

Date_____________

Date_____________
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Shepton Mallet Town Council held on 17 October
2006, in the MDC Chamber, Cannards Grave Road, Shepton Mallet.
Present: Chairman - Councillor R.R. Champion .
Cllrs: Mrs J.D. Bartlett, Mr J. Gilham, Mr C.C. Inchley, Mr C.F. Lockey, Mr M. Lovell , Mrs L.A.
Manvill, Mrs J.M. Marsh, Mr T.S. O’Connor, Mrs M.R. Robinson and Mr N. F. Shearn.
Paul Tomlinson, Heritage Buildings Officer MDC, Penny Freestone, Police Community Support
Officer (PCSO), four members of the public and no members of the press were in attendance.
The Chairman opened the meeting, welcoming members and the general public. A brief was
provided on Health & Safety requirements including emergency evacuation and assembly point
procedures. A further brief was provided as to the use of the Induction Loop facility for users of
hearing aids, the use of microphones was emphasised along with information that the meeting
would be audio-taped for internal use only.
202./06 Public Forum
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Gilham, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting be adjourned for the matter to be transacted.
Notes of the points raised were taken for internal action and use only.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Robinson, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting now be brought back into session.
203./06 Apologies for absence – Cllrs Fone (work), Jeremiah (family). Cllr Hurrell submitted a
letter in his absence apologising to Council for his non attendance at previous meetings due to
a medical operation that had gone wrong. He requested Council to consider leave of absence
from further meetings for a period of up to four months to allow provision for his recovery.
The Clerk read out the legal requirement in respect of acceptance/recording of apologies and
criteria for extended absence. A letter had been sent by the Chairman of behalf of the Council
wishing him well and a full recovery from his current medical condition.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Lockey, Seconded by Cllr Inchley, by a vote, of 8 For and 3
Abstentions that the above Apologies are accepted and that Cllr Hurrell is provided with
dispensation from further attendance at Town Council meetings for a period of four months.
204./06 Members Declarations of Interests
a)

Planning Application 104838/000 1 Shaftgate Avenue – All members declared a
Personal and Non-Prejudicial Interest in the matter as they were known to Mr Champion
the applicant (Chairman of the Council). Cllr Champion declared a Personal and
Prejudicial Interest in the matter as he was the applicant and owner and would leave the
meeting at the appropriate point.

b)

Planning Application 119464/000 2 West End Courts – Cllr Marsh declared a
Personal and Non-Prejudicial Interest in the matter as an owner of property within the
area.

c)

Market Cross – Cllrs Bartlett, Champion, Lockey, Manvill, Marsh and Shearn all declared
a Personal and Non-Prejudicial Interest in the matter as they were all Trustees of the
Market Cross Charity.

Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above declarations are noted and duly recorded.
205./06 Chairman’s Announcements
Thursday 5 October the Chairman had attended a Civic Hall meeting, Monday 9 October a
meeting regarding the Market Cross and 9am Monday 16 October had attended a welcome
meeting for the new Police Beat Manager Steve Hubbard at the Police Station and at a
location within the Town Centre. Last night he attended a meeting of the Shepton 21
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Executive which had agreed with the three proposed high priority projects of the CATEC, the
Town Centre and improving links between the Town Centre and the surrounding hinterlands.
A meeting of the Steering Group was to be held on Thursday 19 October at the Bath and West
venue at 5pm which was open to volunteer members of the public to attend and participate.
206./06 Minutes
The Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 3 October 2006 were considered for
accuracy and content.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous vote, that the Minutes of the Town Council
Meeting held on 3 October 2006 be approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
207./06 Matters Arising from the Minutes
a)

186./06 Local Elections 2007 and Future Electoral Arrangements within Mendip
- Letter of clarification to Matthew Hillier’s, previous presentation had been received
which confirmed that the Parish by-election requirements were the same as that for
ordinary Parish election except that the requirement for the Returning Officer to write to
each elector “telling them about their vote” is likely to be a discretionary requirement in
respect of a parish by-election.

Resolve: by unanimous vote that the above matter is noted.
b) Possible Closure of the Community Hospital – One member had been in touch with
Dr Sharpe who was over-seeing the transition from Mendip to Somerset Primary Care
Trust and had voiced his opinion that the Community Hospital would not close. Several
other members considered that Dr Sharpe was not stating that the facility would continue
in its present format and that he should be requested to attend a future meeting of
Council to elaborate on his statement. The majority of Councillors considered that the
Town Council should continue to make their strong feelings known both to the transition
group and the new Somerset Primary Care Trust.
Resolve: by unanimous vote that the Town Council raise the concerns regarding possible
closure, change of facility or service provision to the valued Community Hospital directly in
written format to the newly appointed Somerset Primary Care Trust and to consider their
response when received.
208./06 Somerset County Council - SCC Combined Key Points and Actions
Following Parish and Town meetings with SCC, a Combined Key Points and Action Points
listing had been collated (copy attached to these minutes). Full contact details of the Town
Council had been updated with SCC and further information had been provide to SMTC
Administration Portfolio Holder. Cllr Inchley had attended the meeting which collated these
matters and considered that one item left off was Communication Channels where he had
proposed that SCC when consulting with Parishes directly affected by a matter should do so
by way of a meeting with the relevant Parishes to explain, discuss and summary the matter
instead of just mailing out very large, non user friendly documents to all Parish Councils the
majority of which remained unread.
Several members requested update as to progress of the Safe Route to Schools initiatives
with the Town, especially to the proposed Pedestrian Crossing to Charlton Road which was to
serve both pedestrian safety and traffic calming measures. Cllr Robinson confirmed that
matters were slow but still being progressed, that Planning permission had been granted for
the Children’s Centre at Shepton Mallet Infants School and that following an inspection by
SCC Highway officers to Cowl Street they had agreed that no further on street parking should
take place. SCC are also providing funding to assist planting of replacement trees within the
County. One member raised concern as to the visibility of the weight restrictions signs to both
the east and west boundaries of the restriction zone and requested that SCC provide clear
and visible signage such as used in Chard which had large blue and white signage.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Shearn, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by unanimous vote that the
above matters are noted, Cllr Robinson would take all the above matters up directly with SCC
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and that the Town Council should write directly to SCC requesting a plan of action and
response to all the above matters and to pressurise delivery and completion of the “Safe
Route to Schools” proposals for the Town. SCC should also be request ed to provide
appropriate signage to the weight restriction to both the east and west boundaries of the
restriction zone within the Town. Julia Bailey should be invited to attend a future meeting of
the Council to provide a short presentation to the proposed Children’s Centre,
209./06 Mendip District Council
Cllr Robinson was pleased to report that MDC had purchased four additional dog bins for the
Town and the proposed locations were Church Lane, Hitchen Lane, and Barren Down areas.
The Clerk provided late information that the Audit Commission would hold a focus group
meeting at 9am on Tuesday 31 October in the Council Chamber following their audit
inspection of MDCs Environment Services. A request was provided for a representative from
the Town Council to attend this meeting and provide feedback.
Several members raised concern regarding illegal use of motorcycles to the Martins Lane and
Barren Down areas and requested the Police were involved. Cllr Robinson confirmed that this
matter was being dealt with and that signage would soon be erected followed by enforcement.
Resolve: by unanimous vote that the above matters are noted but that no representative was
available to attend the Audit Commission focus group meeting.
210./06 MCTI/ Shepton 21 Update - Nomination of Town Council Representative to
Shepton 21 Executive Group.
Invitation received consideration to nominate one representative from the Town Council to
the Executive Group of Shepton 21 which would be a hand’s on working position and which
would require considerable input, time and action. Cllr Shearn was proposed but declined as
he considered the Regeneration Portfolio Holder should take the nomination.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Lovell, Seconded by Cllr Gilham, by a vote of 10 For and 1
Abstention that the serving Regeneration Portfolio Holder or a nominated member from the
Regeneration Portfolio is the Town Councils nominated representative to the Shepton 21
Executive Group.
211./06 Matters to be Noted
a)

SALC

Following request SALC have provide update to Local Government
White Paper regarding local community governance and numerous
other issues. Mainly speculative but further details will be provided
when known (copied to all Cllrs and attached)

b)

Collett Park
Portfolio
Meeting

Meeting called for Tuesday 24 October at 7pm in the Council Chamber.
To note

c)

Footpath
Portfolio
Meeting

Meeting called for Tuesday 14 November at 7pm in SMTC Offices when
Sheila Petherbridge will be able to attend.

d)

Age Concern
Annual
Review

2005-2006 review now available from SMTC Offices. SMTC support is
acknowledged within the review.

e)

Public Rights
of Way

A guide for landowners and farmers in respect of Cropping and
Ploughing Public Rights of Way received and available from SMTC
Offices.

f)

Energy
Awareness

MDC provide invite to the launch of their Energy Awareness Project to
be held in the Council Chamber at 10.30 Friday 27 October 2006.

g)

Tesco/Haskin
Stakeholders

Next meeting to take place in the MDC Conference Room Friday 3
November 2006 at 2pm. Notes from previous meeting 11 September
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already distributed to all Cllrs.

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr Bartlett, by unanimous vote that the
above matters (a to g) are noted. Cllr Shearn should attend the December meeting of SALC
to support the current unitary local authority structure which was working and at the same
time raise concern that any review of the Code of Conduct should include Right of Appeal to
Councillors as this was considered disgraceful and in contravene to their Human Rights and
that NALC should be requested to challenge the matter through the courts. At the same time
the Town Council is to write directly to NALC on the above Code of Conduct review matter.
212./06 Planning Applications
a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

f)

g)

117351/001
Boustead

Mr & Mrs R
Stephens
8 Constantine
Court

Removal of existing garage and
erection of two storey extension to
provide annex (DEL)

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Gilham, seconded by Cllr Lockey, by unanimous vote –
Recommend Approval.

119297/001
Taylor

Mr & Mrs Johns
4 Constantine
Court

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Gilham, seconded by Cllr Lockey, by a vote of 6 For
and 4 Abstentions - Recommend Approval.

059103/002
Walker

The Orchard Vale
Trust
131, Whitstone
Road

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by a vote of 6 For
and 5 Abstentions - Recommend Approval.

110030/024
Foster

Midas Homes Ltd
Norah Fry
Hospital, Old
Wells Road

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconder by Cllr Manvill, by a vote of 10 For
and 1 Abstention that the Town Council refrain from resolve on the
maatter and leave the consideration to MDC as we have no details of
previous alignment to make an informed judgement against.

119464/001
Taylor

Mr M James & Ms
Smith, 2 West End
Court

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Bartlett, seconded by Cllr Lockey, by a vote of 8 For
and 2 Against – Recommend Approval.

119464/000
Taylor

Mr M James & Ms
Smith, 2 West End
Court

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Bartlett, seconded by Cllr Lockey, by a vote of 8 For
and 2 Against – Recommend Approval.

104838/000
Walker

Mr & Mrs R
Champion
1 Shaftgate
Avenue

Erection of two storey side extension
(DEL)

Full

Full

Single storey extension (DEL)
Full

Re-alignment of footpath, variation to
parking layout for Plots 35-37 and
change to parking bay next to Plot 35
(DEL)

Raise height of wall and formation of
gateway in boundary wall (DEL)

Formation of gateway in boundary
wall (DEL)

Erection of a boundary fence and
formation of a parking bay (DEL)

Full

Full

LBCalter /
extend

Full
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h)

i)

Resolve:

Cllr Champion then left the meeting.
Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by a vote of 8 For
and 2 Abstentions - Recommend Approval.
The Town Council also raise concern as to lack of public notice outside
the property. Some residents were only informed by way of reading the
local journal. The public consultation appeared flawed in respect of this
application.
Cllr Champion then rejoined the meeting.

119469/000
Boustead

Mr G Davey
Whitstone Lane,
Cannards Grave

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Gilham, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by a vote of 7 For
and 4 Abstention - Recommend Approval subject to complete
application being in compliance with agricultural criteria, the temporary
building permission to be limited to a maximum of 3 years and the
Barn to be only permitted use for agricultural purposes only.

119479/000P
G29 Walsh

P Humberstone
Swiss Cottage, 3
Quarr

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Bartlett, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by a vote of 9
For, 1 Against and 1 Abstention – Recommend Approval

Erection of agricultural building and
siting of temporary dwelling (DEL)

Reduce height of Thuja hedge in a
conservation area (DEL)

Full

CA Tree
Works

213./06 Twinning Visit – Community & Leisure Portfolio
Request received from the Town Twinning Association to host a reception for our partners
from Oissel-sur-Seine of France on the evening of Saturday 26 May 2007.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Robinson, by a vote of 10 For and 1
Abstention that the Town Council will support the Twinning Association by funding and
arranging a Civic Reception for our partners from Oissel-sur-Seine of France on the evening of
Saturday 26 May 2007 subject to confirmation of date and numbers and that the matter
should be included within the forthcoming precept consideration.
214./06 Vandalism of Town Sign – Community & Leisure Portfolio
Somerset Highways inform that the old style sign at Compton Road has been vandalised. New
sign required and if old style to be replaced, Highways inform that this will cost this Council in
the region of £150. Cllr Manvill reported that some good samaritian had now cleaned the
sign.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Lovell by a vote of 5
Against with the Chairman’s casting vote For, that the Clerk inspect the sign and
acceptable to take no further action. If deemed needing renewal then
empowerment is afforded to the Chairman in consultation with the Clerk to order
with SCC Highways up to a maximum value of £150.

For and 5
if deemed
executive
the works

215./06 – Market Cross - Properties Portfolio
Following investigation and report by the Working Party (report attached to these minutes)
Council was requested to consider adoption and management of the Market Cross Charity.
The Chairman proposed and Standing Orders were suspended for Paul Tomlinson of MDC to
provide a summary of the situation and options from the report. The concept was to obtain
exterior funding and utilise current Charity funds to provide Restoration, Repair and cleaning
of the structure which may cost up to £60,000 and then to hand over the Trusteeship to the
corporate body of the Town Council for ongoing annual maintenance which should be
achieved by way of a £1000 annual budget. Following a question and answer session the
meeting was brought back into session and Standing Orders re-instigated. The Clerk raised
concern as to the uninsurable liability of the structure and the current minimal level of the
Town Council financial reserve funds.
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Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Gilham, seconded by Cllr Robinson by a vote of 10 For and 1
Abstention, that the Town Council accepts and adopts the recommendations from the report
of the Market Cross Working Group and that Paul Tomlinson is thanked for his work to date
and that he continues with the Market Cross Charity to achieve funding and refurbishment of
the Market Cross. When this is complete and the Town Council has investigated the matter
and taken steps to proceed, the corporate body of the Town Council should become the
Trustee of the Market Cross. At that time the Town Council should accept liability for the
structure, the insurances and that an annual budget of £1000 is precepted for ongoing
maintenance. The Town Council also supports the wider initiative to improve the Market
Place.
216./06 Confidential Session Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Champion, by unanimous vote, that in view of the nature of the
business to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the press and public be
excluded, which was duly complied with.
a) Civic Hall, Town Council Offices & CATEC Project
The Town Council current policy is to strive for a Civic/Community Hall and Town Council
offices. A confidential report appertaining to the CATEC Project with options to include or
exclude provision of a Civic/Community Hall and Town Council Offices facility received
consideration along with a summary report provided by the Clerk.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Robinson, by a vote of 8 For, 2 Against
and 1 Abstentions, that the Town Council supports inclusion within the Project and to move
the matter forward, working vigorously but with caution, to delivery the project in line with
the aspirations of the Town Council and the community.
b) War Memorial Structural Survey
Council was requested to consider requirement for Historian Search and Report prior to survey
works being authorised by MDC / EH and reviewed three quotations received for the works
which would be funded in retrospect by way of 106 monies obtained via MDC. Concern was
raised at to increased costs and still no confirmation as to release of retrospective funding by
way of 106 monies from MDC.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Shearn, by a vote of 10 For and 1
Abstention that the services of the Historical Research Agency is ordered at a maximum cost
of £900 plus VAT to carry out Historical Research and Report to the War Memorial as required
by Mendip District Council prior to agreement for the Structural Survey work to proceed. The
Historical Research Agency is to be requested to submit their invoice for the work directly to
Les Kimberley of MDC. At the same time MDC is to be chased robustly for confirmation and
release of 106 monies for funding of these and all other works appertaining to the War
Memorial.
217./06 Agenda Matters for the Next Meeting
The next meeting is to be held on 7 November 2006 at 7.00pm in the Mendip District Council
Chamber.
The Chairman thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 9.30pm.

Councillor R. R. Champion
Chairman

Signature_____________
_____/_____/_2006
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Shepton Mallet Town Council held on 7 November
2006, in the MDC Chamber, Cannards Grave Road, Shepton Mallet.
Present: Chairman – Councillor R.R. Champion (7.10pm).
Councillor Lovell Chaired the commencement of the meeting.
Cllrs: Mrs J.D. Bartlett, Mr M.M. Cann, Mr C.C. Inchley, Mr C.F. Lockey, Mr M.M. Lovell, Mrs L.A.
Manvill, Mrs J.M. Marsh, Mr T.S. O’Connor, Mrs M.R. Robinson and Mr N. F. Shearn.
Four representative group members from The Academy and the Architect responsible for the
redevelopment. Fran Wulf from the Chamber of Commerce, eight members of the public and one
member of the press were in attendance. The Chairman opened the meeting, welcoming
members and the general public. A brief was provided on Health & Safety requirements including
emergency evacuation and assembly point procedures. A further brief was provided as to the use
of the Induction Loop facility for users of hearing aids, use of the microphones was emphasised
and informed that the meeting would be audio-taped for internal use only. Mobile phones were
requested to be switched off.
218./06 Shepton Mallet Children’s Centre – Presentation by Julia Bayley, Early Years, Play &
Childcare Senior Children's Centre Development Officer. Following a central government
initiative SCC were charged with developing a further seventeen SureStart Children’s Centres
within the county to be open by 2008. A report as to the project to be sited within Shepton
Mallet Infants School was provided and attached to these minutes, as was a listing of the
range of services to be delivered. Members then undertook a question and answer session
with the presenter and warmly welcomed the additional facility. Julia Bayley provided an open
invitation to an Information Day drop in session to be held on Monday 27 November 2006
from 2.30pm to 6.30pm at the school. Councillor Champion then arrived at the meeting and
assumed Chairmanship of the meeting.
The Chairman thanked Julia Bayley for a most interesting presentation and hoped that all
goes well with the project.
219./06 Public Forum
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting be adjourned for the matter to be transacted.
Notes of the points raised were taken for internal action and use only. These included Remembrance Details - High Street south - Regal Road Car Park - Collett Park Seating Station Road Footpath Repairs - Prison Estates Planning Application and future development
of spaces at Maxwell Road area - Brother Drinks Application - Swimming Pool - Recent
Flooding Leg Square.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting now be brought back into session.
220./06 Apologies for absence – Cllrs Fone(work), Hurrell(health), Jeremiah(family) and
Taylor(work).
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above Apologies are accepted.
221./06 Members Declarations of Interests
a)

Planning Application 067900/023 The Academy – Cllr Shearn declared a Personal
and Non-Prejudicial Interest in the matter.

b)

Planning Application 034879/010 Day Centre, Old Wells Road - Cllr Marsh declared
a Personal and Non-Prejudicial Interest in the matter.

c)

Planning Application 067324/011 The Old Chapel, Cowl Street – Cllr Inchley
declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in the matter as this could be viewed from
his residence and that he would leave the meeting at the appropriate point.
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d)

Planning Application 106151/012 Brothers Drinks Co Ltd, Commercial Road – Cllr
Champion declared a Personnel & Non-Prejudicial Interest in the matter.

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Cann, Seconded by Cllr O’Connor by a unanimous vote, that the
above declarations are noted and duly recorded.
222./06 Chairman’s Announcements
th

MCTi Meeting Thursday 19 October - The Chairman and Cllr Inchley both attended the
meeting held at the Bath & West showground and provided notes of the meeting. Charity
Evening at Wells Cathedral with The Central Band of the Royal Air Force – The Chairman
and his wife both attended the event on Friday 20 October and had a very enjoyable evening,
which was a charity concert to commemorate the first flight of the Spitfire and also aid of the
Mid-Somerset Royal Air Forces Association and 1955 (City of Wells) Air cadets. War Memorial –
The Chairman, Cllr Gillham, the Clerk had met with Mr Stride, Mr W Dunscombe and Mr J Bassett,
to overcome as to what they saw as a secret and or a hidden agenda as regards to the councils
thoughts on the matter. Shepton Mallet Development Stakeholders Co-ordination Meeting
rd
– Held Friday 3 November and attended by the Chairman and Cllr Bartlett which, involved
‘Spenhill’ ‘Haskins’ ‘Town Council’ ‘Somerset C C and Highways’. Notes from the meeting taken
by the Chairman were distributed to all members. AGM of the Shepton Mallet Chamber of
Commerce – was held in the MDC Chamber on the same evening and attended by The Chairman
and Cllr Shearn. The Chairman reported a very good turn out with about 40 or more people in the
audience. The Chairman is “Fran Wulf” of the ‘Well-being Studio’ situated behind the Palmer &
Snell estate agents but accessed from the car park in Regal Road. The rest are as before with an
extra post of Project Co-ordinator, who is Alan Stone. David & Sally Gardiner farewell party On a personnel note the Chairman reported that last Saturday night, both himself and his wife
had attended a farewell party with at least 150 other friends and family for the ex-Town
Councillor who with his family are off to start a new life in New Zealand at the end of this month.
223./06 Minutes
The Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 17 October 2006 were considered for
accuracy and content.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 17
October 2006 be approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
224./06 Matters Arising from the Minutes
a) Min 216./06 a) SALC. Local Governance White Paper and Code of Conduct Review
– Correspondence received confirmed receipt of the Councils concerns regarding Local
Governance and the Review of the Code of Conduct and that they would progress matter
where possible.
Resolve: by unanimous vote that the above matter is noted.
225./06 MCTI/Shepton 21 Update
The Chairman’s notes of the meeting held on the 19 October 2006 had been distributed to all
Cllrs and the draft Minutes of the same meeting were handed to all Cllrs present.
Resolve: by unanimous vote that the above matter is noted.
226./06 Matters to be Noted
a)

A39 Road
Closure

b)

Christmas
Lights Switch
ON

Glastonbury Road (hartlake, tinbridge, relief road) closed (night
works) for three weeks starting 13 November 2006 to allow
resurfacing and associated works.
Programmed for Saturday 18 November at around 4pm. Further
event still be worked up is possible Switch ON of new Centre Tree
lights on Friday 8 December 2006 time yet to be confirmed.
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c)

d)

Business
Against
Crime
Partnership

Email with open invitation sent to all Cllrs to attend meeting to be
held in the Chamber at 6.30pm on Wednesday 22 November 2006
with a view to forming and electing a management group to progress
the Shepton Mallet initiative further.

SALC East
Area Meeting

Agenda and Minutes of previous meeting received. Meeting to be
held in Pilton Village Hall, Monday 4 December 2006 at 7.30pm.
Administration Portfolio to attend.

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr O’Connor by unanimous vote, that the
above matters a) to d) are noted.
227./06 Planning Applications
a)

067900/023
Kimberley

The Bristol
Academy of
Performing Arts
The Academy
(former Amulet
Building
Market Place

Use as a Performing Arts Academy
with
11
units
of
student
accommodation,
new
entrance
feature,
alterations
to
external
appearance
and
ancillary
accommodation (DEL).

Full

Cllr Inchley provided a summary review to the application.
Resolve; by unanimous vote that Standing Orders be suspended
the meeting adjourned for representatives from the developer and
Academy to provide a short presentation as to their proposals. This
completed along with a question and answer session with Cllrs.
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr Champion by unanimous vote that
meeting now be brought back into session.

b)

c)

d)

e)

and
The
was
the

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Lockey, a vote of 9 For and
2 Abstentions – Fully Recommend Approval.

034879/010
Langford

Day Centre, Old
Wells Road

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Lockey, by a vote of 9 For
and 2 Abstentions - Recommend Refusal. The Town Council is in
principle not against this application, however the design as existing is
unacceptable, not compatable with the existing street scene and
therefore the sole reason for recommending refusal.

102576/004
Langford

St Peter & St
Paul’s Church

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Champion, by a vote of 10
For and 1 Abstentions – Recommend Approval.

094215/003
Boustead

Mr D Clowes
23 Coombe Lane

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by a vote of 10
For and 1 Abstentions – Recommend Approval.

106795/000
PG29 Walsh

HM Principal of
State for the
Home Department
2 Maxwell Road

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Lockey, by a vote of of 9
For and 2 Abstentions– Recommend Approval subject to MDC Tree
Officer in agreement with assessment and requirement for the works.

Erection
of
residential
building
comprising 6x1 bed flats (supportive
housing) with associated parking
(DEL)

Extension of tarmac path in to new
phase garden of rememberance (DEL)

Erection of replacement conseravtory
(DEL)

Root penetration clearance to Willow
Tree covered by TPO M1202 (DEL)

Full

Full

Full

TPO
Works
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f)

g)

119485/000
Walker

Mr N Connett &
Ms J Reed
51 Cowl Street

Erection of first floor extension (DEL)

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Lockey, seconded by Cllr Champion, by a vote of of 9
For and 2 Abstentions– Recommend Approval.

067324/011
Jarrold

Mrs A Gingold
The Old Chapel,
Cowl Street

Resolve:

Cllr Inchley then left the meeting.

Full

Removal of Welsh slates from roof
and replace with duquesa grey
spanish slates (DEL)

LBCalter
/extend

Proposed by Cllr Cann, seconded by Cllr Champion, by a vote of 6 For,
1 Against and 3 Abstention - Recommend Approval subject to
agreement and approval of the MDC Conservation Department.
Cllr Inchley then rejoined the meeting.
h)

i)

118085/005
Kimberley

Spen Hill
Developments
Limited
Land to the South
of Townsend,
West of Station
Road and East of
Hitchen Lane

Site clearance and regrading works
(DEL)
Full

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Champion, by a vote of of 10
For and 1 Abstentions– Recommend Approval subject to site working
hours to be acceptable to residential households adjoining the site with
operating hours say from 8am to 7pm Monday to Saturday

106151/012
Kimberley

Brothers Drinks
Co Ltd
Commercial Road

Variation to condition 11 on
consent 106151/009 – to allow
HGV’s to enter and leave the
premises between 07.00am and
07.00pm Mon to Fri retain
Saturday
hours
08.00am
to
01.00pm as amplified by revised
management plan (DEL)

Appears
changes
made but
seeking
comment
within 14
days.

Following previous concerns and matters raised in Public Forum
members debated this matter in some length. Majority of speakers
considered that the company could not manage there existing
conditions which were there to protect the community and that any
further amendments should be refused until they could provide clear
evidence that they could operate and manage within existing
conditions. Much concern was raised that MDC had not enforced the
existing conditions and management plan which the company had
blatantly flaunted on numerous occasions over an extended period of
time.
Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Marsh, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by a vote of 10 For
and 1 Abstention - Recommend Refusal. The company should prove
that they are able to operate within their existing condition before any
further consideration is given to amendments. Meanwhile MDC should
rigorously enforce the current conditions and management plan to
protect the community and the environment. The Chairman of the
Town Council should attend and put this strong resolve of Council to
the MDC Planning Board when they were to consider the matter on the
14 November 2006.
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j)

112236/000
PG29
Walsh

L & N Prior
Setps Cottage
5 Darshill

Felling
of various
trees
Conservation Area (DEL)

in

a

CA
Felling
Trees

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Lockey, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by a vote of 9 For
and 2 Abstentions – Recommend Approval

228./06 Other Planning Matters
a) Planning Appeal 32A Walnut Grove – Change of use from garages to residential.
Appeal start date 11 Oct, representations to the Inspector by 22 November 2006.
Resolve: by unanimous vote that the above matter is noted.
b) Mendip Local Development Framework – Autumn Consultation – The Framework will
shape the future of the District over the next 20 years. MDC invite comment on the
preferred options and opinion to the proposals.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Champion, Seconded by Cllr Marsh, by unanimous vote that Cllr
Inchley breakdown the elements relating to Shepton Mallet and bring a report back to the
next meeting of Council for further consideration.
229./06 Mendip from the Air – A Changing Landscape Booklet – Community & Lesiure
Portfolio
Project worked up with funding by way of SCC Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund. Booklet
will be available for distribution in the New Year. Request for estimate number of copies
required and delivery location for distribution to parishioners.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Champion, by unanimous vote, that 20 copies of the booklet are
supplied to the Town Council and then for the Clerk to distribute between the Library, the
Schools and the Town Council Offices.
Cllr O’Connor & Cllr Manvill then left the meeting not to return.
230./06 MDC Skate Park Management Plan 2006 to 2009– Community & Leisure
Portfolio
MDC were currently looking at options in relation to ongoing maintenance of skate parks in
Mendip. A task and finish group has now been established by The Chair of Scrutiny to
investigate those options further. There has been a maintenance problem with one of the
parks and a planning application for Street and this is what triggered the Scrutiny interest in
skate parks in general. Any information gleaned from the T and F group will be fed into the
County wide Play Strategy which is currently being developed by their consultants “Bakers”.
One of the options in the report is that all skate parks are passed over to the respective Town
Councils. MDC would like to have feedback from the towns to see if this is a suitable option or
not before it is pursued any further. Report back with comments requested by Cathy Day
MDC asap. Also they would appreciate any comments the Town Council may wish to make in
relation to the management of skate parks. Some do work within their current agreement
extremely well and some do not. Any comments made will again be passed to their Play
consultants for due consideration and included within their wider consultation. Full hard copy
report provided to Portfolio Holder, full report emailed and hard copy extract of options report
provided to all Cllrs.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Marsh, seconded by Cllr Champion, by unanimous vote, that
Option 3 of the report is the Town Council preference “The District Council should take on
overall responsibility for the parks on council land but hand over all others to the respective
management committees or Town Councils as above. This option would allow the council to
manage Frome and Shepton Mallet where the management committees have effectively
folded”. It should be noted that this Town Council has provided substantial capital funding to
this facility on the understanding that MDC would provide the commitment to uphold and
maintain the facility. Any policy change should be made fairly and with equality throughout
the district.
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231./06 – Civic Hall / Council Offices - Properties Portfolio
Council considered the formulation of a working group to progress the project. Next meeting
scheduled for Thursday 9 November 2006 at 9.15am in SMTC Offices.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that Cllr Champion, Gilham and Inchley attend the meeting.
Cllr Lockey then left the meeting not to return.
232./06 – Minutes of Portfolio Meeting 24/10 – Collett Park Portfolio
Council considered approval to the Minutes of Portfolio meeting held Tuesday 24 October 2006
and to ratify all resolves regarding policy changes. (copy distributed previously to all Cllrs)
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Robinson, seconded by Cllr Inchley that the Minutes of the Collett
Park Portfolio meeting held Tuesday 24 October 2006 (attached to these minutes) are
approved and that policy changes included within the minutes are also approved and ratified.
The Minutes were then duly signed by the Chairman.
233./06 – Meeting of the Footpath Portfolio
The next meeting of the Portfolio was programmed for Tuesday 14 November in SMTC Offices
at 7pm.
Resolve: by unanimous vote that the matter is noted.
234./06 – Internal Audit - Administration Portfolio
The Clerk confirmed that the mid-term audit was completed Monday 16 October 2006. No
Matters had arisen and that a copy of report was available from SMTC Office. The financial
account for work had been received and passed for payment consideration.
Resolve: by unanimous vote that the matter is noted.
235./06 Finance
a) Accounts for Payment by Cheque
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Robinson, by unanimous vote, that
payments made by Cheque for November 2006 as per Appendix “A” attached to these
Minutes, be approved.
b) Accounts previously paid by Direct Debit
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Robinson, by unanimous vote that
payments made by Direct Debit for November 2006 as per Appendix “A” as attached to these
Minutes be approved.
c) Confidential Salaries for Payment by Cheque
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Robinson, by unanimous vote that the
Confidential Salary Payments for November 2006 as per Appendix “A” (Confidential Section)
attached to these Minutes be approved.
d) Income
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Robinson, by unanimous vote that
Income received for November 2006 as per Appendix “A” attached to these Minutes is noted.
236./06 Agenda Matters for the Next Meeting
Mendip Local Development Framework – Autumn Consultation – Cllr Inchley to review
and submit a report to Council.
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The next meeting is to be held on 21 November 2006 at 7.00pm in the Mendip District Council
Committee Room.
The Chairman thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 9.05pm.

Councillor R.R. Champion
Chairman

Signature_____________
_____/_____/_2006
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A P P E N D I X
Cheque
No

Payee

Code

“ A ”

Goods Supplied

Total
Payment

2187
2188

Jack Pine
The Consortium

6065
5300

C/Park Tree Survey (reactive and proactive)
Stationery - CDrs

£
£

351.96
8.17

2190
2191
2192
2193
2194

Mr B White
The Consortium
Capita Business Services
The Poppy Appeal
The Royal British Legion

5040
5300
5300
5600
6690

Internal Audit 16 Oct 2006
Stationery
Photocopying Charges - Oct 06
Remembrance Wreath
Annual Grant for Band

£
£
£
£
£
£

50.00
42.60
9.87
16.50
206.00
685.10

£

2,511.22

Payments by Direct Debit
2/10/06 Quadron Services Limited

6000/6005 Collett Park Ground Care Contract -Oct

29/9/06
17/10/06
2/10/06
2/10/06
3/10/06

5010
5160
5315
6020
5200/6090

Pension Scheme - Monthly Contribution
Office Lines, Calls & Data
Website - Monthly Charge
Collett Park Ground - Waste Collection
Insurance Premium

£
£
£
£
£

483.04
131.15
70.50
32.81
308.72

5160

Broadband Subscription

£

20.49

Somerset CC Pensions
BT
Market Town
Cleanaway Limited
CGU Bonus

19/10/06 Plusnet Tech Ltd

Sub Total

£

3,557.93

Total =

£

4,243.03

Total

£
£

1,188.64
1,188.64

Grand Total

£

5,431.67

CONFIDENTIAL
PAYMENTS
2189

Date

Graham H Brown

Income

3-Oct

Footpath Booklet sales

11-Sep

Bank Interest
IT & Footpath Booklet Sales

23-Oct

5000

Code
4410

Town Clerk - Nov Salary 2006

Category of Income
various sales

Total
Deposit
£

Business Account - Monthly
Sale of printer + footpath booklets

£
£
Total Income = £

Councillor R.R. Champion
Chairman

Signature________________

Councillor M. Lovell
Vice Chairman

Signature________________

17.90
139.79
30.00
187.69

Date_____________

Date_____________
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Shepton Mallet Town Council held on 21
November 2006, in the MDC Committee Room, Cannards Grave Road, Shepton
Mallet.
Present: Chairman - Councillor R.R. Champion .
Cllrs: Mrs J.D. Bartlett, Mr C.C. Inchley, Mr C.F. Lockey, Mr M. Lovell, Mrs L.A. Manvill, Mrs J.M.
Marsh, Mr T.S. O’Connor, Mr N. F. Shearn and Mr A. Taylor.
PCSO Penny Freestone, five members of the public and one member of the press were in
attendance. The Chairman opened the meeting, welcoming members and the general public. A
brief was provided on Health & Safety requirements including emergency evacuation and
assembly point procedures. A further brief was provided as to no Induction Loop facility for users
of hearing aids and informed that the meeting would not be audio-taped, both factors due to the
venue in use.
235./06 Public Forum
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting be adjourned for the matter to be transacted.
Notes of the points raised were taken for internal action and use only.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting now be brought back into session.
236./06 Apologies for absence – Cllrs Fone (work), Hurrell (health), Jeremiah (family) and
Robinson (MDC Area Board).
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above Apologies are accepted.
237./06 Members Declarations of Interests
Collett Park Covenants – Cllr Marsh declared a Personal and Prejudicial interest in the
matter and would leave the meeting at the appropriate point. All other Members collectively
made a declaration as to a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in the matter as each member
of the Town Council is a Trustee but that dispensation has been afforded in the matter from
the Standards Committee in July 2003 for the life of the current Council (until April 2007).
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above declarations are noted and duly recorded.
238./06 Chairman’s Announcements
Carnival 2006 - it was an outstanding show, and with very grateful thanks to all who took
part. Remembrance Day and Remembrance Sunday, both days were well attended, with
thanks to the Royal British Legion. Clerks Job Evaluation Meeting - Monday 13th meeting in
the office with the Clerk and Cllrs Jeremiah, Lovell and Shearn, this re the National Agreement
on Salaries and Conditions of Service of Local Council Clerks in England & Wales 2004, this will
th
all be explained at the end of the meeting. Brother’s Drink Application - Wednesday 15
spent the evening at the MDC planning meeting. Strawberry Line (East) - This morning the
Chairman and Cllr Manvill attended the local sustrans meeting re the cycle track from Wells to
Shepton Mallet and Cllr Manvill provided an update. Meeting with MDC Chief Executive
and Leader – The Chairman informed that he was seeking a meeting to discuss the Civic
Centre Project and Cllr Shearn enquired if he could also attend.
239./06 Minutes
The Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 7 November 2006 were considered for
accuracy and content.
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Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr O’Connor by unanimous vote, that the
Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 7 November 2006 be approved as a true record
and signed by the Chairman.
240./06 Matters Arising from the Minutes
a) Shepton Mallet Community Hospital – The Clerk read in full a written response
received from Jan Hull, Interim Chief Executive of Somerset Primary Care Trust which
confirmed that there were no current plans to close the facility. A review was currently in
progress of all 13 community hospitals in Somerset over the next two to three months.
Any changes to service provision at Shepton Mallet would be fully consulted with this
Council and the community as a whole.
Resolve: by unanimous vote that the above matter is noted.
b) Brothers Drinks Planning Approval
Several members raised concern as to who would collate and report evidence /
complaints during the trial of revised 106 conditions.
Resolve: that the above matter is noted and MDC be requested to confirm their monitoring
procedures and to provide a copy of any complaints / evidence received during the trial
period to this Council.
c)

Min 288 Cllr Manvill and O’Connor – Cllr Manvill requested it be noted that the
wording in the minutes indicated that she left the meeting with Cllr O’Connor and that she
in fact left independently of Cllr O’Connor.

Resolve: that the above matter is noted.
d) Mendip Local Development Framework – Cllr Inchley provided a summary of the
lengthy document of which a web link had been emailed to members where possible.
Future industrial development land had been set aside which was considered positive, but
that much concern was raised as to the proposal for some 1400 new homes within
Shepton Mallet in the next 20years, 50% of which would be built on green field sites to
the south of the Town. The intended housing density was also quite high at some 30 units
per hectacre. Many members raised much concern as to the recent developments, the
standard of the developments with many producing hideous flats. The majority
considered that Council should strongly object to the proposals, future development
should be proportional and the current number was far too high when compared with
adjoining Towns and City. Shepton Mallet should remain a Market Town and not a
dormitory Town. Much concern was also raised as to the lack of planned infrastructure to
support the current and proposed new developments.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, Seconded by Cllr Bartlett by a vote of 5 For, 4 Against
and 1 Abstention that the draft Mendip Local Development Framework is noted. The Town
Council accept future Development Framework proposals for brown field developments only
and none for Greenfield sites.
241./06 MCTI/Shepton 21 Update
The Chairman and Cllr Inchley attended a sub group meeting regarding the Town Centre on
Monday 20 December. The RDA required feasibility and architectural studies although the
proposed users of the CATEC section were in favour of the Old Market location especially with
the adjoining car parking. Mr Paul Frampton was due to meet with Mr David Rees of the RDA
next week to review progress in the matter as well as procedures to obtain funding.
Resolve: by unanimous vote that the above matter is noted.
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242./06 Matters to be Noted
a)
b)

Police
Newsletter
Street Naming
– Field Farm

Received from Chief Superintendent Nikki Watson, Yeovil. Hard copy available
from the office. Ecopy requested and distributed to all Cllrs.
Confirmation of proposed street naming to JS Bloor development at Field Farm
which include, Abbot Lane, Hobbs Road and Marsh Close.

c)

Somerset
Community
Chest

SCC advise re-launch of their popular small grants scheme seeking to reach
new groups within Mendip. The scheme particularly aims to support – Groups
most at need in local communities and Projects which increase opportunities
for all. Grants of up to 50% of the funding package are available. Maximum
grant £750 with maximum project cost of £12,500

d)

Christmas Tree
Switch On

Tree to be delivered Sunday 3/12 and erected. The tree will be dressed with
lights and also decorations provided by local schools on Thursday 7/12 at
1.30pm. The Switch on event will take place at 5.30pm on Friday 8 December
2006.

e)

CCTV Meeting

A User Group meeting is to be held on the 4 December 2006 at 7pm in the
MDC Conference Room.

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr Manvill, by a vote of 9 For and 1
Abstention that the above matters a) to e) are noted.
243./06 Planning Applications
a)

b)

c)

d)

076072/017
Kimberley

Anglo Trading
Estate Ltd
Station Yard,
Station Road

Redevelopment of station yard for B1
and B8 use (DEL)

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Champion, by a vote of 8 For
and 2 Abstentions – Recommend Approval subject to no B2 use, use of
B1 and B8 should be strictly adhered to, operating hours should be
limited from 8am to 6pm Monday to Saturday and all south facing
elevation should receive soundproofing installation to protect nearby
residential environment.

100042/020
Williams

Mendip District
Council
Cannards Grave

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous
vote - Recommend Refusal, due to loss of considerable number of
onsite car parking spaces and insignificant transport plan. The Council
regularily receive complaints alleging off-site but on-street parking by
both MDC and Capita employees. The proposed term of 3 year approval
was also considered unacceptable.

119530/000
Foster

Mrs J Biddle
17 Webber Road

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Lockey, seconded by Cllr Manvill, by unanimous vote Recommend Approval.

106714/034
Williams

B & R Thorner
Land to the South
of Field Farm,
Whitstone Road

Erection of a two storey elliot building
to be used as offices (BOARD)

Erection of conservatory to rear (DEL)

Erection of four dwellings, two flats
and work units with associated
accesses and parking (amendment to
planning
permission
106714/028
which gave approval for four dwelling
and
work
units
within
the
development site (DEL)

Full

Full

Full

Full
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e)

f)

g)

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Taylor, by a vote of 9 For
and 1 Abstention – Recommend Approval.

A11002/001
Walker

CWS Retail
Financial Services
Co-op Food Store
30 High Street

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Lockey, by a vote of 9 For
and 1 Abstention – Recommend Approval.

119539/000
Taylor

Miss R Godsafe
The Weighbridge
House
Commercial Road

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Lockey, seconded by Cllr Shearn, by unanimous vote –
Recommend Approval.

Highways
Act 1980 –
Section 115E

The Stumbles Inn
27/29 Town
Street
Mr Ian Jamaine

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Champion, by a vote of 7 For and 3 Abstentions that
the matter is noted but that this Council consider the street amenity
lighting should be upgraded to create a more desirable and safe area.

3 x fascia signs and 2 x D/sided
projecting signs (DEL)

Advert’mnt

Change of use from residential to
weight loss and counselling premises
(DEL)

To place three rounded tables and
four chairs on highway land outside
the Inn. SCC are minded to grant
the necessary consent.

Change
of Use

To
comment
if needed

244./06 MDC Decisions Not in Accord with Town Council
a) 117223/002 25 Bishop Crescent – SMTC recommended approval 3/10/06, MDC
Refused on design grounds.
Resolve: by unanimous vote that the above matter is noted.
245./06 Application 114117 /001 – 42 Whitstone Road, Creation of new access (DEL) –
Applicant to progress an Appeal. Representations required by 12 December 2006. SMTC
Recommended Approval, MDC Refused.
Resolve: by unanimous vote that the above matter is noted.
246./06 Mendip(MIB) and Shepton Mallet In Bloom (SMIB) – Community & Leisure
Portfolio
Council received update from Cllr Manvill. A review meeting for MIB had taken place on the 6
November and following controversial judgements in the current year a new judging system
would be incorporated in 2007. MIB considered that the villages had let down the standard
but that Pubs and local categories had done very good. MDC had made a corporate priority to
support Towns and Parishes to enter next year competition as a performance indicator to
monitor their Street and Landscape Services. MDC wished to fund all entrance applications
into the competition next year and Shepton Mallet had already indicated that they wished to
enter. The next meeting is programmed for Monday 17 January 2007.
At the SMIB meeting the Chairman had summarised this year’s performance. The flowers for
2007 were already ordered and the group would still require financial support. Spring planting
would also take place and the next meeting was programmed 15 January 2007 which would
be the AGM.
Resolve: by unanimous vote that the matter is noted.
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247./06 – War Memorial – Properties Portfolio
Council’s legal advice confirms that “A Caution” has been registered on behalf of this Council
to the land below the plinth of the structure with the Land Registry. Caution title number
WS38614.
Resolve: by unanimous vote that the matter is noted.
248./06 – Minutes of Portfolio Meeting held 14 November 2006 – Footpath Portfolio
The Portfolio Holder requested Council to approve the Minutes of the Footpath Portfolio
Meeting held on the 14 November 2006. Council was also requested to consider
recommendation made by the Portfolio to extend and amend the current Footpath
Maintenance Contract held with Mr Adrian Crozier. One member raised concern as to the
footpath from Martins Lane down to the Viaduct had been ploughed up. This was to be noted
and monitored for reinstatement.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Manvill by unanimous vote that the
Minutes of the Footpath Portfolio Meeting held on 14 November 2006 be approved as a true
record and signed by the Chairman.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Manvill by a vote of 9 For and 1
Abstention that the Footpath Portfolio recommendations are adopted in full, to extend the
annual Maintenance Contract with Mr Adrian Crozier for a further 3 years from 2007 to 2009
with amendments to Footpath SM21/32 and SM21/65 to total an annual contract sum of £691
as per schedule attached to these minutes. The sum would be subject to annual inflationary
review in April 2008 and 2009. Works to Station Road embankment included within the
contract sum at a value of £360 per annum would be ordered on an annual basis subject to
partnership funding by Haskins and that the Tesco development did not take over the area.
Cllr Lockey and Marsh both then independently left the meeting not to return.
249./06 – Audit Commission Inspection of MDC - Administration Portfolio
MDC Environment Services inspection had completed and previous focus group meeting
cancelled at short notice. New date set for Tuesday 5 December at 9am in the MDC Chamber
set to run for 1.5 hours. Invitation had been received for a representative of SMTC to attend
and to inform Tracy Aarons, MDC on 341448
Resolve: Resolved by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted and that Cllr Champion would
attempt to attend the meeting if at all possible.
250./06 – Town Clerk Job Evaluation - Administration Portfolio
Following the National Agreement on Salaries and Conditions of Service 2004, the matter had
now been reviewed by the working party (Recommendation Report attached). Cllr Shearn
provided a summary of the procedures adopted and the outcome recommendation.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr Champion, by a vote of 6 For and 2
Abstentions that the Council accept and adopt in full the recommendations of the working
party. The post of Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to Shepton Mallet Town Council be
awarded the salary benchmark of LC2 34 as from the 1st December 2006 which is subject to
automatic review / increase on the 1st April each year or at any other agreed time as per
national Agreements by NALC and SLCC.
251./06 Confidential Session – Council considered that in view of the nature of the business
about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public be
excluded and that they are instructed to withdraw.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Champion by unanimous vote, that, in view of the nature of the
business to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the press and public be
excluded, which was duly complied with.
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a) Land to the Rear of 8 Kyte Road Restrictive Covenant - Request received from Bartlett
Gooding and Weelen Solicitors for Council as “corporate body” of the Shepton Mallet
Recreational Ground Trust to release of restrictive covenant in the geographical area
designated.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr O’Connor by unanimous vote, that the
Town Council as “corporate body” of the Shepton Mallet Recreational Ground Trust can only
reaffirm the content of correspondence dated 6 April 2006 addressed to the then owners, Mr
& Mrs Marsh that;
The Town Council, “corporate body” and Trustee of the Shepton Mallet Recreation Ground
Trust has no known / definitive title / jurisdiction over the area highlighted in pink on legal
mapping which includes the proposed land designated for development of an additional
dwelling in the rear garden of the existing property known as No 8 Kyte Road.
The Town Council, “corporate body” and Trustee of the Shepton Mallet Recreation Ground
Trust has no objection to future release of any Restrictive Covenant applicable to the area
designated pink on the legal mapping which includes the proposed land designated for
development of an additional dwelling in the rear garden of the existing property known as No
8 Kyte Road.
The Town Council considers that it has not, and will not, release any restrictive covenant
applicable to Shepton Mallet Recreation Ground Trust to which they have legal jurisdiction
over. The Town Council also considers that the matter is now closed.
b) Land to the Rear of 8 Kyte Road Restrictive Covenant – Correspondence received from Mr
& Mrs May, 15 Collett Avenue raising concerns as to Councils previous correspondence on
the above matter. Following numerous previous correspondences to and from Mr May the
Clerk in consultation with advice and the Chairman provide a draft copy response to Mr
May dated 21 November 2006.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr O’Connor by unanimous vote, that the
draft correspondence dated 21 November 2006 (attached to these minutes) is approved and
that the correspondence be sent to Mr & Mrs May. The Town Council again considers that the
matter is now closed.
252./06 Agenda Matters for the Next Meeting
The next meeting is to be held on 5 December 2006 at 7.00pm in the Mendip District Council
Chamber. Local Government Reform is to be placed on the agenda.
The Chairman thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 8.50pm.

Councillor R.R. Champion
Chairman

Signature_____________
_____/_____/_2006
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Shepton Mallet Town Council held on 5 December
2006, in the MDC Council Chamber, Cannards Grave Road, Shepton Mallet.
Present: Chairman - Councillor R.R. Champion
Cllrs: Mrs J.D. Bartlett, Mr C.F. Lockey, Mr M. Lovell , Mrs J.M. Marsh, Mr T.S. O’Connor, Mrs M.R.
Robinson and Mr N. F. Shearn.
Five members of the public and one member of the press were in attendance. The Chairman
opened the meeting, welcoming members and the general public. A brief was provided on Health
& Safety requirements including emergency evacuation and assembly point procedures. A further
brief was provided as to the use of the Induction Loop facility for users of hearing aids, use of the
microphones was emphasised and informed that the meeting would be audio-taped for internal
use only. A request was made for mobile telephones to be switched off or to silent throughout the
meeting.
253./06 Public Forum
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Robinson, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting be adjourned for the matter to be transacted.
Notes of the matters raised were recorded for internal use and action.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Robinson, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting now be brought back into session.
254./06 Apologies for absence – Cllrs Cann (work), Fone (work), Hurrell (health), Inchley
(health), Jeremiah (family) and Manvill (family).
Resolve: Proposed by Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, Seconded by Cllr Lockey, by a vote of 4
For, 1 Against and 2 Abstentions, the above Apologies are accepted and duly recorded.
255./06 Members Declarations of Interests
a) Urgent Business / Late Item – Complaint received against the Council. Cllr Marsh
declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in the matter and would leave the meeting
should the actual complaint content matter be discussed.
b) Precept – Code 6300 – Clock Maintenance - Cllr Marsh declared a Personal and
Prejudicial Interest in the matter as her husband undertook clock duties on behalf of the
Council and would not speak or vote on this particular budget heading.
Resolve: By unanimous vote, that the above declarations are noted and duly recorded.
256./06 Chairman’s Announcements
Christmas Lights – The Chairman on behalf of the Shoppers, Traders and the Town as whole,
give grateful thanks to the Clerk for keeping a very watchful eye on the Christmas Lights by
keeping them in working order. The new Centre Tree was erected last Sunday and apparently the
mince pies and the coffee that was given by local traders to the Fire Crew and Graham was most
welcomed. The Chairman also thanked the Chamber of Commerce for the very good initiative of
a prize for the best dressed shop window, it is working in more ways than one, first by comment
from the users, and the windows are looking enticing enough to venture inside. The Chair had
stated last May when he had the honour of accepting the Chairmanship, Shepton Mallet is on the
up, and to justify that statement you just have a look at the number of shops having a
refurbishment, not only national but locals as well, including new ones opening, all for the benefit
of the shoppers of Shepton Mallet. MDC Safe Business Partnership Seminar – On Wednesday
nd
22 November, the Chairman along with Cllr Bartlett, Cllr Inchley, and Cllr Robinson the local
County Councillor along with an officer from MDC totally outnumbered the traders as to who this
seminar was intended for. Chamber of Commerce meeting – On Thursday 30th the Chairman
attended the meeting of which the main speaker was the director of the Academy, Mr Hamblin
Smith. Bellway Homes Development Meeting – On Monday 4th December a meeting took
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place with Les Kimberley MDC and Bellway Homes, whose housing plans for the Western end of
the Tesco site was refused and upheld by the appeal inspector. Bellway homes are to submit
further amendments / plans when a further meeting is scheduled for the 18 December 2006.
Notes of the previous meeting have been distributed to all Cllrs. CCTV Meeting – Last night the
Chairman attended a meeting of the User Group. Audit Commission Inspection of MDC - This
morning the Chairman along with other Parish Councillors and Parish Clerks (a total of ten
people) attended a meeting where four questions were asked;
1. What benefits are there for living in the Mendip District area?
2. What draw backs are there?
3. What does MDC do best?
4. What does MDC need to do better?
Meeting with MDC CE, David Thomson and MDC Leader, Ken Maddock – A meeting had
been held this afternoon which both Cllr Shearn and the Clerk had attended to discuss the Civic
Hall / CATEC project which both MDC members fully supported. Also discussed was update to
Local Government Reform and the proposed bid by SCC for a Principal / Unitary Authority with
Area Working Panels which the District Councils did not support. MDC were taking a watch brief at
this time until SCC released their business plans.
257./06 Minutes
The Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 21 November 2006 was considered for
accuracy and content.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, Seconded by Cllr Shearn, by unanimous vote, that the
Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 21 November 2006 be approved as a true record
and signed by the Chairman.
258./06 Matters Arising from the Minutes
Crime Stats from the Police – The Clerk confirmed the receipt in hard copy format of the
latest stats for September through to December 2006. Only headings which indicated a rise in
the number of incidents were read out, the overall picture showed a reduction in the total
number of incidents report for the period from 420 down to 392. Cllrs were informed that a
full copy is available from the Town Council offices.
Resolve: by unanimous vote that the above matter is noted.
259./06 Somerset County Council – Localisation and Front Line Councillors – Council
considered a summary report already submitted to SCC. There was further opportunity to
discuss the proposals at December meetings of SALC. Copy of letter, Summary and
Community Development Team direct contact details had been previously distributed to all
Cllrs. Cllr Shearn had received a brief presentation at the last SALC Area meeting held in
Pilton. This was a new initiative by SCC to establish local area working panels. If the area
panel working was accepted this would then be included with the proposed bid early in the
New Year for one Unitary Authority. Several Cllrs also raised concern as to the apparent lack
of progress to the Safe Route to Schools Initiative. The Clerk confirmed recent update with SC
Cllr Stephen Robinson whom had received written confirmation the Whitstone Road Pedestrian
Crossing would proceed but that the Weight Restriction matter should be progressed through
the Police to enforce.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, by unanimous vote that the above matter is noted and
that the Council write to SCC enquiring progress to the Safe Route to Schools and 20mph
speed restrictions to Waterloo Road.
260./06 Matters to be Noted
a)

b)

Somerset
Primary Care
Trust
School
Crossing Patrol

Board Papers, Agendas and Minutes will no longer be sent unless specifically
requested.
All
details
are
available
from
their
website
http://www.somersetpct.nhs.uk/pct and or their Taunton Office Wellsprings Road, Taunton, Somerset. TA2 7PQ
Celia Higgs, Headteacher, SM Community Infants’ School reports new
Crossing Patrol Person commenced employment 8/11 and also, that they have
recruited a Relief Crossing Person to cover any future absence. Celia thanks
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the Town Council for their continued support.
c)
d)

e)

Shepton 21
Christmas Tree
Switch On
Autumn
Newsletter

Next meeting scheduled for 13 December 2006.
Ceremony will take place in the Market Place on Friday 8 December at
5.30pm.
The Clerk provided copies of the Autumn 2006 Newsletter now finalised and
about to be distributed.

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Robinson, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by unanimous vote that the
above matters a) to e) are noted.
261./06 Planning Applications
a)

b)

c)

108527/008P
G29 Walsh

Mr & Mrs C Tobin
Mill Meadow Cottage
25 Darshill. Back
Lane

Pollard Ash tree in a Conservation Area
(DEL)

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Lockey, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by a vote of 7 For
and 1 Abstention – Recommend Approval. Subject to agreement of the
MDC Tree Officer.

A10357/002
Taylor

Lloyds TSB
5 High Street

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Lockey, by a vote of 7 For
and 1 Abstention – Recommend Approval.

014359/019
BT Taylor

Framptons Ltd
Framptons,
76 Charlton Road

New bank signage (DEL)

Installation of a mobile phone mast
comprising a 15 metre high support
structure with 3 no. atenna and
equipment housing and ancillary
development (DEL)

CA Tree
Works

Advert’
mt

BT PD
Enquiry

Several Cllrs raised safety concerns about such installation, the close
proximity to built up areas and the need for further masts.
Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Bartlett, seconded by Cllr Marsh, by a vote of 4 For, 3
Against and 1 Abstention - Recommend Refusal. The safety of such
installations are not fully proven as is the need for additional masts.
The proposed location was still within a built up area.

262./06 Site at Land to East of Hitchen Lane. Appeal by Bellway Homes (South West) Ltd.
Inspectors decision to dismiss the appeal. Meeting held with Bellway, MDC and SMTC
(Chairman and Clerk) Monday 4 December 2006 at 10am, notes of which were distributed to
all Cllrs. Further meeting was arranged for Monday 18 December 2006 at 10am. Concerns
raised in Public Forum regarding highway safety had been noted and already raised with
Bellway and MDC. Unfortunately this aspect of concern had not been supported by the
Planning Inspectorate.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, by unanimous vote, that the above matter is noted.
263./06 Shepton Mallet Transport Interchange – Regeneration Portfolio
SCC advised proposals to position the interchange outside MDC Offices and Park Medical
Practice. Objectives are to provide a stopping place for the Slinky bus service, improve
accessibility to the available bus services and promote the use of sustainable public transport.
The proposed construction is likely to include two new lay-bys and low floor bus kerbing as
well as the installation of two new bus shelters. The Clerk confirmed that this was on a roll out
program by SCC who appeared single minded and not of joined up thinking. Their reason for
positioning was due to the proximity to the Park Medical Centre and they seemed oblivious to
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highway safety concerns. The Clerk had raised the issue with MDC who raised the same
concerns and who would also lobbying the SCC on the matter.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted.
264./06 – Parish Emergency Plans – Regeneration Portfolio
SCC Civil Contingencies Unit is seeking support in the development of fresh Parish Emergency
Plan Templates. Several Cllrs considered that the Town Council had little resource to support
the matter. The Clerk confirmed that the statute duty was with SCC and that the Fire Service
was responsible to SCC for Emergency Planning. MDC were also involved in Emergency
Planning and procedure at a local level. The Town Council could support with local knowledge
and ideas.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Robinsn, by unanimous vote, that the
matter be passed to the District Council to undertake, but that the Town Council is a willing
partner and would support fully where it could.
265./06 – Alcohol Restriction Order Signage – Collett Park Portfolio
Two incidents reported where new signage has been defaced (sprayed over) or removed from
two locations within Collett Park. Cllr Robinson explained the two incidents and the remedial
works that were in progress. One Cllr raised concern at a recent incident in the Town Centre
where the Police appeared not to have enforced the Order. The Clerk explained that this was
possibly due to lack of signage which still had to be installed in the Town Centre. The Clerk
confirmed he was still liaising with MDC on the matter.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted.
266./06 – SALC Update – Administration Portfolio
November 2006 Items of Interest received (1 hard copy) and following request SALC provided
an e-copy distributed to all Cllrs. NALC Summary included on the Local Government White
Paper and Revisions to the Model Code of Conduct. Original documentation was provided to
Portfolio Holder 15 November 2006 for review. At the December SALC Area Meeting Cllr
Shearn was advised the release of the new White Paper was delayed due to the outcome of a
recent court case with Ken Livingstone. He had raised the strong concerns of Council
regarding the unfair and lack of affordable Appeals Procedures for Cllrs. Peter Lacey had
informed that there was an appeals procedure but Cllr Shearn made the point clear that this
would costs considerable sums of personally funding by any Cllr involved. There appeared a
lack of support at the meeting for this Councils strong concerns in the matter. The Clerk
confirmed that the Council had already written to NALC in this respect who had replied, noting
the matter and informing that they would feed the matter in to the consultation process.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Shearn, seconded by Cllr Robinson, by unanimous vote, that the
Town Council write directly to the Central Government Department dealing with the matter,
raising the strong concerns of this Council as to the unacceptable lack of a robust, efficient
and affordable appeals procedure for Councillors under the Code of Conduct Order. A copy of
the previous correspondence submission to NALC at the consultation stage is also to be
enclosed.
267./06 – Local Government Reform - Administration Portfolio
Matter placed on the agenda following resolve of Council on the 21 November 2006. Cllr
Shearn had recently attended the December Area Meeting of SALC in Pilton where the matters
of Local Government Reform had been discussed along with a brief presentation as to SCC bid
for a Unitary Authority for Somerset. The concept would mean a mammoth change in how
Councils were run. It would appear they were after increased unelected representation from
Strategic Partnerships and increased representation from organisations such as the PCT and
Police. The bid to central government was under a tight timescale, bids had to be submitted
by the 25 January 2007, and if accepted then the consultation period would run for January to
April 2007. This would also have implications for the term of Council elections due in May
2007.
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Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the matter.
268./06 – Reserve Investment Account - Administration Portfolio
Confirmation received that the Interest Rate to Council Reserve / Investment Account has
risen to 5.30% nett from 9 November 2006.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Shearn, by unanimous vote, that the matter noted.
269./06 - Financial Budget Expenditure – Administration Portfolio
The Clerk/RFO submitted the current Budget position as at 30 November 2006 with estimated
position as at 31 March 2007. (spreadsheet attached to these minutes). There were no
financial matters causing concern.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, by unanimous vote, that the matter noted.
270./06 – Precept 2007/08 - Administration Portfolio
Draft Precept, Notes and Recommendations from the Precept Working Party Meeting held on
Tuesday 28 November 2006 had been distributed to all Cllrs. The Clerk confirmed that, given
the proposed sum of £26,050 to be taken from cash reserves, this would leave the Council
with Working Capital of £25,000 and further Liquid / Useable Reserves of £11,440 making a
total Reserve of £36,440. This would reduce the current level of Council Reserves but which
was still deemed to be an acceptable level of Reserves.
Shepton 21 Administration Support. Several members raised concern as to the public
monies already spent by this group. MDC had also provided the group with considerable funds
and also the time of their Regeneration Officer. Two further Cllrs supported the budget
heading allocation and defending Shepton 21s performance. They considered the Town
Council should provide the partnership funds to enable further exterior funding to be obtained
from the Regional Development Agency (RDA). The majority of Shepton 21 expenditure to
date was due to required studies to be undertaken to enable RDA compliance prior to
reviewing possible funding. A vote to delete the proposed £9000 budget heading was lost by
a vote of 2 For and 6 Against.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Lockey, by a vote of 6 For and 2
Against that the Budget Allocation Budget Heading of £9,000 for Shepton 21 Administration
Support is approved but that monies are only voted out on a gradual basis, as and when
needed by Shepton 21 and that a clear audit trial and performance reports are provided.
CAB Annual Grant. Cllr Lockey requested the proposed grant of £3,296 be increased by
£1000 to £4,296. Cllrs were all complementary of the excellent work of the CAB which was
open to all sectors of the community.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Lockey, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by a vote of 4 For and 4
Against, with a casting vote of the Chairman For the proposal that the Annual Grant to the
CAB be increased to £4,296.
General Grants. Several Cllrs considered this Budget Heading should be decreased by
£1,000 to compensate for the increased CAB Grant and to keep the overall financial
expenditure / precept requirement the same as per the draft precept under consideration.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Marsh, seconded by Cllr Bartlett, by a vote of 4 For and 4 Against,
with a casting vote of the Chairman For the proposal that the General Grants Budget Heading
be reduced by £1,000 to a total sum of £1,000.
Draft Precept 2007/08 – Council was then requested to consider the draft precept with the
above amendments to the CAB and General Grants Budget Headings but with the same
overall spend of £156,422 as recommended by the Precept Working Party. From this sum a
reduction from an estimated income of £3,000 and that a sum of £26,050 is taken from
reserves which will make a precept requirement of £127,372 which latest estimate received
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from the District Council would equate to a Parish Rate of £40.44 which relates to a Band D
property and is the same rate as previous year. The proposed estimated Parish Rate of
£40.44 per Band D Property would equate to nil change on the previous year of 2006/07. This
was proposed by Cllr Lockey, seconded by Cllr Robinson, but that the vote was lost by a vote
of 3 For, 4 Against and 1 Abstention. The draft precept for 2007/08 was therefore not
accepted. The Clerk confirmed that the matter should now be placed on the next agenda for
further consideration or at the latest the January 2007 meeting of Council. Cllrs were
requested to submit any further proposals or amendments to the Clerk prior to the agenda
being posted to enable the amendments to be included within a revised draft precept.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Shearn, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by a unanimous vote that the
meeting now move to next business and that the Precept 2007/08 be placed on the agenda
for the 19 December meeting of Council.
271./06 Urgent Business – Complaint Received against Shepton Mallet Town Council
Cllr Marsh declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in the matter and that she would leave
the room if the content of the complaint was discussed and that she would remain in the
meeting for setting up of the Complaints Procedure but would not speak or vote thereon. The
Clerk provided all Cllrs with a copy of the letter of complaint against Shepton Mallet Town
Council received from Harris and Harris Solicitors along with a copy of the Town Councils
Complaints Procedures.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Bartlett, by a vote of 7 For, with 1
Abstention, that the written complaint alleging maladministration by the Shepton Mallet Town
Council is formally acknowledged and that a copy of the Town Councils Complaints
Procedures are copied to the complainant via their solicitors, Harris and Harris of Wells.
Subject to the personal agreement of Cllr Inchley, not present, the following are elected to
membership of the Councils Complaints Committee established to consider this matter;
Cllr Champion – Chairman
Cllr Bartlett – Independent
Cllr Inchley – Labour
Cllr Lockey – Independent
Cllr Robinson – Conservative (plus secretariat to any meetings)
Cllr Shearn – Liberal Democrat
Graham Brown – Town Clerk
Tuesday 23 January 2007 at 6.30pm.The above Complaints Committee will attend a premeeting to consider the content of the complaint at a closed meeting to be held in the Town
Council Offices.
The complainant is to be informed of the following schedule of dates via their solicitors, Harris
& Harris
Friday 2 February 2007. The complainant shall provide the council with copies of any
documentation or other evidence, which they wish to refer to at the meeting by this date. The
council shall similarly provide the complainant with copies of any documentation upon which
they wish to rely at the meeting.
Tuesday 13 February 2007 at 7pm at a venue within MDC, Cannards Grave Road.
The Town Councils Complaints Committee will meet to consider the complaint at a closed
meeting. The complainant is invited to attend this meeting and bring with them such
representative as they wish.
272./06 Finance
a) Accounts for Payment by Cheque
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Robinson, by unanimous vote, that
payments made by Cheque for December 2006 as per Appendix “A” attached to these
Minutes, be approved.
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b) Accounts previously paid by Direct Debit
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Robinson, by unanimous vote that
payments made by Direct Debit for December 2006 as per Appendix “A” as attached to these
Minutes be approved.
c) Confidential Salaries for Payment by Cheque
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Robinson, by unanimous vote that the
Confidential Salary Payments for December 2006 as per Appendix “A” (Confidential Section)
attached to these Minutes be approved.
d) Income
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Robinson, by unanimous vote that
Income received for December 2006 as per Appendix “A” attached to these Minutes is noted.
273./06 Agenda Matters for the Next Meeting
The next meeting is to be held on 19 December 2006 at 7.00pm in the Mendip District Council
Chamber. The Precept 2007/08 is to be placed on the agenda and members were invited by
the Clerk to submit directly to him any amendments that they wished to enable them to be
included within the draft precept to be sent out with the agenda for the meeting. Cllr Lovell
tabled his apologies for this meeting due to family reasons.
The Chairman thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 8.40pm.

Councillor R.R. Champion
Chairman

Signature_____________
_____/_____/_2006
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A P P E N D I X
Cheque
No
2195
2196
2197
2198
2200
2201

Payee

Code

Quadron Services Limited
MDC
The Festive Lighting Company Ltd
MLAN Electrical Contractors
Somerset Playing Fields Assoc
Society of Local Council Clerks

Payments by Direct Debit
30/10/06 Quadron Services Limited
30/10/06 Somerset CC Pensions
31/10/06 Cleanaway Limited
1/11/06
Market Town
1/11/06
Mendip District Council
2/11/06
CGU Bonus

“ A ”
Total
Payment

Goods Supplied

6085
6520
6600
6600
5400
5400

Collett Park - Play Equipment
HERs Contribution 2006/07
Christmas Lights - New and Repairs
Draw on Account for Christmas Lights
Annual Subscription
Annual Subscription

£
£
£
£
£
£
£

570.22
5,000.00
1,428.25
2,350.00
10.00
135.00
9,493.47

6000/6005
5010
6020
5315
5100
5200/6090

Collett Park Ground Care Contract -Dec

£

2,511.22

Pension Scheme - Monthly Contribution
Collett Park Ground - Waste Collection
Website - Monthly Charge
Quarterly Office Lease / Rent
Insurance Premium

£
£
£
£
£

382.65
31.91
70.50
1,500.00
308.72

Sub Total

£

4,805.00

Total =

£

14,298.47

Total

£
£

1,474.60
1,474.60

Grand Total

£

15,773.07

CONFIDENTIAL PAYMENTS
2199

Graham H Brown

Date

Income

30-Oct
13-Nov

Bank Interest
SCC

15-Nov

Chamber of Commerce

5000

Code
4010
4410

Town Clerk - Dec Salary 2006

Total
Deposit

Category of Income
Business Account - Monthly
Unknown
Payment on account for Christmas
Lights

Total Income =

Councillor R.R. Champion
Chairman

Signature________________

Councillor M. Lovell
Vice Chairman

Signature________________

£
£
£
£

240.65
10.00
2,500.00
2,750.65

Date_____________

Date_____________
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Shepton Mallet Town Council held on 19
December 2006, in the MDC Council Chamber, Cannards Grave Road,
Shepton Mallet.
Present: Chairman - Councillor R.R. Champion.
Cllrs: Mrs J.D. Bartlett, Mr C.C. Inchley, Mrs J.M. Marsh, Mr T.S. O’Connor, Mrs M.R. Robinson
and Mr N. F. Shearn.
Beat Manager PC Steve Hubbard, Three members of the public and no members of the press
were in attendance. The Chairman opened the meeting, welcoming members and the general
public. A brief was provided on Health & Safety requirements including emergency evacuation
and assembly point procedures. A further brief was provided as to the use of the Induction
Loop facility for users of hearing aids, use of the microphones was emphasised and informed
that the meeting would be audio-taped for internal use only. Mobile telephones were
requested to be switch off or to silent mode.
274./06 Public Forum
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Robinson, by unanimous vote, that
the meeting be adjourned for the matter to be transacted.
Police Update – Latest crime reports relating to the Town Centre were presented to Council
by Beat Manager Steve Hubbard. Clive Pearson requested police presence at the Community
Hospital site to monitor illegal car parking. Mike Harris was pleased to see an increased
police presence on foot. Cllrs undertook a question an answer session with the Beat Manager
relating to detection and charge rates for incidents, coverage of CCTV. PC Steve Hubbard
confirmed that he would progress matters relating to illegal car parking and obstruction to
the Community Hospital access and also enforcement of the Weight Restriction in the Town
Centre.
Notes of other matters raised were taken for internal action.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Robinson, by unanimous vote, that
the meeting now be brought back into session.
275./06 Apologies for absence – Cllrs Cann(family),
Jeremiah(family), Lovell(family) and Taylor(health).

Fone(work),

Hurrell(health),

Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above Apologies are accepted.
276./06 Members Declarations of Interests
a)

Planning Application 026727/013 & 014 – Cllr Marsh declared a Personal and
Prejudicial Interest in the matter and would leave the room at the appropriate point.

b)

Planning Decision 2 Bowlish Lane – Cllr Bartlett declared a Personal and Prejudicial
Interest in the matter and would leave the meeting if discussed. Cllr Inchley declared
a Personal & Non Prejudicial Interest in the matter.

c)

Precept 2007/08 – Cllr Marsh declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in code
6300 Town Clock and would leave the meeting if discussed. Cllr Inchley declared a
Personal & Non Prejudicial Interest in the code 6680 Mendip Community Transport.

Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above declarations are noted and duly recorded.
277./06 Chairman’s Announcements
Somerset County Youth Orchestra and Choir – A Carol and musical evening
Cathedral was attended by the Chairman on Monday 11 where young children,
schools attended from different parts of the county. Shepton 21 meeting –
Wednesday 13 attended with Cllr Inchley which they would report later in the

at Wells
from six
Held on
meeting.
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Christmas School concert was held on Thursday 14 December at Shepton Mallet
Community School which the Chairman had a very enjoyable morning with the first year
children presenting to an invited audience. Bellway Homes - Meeting yesterday cancelled
but at their request it has been moved to tomorrow, the reason being they are changing
their designers and they are going to involve a consultancy, so we should therefore, be
looking forward to a very different design. Christmas Carol Service at HM Prison – The
Chairman confirmed he would attend tomorrow evening and with a bit of luck would see us
all next year. Safer Business Award Scheme – Meeting to be held next Thursday 21
December with just a small number of personnel, to try and put in a few short cuts to get
this partnership up and running, all for the benefit of the Town.
278./06 Minutes
The Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 5 December 2006 were considered for
accuracy and content.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Shearn, by unanimous vote, that the
Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 5 December 2006 be approved as a true record
and signed by the Chairman.
279./06 Matters Arising from the Minutes – No matters were raised.
280./06 MCTI/Shepton 21 Update
Cllr Inchley provided update to the meeting he attended with the Chairman on the 13
December 2006 of 1.5 hours duration. Three main items were discussed which included;
CATEC – Bid was progressing, decision process may take approximately 6 months. They
were also pressing both SCC and MDC for allocation of the land for the proposed
development.
Strawberry Line East – Direction of the multi user path had been requested to re-route
through Croscombe by the Parish Council. It was now for Croscombe Parish Council to come
forward with proposals.
East Somerset Railway – The proposal to bring the railway into Shepton Mallet was still
being reviewed and Shepton 21 may wish to partnership fund a future feasibility study.
Resolve: by unanimous vote that the above matter is noted.
281./06 Matters to be Noted
a)

HERs

Minutes of the meeting held 14 November 2006 distributed to all
Cllrs, next meeting programmed for 21 February 2007 at 10am in
the MDC Committee Room.

b)

Somerset
Fire &
Rescue
Service

Thank you letter received from Chief Fire Officer Clive Kemp for the
Councils continued support by releasing staff for emergency Fire &
Rescue Duties. Also to wish a safe and happy Christmas as well as a
prosperous New Year.

c)

Shepton
Mallet
Cemetery
Capacity

MDC inform that the pressure on capacity originally thought to be
about two years supply has changed significantly with forecasts now
suggesting a further 6 years capacity exists due to a decline in burial
figures, which does not take into account the number of reserved
plots.

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by unanimous vote that
items a) to c) above are noted.

2

282./06 Planning Applications
a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

114441/001
Jarrold

Mr & Mrs M
Boakes
9 Bolter Lane,
Downside

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Champion, by a vote of
6 For and 1 Abstention – Recommend Approval.

119571/000
Jarrold

Mr & Mrs NJ
Stevenson
3 Four Acres

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Champion, by a vote
of 6 For and 1 Abstention – Recommend Approval.

109446/005
Taylor

Mrs L Martin
The Manor
House
Leg Square

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Champion, by a vote
of 6 For and 1 Abstention – Recommend Approval.

109446/004
Taylor

Mrs L Martin
The Manor
House
Leg Square

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Champion, by a vote
of 6 For and 1 Abstention – Recommend Approval.

026727/013
Taylor

Vodafone Ltd
Anglo Trading
Estate
Commercial
Road

Resolve:

f)

g)

Creation of off road parking area for 2
car at front of property (DEL)

Insertion of 2 roof lights in southwest elevation (DEL)

Conversion of former work shop into
extended living accommodation (DEL)

Full

Full

Conversion of former work shop into
extended living accommodation (DEL)

Installatio of 1 x 300mm diameter
transmission dish and ancillary
equipment (DEL)

Full

LBCalter
/ext
end

LBCalter /
extend

Cllr Marsh then left the room having declared an Interest earlier.
Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Shearn, by a vote of
3 For, 2 Against and 1 Abstention – Recommend Approval.

026727/014
Taylor

Vodafone Ltd
Anglo Trading
Estate
Commercial
Road

Installatio of 1 x 300mm diameter
transmission
dish
and
ancillary
equipment (DEL)

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Shearn, by a vote of
3 For, 2 Against and 1 Abstention – Recommend Approval.
Cllr Marsh then rejoined the meeting.

049286/010
Rodzaj

Britannia
Building Society
32 High Street

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Champion, by a vote of
4 For, 2 Against and 1 Abstention – Recommend Approval but that
the air conditioning units are to be switch off outside of opening
hours to protect the environment of adjoining residential
properties. It should also be noted that the Town Council raise
concern that some or all of the works had already been completed.

Alterations
to
shop
front
and
installation
of 3 air-conditioning
condenser units (DEL)

Full

Full
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h)

i)

049286/009
Rodzaj

Britannia
Building Society
32 High Street

Redecorating front entrance door,
installation of new fascia sign,
projecting sign and bracket (DEL)

LBCaleter /
extend

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Champion, by a vote of
4 For, 2 Against and 1 Abstention – Recommend Approval but it
should also be noted that the Town Council raise concern that
some or all of the works had already been completed.

A10898/002
Rodzaj

Britannia
Building Society
32 High Street

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Champion, by a vote of
4 For, 2 Against and 1 Abstention – Recommend Approval but it
should also be noted that the Town Council raise concern that
some or all of the works had already been completed.

Erection
of
replacement
fascia,
projecting sign and bracket (DEL)

Adve
rt’mt

283./06 Other Planning Matters
a) 118058/001 – 2 Bowlish Lane, Creation of decking area. Notice of appeal
received. Any further comments to be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate by 4
January 2007.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted and no further submission is required.
b) 101119485/000 – 51 Cowl Street – 7 November 2006 SMTC Recommended
Approval, MDC Refused.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted.
284./06 – Draft Economic Strategy - Regeneration Portfolio
Draft Economic Strategy for the Mendip Area and the Action Plan received. Written
comments or feedback required by the 22 December 2006. Original documents provided to
Cllr Inchley for review, copies of the documents available on the MDC website –
www.mendip.gov.uk
or
Mendip
Strategic
Partnership
website
–
www.mendipstrategicpartnership.org.uk . Report submitted by Cllr Inchley was reviewed. It
was considered that the Tourism proposals were acceptable but that the proposals for
employment and public transport was totally unacceptable. The Action Plan was considered
very weak and did not portray what they wished to achieve. There was no long term
transport strategy and several members raised much concern to future traffic congestion
once the Tesco and Haskins developments come online. Cllr Inchley was thanked for his
report which had provided much food for thought. Members considered the Council should
respond providing some clear direction as to improvement that they wished especially for the
Town centre.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Champion, by unanimous vote that
Cllr Inchley draw up a draft of all the points raised and submit to the Clerk for posting prior
to the deadline for response of the 4 January 2007.
285./06 – Damage to Toilet Exterior Light – Collett Park Portfolio
Incident 9/12 not reported to SMTC until 13/12 with smashed exterior light to ladies toilet.
Order placed with electrical contractor to replace. Cllr Inchley enquired if Quadron were still
under performing in respect of incident reporting, which was confirmed.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted.
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286./06 – Collapsed Stone Walling – Collett Park Portfolio
Insurers confirmed acceptance, work ordered with J Bailey and Son Ltd. Works program to
be submitted and a request for access letter sent to adjoining owner.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted.
287./06 – Precept 2007/08 - Administration Portfolio
Draft Precept, amended following Council resolves of the 5 December 2006. Revised
spreadsheet provided with the agenda. Members questioned the Clerk regarding the 6 month
rule and resolves made at the previous meeting of Council. Resolves previous made were not
open for discussion but that the remainder budget heading and indeed the complete precept
was available for consideration and resolve. Several members considered that financial and
performance criteria should be considered to provision of both specific annual grants and to
general grants. The Clerk recommended that this be considered when the funds were
resolved to be expended. The current consideration was for budget heading totals and
Precept requirement only.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by a vote of 5 For and 2
Against, that the draft precept with an overall budget spend of £156,422 less an estimated
income of £3,000, plus a further estimated sum of £26,050 is taken from reserves which will
make a precept requirement of £127,372 is approved (copy attached to these minutes). With
the latest estimate received from the District Council this will equate to a Parish Rate of
£40.44 which relates to a Band D property and is the same rate as previous year. The
proposed estimated Parish Rate of £40.44 per Band D Property would equate to nil change
on the previous year of 2006/07.
288./06 Agenda Matters for the Next Meeting
The next meeting is to be held on 2 January 2007 at 7.00pm in the Mendip District Council
Chamber.
The Chairman thanked members for their attendance, wished all a happy Christmas and
prosperous New Year and closed the meeting at 8.16pm.

Councillor R.R Champion
Chairman

Signature_____________
_____/_____/_2007
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