Minutes of the Meeting of the Shepton Mallet Town Council held on 2
January 2007, in MDC Council Chamber, Cannards Grave Road, Shepton
Mallet.
Present: Chairman – Councillor Mr R.R. Champion.
Cllrs Mrs J.D. Bartlett, Mr J.E. Gilham, Mr C.C. Inchley, Mr C.F. Lockey, Mr M. Lovell, Mrs L.A.
Manvill, Mrs J.M. Marsh, Mr T.S. O’Connor, Mrs M.R. Robinson, Mr N. F. Shearn and Mr A. Taylor.
Three members of the public and no members of the press in attendance.
The Chairman opened the meeting, welcoming members and the general public. A brief was
provided on Heath & Safety requirements including emergency evacuation and assembly point
procedures. A further brief was provided as to the use of the Induction Loop facility for users of
hearing aids and use of the microphones was emphasised. The meeting was also informed that the
meeting would be audio-taped for internal use only and mobile telephone were requested to be
switched off or to silent mode.
1/07 Public Forum
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting be adjourned for the matter to be transacted.
Notes of the matters raised were recorded for internal use and action.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Gilham, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting now be brought back into session.
2/07 Apologies for absence – Cann (family) and Hurrell (health-previous letter).
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above Apologies are accepted.
3/07 Members Declarations of Interests
a)
Collett Park and Covenants Relating to Collett Park - Members collectively made a
declaration as to a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in the matter as each member of the Town
Council is a Trustee but that dispensation has been afforded in the matter from the Standards
Committee in July 2003 for the life of the current Council (until April 2007).
b)
Planning Application 034879/010 and 034879/011 both relating to the Day
Centre, Old Wells Road. Cllr Marsh declared a Personal and Non-Prejudicial Interest in the
matter.
c)
Planning Application A11119/000 ADP Dental Practice, 13 Town Street. Cllr Marsh
declared a Personal and Non-Prejudicial Interest in the matter.
Resolve: that the above declarations are noted and duly recorded.
4/07 Chairman’s Announcements
The Chairman wished everyone including the members of the public a very Happy New Year. He
confirmed a quite Christmas with two functions attended on behalf of the Council, one of which was
the carol service at HM Prison which was a very interesting night. He now looked forward to a good
2007.
5/07 Minutes
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on the 19 December 2006 were considered for
accuracy and content.
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Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, with a vote of 11 For and 1
Abstention, that the Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 19 December 2006 be approved
as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
6/07 Matters Arising from the Minutes
a)
Min 275./06 Apologies for absence – One member raised concerned that no vote had
been taken in this matter. The Chairman confirmed that like many matters which were minor the
meeting came to a general consensus and considered they was no requirement to vote. The Clerk
reaffirmed the Standing Order requirements and voting procedure to resolve a legal decision. The
Chairman noted the matter and confirmed the Council would continue as it had done in the past.
b)
Min 284./06 Economic Strategy – One member confirmed that the consultation response
had been returned to MDC by the required timescale and was available in SMTC office for both Cllrs
and members of the public to view if needed.
Resolve: that the above matters a) and b) are noted.
7/07 Somerset County Council Update
Cllr Margaret Robinson updated Council, that SCC were currently undertaking Road Safety studies
to the A37 and also the B3135 Pilton to Shepton Mallet highways. SCC did have a budget for and
were carrying out tree planting schemes across the County. Cllr Robinson was also looking into
housing concerns in the Sales House area with both MDC and owners Solon Housing Association.
One member enquired progress update to the Woodland Initiative between SMTC and SCC. The
response was that little progress had been made. Several members considered that MDC should be
progressing tree planting schemes and that the Millennium Way bordering Collett Park may be an
ideal site.
Resolve: by unanimous vote that Cllr Inchley would pick up and progress the Community
Woodland Initiative with both SCC and the Duchy of Cornwall. Cllr Robinson would have a word
with the contractor Quadron regarding tree planting and the area of the Millennium Way in
conjunction with MDC in the first instance.
8/07 District Council Update – No update at this time.
9/07 Shepton 21 Update – No update at this time.

10/07

Matters to be noted
a)

Register
Of
Electors

Requested MDC to provide Register in data format and also to provide
monthly updates. This register is for internal use only but is also open to
public inspection under supervision. Data should be available within 3
weeks.

Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above matter is noted.
11/07

Planning Applications
a)

034879/011
Rodzac

Resolve;

Western Challenge
Housing
Association Ltd,
Day Centre
Old Wells Road

Replacement of existing windows to
UPVC (DEL)

Full

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Lockey, by a vote of 11 For
and 1 Abstention – Recommend Approval.
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b)

023610/000
Jarrold

Resolve;

c)

A11119/000
Langford
Resolve;

12/07

Mr J Portingale
Sarnia
Back Lane,
Downside

Single storey side extension (DEL)
Full

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Gilham, by a vote of 9 For
and 3 Abstention – Recommend Approval.
ADP Dental
Practice
13 Town Street

One projecting sign and one fascia
sign (DEL)

Advert’
mt

Proposed by Cllr Shearn, seconded by Cllr Taylor, by a vote of 10 For
and 2 Abstention – Recommend Approval.

Other Planning Matters

a) 100042/020 Elliot Building to MDC – SMTC Recommended Refusal, loss of parking, MDC
Granted – Reasons provided.
b) 0348789/010 Day Centre, Old Wells Road – 7 November 2006 SMTC Recommended
Refusal on the sole reason of unacceptable design. This will be considered by MDC Planning Board
on Wednesday 3 January 2007 starting at 6pm.
c)
014359/019BT Phone Mast at Framptons - SMTC Recommended Refusal for reasons of
public safety. This is also to be considered by MDC Planning Board on Wednesday 3 January 2007
starting at 6pm.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, with a vote of 11 For and 1
Abstention, that the above matters a) b) and c) are noted.

13/07

Park Contractor Quarterly Report – Collett Park Portfolio

December 2006 Report submitted by the contractor, previously copied to all Cllrs and attached to
these minutes. Members enquired as to why the park contractor Quadron was not present as
contractually required and agreed.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by a unanimous vote, that the
matter be deferred until the next meeting of Council when the Park Contractor is required to attend
and present the report in person.

14/07

Future Lake Clearance – Collett Park Portfolio

Shepton Mallet Drifters Boat Club was saddened to report that annual clearance of the lake which is
a heavy manual task is now too large for them to undertake. They wished Council to consider
future clearance by mechanical aids and the park contractor. They still wish to contribute to the
upkeep by helping to keep the islands tidy and clean. Members considered the possible plus and
minus outcome for not cleaning the lake so deeply and not so frequently. The consensus was that
there was some requirement for partial clearance on a regular basis but that the lake need not be
so clinically cleaned.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Robinson, by unanimous vote, that Cllr
Robinson request the park contractor Quadron to undertake partial clearance of the lake at the
most appropriate time in the year and to firstly obtain environment advice in the matter and
provide a report to Council. The Drifters Model Boat Club is requested to continue support by way
of regularly clearing the lake of algae and blanket weed as and when it occurred in lieu of
maintenance to the islands which were the contractual responsibility of the park contractor
Quadron.
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15/07

War Memorial – Properties Portfolio

Report from the Historical Research Agency now received and under review by the Chairman and
Properties Portfolio Holder. Account received and passed for payment. Re-imbursement was still
being chased by the Clerk from MDC.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Champion, by unanimous vote, that the report
is submitted to MDC for their review and subsequent return and that approval is now requested to
continue with the structural survey. Any members of the public who wish to review the report may
do so at the Town Council offices. Further copies could only be taken at a charge of £25 due to
copyright requirements.

16/07

Highway Lighting – The Stumbles Inn - Regeneration Portfolio

SCC Report that they were unable to upgrade lighting in this area due to other priorities and lack of
funding.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Champion, by unanimous vote, that Cllr
Margaret Robinson take the matter up with her husband Somerset County Cllr Stephen Robinson to
see if he could take the matter forward within SCC in the first instance and to provide a progress
report. Should the matter still not be progressed successfully then the matter should be referred
back to this Council for further consideration.
17/07

Finance

Accounts for Payment by Cheque
One member enquired the payment for the Christmas Tree Crowd Barriers. The Clerk confirmed
this was a one off payment for the purchase of the barriers which would now be kept for future
years and that MDC would be reimbursing the Council for the nett costs.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Robinson, seconded by Cllr Gilham, by unanimous vote, that payments
made by Cheque for January 2007 as per Appendix “A” attached to these Minutes, be approved.
a. Accounts previously paid by Direct Debit
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Robinson, seconded by Cllr Gilham, by unanimous vote that payments
made by Direct Debit for January 2007 as per Appendix “A” as attached to these Minutes be
approved.
b. Confidential Salaries for Payment by Cheque
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Robinson, seconded by Cllr Gilham, by unanimous vote that the
Confidential Salary Payments for January 2007 as per Appendix “A” (Confidential Section) attached
to these Minutes be approved.

18/07

Agenda Matters for the Next Meeting

The next meeting is to be held on 16 January 2007 at 7.00pm.

19/07

No matters were raised.

Black Swan Glass Window

The Chairman, with Councils approval permitted Cllr Marsh to raise this urgent late matter. Email
received from the developer of the Amulet had confirmed that no stained glass window was located
but they had a plastic coloured section with a black swan which was broken and could be collected
of required, failing same they would dispose of.
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Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, by a unanimous vote, that the plastic section is collected and
stored as evidence and that further investigations take place if possible to enquire if the original
was of glass and also where it could be relocated. The Clerk confirmed that he would arrange the
collection and storage tomorrow.
The Chairman thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 8.05pm.
Councillor R.R. Champion
Chairman

Signature; _______________
___/___/2007
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A P P E N D I X
Cheque
No
2203
2205
2206
2207
2208

Payee

Code

MLAN Electrical Contractors
H M Revenue & Customs
H W Signs
Somerset Forge Ltd
Kathryn Spiers - Historical
Research

Payments by Direct Debit
30/11/06 Quadron Services Limited
20/11/06 Plusnet Tech Ltd
28/11/06 Somerset CC Pensions
30/11/06 Cleanaway Limited
1/12/06
Market Town
4/12/06
CGU Bonus

6600
5000-10-20
6030-80
6600
6450

“ A ”
Total
Payment

Goods Supplied
Balance of Christmas Lighting Contract
Tax / NI Payment 3rd Quarter 2006/07
Collett Park Signage & Repairs
Christmas Tree Crowd Barriers
War Memorial Historical Research Report

£
£
£
£
£

2,673.13
2,054.45
611.59
1,057.50
823.50

£

7,220.17

6000/6005
5160

Collett Park Ground Care Contract
Broadband Subscription

£
£

2,511.22
20.49

5010
6020
5315
5200/6090

Pension Scheme - Monthly Contribution
Collett Park Ground - Waste Collection
Website - Monthly Charge
Insurance Premium

£
£
£
£

382.65
31.91
70.50
308.72

Sub Total

£

3,325.49

Total =

£

10,545.66

Total

£
£

1,474.82
1,474.82

Grand Total

£

12,020.48

CONFIDENTIAL PAYMENTS
2204

Date
5-Dec

10-Nov
12-Dec
12-Dec
20-Dec

Graham H Brown

Income
Footpath Booklet
Bank Interest
Footpath Booklet
Chamber of Commerce
Mrs Dymond

5000

Code
4410
4010
4410

4410

Town Clerk - Jan Salary 2007

Total
Deposit

Category of Income
Sales of booklets
Business Account - Monthly
Sales of booklets
Payment on account for Christmas Lights
Memorial Seat - Collett Park

Total Income =

£
£
£
£
£

20.00
244.59
19.95
1,400.50
475.00

£

2,160.04

Councillor R.R. Champion
Chairman

Signature________________

Date_____________

Councillor M. Lovell
Vice Chairman

Signature________________

Date_____________
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Shepton Mallet Town Council held on 16 January
2007, in the MDC Council Chamber, Cannards Grave Road, Shepton Mallet.
Present: Chairman - Councillor R.R. Champion
Cllrs: Mrs J.D. Bartlett, Mr C.C. Inchley, Mr N. Jeremiah, Mr C.F. Lockey, Mr M. Lovell , Mrs J.M.
Marsh, Mr T.S. O’Connor, Mrs M.R. Robinson, Mr N. F. Shearn and Mr A. Taylor.
Mr John Waddington (Bellway Technical Manager), Mr Ian Mellor & Mr Matthew Rutty (Barton
Willmore). Penny Featherstone PCSO. David Littlewood (Quadron Services Ltd). Mr Les Kimberley
(Senior Planning Officer MDC).
Eight members of the public and one member of the press were in attendance. The Chairman
opened the meeting, welcoming members and the general public. A brief was provided on Health
& Safety requirements including emergency evacuation and assembly point procedures. A further
brief was provided as to the use of the Induction Loop facility for users of hearing aids, use of the
microphones was emphasised and informed that the meeting would be audio-taped for internal
use only. Mobile phones were requested to be switched off or to silent mode.
20./07 Bellway Homes Development (Hitchen Lane) Presentation
The three members of the Bellway Team provided a 50 minute presentation which included
interaction with members of the public and Cllrs. The 1.1 hectare site already had outline
planning permission for residential development along with highway access. The previous
detailed application had been refused, which went to appeal and the refusal was upheld
mainly due to design grounds. New architects have reviewed and provided a revised layout /
design and following this consultation process will look to submit a further planning
application. Points of concern were raised by the members of the Public as follows;
 Highway Safety and congestion through the Hitchen Lane Junction;
 The latest design was an improvement on the previous application;
 Future development of land to the south where access and additional traffic would be
through this development and all using the Hitchen Lane Junction;
 Hitchen Lane should be upgraded and fully adopted by Highways, currently no
pavements, no highway drainage, electric service pole and street light out in the
highway by some way, single carriageway with all users, children, families, the elderly,
cyclist and motorist all using the same section of highway;
 Tesco 106 monies should be allocated to upgrade Hitchen Lane highway;
 Only 24 houses, the rest were flats, there were far too many flats within the Town;
 Tesco may well want the flats built as they do provide housing for some of their staff;
 The development should consist of family homes such as 2 bedroom houses;
 Buildings should be environmentally friendly with use of solar panels etc;
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Marsh, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting now be brought back into session. Cllrs then raised the following points;
 Of the 69 units why have 45 flats, Shepton requires family homes and not more flats;
 The density was far too high, the site was considered over developed;
 MDC and SCC had let the Town down badly with not pushing for upgrade to the
highway infrastructure especially taking all the other adjoining developments of Tesco /
Haskins etc into account;
 The developer had a duty of care to the people they would sell the new housing to and
therefore should be responsible for highway safety and they should include for upgrade
to Hitchen Lane and to ensure full adoption by the Highway Authority.
The Bellway Team responded with the following comments;
The Highway concerns and site access had already received consideration and outline planning
permission was already in place;
The density was acceptable and the dwellings mix are as required by MDC Housing Policy and
also in line with their own market research;
The number of car parking spaces at 1.5 units per dwelling was within national guidelines;
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There was no known requirement for future access to dormant land to the south of the
development. The south of this site was designed for open public space and the existing trees
were protected by TPOs;
They considered they had worked towards the points raised by the Planning Inspectorate with
this new design.
The dwellings would be energy efficient and they would also liaise with the Police in respect of
home security and safety, although they considered the whole site relatively safe due to high
walling on three sides and only one entry / exit point for traffic.
The Chairman summarised the comments made by both the Public and Council requesting the
developer to take up the challenge of upgrade to Hitchen lane and also to provide a design
with less flats. He thanked the Bellway Team for their presentation and looked forward to
review of any future Planning Application. The Bellway Team, Mr Les Kimberley and several
members of the public then left the meeting.
21./07 Public Forum
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded Cllr Inchley, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting be adjourned for the matter to be transacted.
Notes of matters raised under Public Forum were taken for internal use. Mike Harris raised
concern as to a lack of feedback or response to matters raised under Public Forum now that
they were not included within the Minutes. The Clerk confirmed that detailed notes of each
Public Forum were collated, copied to all Cllrs and appropriate action was taken. He further
stressed that day to day matters should be reported directly to the Clerk in the Town Council
Offices who would action the matter when resources allowed and provide direct feedback. Mr
Harris confirm hat he did not have issue with the response performance of the Clerk.
Police Matters; PCSO Penny Featherstone updated Council.
 Crime figures were down on the previous month which included both nuisance and
criminal damage. Overall the Christmas period had been very good.
 A recent problem with graffiti was now being addressed with those concerned may be
made to clear up the mess.
 There was one additional PCSO starting next week and an additional one being trained
in Wells, hopefully by the end of February the Beat Team would consist of the Beat
Manager and 3 PCSOs.
 Speedwatch was progressing, 4 more volunteers had been trained up and they were
hopefully to obtain further cameras.
 Sparkplugs initiative was now operating from Street where youths could go on a 6
week course to receive additional training on how to maintain, look after and drive
their vehicles.
 Concern was raised by one Cllr as to the opening hours and manning of the front desk
in Shepton Mallet Police Station.
 A further member congratulated the Beat Team on their good work to-date.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting now be brought back into session.
22./07 Apologies for absence – Cllr Fone (work).
Resolve: Noted.
Cllr Cann (via email before the start of the meeting – work) - recorded by the Clerk following
the meeting.
23./07 Members Declarations of Interests
Highway Lighting outside 54 Willow Drive – Cllrs Inchley and Lockey both declared a
Personal and Prejudicial Interest in the matter and would leave the meeting at the appropriate
point.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above declarations are noted and duly recorded.
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24./07 Chairman’s Announcements – The Chairman apologised that he had not brought his
list with him and one important announcement involved a resident of Shepton. He would defer
these announcements until the next meeting.
25./07 Minutes
The Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 2 January 2007 were considered for
accuracy and content.
Cllrs Bartlett and Marsh both raised concern that Minute 2./07 recorded a unanimous vote,
but that no vote had been taken. The voting procedure and recording of same was discussed
at some length. The Clerk confirmed the requirement to vote was not a Quality Council
matter, the procedure was a legal requirement and clearly defined within Standing Orders. All
matters requiring a legal resolve should be made by way of a vote and the Clerk confirmed
the requirement in respect of Apologies for Absence especially in the event that a casual
vacancy should arise. The matter had been previously considered at the last meeting under
Minute 6./07 a). Several Cllrs considered that if members tabled their apologies then Council
should accept those apologies. Cllr Lockey proposed that the meeting move to next business.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by a vote of 8 For and 3
Abstentions, that the Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 2 January 2007 be
approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
26./07 Matters Arising from the Minutes
a) Min 13./07 Collett Park Contracts Report
David Littlewood, Quadron, presented his report (attached). The reason for his non
attendance at the previous meeting was that he understood his report was to be
presented to this meeting. Len Withers had now retired as Park Keeper after some 8
years service with Quadron, the vacancy for his replacement was being advertised outside
the company with a view to attain an operative with the required qualifications. Following
vandalism damage, new lights had now been fitted to the exterior of the toilets and the
blocked pipe-work to the lake inlet had been repaired although re-pointing of the wall and
reinstatement of the tarmacadam had still to be completed.
One member raised concern that there appeared no timescale for filling of the Park
Keepers vacancy and several members raised concern as to lack of awareness and
complaints received following works by Quadron to the boundary of Collett Park and the
Millennium Way. David Littlewood confirmed that the Collett Park Portfolio Holder was
aware and he was also working with the agreement of MDC. The mud situation was due
to the weather and both himself and the Collett Park Portfolio Holder confirmed the area
was to be replanted in a wildlife theme and would look nice when completed. Quadron
were undertaking the work with spare plant and labour at no cost to the Town Council.
David apologised and confirmed he would keep the Town Council fully informed of such
matters in the future.
b) Min 14./07 Collett Park – Future Lake Clearance – Response received from Drifters
Model Boat Club and request for the Town Council to consider trial bales of Barley Straw.
There was no further discussion on this matter.
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr Marsh, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous vote, that both
item a) and b) above are noted.
c)

Community Woodland Initiative – Cllr Inchley confirmed that the matter was
progressing with a meeting arranged for this Thursday 18 January 2007 at 5pm which he
hoped Phil Stone from SCC and Tom McCaw from the Duchy of Cornwall would both
attend.

Resolve; Noted.
27./07 Somerset County Council – A37 Road Safety Study. Somerset Road Safety
Partnership being developed. A37 identified as a priority for road safety measures as 213
people killed along rural section in the last 5 years. First stage will be erecting 7 temporary
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information signs at 7 strategic locations along the route in the next few months followed by
other measures in spring 2007. Looking to achieve set government targets to reduce people
being killed or injured by some 40% by 2011.
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr Lockey, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous vote, that a letter
is sent to SCC, Tony Shire, Portfolio Holder, raising much concern as to the dangerous
junction between the A37 and A361 at Beardly Batch, to raise concern as to the number of
fatally and injury accidents on this junction, to inform previously agreed at SCC that a central
right turn filter lane would be provided in the existing A37 highway and to enquire why this
had not been actioned to date along with a program of when this will be completed. Copy of
the letter is to be sent to the Somerset Road Safety Partnership.
28./07 Somerset County Council – Safe Route to Schools – Cllr Margaret Robinson was
disappointed to confirmed written confirmation from SCC that there were no current plans to
proceed with the previous scheme for the Community Infants School in Waterloo Road. No
crossing or traffic calming measures are being progressed.
Resolve; Noted
29./07 Local Government Review – Unitary Authority Bids – Cllr Robinson confirmed this
was top of the MDC agenda at present. The Clerk updated members that Cllr Champion,
Shearn and himself had attended a meeting with MDC that very afternoon to receive update.
All Cllrs had been provided with latest updates from both SCC and MDC with hard copy
documents supplied at this evenings meeting. Cllr Inchley considered that the matter should
be noted but that the Town Council should consider a response when the lengthy information
had been reviewed and when further details were known, which would be in the near future,
Resolve; Noted.
30./07 Matters to be Noted
a) Police
Newsletter

Second newsletter received from Chief Superintendent Nikki Watson,
District Commander – Somerset East. Available in the office but ecopy previously requested for distribution to all Cllrs.

b) Mendip
Strategic
Partnership

Minutes of the meeting held on the 28 November 2006 available from
the office.

c)

d)

Allotment
Rent
Renewals
and
Newsletter
Continued
Loan of
Painting to
Christchurch
Council

Rent renewal letters sent to all 78 allotments tenants due the 1
February 2007 along with copy of 2007 Newsletter (previously sent to
all Cllrs).
Christchurch Council confirm extended agreement for loan of the
Frank Richards painting “ Christchurch Minster” for a further period of
two years from 11 November 2006 and have provided details of their
insurance cover which is renewed annually on the 1 May. Matter diary
for review in September 2008.

e)

Road Closure
A371
Cannards
Grave

SCC Highways inform road closure for 7 weeks starting 22 January
2007 from Junction Dark Lane to Cannards Grave roundabout for
drainage and associated works to take place.

f)

Wolff Stone
Public
Enquiry

Planning Appeal – Wolff Stone, Units 9, 10 & 10a Fosse Lane
Industrial Estate - Change of Venue, will now be held in the Thatched
Cottage, 63-67 Charlton Road on the 6 February 2007 at 10am.

Resolve; Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by unanimous vote, that the
above matters item a) to f) are noted.
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31./07 Planning Applications
a)

076113/012

Resolve:

The Chapman
Group
Land adjoining
the Highwayman,
Cannards Grave
Road

Erection of 13 low energy mixed
market homes with landscaping,
public and play areas and associated
parking
plus reorganisation and
landscaping of existing car park (DEL)

Full

Proposed by Cllr Lockey, seconded by Cllr Marsh, by a vote of 8
For and 3 Abstentions – Recommend Refusal. Previous matters for
refusal had not been address and the density had been increased.
Points for refusal are as follows; Outside of development boundary of
the Town, over development, too high density, close proximity to
premise which noise may emit, lack of main sewers with ongoing
problems in the general area of septic tanks over flowing.

32./07 Highway Lighting Unit outside number 54 Willow Drive – Community & Leisure
Portfolio
Cllr Inchley having previously declared an Interest in the matter left the meeting. Cllr Lockey
having previously declared an Interest remained in the meeting but did not speak or vote
thereon.
SCC requested consideration for SMTC to take responsibility to maintain this light in future as
although SCC have maintained for some time they consider them not to be on adopted
highway or public rights of way. Should SMTC be unable to accept these units they wished to
be provided with any additional information so that the units can be maintained by the land
owner.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Bartlett, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by a vote of 8 For and 1
Abstentions, that the Town Council do not have ownership of the land in question and that the
Town Council will not accept ownership or liability for the Street Lighting unit in question. The
Town Council consider that the function remains the duty of SCC but that MDC may well be
the owners of the land concerned or may have details of any private landowner if applicable.
Cllr Inchley then rejoined the meeting.
33./07 – Somerset Local Access Forum – Footpath Portfolio
Set up 5 years ago to improve the public’s local access to existing Rights of Way networks,
green spaces and the countryside. Invite from SCC for application for membership of the
Forum as about five seats become available on the Forum each year. One of the SLAF
members already live within SM Parish. The Clerk confirmed that the matter had been
discussed with the Footpaths Portfolio Holder, Cllr Manvill, whom had indicated her willingness
to undertake subject to her availability.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by a vote of 10 For and 1
Abstention, that Cllr Manvill is nominated as the Town Council representative to the Somerset
Local Access Forum subject to her agreement and availability.
34./07 – Town Council Structure and Meeting Schedule – Administration Portfolio
Council previously resolved to operate the current pilot until May 2007. However there was a
requirement to book meeting rooms with MDC prior to this date for all of 2007. Council was
also requested to consider setting up of a Working Party of interested members to review and
work up future options for the structure of the Council. Options and preference could be set
by this Council with full consideration and resolve by the new Council following the May
elections. The Administration Portfolio Holder provided all Cllrs with a short report for
consideration. The Clerk emphasised the requirement for this Council to work up options
which could then be considered by the new Council in May. The results of the elections and
the Councils AGM would be very close together due to the delay in counting of postal votes.
The new Council would be extremely busy once elected and there was a requirement at the
AGM to vote in Chairs and Portfolio Holders to the existing structure. The experience and
expertise of this Council would be invaluable in working up options which could then be
considered or amended at the AGM by the new Council.
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Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Shearn, seconded by Cllr Bartlett, by unanimous vote, that the
draft meeting schedule (attached to these minutes) providing two Council meetings per
calendar month is approved and that the meeting rooms are to be booked with MDC. The
matter is subject to further review and amendment by the newly elected Council following the
May 2007 elections.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Shearn, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by unanimous vote, that Cllrs
should put forward ideas and proposals to the Administration Portfolio Holder or Clerk to
collate and then for a working party or the Administration Portfolio be tasked with considering
the matter further and provide an options report to Council prior to the May Elections.
35./07 – Winter Newsletter – “Your Mendip” Publication – Administration Portfolio
To be issued earlier than previously and full page not available within next issue, however
they will attempt to put as much in as we provide. Text and Images need to be with them by
end of January 2007. Issue will come out in early April 2007. One member confirmed some
content had already been received from Shepton 21 and all members were asked for input as
this was the largest publication of the year. The Clerk requested Councils permission for him
to add additional articles and information from a pack received to publicise the coming parish
elections, inform the undertakings of a Town Councillor, and how to become a Town
Councillor. All information had been supplied by SALC in template format and to be bespoke
for each Parish.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Champion, by a vote of 8 For and 3 Abstentions, that members
provide what details they could provide and the Clerk proceed with any additional requirement
to raise the profile of the Town Council, the undertaking of a Town Councillor and the
forthcoming Parish Elections using templates supplied by SALC.
36./07 Agenda Matters for the Next Meeting
The next meeting is to be held on 6 February 2007 at 7.00pm in the Mendip District Council
Chamber.
The Chairman thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 9.12 pm.

Councillor R.R. Champion
Chairman

Signature_____________
_____/_____/_2007
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Shepton Mallet Town Council held on 6
February 2007, in MDC Council Chamber, Cannards Grave Road, Shepton
Mallet.
Present: Chairman – Councillor Mr R.R. Champion.
Cllrs Mrs J.D. Bartlett, Mr J.E. Gilham, Mr K.J. Hurrell, Mr C.C. Inchley, Mr C.F. Lockey, Mr M.
Lovell, Mrs L.A. Manvill, Mrs J.M. Marsh, Mr T.S. O’Connor, Mrs M.R. Robinson, Mr N. F. Shearn and
Mr A. Taylor.
Seven members of the public and one member of the press in attendance.
The Chairman opened the meeting, welcoming members and the general public. A brief was
provided on Heath & Safety requirements including emergency evacuation and assembly point
procedures. A further brief was provided as to the use of the Induction Loop facility for users of
hearing aids and use of the microphones was emphasised. The meeting was also informed that the
meeting would be audio-taped for internal use only and mobile telephone were requested to be
switched off or to silent mode.
37/07

Public Forum

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting be adjourned for the matter to be transacted.
Notes of the matters raised were recorded for internal use and action.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting now be brought back into session.
38/07

Apologies for absence – Cllr Cann (work- via email) and Cllr Fone (work).

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by a vote of 10 For and 3
Abstentions, that the above Apologies are accepted and Cllr Hurrell is welcomed back to the
Council following his extended period of ill health.
39/07

Members Declarations of Interests

a) Collett Park and Covenants Relating to Collett Park - Members collectively made a
declaration as to a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in the matter as each member of the Town
Council is a Trustee but that dispensation has been afforded in the matter from the Standards
Committee in July 2003 for the life of the current Council (until April 2007).
b) Music in Collett Park – Cllr Gilham and Lovell declared a Personal & Prejudicial Interest in the
matter as both were members of local Bands which were not currently involved.
c) Flooding in Shepton Mallet - Cllr Inchley declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in the
matter.
d) Planning Application A11119/000 ADP Dental Practice, 13 Town Street. Cllr Marsh
declared a Personal and Non-Prejudicial Interest in the matter.
e) Planning Application 034879/010 Day Care Centre, Old Wells Road. Cllr Marsh declared
a Personal and Non-Prejudicial Interest in the matter.
Resolve: by unanimous vote that the above declarations are noted and duly recorded.

40/07

Chairman’s Announcements

The Chairman reported that the Mid Somerset Camera Club had provided an open invitation to
an Evening Exhibition on Tuesday 13 February 2007 starting at 7.45pm in Tor Leisure Centre.
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Sector Police Inspector Paul Richards was being promoted and would be leaving the Sector
and wished to address Council later in the meeting. Grants, it is nice to know that the money we
put into the grants pot, is put to very good use and helps put some young people sights into
perspective. Sophie Burr is the young girl in question; she is a member of and trains with
‘Shepton Mallet Skydivers’; that we as a Town Council have helped in some small way.
September 2006 saw her in travelling to the Czech Republic, for an International Friendly, one of
the first steps to the Olympics; she was competing in the youth U17 section, up against older
competitors, and finished fourth. Sophie has achieved quite a lot in the last few months by winning
the U15 National Championships back in July; it was because of this win she was selected for the
Great Britain Youth Squad. This squad then travelled to Germany during July 2006 and Sophie
finished third of which GB overall took the first team medal. The next competition was a three way
special where she came second, again GB won first as a team. The latest international event took
place in Kent, including 5 other countries, Sophie entered the U17 along side 94 other competitors
th
and came in 6 place, and I would like to send this council’s congratulations and mine to her and
th
th
wish her all the best in Canada. On the 18 & 19 January 2007 the Chairman was involved in the
Shepton 21 interview panel for the applications for the Administrative Assistant, that this council
and the Community Development Agent is funding. From the number of applications received this
was brought down to three interviews on Thursday and Four on the Friday. They have appointed a
Carol Dauncy for the Admin Assistant and for the CDA it is a Tanya Lawler who was at last nights
Shepton 21 meeting. On the 18th January the Chairman was involved in a Community Woodland
meeting with the Duchy and SCC, which Cllr Inchley is to report on later, the Chairman then
attended a Chamber of Commerce meeting where the prize for the Best Christmas Shop
Window was presented, and the winner was ‘The Cobblers’ a local shop where they are doing
th
great business with customers coming from far and wide. On Thursday 25 the Safer Business
Award was held, now with 50 plus members signed up, the committee members being, Chairman;
Ian Jarmaine & Fran Wulf as vice chairman, with Phil Stevens, Helen Lacey & Carol Baker all with
positions.
41/07

Minutes

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on the 16 January 2007 were considered for
accuracy and content.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Shearn, with a vote of 11 For and 2
Abstentions, that the Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 16 January 2007 be approved
as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
42/07

Matters Arising from the Minutes

a)
Min 20./07 Bellway Homes Development, Hitchen Lane. A letter of objection to this
application had been received from a member of the Community and was read by the Chairman.
The Clerk confirmed that he had already provided a written response and highlighted that the Town
Council fully supported all of his concerns and had raised all the points at previous meetings and
considerations.
Resolve: that the matter is noted.

43/07

Somerset County Council Matters

a. Mendip Area Working Panel – Summary of this new initiative was previously provided to all
Cllrs. Initial meeting programmed for 8 February 6.30pm at Doulting Village Hall to which the
Clerk confirmed he had both the Agenda and supporting documents. Council was requested to
consider nomination of a representative to attend.
Resolve: that Cllrs Bartlett, Shearn and Robinson would attend the meeting.
b. Safe Route to Schools – A disappointing response had been received from Mr Tony Shire,
Portfolio Holder for Highways at SCC with regard to proposals which would not now be
progressed to the County Infants School and Waterloo Road areas. The Clerk confirmed that
Tony Shire had already been requested to attend a meeting in the Town to discuss highway
matters with both the Council and the Police.
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Resolve: that the meeting with Tony Shire and the Police still be progressed but that the Town
Council write to SCC demanding that the Safe Route to Schools initiative for the County Infants
School and Waterloo Road as previously promised is delivered.
c. Charlton Road Pedestrian Crossing – There was no further progress to report.
Resolve: that the matter is noted.

44/07

District Council Update – Civic Hall / CATEC Project

The Clerk has previously distributed the resolves of the MDC Cabinet which met last evening and
supported in principle the redevelopment of the Haskins proposals together with the initiatives of
Shepton Mallet Town Council to construct the civic building on the MDC land and to support the
CATEC proposals. The MDC Cabinet also further approved the principle of the recycling area of the
Commercial Rd car park being made available to Shepton Mallet Town Council. The mode of any
subsequent disposal leasehold or freehold would be the subject of further negotiations.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Champion, by a vote of 12 For and 1
Abstention that a meeting is arranged to progress matters as soon as possible.
45/07

Shepton 21 Update

Notes of the latest meeting held Monday 5 February 2007 were distributed to all Cllrs. Several Cllrs
raised concern as to the proposed expenditure on yet another round of feasibility studies some of
which had been looked at previously, others considered that they were a positive requirement and
that it was good to see progress being made by Shepton 21.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Gilham, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous vote that the report of
the meeting held Monday 5 February 2007 (attached to these minutes) are accepted and Shepton
21 are thanked for their efforts and progress to date.

46/07

Sector Police Inspector Paul Richards

Paul Richards then arrived at the meeting from a previous engagement.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting be adjourned for the matter to be transacted.
Paul Richards informed Council that he was leaving the Sector following his promotion to take up
post at Yeovil as Chief Inspector of Operations where he would be responsible for all four Sectors
including the one involving Shepton Mallet. Paul confirmed that in the last 18 months significant
changes had been made in the sector with excellent partnerships and increased police visual
presence in the Town. He thanked the Town Council for support throughout this period. Cllrs then
under took a question and answer session with Inspector Paul Richards who considered that the
policy of closure to the Shepton Mallet front office on a Monday may well continue. The Chairman
and members all congratulated Inspector Paul Richards on his promotion and his work for the
Town. There was a round of applause and Inspector Richards then left the meeting.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Hurrell, by unanimous vote that the meeting
now be brought back into session.

47/07
a)

b)

Matters to be noted
Tesco /
Haskins
Stakeholders
Meeting
Spencer Road

Notes of meeting held 11 January 2007 previously distributed to all
Cllrs.

New address following on from Little Brooks Lane. Previously agreed by
SMTC.
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c)

Lower Lane /
Longbridge
Road Closure

SCC advise Road Closure for 4 Days from 5 February 2007 to carry out
duct laying on behalf of BT.

d)

Somerset
Access
Newsletter

Annual Newsletter received from the Rights of Way Team. Passed to
Footpath Portfolio Holder for review.

e)

Bath & West
2007
Fundraising

f)

Flooding in
Shepton
Mallet

Environment Agency confirmed that they have commissioned a study
into the flooding event, which will investigate the conditions which led
up to the flood event, the capacity of the system and any opportunities
for improvement.

g)

Mendip
Society
Newsletter

December 2006 issue received and with the Footpath Portfolio Holder
for review.

h)

Somerset
Playing Fields
Assoc

Winter Newsletter received and forwarded to Collett Park Portfolio
Holder for review.

i)

Parish
Information
Forum

February Issue received, hard copy in SMTC Office, further copy
distributed to all Cllrs.

j)

SMTC Meeting
Schedule

2007/2008 meeting schedule now confirmed with MDC. Amendments
are SMTC AGM now on the 15 May 2007 in the Chamber and the SMTC
meeting of the 8 January 2008 will be held in the Committee Room.

Grand Draw Tickets at £1 each available from SMTC Office to support
the Royal Bath & West & Children’s Hospice South West

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous vote, that the above matters (a to j) are noted.
48/07

Planning Applications

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Gilham, by unanimous vote, that the meeting
be adjourned for the matter to be transacted.
Mr Lee Wright, Architect, provide Council with a short presentation into the Planning Applications
for Redd’s Dentist, 20 High Street and Dunford Builders (on behalf of Haskins) Land at Crowne
Trading Estate. Cllrs undertook a question and answer session relating to both applications.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Gilham, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting now be brought back into session.
a)

109066/003
Boustead

Resolve;

b)

109066/004
Boustead

Resolve;

Mr & Mrs Redd
20 High Street

Conversion and extension of ground
floor to form dental surgery and
alterations to first and second flooors
to form 4 flats (DEL)

Full

Proposed by Cllr Lockey, Seconded by Cllr Gilham, by a vote of 10 For, 1
Against, 2 Abstentions, to recommend approval.
Mr & Mrs Redd
20 High Street

Demolition
of
rear
extension,
conversion and extension to ground
floor to form dental surgery (including
alterations to shop front) and internal
and external alterations to first and
second floors to form 4 flats (DEL)

LBCalter/
extend

Proposed by Cllr Lockey, Seconded by Cllr Gilham, by a vote of 10 For, 1
Against, 2 Abstentions, to recommend approval.
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c)

119636/000
Jarrold
Resolve;

d)

015835/001
Foster
Resolve;

e)

067047/016
Langford

Resolve;

f)

119648/000
Taylor

Resolve;

g)

107342/004
PG29
Walsh
Resolve;

h)

106472/005
Rodzaj

Resolve;

49/07

Miss C Richards
38 Webber Road

Erection of conservatory to rear (DEL)

Full

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr Lockey, by a vote of 12 For and
1 Abstention, to recommend approval.
Mr C Lakin
36 West Shepton

Widening
of vehicle access to
driveway serving property (BOARD)

Full

Proposed by Cllr Lockey, Seconded by Cllr Inchley, by a vote of 12 For and
1 Abstention, to recommend approval.
Dunford Builders
(on behalf of
Haskins)
Land at Crowne
Trading Estate

Erection of new office and storage
building with associated parking
(DEL)

Full

Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, Seconded by Cllr Gilham, by a vote of 12 For
and 1 Abstention, to recommend approval and that the proposed metal
sheet roofing should be an acceptable geen colour.
Mr T Masters
Site adjacent
Manor House,
Cornhill

Erection of 2 dwellings and alterations
to stone boundary wall (DEL)

Full

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by a vote of 8 For, 2
Against and 1 Abstentions to recommend refusal in its present format on
grounds of poor design, large mass of building and location considered to
be a Conservation Area and which no Conservation Area application had
been received.
Mr S J Scriven
Bowlish Lane rear
of 20 Misburg Close

Prune a Sycamore tree covered by
TPO M1098 (DEL)

TPO
Works

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr Gilham, by a vote of 11 For and
2 Abstentions, to recommend approval of removal of the Lower Limb but
that concerns was raised as to the high percentage of proposed thinning
and that this should firstly be reviewed and have the full support of the
MDC Tree Officer.
Associated Dental
Practice Co Ltd
15 Town Street

Change of use of ground and first
floor from Retail to D1, Dental
Surgery (DEL)
Building and Conservation Area plans
already
considered
and
resolve
Recommend Approval.

Full

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr Champion, by a vote of 11 For
and 2 Abstentions, to recommend approval.

Other Planning Matters

a) 0348789/010 Day Centre, Old Wells Road – SMTC Recommended Refusal on 7 Nov
2006, MDC granted Planning Permission (reasons provided).
b) 014359/019BT Phone Mast at Frampton’s - 79 Charlton Road – SMTC Recommended
Refusal on 5 Dec 2006. MDC confirm Planning Permission not required.
c)
076072/017 – Station Road – SMTC requested sound proofing to the southern elevation
and also hours of operation restriction. MDC Granted Permission without imposing such conditions.
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d) 026727/013 – Anglo Trading Estate, Commercial Road – 300mm diameter transmission
dish. This will be considered by MDC Planning Board on Wednesday 14 February 2007 starting at
6pm.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley by unanimous voted that the above matters a) to d) are noted.

50/07

Flooding in Shepton Mallet – Community & Leisure Portfolio

Cllr Inchley then left the meeting having made a Declaration of Interest earlier in the meeting.
The Environment Agency confirmed that they have commissioned a study into the flooding event,
which will investigate the conditions which led up to the flood event, the capacity of the system and
any opportunities for improvement.
Resolve: by a unanimous vote, that the matter is noted
Cllr Inchley then rejoined the meeting.
51/07

Police - Citizen Focused Policing Programme – Community & Leisure Portfolio

The Clerk confirmed receipt of a full report from the Public Feedback Survey 2006. The Police were
now collating a communication strategy to take the matter forward and develop the issues that
have been raised. They wished to hear of any suggestions that the Council may have to assist this
work. One Cllr considered that it may be beneficial if contact could be made with the Crime &
Disorder partnership and perhaps instigate a Young Peoples Forum.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley that the detailed report should be reviewed by the Portfolio
Holder and a report submitted to a future meeting for further consideration.
52/07

Tree Planting & Guards – Collett Park Portfolio

The Clerk submitted a report for consideration to replace failed / vandalised Memorial Trees and
provision of Tree Guards to same and also to the existing Wollimi Pine.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Robinson, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by a unanimous vote, that the
Clerks Report of the 22 January 2007 (attached to these minutes)is accepted. 4 Tree Guards are to
be purchased from Somerset Forge at a cost of £595.80 plus VAT and 3 replacement trees from
Chew Valley Trees at a cost of £185.58 plus VAT with funding by way of current surplus budgets
within the Collett Park Portfolio and the balance to be taken from Contingencies. Quadron are to be
requested to undertake the planting of the trees and fixing of the Guards.
53/07

Statute and Community Information Exterior Notice – board - Collett Park Portfolio

The Clerk submitted a report for consideration to the purchase of an exterior grade notice board to
display statute notices such as the Alcohol Order and also to support Public Communications. A
range of suppliers and specifications reviewed ranging £150 to £600. Recommendation was to
purchase from the Consortium and fix to the Toilet exterior gable wall within the park. The Clerk
confirmed that additional budget was required as outstanding budgets had been used towards the
Tree planting and recommended monies be taken from contingencies.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Champion, by a vote of 12 For and 1 Against,
that an Exterior Notices Board, Metroplan MPSD099 750mm x 920mm is purchased from The
Consortium at a cost of £179.95 plus VAT and that Quadron be asked to fix same to the stone
gable walling of the Public Toilet building within Collett park. Monies for the purchase are to be
taken from contingencies.
54/07

Clearance of Collett Park Lake

The Portfolio Holder and Quadron both confirmed that they had met with and taken advice from the
Environment Agency. Summary of the advice was that the lake should not be cleaned out until
Nov/Dec each year, with only one half being cleared each year and no silt should be discharged
into the river Sheppey during these works. The pond would benefit by the addition of marginal
plants in submerged baskets around the island and tree bales of Barley straw planted close to the
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island would assist with the blanket week problem. Cllrs then considered the positives and
negatives given previous experience and the type and useage of the lake.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Robinson, by a vote of 12 For and 1
Abstention, that Quadron are to rake and clear the lake asap without draining, thereafter to ensure
the lake is kept clean and clear of algae and blanket week throughout the summer and to
undertake the traditional clearing of the complete Lake in November / December 2007 and
thereafter on an annual basis.
55/07

Music In The Park 2007 - Collett Park Portfolio

Cllrs Gilham and Lovell then left the meeting having made a Declaration of Interest in the matter
earlier in the meeting.
The Clerk submitted a report which confirmed a Precept budget of £600 and that enquiries had
been made to five number bands, three with a positive response but very limited dates.
Consideration of costs, limited session times, the space requirement and with a resolve as if to
proceed with this initiative.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Hurrell, by a vote or 9 For and 4
Abstentions, that the current initiative is not progressed in this current year and that the precept
budget is not used. The Council should look to an informal arrangement, possibly using local
individuals / groups / bands and if needed providing small sponsorship funding.
Cllrs Gilham and Lovell both rejoined the meeting.
56/07

Collett Park Expenditure – Collett Park Portfolio

The Chairman and Portfolio Holder informed Council that two executive decisions had been made
prior to the meeting. One to purchase 10 number high vis-surcoats at a reduced price of £2.50
each (£25 total) from Right Price who have now closed their High Street retail outlet. The second
expenditure was an order to Quadron to provide a new post to the Senior Play Area entrance gate
at a cost of £25.72
Resolve; by unanimous vote that the matter is noted.
57/07

Allotment Provision - Properties Portfolio

The Clerk submitted a report for consideration recommending expansion of Hitchen Lane
allotments due to size and timescale of waiting list. A response had been received from the Duchy
of Cornwall regarding Right of Way to the Hitchen Lane site and agreement to the annual rent
review.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Gilham, seconded by Cllr Hurrell, by unanimous vote, that the Clerks
Report (attached to these minutes) is accepted. The Council will look to expand the Hitchen Lane
site onto adjoining land and investigations are to be made as to ownership with a view to
negotiation purchase or rent for the purposes of allotment provision. New water supply services are
to be costs to both the Allyn Saxon allotment sites for further consideration.
58/07

Whitstone Road Allotments - Properties Portfolio

Complaints received that the adjoining developer has placed scaffold some 4ft into the allotment
plot and fenced around same which has stopped access for allotment holders. Clerk had now
investigated matters and had reached agreement with the developer to amend the scaffold. One
allotment holder had raised concern as to the recent rent increase level and continued trespassers
using his plot as a pedestrian shortcut. He requested a 50% reduction in his annual rent due to
this problem and also that of the overhanging trees and shading.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Hurrell, by unanimous vote, that the matter
relating to the scaffold is noted. The clerk is to arrange for chain-link fencing to be purchased and
installed to the existing wooden post boundary fencing to the allotment in an attempt to stop the
pedestrian shortcut, the trees are to be pruned and the allotment holder at Plot number W25 is
st
informed of the actions and requested to pay his annual rent in full as due from 1 February 2007.
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59/07

Town Street Lighting Update - Regeneration Portfolio

The Portfolio Holder provided an update following problems with different ownerships of the areas
involved. However these had been overcome and SCC were now progressing to audit, design,
specify and cost for upgrading the street amenity lighting to the area designated. Once this was
received the Council would have to consider how this project could be funded. The Portfolio Holder
also confirmed that the next HER’s meeting was due to take place on the Wednesday 21 February
at 10am.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above matters are noted.
60/07

Town Centre Drop in Point / Shop Mobility - Regeneration Portfolio

A Performance Report from May 06 to Nov 06 had been received and distributed to all Cllrs. Lillian
Romford had requested a meeting with both MDC and SMTC to discuss future funding.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that Cllr Champion would attend the meeting which was scheduled
for Monday 12 February at 10.30am.
61/07

Community Woodland - Regeneration Portfolio

The Clerk submitted a report and the Portfolio Holder considered that the Town Council should take
the lead in the matter following a very positive meeting with the Duchy of Cornwall and SCC. The
Duchy had proposed a 3.1 acre field above the Cemetery at Goldhill to be planted with some 4,000
trees. The Town and District Council should look to improve the Millennium Way and the boundary
with Collett Park as an additional Woodland project. A meeting had been arranged with Phil Stone
of SCC on Thursday 8 February at 4pm to review the suitability of the Millennium Way and
adjoining land on Field Corner as a Community Woodland project.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by unanimous vote, that the
Community Woodland Report (attached to these minutes) is accepted, that the Town Council look
to take the lead in the matter and following the site meeting at the Millennium Way, should look to
set up a Steering Group to take the matter forward.

62/07

rd

Council Elections 3

May 2007 – Administration Portfolio

A Democracy Pack had been received from SALC and the Clerk requested Council consideration to
proceed as per proposed programme of events (attached) to raise awareness of forthcoming
elections, using templates supplied by SALC but be-spoke contents in respect of this Council.
Resolve: by unanimous vote that an article is provided in the next publication of “Your Mendip”,
that Press releases are formulated, posters erected and perspective candidates encouraged to
contact the Clerk and/or existing Cllrs.
63/07

Review to the Council structure and Standing Orders - Administration Portfolio

Council was requested to consider setting up a Working Party of interested members to review the
Structure of the Council and to provide an options report to Council before the end of April 2007.
Also to review SMTC current Standing Orders to update and also inclusion of any structural options
change.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that a Working Party consisting of Cllrs Bartlett, Champion,
O’Connor(subject to availability), Manvill and Shearn, is tasked with review of the Council Structure
and Standing Orders and to submit options/proposals to Council when possible.
64/07

SALC Update - Administration Portfolio

Items of interest for January 2007 had been received and provided to the Administration Portfolio
Holder for review, who confirmed there were no items of major concern and that the Council
should provide their support in principle.
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Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Shearn, seconded by Cllr Champion, by unanimous vote that the matter
is noted and that the Council provides support in principle.

65/07

Forums for Change MDC – Administration Portfolio

MDC considered that Parish Forums are not working and what would make them better. An opinion
response form had been provided for completion and return by 16 February 2007, also individual
Cllrs and the Clerk had received copies.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley by unanimous vote that all individual members should complete
their own forms and return by the required date.
66/07 Finance
a. Accounts for Payment by Cheque
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Gilham, seconded by Cllr Robinson, by unanimous vote, that payments
made by Cheque for February 2007 as per Appendix “A” attached to these Minutes, be approved.
b. Accounts previously paid by Direct Debit
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Gilham, seconded by Cllr Robinson, by unanimous vote that payments
made by Direct Debit for February 2007 as per Appendix “A” as attached to these Minutes be
approved.
c. Confidential Salaries for Payment by Cheque
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Gilham, seconded by Cllr Robinson, by unanimous vote that the
Confidential Salary Payments for February 2007 as per Appendix “A” (Confidential Section)
attached to these Minutes be approved.
d. Office Lease – Quarterly Standing Order - Council considered ongoing payment of the office
lease to MDC.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Gilham, seconded by Cllr Robinson, by unanimous vote that a quarterly
payment to MDC for payment of the Office lease by Standing Order to the value of £1,500 is
approved with the first payment due February 2007 and the final payment is to be made in
November 2010.
67/07

Agenda Matters for the Next Meeting

The Chairman reminded the Cllrs nominated to the Complaint Panel of the Complaints Hearing to
take place on Tuesday 13 February starting at 7pm.
The next meeting of Council is to be held on 20 February 2007 at 7.00pm.
raised.

No matters were

The Chairman thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 9.40pm.
Councillor R.R. Champion
Chairman

Signature; _______________
___/___/2007
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A P P E N D I X
Cheque
No
2210
2211
2212
2213
2214
2215
2216
2217

Payee

Code

GA Doble (Civil Engineering)
Somerset Forge Ltd
Forget Me Not Florist
Royal Bath & West
The Consortium
MLAN Electrical Contractors
GA Doble (Civil Engineering)
Capita Business Services

Payments by Direct Debit
2/1/07
Quadron Services Limited
3/1/07
Cleanaway Ltd
3/1/07
CGU Bonus
2/1/07
Market Town
2/1/07
Bristol & Wessex
2/1/07
Bristol & Wessex
19/12/06 Plusnet Tech Ltd
16/1/07
BT Direct Debits
17/1/07
Plusnet Tech Ltd

“ A ”
Total
Payment

Goods Supplied

6600
6600
6450
5400
5300
6600
6600
5300

Christmas Tree Ground work - MDC to repay
Replacement Cover for unit - MDC to repay
War Memorial Flowers from late 2005
Annual Subscription
Stationery, Coloured Paper
Extra Christmas Lights - Repaid by Chamber
Christmas Tree Ground work - MDC to repay
Copy Complaints Documents/booklet

£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£

3,231.25
265.55
30.94
80.00
7.64
1,151.62
642.37
25.83
5,435.20

6000/6005
6020
5200/6090
5315
6140
6010
5160
5160
5160

Collett Park Ground Care Contract
Collett Park - Waste Disposal
Insurance Premium
Website - Monthly Charge
Hitchen Lane - Allotments - Water Usage
Collett Park Toilets - Water Usage
Broadband Subscription
Telephone Lines and Calls
Broadband Subscription

£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£

2,511.22
46.96
308.72
70.50
34.89
156.76
20.49
128.09
19.99

Sub Total

£

3,297.62

Total =

£

8,732.82

Total

£
£

1,474.82
1,474.82

Grand Total

£

10,207.64

CONFIDENTIAL PAYMENTS
2209

Date
21-Dec

11-Dec
17-Jan
26-Jan
30-Jan
30-Jan

Graham H Brown

Income
HMCR
Bank Interest
MDC
Various
SM TIC
Chamber of Commerce

5000

Code
4010

4410
4200
4410
6600

Town Clerk - Feb Salary 2006

Category of Income
VAT Reclaim
Business Account - Monthly
Repayment for Christmas Tree Barrier
Allotment Rent
Sale of Walks Around SM Booklet
Christmas Lighting - Repayment

Total Income =

Total Deposit
£
£
£
£
£
£
£

1,890.52
243.03
900.00
306.00
40.00
980.10
4,359.65

Councillor R.R. Champion
Chairman

Signature________________

Date_____________

Councillor M. Lovell
Vice Chairman

Signature________________

Date_____________
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Shepton Mallet Town Council held on 20
February 2007, in MDC Council Chamber, Cannards Grave Road, Shepton
Mallet.
Present: Chairman – Councillor Mr R.R. Champion.
Cllrs Mrs J.D. Bartlett, Mr C.C. Inchley, Mr C.F. Lockey, Mr M. Lovell, Mrs M.R. Robinson, Mr N.F.
Shearn and Mr A. Taylor.
Police Beat Manager Steve Hubbard plus 1 PCSO and Andrea White, Area Youth Worker. Three
members of the public and one member of the press were in attendance.
The Chairman opened the meeting, welcoming members and the general public. A brief was
provided on Heath & Safety requirements including emergency evacuation and assembly point
procedures. A further brief was provided as to the use of the Induction Loop facility for users of
hearing aids and use of the microphones was emphasised. The meeting was also informed that the
meeting would be audio-taped for internal use only and mobile telephone were requested to be
switched off or to silent mode.
68/07

Shepton Mallet Youth – Introduction and Update from Andrea White

Andrea confirmed that she had started in the post in January 2007 having thirteen years youth
experience within the Mendip area, working full time and contactable via telephone number 01749
344344. Andrea provided a summary of existing youth services and current issues being
progressed. Members then undertook a question and answer session which included funding,
resources, changes of staff and future youth inclusion with proposal such as a Youth Council.
The Chairman thanked Andrea for her presentation.
69/07

Public Forum

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr Bartlett, by unanimous vote, that the meeting
be adjourned for the matter to be transacted.
Notes of the matters raised were recorded for internal use and action.
Police Matters - – PC Hubbard provided recent crime stats for the sector, including some 82
parking tickets that had been issued. Issues regarding policing of the Town Centre and the recent
problem with ball games within the same area were also discussed. The level of crime was deemed
low when compared with adjoining sectors / towns. He confirmed that the local Shepton Office
would continue to be manned from Monday to Friday.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr Lockey, by unanimous vote, that the meeting
now be brought back into session.
The Police and Andrea White then left the meeting.
69/07 Apologies for absence – Cllr Fone (work), Cllr Jeremiah (family), Cllr Marsh and Cllr
O’Connor (family).
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley by a unanimous vote that the above Apologies are accepted.
70/07

Members Declarations of Interests

a) Collett Park and Covenants Relating to Collett Park - Members collectively made a
declaration as to a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in the matter as each member of the Town
Council is a Trustee but that dispensation has been afforded in the matter from the Standards
Committee in July 2003 for the life of the current Council (until April 2007).
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Shearn, Seconded by Cllr Inchley by unanimous vote that the above
declarations are noted and duly recorded.
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71/07

Chairman’s Announcements

The Chairman reported that on Thursday 8 Feb he attended a meeting with SCC to look at another
site re woodlands, this was received favourably and a report will be out soon. On Monday 12 he
attended a Shop Mobility meeting with Lillian Romford, Keith Bush and Guy Braga, a report of
which would be considered later in the meeting. That same evening he also attended a
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinators meeting where they set themselves into an Association.
On Thursday 15 he attended with Cllr Shearn a meeting of the Chamber of Commerce where
different ideals were put about to get more members, one of them being a voucher scheme from
members for other members to benefit from. There are now approx 59 members in the Shepton
Mallet Safer Business Award scheme which he considered good. The local Scouts are coming
up trumps with three very good events, Red Nose Day. Easter Egg Hunt. Hosting of the 100
nd
years of Scouting Movement on the 22 April 2007, the day before St George’s Day, of
which the Town would see as what the youth of the Town could do. One local shopkeeper of 45
years standing came forward with some ideals to help create footfall up and down the High
Street and Town Street by using the grand opening of the new Tesco’s as the focal point to
entice the shoppers into our shopping centre. He reminded members of a meeting in the Council
office next Tuesday, inviting all interested personnel to attend to review of the structure /
management and operations of the Council. He further requested members to bring with
them their views, opinions and thoughts of how the new council should run and or be organised.

72/07

Minutes

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on the 6 February 2007 were considered for
accuracy and content.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr Taylor, with a unanimous vote that the
Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 6 February 2007 be approved as a true record and
signed by the Chairman.
73/07

Matters Arising from the Minutes

a)
Min 43./07 B - Meeting with Tony Shire, Portfolio Holder for SCC. The Clerk was
questioned as to progress and confirmed that an acknowledgement response had been received to
the Council request to meet face to face, however shortly after the Clerk was informed that Tony
Shire was unable to meet with the Town Council but that Jeff Bunting, Highways Officer had been
asked to attend on his behalf and a meeting had already been arranged on Wednesday 28 February
to discuss numerous other highways matters in the Town. The matter of highway safety to
Waterloo Road would now be discussed at the meeting.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr Lockey, by unanimous vote that the Council is
very disappointed at the response from Cllr Tony Shire SCC, but that the Town Council provides a
written request once again for a face to face meeting with Tony Shire and if the same response was
received then this apparent lack of support may well have a detrimental and adverse effect on any
future support that the Town Council may consider to SCC current proposals for a Unitary
Authority.
b)
Min 61./07 Community Woodland. A letter of concern had been received from a resident
of Gold Hill. Cllr Inchley confirmed that it was early days in the project and that the proposed
planting was not programmed to take place until next year.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr Shearn, by unanimous vote that the Council
respond in writing to the resident, confirming the valid points made, to explain the start and
content of the project and that any proposed planting would not take place until next year and to
further invite the resident to join the Steering Group which would be formed following public notice
at a time in the near future.
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74/07

Somerset County Council Matters

a. B3136 Highway to Pilton. A letter and feedback questionnaire had been received seeking the
Councils views as to the recent LTP safety enhancement works that had been completed to this
section of highway.
Resolve: by unanimous vote that the matter is noted and that the Clerk is to complete and return
the questionnaire as requested by SCC.
75/07

Shepton 21 Update – No matters were raised

76/07

Matters to be noted

a)

SMTC Office
Lease

b)
Grove Court

Lease now sealed and completed, operates for 4 years until February
2011.
MDC advise that the developers of the Day Centre Building at Old Wells
Road wish to name the complex – “Grove Court”.

c)

Somerset
Aggregates
Levy
Sustanability
Fund

SCC provide information that this funding source will continue for the
financial year 2007-2008 and invite applications for full or part funding
projects during the same period. Projects must be able to be completed
by March 2008 to take advantage of this funding.

d)

Review of
Quality
Council
Scheme

NALC advise that the proposed review will be placed on hold due to the
recent Local Government White Paper being published. Current
accreditations will be extended if needed.

e)

Collett Park
Minor Tree
Works

Park Contractor Quadron Services confirm minor tree works as specified
are now fully complete at no additional costs to the Council.
Outstanding major works will be tendered by the Clerk in early spring
for works to be undertaken in July 2007.

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Shearn, Seconded by Cllr Robinson by unanimous vote, that the above
matters (a to e) are noted.
77/07
a)

Planning Applications
119651/000
PG29
Resolve;

b)

076324/000
PG29
Resolve;

c)

106471/006
Langford
Resolve;

Mr J Caines
9 Dennett Close

Pruning work to a tree subject to TPO
M197; 1 x Flowering Cherry Tree.
(del)

TPO
Works

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr Champion, by a vote of 7 For
and 1 Abstentions, to recommend approval to the removal of the three
lower limbs only.
Ms R Legge
11 Draycott Road

Felling of two trees and coppice hazel
tree in a conservation area (DEL)

CA Tree
Works

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr Lockey, by a vote of 7 For and 1
Abstentions, to recommend approval.
ADP Dental
Practice
13 Town Street

Alterations
to
shop
front
and
installation of 4 number air condition
units (DEL)

Full

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr Champion by a vote of 7 For and
1 Abstention, to recommend approval subject to the 4 exterior air
conditioning units only being operational during normal working hours.
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d)

106471/007
Langford

Resolve;

78/07

ADP Dental
Practice
13 Town Street

Installation of 4 number air condition
units at second floor level, internal
alterations and external alterations to
shop front (DEL)

LBC-alter
/ extend

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr Champion by a vote of 7 For and
1 Abstention, to recommend approval subject to the 4 exterior air
conditioning units only being operational during normal working hours.

Wolff Stone Public Enquiry – Planning Matters

This was now adjourned and re-arranged for Wednesday 7 March 2007 at 10am in the Thatched
Cottage, 63-67 Charlton Road.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley by unanimous voted that the above matter is noted.

79/07

Ball Games within the Town Centre – Community & Leisure Portfolio

Police and Traders reported problems with youths and ball games within the Town Centre and
requested that a legal prohibition order be instigated to assist enforcement.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr Taylor by a unanimous vote, that the Council
write to the Chamber of Commerce to seek lateral support of all traders in the area concerned, to
write to the Police seeking their support and to confirm that they would enforce such an order and
to write to Jenny Davies at MDC to seek their advice, opinion and what is needed to put such an
order into action.
80/07

Mendip Community Transport – Grant Application – Community & Leisure Portfolio

MCT provided a Report of the Trustees and Accounts for Year Ended 31 March 2006 with a
summary of existing and planned expansion of services provision, along with a request for Grant
Funding for year 2007/2008. The Clerk confirmed that the Council had precepted £721 which was
available from April 2007. The Clerk confirmed that there remained £1,150 in the current general
grants budget and that £721 had been provided by way of a grant in May 2006, £700 in May 2005
and £500 in each of the three preceding years.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Robinson, Seconded by Cllr Taylor, by a unanimous vote, that a grant of
£721 is approved and to be paid in April 2007 from the 2007/08 precept budget.
81/07

Shop Mobility – Town Centre Drop In Facility – Community & Leisure Portfolio

The Chairman submitted a report following a meeting held Monday 12 February to consider funding
of the facility for the forthcoming year. £8,000 required in total, £4,000 in principle from Guy Braga
and £2,000 in principle from Keith Bush MDC. The Town Council was requested to consider funding
the shortfall of £2,000. The Clerk confirmed that the Council had provided £2,000 in August 2006
and that there was currently a sum of £2,000 available in the Regeneration budget heading.
Several members raised concern as to the limited service provision of the Shop Mobility and the
disappointment that the added value drop in centre facility for the elderly and disabled had not
materialised. Many aspects of the existing service provision were already being provided by others.
Several members considered that it would be more beneficial to support the complete Age Concern
facility rather than under the heading of Shop Mobility. Members also considered that they would
not wish to support continued on going funding without clear indication and improvements to local
services for the disabled and elderly section of the community.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Shearn, Seconded by Cllr Inchley, by a unanimous vote, that Age
Concern are invited to attend a future meeting of the Council to submit their proposals for
improved service provision to the disabled and elderly section of the community. Should the
Council wish to support these proposals then it was considered that a Steering Group should be set
up to develop the service.
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82/07

Portuguese Community Events – Community & Leisure Portfolio

Cllr Inchley informed the outcome of a meeting which he attended with Wendy Sugg who was
looking to cover events within the Town from March through to June 2007 with a view to improve
integration of the Portuguese contingent, which now numbered some several hundred, within the
community. The Council was requested to consideration nomination of a representative to their
committee and to provide future support.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Bartlett, by a unanimous vote that the matter be placed on hold
pending further information to be supplied by Wendy Sugg.
83/07

Flower Bedding - Collett Park Portfolio

The Portfolio Holder requested consideration for the “Churches Together” to be allocated and to
maintain a flower bed within Collett Park with preference to an area by the stream towards
Charlton Road entrance. Members enquired as to the ongoing maintenance of the Raised Bedding
Area which was constructed for and to be maintained by St Paul’s School.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Shearn, Seconded by Cllr Robinson, by a unanimous vote that the
Council is happy to proceed in principle for the “Churches Together” to be allocated a suitable area
in which to provide and maintain a flowering bed within Collett Park. The Portfolio Holder is
requested to meet with them, highlight possible problem shaded areas which obtain little sunlight
and to agree the area of bedding and then to allow them to proceed.
84/07

SALC East Area Meeting – Administration Portfolio

Agenda and papers received had been received and reviewed by the Portfolio Holder for a meeting
to be held in Easton Village Hall at 7.30pm on Monday 5 March 2007. The Portfolio Holder raised
concern as to the clash of dates between this meeting and the SSDC Unitary Authority
presentation.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Shearn, Seconded by Cllr Champion, by a unanimous vote that the Clerk
inform SALC of the clash of dates, request possible re-arranging the SALC meeting date but that in
any event Cllr Shearn would attend the SALC meeting.
85/07

Proposed Code of Conduct Amendments – Administration Portfolio

A consultation paper on the proposed amendments to the Model Code of Conduct for local
authority members had been received from SALC and a further copy received direct from central
government. The contents had been reviewed by the Portfolio Holder.
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr Champion, Seconded by Cllr Inchley that the lack of Right to Appeal is
still of some concern but that a response be put on hold until Cllr Shearn had attended the next
meeting of SALC where the matter was to be considered and at which he would gauge the support
of other Parish / Town Councils. Following this if required a response to the consultation should be
made by the required deadline of the 9 March 2007.
86/07

External Auditor – Administration Portfolio

Confirmation had been received from The Audit Commission informing that the services of the
existing Auditor, Moore Stephens of Bath will be extended to cover year 2006/07 pending further
tendering for future years. New fees will operate from 2007/08 details of which are available from
their website www.audit-commission.gov.uk.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted.
87/07

Bid for Unitary Status – Administration Portfolio

South Somerset District Council informed that they had submitted a proposal to Government for
creation of an East Somerset Unitary Council. SSDC invited anyone from included Parish/Town
Councils to attend a presentation of approximately 1.5 hours on Monday 5 March at 7pm in Keinton
Mandeville Village Hall.

5

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Champion, by unanimous vote, that the
matter is noted and that the Clerk is to advise SSDC of the intended attendance of Cllr Champion
and Inchley.
88/07

Confidential Session – Complaint Against the Council

Resolve; Proposed by Cllr Champion, by a unanimous vote that in view of the nature of the
business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public be
excluded and that they are instructed to withdraw which was complied with.
Complaint Against the Council – Recommendations from the Councils Complaints Hearing held
Tuesday 13 February 2007 following a complaint against the Town Council in respect of alleged
maladministration relating to Restrictive Covenants and Collett Park received consideration along
with legal advice received from the Councils solicitors in the matter.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Champion, Seconded by Cllr Bartlett, by unanimous vote, that the
Complaint Against the Council in respect of alleged maladministration relating to Restrictive
Covenants and Collett Park is not upheld, on the bases that this Town Council has no benefit of any
Restrictive Covenant relating to the area in question. The Clerk is to liaise with the Council’s
solicitors to draft a suitable response, to then copy the intended draft by email to all Cllrs for their
information and following approval to send via the Councils solicitors to the complainant solicitors,
copied to the complainant. Letters are also to be sent by the Clerk through the Councils solicitors to
the owners / developers of the geographical areas concerned, to clarify that none of the Councils
previous correspondences in the matter constitute release of any Restrictive Covenants which may
be applicable to the sites in question. The Clerk is also to update the Council’s insurers in the
matter.
89/07

Agenda Matters for the Next Meeting

The next meeting of Council is to be held on 6 March 2007 at 7.00pm.

No matters were raised.

The Chairman thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 8.53pm.
Councillor R.R. Champion
Chairman

Signature; _______________

___/___/2007
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Shepton Mallet Town Council held on 6
March 2007, in MDC Council Chamber, Cannards Grave Road, Shepton
Mallet.
Present: Chairman – Councillor Mr R.R. Champion.
Cllrs Mrs J.D. Bartlett , Mr M.M. Cann, Mr K.J. Hurrell, Mr C.C. Inchley, Mr C.F. Lockey, Mr M. Lovell,
Mrs J.M. Marsh, Mr T.S. O’Connor, Mrs M.R. Robinson, Mr N. F. Shearn and Mr A. Taylor.
Six members of the public and no member of the press in attendance.
The Chairman opened the meeting, welcoming members and the general public. A brief was
provided on Heath & Safety requirements including emergency evacuation and assembly point
procedures. A further brief was provided as to the use of the Induction Loop facility for users of
hearing aids and use of the microphones was emphasised. The meeting was also informed that the
meeting would be audio-taped for internal use only and mobile telephone were requested to be
switched off or to silent mode.
90/07

Public Forum

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Bartlett, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting be adjourned for the matter to be transacted.
Notes of the matters raised were recorded for internal use and action.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, Seconded by Cllr Hurrell, by unanimous vote that the meeting
now be brought back into session.
91/07

Apologies for absence – Cllr Fone (work) and Cllr Manvill (health).

Resolve: Proposed by unanimous vote, that the above Apologies are accepted.
92/07

Members Declarations of Interests

a) Collett Park - Members collectively made a declaration as to a Personal and Prejudicial
Interest in the matter as each member of the Town Council is a Trustee but that dispensation
has been afforded in the matter from the Standards Committee in July 2003 for the life of the
current Council (until April 2007).
b) Finance – Cllr Marsh declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest due to proposed payment for
her husband undertaking clock duties for the Council. Cllr Champion also declared a Personal
and Prejudicial Interest due to proposed payment of his Chairman’s Allowance.
c) Collett Park Covenants and Complaint against the Council – Cllr Marsh declared a
Personal and Prejudicial Interest due to being the owner of 8 Kyte Road.
Resolve: by unanimous vote that the above declarations are noted and duly recorded.
93/07

Chairman’s Announcements

Cllr Marsh then left the meeting.
The Chairman reported the outcome of a Complaint Against The Council in respect of alleged
maladministration relating to Restrictive Covenants and Collett Park. The Complaints Hearing was
held Tuesday 13 February 2007 and considered by Council on the 20 February 2007 with the
resolve that the Complaint is not upheld, on the bases that this Town Council has no benefit of any
Restrictive Covenant relating to the area in question.
Cllr Marsh then rejoined the meeting.
On Wednesday 21 the Chairman went to the HERS meeting run by Paul Thompson where due to
several reasons there were only two others at the meeting, minutes of which you all have seen. On
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Tuesday 27 a meeting was held for a brain storming session to the restructuring of the Town
Council, again you have all been copied the Clerks thoughts on the subject. More ideas and input
are required. On Wednesday 28 a meeting was convened to review current Highway Matters
which include the Police, Jeff Bunting (Highways) our County Councillor and two Town Councillors
of which you have the Clerks Notes of the Meeting in front of you. Last night the Chairman and Cllr
Inchley had an interesting evening with South Somerset District Council regarding Local
Government reorganisation, the County Council wants a single administrative authority and
SSDC has applied, to split the present day Somerset into two authorities with an East & West
Somerset. The results of these applications will be known at the end of March. The Chairman
considered from a personal point of view that he hoped both applications are approved and then
the public consultation will start. This morning a meeting was held with Mr Paul Frampton, County
Cllr S Robinson, Cllr C Lockey and Peter Banks, who is Chair of the Links group within Shepton 21,
and our Clerk re possible improvements / enhancements to the A37 junction at Downside
with the Bath Road leading into Shepton Mallet.
94/07

Minutes

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on the 20 February 2007 were considered for
accuracy and content.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Bartlett, Seconded by Cllr Robinson, with a vote of 11 For 1 Abstentions,
that the Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 20 February 2007 be approved as a true
record and signed by the Chairman.
95/07

Matters Arising from the Minutes

Min 81./07 Age Concern - One member enquired progress and contact with Age Concern to
which the Clerk confirmed that Lillian Romford would attend and provide a presentation to the next
meeting of Council on the 20 March 2007.
Resolve: that the matter is noted.
96/07

Somerset County Council Matters

Highway Matters – Meeting with Highways and Police
Notes of the meeting held on the 28 February 2007 were distributed to all Cllrs (attached to these
Minutes). The Clerk confirmed that a meeting had been arranged with Highways and residents of
Charlton Road to be held on site on Thursday 8 March 2007 at 2pm. Several members raised much
concern that the County Council had appeared to have dropped the Safe Route to Schools policy
and program. The Clerk confirmed that he had written to the Somerset County Council director and
portfolio holder for highways with a view to arranging an informal site meeting to discuss the
matter. Jeff Bunting had advised that the reason was possibly lack of funding as the current
proposals did not now comply to LTP criteria which had previously funded such schemes outside
and on route to the other schools in the Town.
Resolve: that the matter is noted.
97/07

Mendip District Council Update

Cllr Robinson confirmed that the District Council had now set its Council Tax rate with a plus 2.9%
increase.
Resolve: that the matter is noted.
98/07

Shepton 21 – Formal Request for Partnership Funding

A formal request for provision of funding (£9,000) towards employment cost of administrative
support was received from Shepton 21 and read by the Clerk. Shepton 21 had opted to employ two
personnel on a 6 month contract. One member required clarification which was given that the total
financial support for the forthcoming year would not exceed the precept budget sum of £9,000.
There was a requirement for monies to be paid out on a regular basis and in return to receive
progress and performance reports. The Clerk confirmed that Tanya Lawler (development officer)
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within Shepton 21 had already made contact and would attend the next meeting of Council and
monthly thereafter to provide just such information.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by a vote of 10 For, 1 Against and 1
Abstention that total funding of £9,000 is approved and that 6 monthly payments of £1,500 by
cheque are made commencing when the budget was available in April 2007, with the final payment
being made in September 2007.

99/07

Matters to be noted

a)

Council
Elections
Information

The Clerk confirmed that several press release documents had been
distributed informing “What is a Town Council”? and “Making your mark
in local elections”. SALC would be holding a 1 hour awareness
presentation at Baltonsborough Village Hall at 7.30pm on Thursday 22
rd
March 2007. Nomination for the 3 May 2007 elections close at 12 noon
on Wednesday 4 April 2007.

b)

Local
Government
Pension
Scheme

An Employers meeting was arranged Friday 23 March 2007 at 9.30am in
the Wyvern Club, Taunton to discuss the “New Look Local Government
Pension Scheme 2008”

c)
Road Closure
A371
Townsend

d)

e)

Christmas
Lighting
Mendip in
Bloom 2007

SCC had advised road closure for 22 weeks starting 12 March 2007 to
allow highway improvement works. Alternative route will be via the
B3136 to top of Pilton Hill and along West Compton by-pass to Cannards
Grave. The Clerk confirmed that details of alternate and diversion routes
were incorrect and that an amended order was to be issued in the near
future. The works were already considered to be behind schedule.
A Review meeting is to be held with the Chamber of Commerce and
Contractor on Monday 12 March 2007 in SMTC office at 11am.
This year’s launch will take place at The Cider House, Gaymers Cider on
Monday 23 April 2007 from 12noon until 2pm.

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by unanimous vote, that the above
matters (a to e) are noted.
100/07 Planning Applications
a)

119692/000
PG29 Walsh

Resolve;

b)

030513/007
Jarrold
Resolve;

c)

119695
Taylor

Parsons Tree
Surgery
34 Cowl Street

Felling of Pussy Willow tree in a
Conservation Area (DEL)

CA Tree
Works

One member raised concern that the description on the application
indicated to fell the tree, when the inner details of the work indicated
pruning away from overhead service cables.
Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr Lockey, by a vote of 7 For, 4
Against and 1 Abstention, to recommend approval subject to the agreement
of the MDC Tree Officer to the exact content of the work.
Mr A Ransmore
42 West Shepton

Conversion of loft including dormer to
rear elevation (DEL)

Full

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr Lockey, by a vote of 11 For and
1 Abstention, to recommend approval.
Bridgeman Limited
Land to the rear of
23-53 Cornwall
Road

Erection
of
4
semi-detached
bungalows with associated (DEL)

Full
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Several members raised concern as to the proposed access arrangements,
the shared use of the existing and well used Right of Way footpath, used by
many school children and the proposed shared use and conflict with
vehicular traffic. The Clerk read a report submitted by Lee Wright the
Architect explaining all the issues and also a letter supplied at the meeting
from the then Urban District Council back in 1963 agreeing to access to the
land by way of curtailing the boundary of two adjoining Council owned
houses.
Resolve;

d)

108527/009
Rodzaj
Resolve;

Proposed by Cllr Lockey, Seconded by Cllr Shearn, by a vote of 5 For, 4
Against and 3 Abstentions, to recommend refusal on the grounds of
unsatisfactory access to the site and the possible future conflict between
the existing Public Right of Way and proposed traffic use.
Mr & Mrs C Tobin
25 Darshill

Erection of detached double
carriage house/garage (DEL)

bay

Full

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr Shearn by a vote of 8 For, 1
Against and 3 Abstentions, to recommend approval.

101/07 Repositioning of Station Road with Junction of Cannards Grave Road.
A meeting of existing Stakeholders had been called for week beginning 19 March 2007. Due to a
0.5 metre drop in existing surfaces from Cannards Grave Road across the new pear drop shaped
section of land to the new alignment of Station Road they requested consideration of various
proposals to finishes at the 0.5 metre drop point. (plan and options attached). The Clerk confirmed
he had been in consultation with the Chairman and two Committee members of the Royal British
Legion and their committee would meet this Thursday to consider the proposals and provide
feedback following that meeting. They had provided a consensus of initial considerations by the
three committee members in that they did not wish to see any reduction in the current distance
that traffic was allowed to proximity to the structure, any materials used in the area should be of
high quality befitting to surrounding such a fine Memorial and further feedback would follow in
respect of the design /finish to overcome the ground fall of 0.5 metres. The Clerk also confirmed
that he had been in contact with the highway design company responsible for the drawing who
confirmed that the drawing had since been amended showing a central traffic separator island in
Cannard’s Grave junction with the roundabout and that the shaded turning area donated a
differential in finishes of the tarmacadam surfacing such as coloured red or buff but in-keeping with
conservation requirement which would assist the area not to be used for light traffic but to allow
for the turning arch of LGV traffic. Several members considered that nothing should compromise
the existing safety of the structure and that the County Highways should ensure by design that the
War Memorial be protected in its current position or to insist that it be relocated. Some concern
was raised to any proposed raised planters in respect of possible future vandalism.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Cann, Seconded by Cllr Inchley, by a vote of 9 For and 2 Abstentions
that the Council insist that the original and existing highway edge alignment with the Memorial is
not breached at the very worst. There should be no reduction in the existing protection and
distance that traffic is kept from the structure, any materials used should be of quality design and
specification in-keeping with the Memorial. The Council is generally happy with the current
proposals of part steps and part retaining structure but would wish to be further consulted when
the detailed design and proposals had been worked up. Members of the Stakeholders Group were
to take this resolve to their next meeting scheduled for Wednesday 21 March 2007.
102/07 Mid Somerset Show – Community & Leisure Portfolio
This year’s show is planned for Sunday 19 August 2007. Invitation was received to provide
sponsorship as the Council have supported in previous years. A social event is to be held at the
Tithe Barn in Pilton on Thursday 24 May 2007. The Clerk confirmed the previous five years support
funding provided by the Council.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Shearn, Seconded by Cllr Inchley, by a unanimous vote, that a
Community General grant of £250 is awarded to the 2007 Mid Somerset Show.
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103/07 Litter / Dog Fouling Shepton Mallet Community Hospital – Community & Leisure
Portfolio
Eileen Hoskins, Deputy Matron inform she had previously written to MDC in Oct 2006. MDC confirm
that they would empty the bins but their policy is only to supply bins in the Town Centres and
major recreational areas. MDC inform this is the responsibility of the Town Council and therefore
they are formally asking for the Town Council to supply and install litter and dog litter bins in the
lane which runs north south to the west of the hospital. Cllr Robinson confirmed that the Hospital
had now purchased their own litter and dog bins. Members raised much concern that the District
Council had appeared to pass the buck on what is their responsibility /function, on to the Town
Council.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr Lockey, by a vote of 9 For and 3 Against that
the Town Council write to the Chief Executive of Mendip District Council raising concern, requesting
the District Council to uphold its responsibilities and functions, for their officers not to give incorrect
information and what appears to “pass the buck” onto the Town Council. The Town Council
supports the hospital in their requirement and that the District Council should consider reimbursement of the capital costs back to the hospital.
104/07 Lead theft from St Peter’s and St Paul’s Church – Community & Leisure Portfolio
Rev Liz Smith report a further incident of theft from the roof of the church of lead work and
requested support to expansion of CCTV coverage of this area. The Clerk had received an incident
history and value of losses report, indicating a previous 6 incidents at a cost of almost thirteen
thousand pounds since May 2004. Members considered supporting future lighting and CCTV to the
Church and the rear of The Academy and possible short term solutions such as razor wire, heavily
greasing the lead-work and climbing surfaces along with use of portable CCTV cameras. Several
considered that the Police should be heavily involved, to provide support and advice. Other
considered that in the long term full feasibility studies and costings should be worked up.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Champion, with a vote of 11 For and 1 Abstention, that the Council
write to Chris Reeves of Mendip District Council seeking his initial support by way of portable CCTV
coverage and by reviewing the matter and to seek a long term solution through partners such as
the Police and by way of the CCTV User Group.
105/07 Collett Festival Saturday 9 June 2007 - Collett Park Portfolio
Progress update was provided by the Portfolio Holder confirming invitation letters and booking
forms had been sent to 69 Community Groups, 25 Traders, 13 Car Boot and 12 Display groups. A
Press release had also been sent inviting general enquiries. A request was made for a replacement
Master of Ceremonies / Commentator to be found for the event.
Resolve: that the matter is noted.
106/07 Community Woodland Project Update – Regeneration Portfolio
Public meeting was arranged for Friday 9 March 2007 at 4pm in the MDC Chamber to provide
initial public consultation and to set up the Steering Group to deliver the project(s). An open
invitation to all Cllrs and a press release had been distributed on 26 February 2007. It was
confirmed that representatives from residents in Gold Hill were to attend.
Resolve: that the matter is noted.
107/07 SALC Affiliation Annual Fee – Administration Portfolio
Invoice had been received for Affiliation Fess payable for year to 31 March 2008. Fee is set at 4.72
pence per elector (6887). The total sum is £915.73 of which £325.07 is the NALC component.
Total increase of £42.72 on previous year and payable in April 2007. Cllr Inchley wished it
recorded that he did not consider the services value for money, while other members consider that
the Council should support SALC by way of the affiliation fees and that members did use their
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services. The Portfolio Holder then updated members on the latest SALC East Area meeting which
he had attended.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Bartlett, Seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by a vote or 11 For and 1 Against
that the Council renew the NALC/SALC 2007 Affiliation Fee at an annual cost of £915.73.
108/07 Finance
a. Accounts for Payment by Cheque
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Bartlett, by a vote of 10 For and 2
Abstentions, that payments made by Cheque for March 2007 as per Appendix “A” attached to these
Minutes, be approved.
b. Accounts previously paid by Direct Debit
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Bartlett, by a vote of 10 For and 2
Abstentions, that payments made by Direct Debit for March 2007 as per Appendix “A” as attached
to these Minutes be approved.
c. Confidential Salaries for Payment by Cheque
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Bartlett, by a vote of 10 For and 2
Abstentions, that Confidential Salary Payments for March 2007 as per Appendix “A” (Confidential
Section) attached to these Minutes be approved.
109/07 Agenda Matters for the Next Meeting - No matters were raised.
The next meeting of Council is to be held on 20 March 2007 at 7.00pm.
The Chairman thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 8.35pm.

Councillor R.R. Champion
Chairman

Signature; _______________
___/___/2007
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A P P E N D I X
Cheque
No
2218
2219
2220
2221
2222
2222
2223
2224
2226
2227
2228
2229
2233
2234

Payee

Code

“ A ”
Total
Payment

Goods Supplied

Right Price (UK) Ltd
Chew Valley Trees
Mr R Champion
Mr T Marsh
Mr Adrian Crozier
Mr Adrian Crozier
HMRC TAX / NI

5340
6040
5550
6300
6160
6200
5000/20

10 High Vis - Surcoats -Collett Festival
Replacement Memorial Trees x 3
50% Chairmans Allowance
50% Annual Clock Winding Duties
50% Allotment Maintenance Contract
50% Footpath Contract inc Station Road
4th Quarter PAYE Year 2006/07

SCC Pensions
The Consortium
Civic Hall Fund
Petty Cash 2006/07
Dyne Drewett Solicitors
EDF Energy Ltd
Somerset Forge Ltd

5000/10
5300
3010
5340/6070
5060
6600
6080

March and Year End balance contributions
Printer Toner / Inkjets
Capital Transfer to Investment Account
Reinbursement for year
Collett Park Covenants - Advice and letters
Christmas Lights Supply - Repaid CofC
Tree Guards - Collett park

5160

Broadband Subscription

Payments by Direct Debit
15/2/07
Plusnet Tech Ltd

£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£

25.03
218.18
540.00
163.33
103.16
345.50
2,406.85
650.50
172.90
5,000.00
11.00
493.50
473.38
699.13
11,302.46

£

19.99

Sub Total

£

19.99

Total =

£

11,322.45

Total

£
£

1,474.60
1,474.60

Grand Total

£

12,797.05

CONFIDENTIAL PAYMENTS
2225

Graham H Brown

Date

Income

1-Feb
24-Jan

Various
MDC Repayment
MDC Repayment
MDC Repayment
Bank Interest
Various

24-Jan
24-Jan
10-Jan
13-Feb

5000

Code
4200
4400

4410
4410
4010
4200/10

Town Clerk - March Salary 2007

Category of Income

Total Deposit

Allotment Rent
War Memorial expenditure from 106 monies
Christmas Tree/ Market Power Installation
Christmas Tree/ Market Power Installation
30 day Business Account - Monthly
Allotment Rent + Footpath Booklet

Total Income =

£
£
£
£
£
£
£

310.00
2,354.75
226.00
2,750.00
231.38
253.50
6,125.63

Councillor R.R. Champion
Chairman

Signature________________

Date_____________

Councillor M. Lovell
Vice Chairman

Signature________________

Date_____________
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Shepton Mallet Town Council held on 20
March 2007, in MDC Council Committee Room, Cannards Grave Road,
Shepton Mallet.
Present: Chairman – Councillor Mr M. Lovell.
Cllrs Mrs J.D. Bartlett, Mr M.M. Cann (7.40pm), Mr J.E. Gilham, Mr K.J. Hurrell, Mr C.C. Inchley, Mr
N. Jeremiah, Mr C.F. Lockey, Mrs L.A. Manvill, Mrs J.M. Marsh, Mr T.S. O’Connor and Mr N. F.
Shearn.
Tanya Lawler (Development Officer-Shepton 21), Lillian Romford (Age Concern), seven members of
the public and one member of the press in attendance.
The Chairman opened the meeting, welcoming members and the general public. A brief was
provided on Heath & Safety requirements including emergency evacuation and assembly point
procedures. Mobile telephones were requested to be switched off or to silent mode.
109./07 Age Concern – Presentation by Lillian Romford
A presentation was provided to the growth of the organisation, their experience to date with the
Drop In Centre facility and their proposals for improved service provision to the disabled and
elderly section of the community. The charity was founded in 1948, named as the Old Peoples
Welfare and renamed to Age Concern in 1972. The first local office was opened in Taunton during
1989 and then Frome and has grown since then to the Shepton Mallet office based in the Market
Place where Lillian has served since 2003. Services include Advocacy, Toe Nail Cutting, Safe &
Well, Partnership for Older People, Befriending, Information & Advice and now Shop Mobility. Their
work complimented that of the CAB with the main difference that they serve the over 60 year
group of the community striving to promote well being and make later life a full-filling and
enjoyable experience and they now required ongoing core funding for Age Concern. In 05/06 MDC
had funded £4,000 and the Town Council £4,000. In 06/07 MDC had funded £6,000 and the Town
Council £2,000. They required £8,000 to support the existing post-holder for 3 days of the week
throughout the year. Lillian then closed the presentation providing leaflets and a promotional video
for members to review in the meanwhile Age Concern requested the Councils consideration as soon
as practical for funding of £2,000 for year 2007/08.
Resolve: there was no vote but that the consensus was that Lillian Romford is thanked for her
detailed presentation and that the matter is placed in the next agenda for Council on the 3 April
2007 for consideration of the funding requirement of £2,000.
Lillian Romford then left the meeting.
110./07 Public Forum
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Jeremiah, seconded by Cllr Hurrell, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting be adjourned for the matter to be transacted.
Notes of the matters raised were recorded for internal use and action. Matters raised were
Advertisements for Community Events, War Memorial highways layout/planning and a Planning
Application at the Fire Station.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Jeremiah, Seconded by Cllr Gilham, by unanimous vote that the
meeting now be brought back into session.
111./07 Apologies for absence – Cllr Champion (family), Cllr Robinson (MDC Meeting) and Cllr
Taylor (work). Also Guy Braga (MDC Meeting) and PC Steve Hubbard.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr Jeremiah by a vote of 9 For and 2 Abstentions
that the above Apologies are accepted.
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112./07 Members Declarations of Interests
a) Collett Park & Collett park Covenants – All Members collectively made a declaration as to a
Personal and Prejudicial Interest in the matter as each member of the Town Council is a Trustee
but that dispensation has been afforded in the matter from the Standards Committee in July
2003 for the life of the current Council (until April 2007). Cllr Marsh also declared a Personal
and Prejudicial Interest due to her residence in Kyte Road and would leave the meeting at the
appropriate point.
b) Planning Application, 13 Town Street – Cllr Marsh declared a Personal and Non Prejudicial
Interest in the matter due to her daughter working in a dental surgery close by.
Resolve: by unanimous vote that the above declarations are noted and duly recorded.
113./07 Chairman’s Announcements
The Vice-Chairman confirmed that the excavations to the foundations of the War Memorial for
inspection by the architect would take place tomorrow Wednesday 21 March to which the Friends of
the Cenotaph had been informed.
114./07 Minutes
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on the 6 March 2007 were considered for
accuracy and content.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr Bartlett, with a vote of 9 For 2 Abstentions,
that the Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 6 March 2007 be approved as a true record
and signed by the Chairman.
115./07 Matters Arising from the Minutes
Min 103./07 Litter/Dog Fouling Shepton Mallet Community Hospital – Incorrect information
had been provided previously. No Litter or dog bins have been purchased or ordered. Council was
requested to consider purchase and installation of one dog bin in a suitable location as decided by
the Hospital in the lane running to the west of the complex. Cost will be Dog Bin 50ltr (£190)
Ground Anchor (£90) and Installation (£30) = Total £310. Monies to be taken from SCC Stephen
Robinsons fund transferred to SMTC and held in reserves by the Council. MDC will then undertake
maintenance and emptying of the bin.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Gilham, Seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by a vote of 8 For and 3 Against
that the Town Council use funds provided by SCC as a one off purchase and installation of one Dog
Bin, post and anchor system to a position to be agreed with the Community Hospital and MDC at a
cost of £310. MDC are then to take over ongoing maintenance and emptying of the bin.
Min 106./07 Community Woodland Project – Cllr Inchley provided update with the initial
meeting of stakeholders and the community and also updated that Phil Stone of SCC had agreed
and would be providing the initial layout plan of the Gold Hill site for further consideration.
Resolve; that the matter is noted.
116./07 Somerset County Council Matters
a) A37 Workshop – Haynes Motor Museum, Sparkford, 3rd April 2007 7pm-9pm –
SCC invites one representative to the workshop which will consider what should be done
to improve safety on the A37 throughout Somerset.
Resolve; That the matter is noted and any interested Cllr wishing to attend should inform
the Clerk
b) Area Working Panel – Minutes of the first meeting (8 February) received and
distributed. Request for consideration of top three local priorities which they might target
spend of their devolved budget. Next meeting to be held Tuesday 17 April at 7pm in
Nunney Village Hall.
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Resolve; Proposed by Cllr Inchley. Seconded by Cllr O’Connor with a vote of 10 For and 1
Abstention that the Town Council submit the following project for consideration by the
Area Working Panel as follows; Refurbishment of High Street North and Town
Street, Shepton Mallet.
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr Lockey. Seconded by Cllr O’Connor with a vote of 10 For and 1
Abstention that the Town Council submit the following project for consideration by the
Area Working Panel as follows; Extension of existing Town Centre CCTV system to
provide coverage of St Peter’s & St Paul’s Church and adjoining public rights of
way.
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr Shearn. Seconded by Cllr O’Connor with a vote of 9 For and 2
Against that the Town Council submit the following project for consideration by the Area
Working Panel as follows; Levelling of an area within Collett park to provide several
under 11 year team football playing areas for the community.
Cllr Cann then joined the meeting at 7.40pm.
c) High Street Pedestrian Improvements – Daniel Martin, LTP Officer from SCC
requested completion of a performance questionnaire and summary to the scheme and to
provide additional comments Council may have. The Clerk confirmed that there were a
range of snagging points which need addressing and following contact with Guy Braga
had been informed that the District Council had not yet paid out their partnership funding
to the project. The Clerk recommended that a site meeting with MDC and SCC LTP
Officers should be progressed in lieu of just sending back an unsatisfactory response
questionnaire.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, with a vote of 11 For and
1 Abstention that the Clerk arrange a site meeting with MDC and SCC LTP Officers
regarding High Street South. Prior to the meeting a list is to be collated of outstanding
defects and issues.
d) Waterloo Road Highway Safety – Cllr Inchley informed that he had made contact with
the Infants School and confirmed that they were, like the Town Council, lobbying hard for
reduced speed limit or / and traffic calming to improve highway safety. He considered
that a partnership between all stake-holders should be formed to provide a joint lobby
group which he considered would have more weight and impact to pressurise the SCC
into provision of the requirement. He volunteered to lead and progress the matter either
on behalf of the Council or failing same as an individual Councillor.
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, Seconded by Cllr Gilham, by a vote of 9 For and 2
Abstentions, that the Council approve setting up of a stakeholders group to jointly
progress the previous initiative of Safe Route to Schools which encompassed speed
reduction and / or traffic calming to Waterloo Road outside of the County Infants School
and the SCC Children’s Centre. Cllr Inchley is to lead on the matter and to keep Council
fully informed.
117./07 CCTV User Group
Stats for year 2005/06 (graphs attached) and notes of User Group Meeting held Wednesday 14
March 2007 which had been previously distributed to all members received consideration. All new
and existing Cllrs who had not yet visited the control centre were invited to attend. The next
meeting of the User Group was programmed for 19 June 2007. The Clerk read out a response letter
from Chris Reeves, CCTV Officer from MDC regarding the Town Council request for CCTV coverage
to St Peter’s and St Paul’s Church.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Bartlett, Seconded by Cllr Marsh with a vote of 9 For and 3 Abstentions
that Chris Reeves, MDC CCTV Manager, is invited to attend a future meeting of the Town Council
and to provide data as to the disposition of the number of cameras in the District and also the level
of partnership funding obtained from each stakeholder. The CCTV User Group is also to be tasked
with arranging a meeting with representatives from the Police and the Parish Church to consider
what measures can be taken to provide further security to assist with reduction in recent crime.
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118./07 Shepton 21 - Tanya Lawler (Development Agent) – Introduction and Update
Tanya firstly thanked the Council for provision of partnership funding to both her and the
Administrators. An update was provided on the restructuring of the group with a management
committee to be elected and provision for any volunteer member of the community to join one of
the designated task groups. Tanya then provided a situation report on the various live projects
being progressed; these included the CATEC Project, the extension of the East Somerset Railway,
the Historical Building plaques and others.
The Clerk requested that Shepton 21 provide as previously agreed a monthly written report that
would be distributed to all Cllrs with the agenda for the meeting. The report should summary all
Shepton 21s live project, progress to date and the next milestone date for each project to enable
performance monitoring. The Town Council should also be made aware of any problems being
envisaged or encountered and any matters that the Council could provide support if needed.
Tanya confirmed that she was flexible working from her home and required meeting rooms on
different days and at various times / hours. Her admin assistant Carol was working from the
Shepton 21 Office presently within the TIC on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 10am to
4pm of each week. Following initially moving into the TIC they had now encountered operational
problems and were seeking alternate office space. A formal letter from Paul Frampton, Chairman
Shepton 21 requested the Town Council to consider provision of the rear office within the Town
Council Offices at 1 Park Road for this purpose and in return he offered free, secure, insured and
daily access to off site storage at Mendip Avenue for excess items now stored within the Town
Councils back office to free up this space. Shepton 21 would then need to install telephone lines
and some office furniture and equipment.
The Chairman thanked Tanya Lawler for her presentation and update.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Bartlett, Seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by a unanimous vote that the
request for office space is noted, that the Portfolio Holder and Clerk research, review the matter
and provide a report on the implications and then placed on the agenda for consideration at the
next meeting of Council to be held on 3 April 2007.
119./07 Matters to be noted
a)

Anti Social
Behaviour

Response from the Chamber of Commerce regarding Prohibition Order
against Ball Games in the Town Centre confirming they will consider the
matter on the 22 March 2007 and provide a formal response.

b)

Allotments
Update

3 Tenancy terminations completed on the 8 March 2007 due to non
payment of annual rent. 1 plot still to be relet. Chain-link fencing work
now completed to the Whitstone Road site.

c)

Gold
Trampolining
Awards

Shepton Mallet Schools Win Three Gold’s at National Schools Trampoline
Championships. Information sent to all Cllrs.

d)

Mendip from
the Air

700 colour copies of this 75 page pictorial images and supporting
information from the Mendips available from the Town Council Offices to
all the Community free of charge.

e)

Western
Power
Distribution

Quality of Supply Report 2006 received in form of colour booklet.
Interesting reading for Cllrs and the Community. One copy only available
from SMTC Offices.

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Jeremiah, Seconded by Cllr Bartlett, by unanimous vote, that the above
matters (a to e) are noted.
120./07 Planning Applications
a)

106151/013
Kimberley

Brothers Drinks Co
Ltd
Commercial Road

Erection of office building (DEL)

Full
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Resolve;

b)

119525/000
Langford
Resolve;

c)

108355/007
Rodzaj

Resolve;

d)

105265/016
PG29
Walsh
Resolve;

e)

119717/000
Rodzaj
Resolve;

Resolve;
Resolve;

f)

043071/005
Boustead

Resolve;

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr Gilham, by a unanimous vote to
recommend Refusal. In principle the application was acceptable and would
tidy up the area from the exisiting portakabins but that there are design
concerns
which
were
deemed
not
to
be
in-keeping.
The
design/materials/finishes should be reviewed to more pleasing, being
modern but in-keeping with adjoining stone constructed buildings. The front
glazing panels are too large and concern was rasied as to the height which
would imply overlooking residential adjoining properties and possible loss of
their privacy.
Mr & Mrs G
Deschamps
27 Cowl Street

Erection of dwelling and associated
parking (DEL)

Full

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr Lockey, by a unanimous vote to
recommend Refusal. There are no modern constructions within this area.
The proposal was not in-keeping with the area and deemed totally out of
character.
Mrs C Mitchard
17 Town Street

Repair and refurbishment including
stripping roofs, removing paint and
installing replacement windows (DEL)

LBC- alter
/ extend

Proposed by Cllr Jeremiah, Seconded by Cllr Gilham, by a unanimous vote
to recommend Approval. This application was under the HERs scheme which
this Council fully support.
Mr M Southard
Mill pond at
Darshill

Prune 2 Willow tress covered by TPO
M1104 (DEL)

TPO
Works

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by a vote of 11 For
and 1 Abstention, to recommend Refusal. The matter should be progressed
by the MDC Tree Officer. This Council would wish to see, as previously
advised, an overall plan for the development and management of the
Darshill Ponds Conservation area. Currently see no reasoning behind the
proposed works to just these four trees.
Ms Palmer/Duncan
2 – 4 Town Street

Change of use of building to Use
Class A3 (Cafes and restaurants)
(DEL)

Change of
Use

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Lockey, by unanimous vote, that
the meeting be adjourned for discussions with the applicants architect to be
transacted.
The architect Mr Lee Wright provided a short presentation and answered
member’s questions.
Proposed by Cllr Lockey, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by unanimous vote,
that the meeting now be brought back into closed session.
Proposed by Cllr Lockey, Seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by a vote of 9 For and
3 Abstention, to recommend Approval.
Somerset Fire &
Rescue Service
Fire Station Board
Cross

Siting of portakabion DEL)

Change of
Use

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr ‘Connor, by a vote of 9 For and 3
Abstention, to recommend Refusal. The facility already had office space,
there was concern as to loss of car parking for responding fire-fighters and
the inkeeping of the existing street scene.
Cllr Manvill then left the meeting not to return.
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g)

A1119/001
Langford
Resolve;

ADP Dental
Practice
13 Town Street

Erection of one projecting sign and
one fascia sign (DEL)

Advert’mt

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by a vote of 8 For, 1
Against and 2 Abstentions, to recommend approval.

121./07 119355/000 32A Walnut Grove – Change of use to residential – Appeal dismissed.
Resolve: that the matter is noted.
122./07 Citizen Focused Policing – Community & Leisure Portfolio
The Portfolio Holder provided a summary of a Public Feedback Survey Report completed by the
Police in 2006. A request had been received for the Council to possibly assist them in pulling
together a communication strategy to take forward and develop the issues raised within the report.
The Portfolio Holder considered that the report was poorly researched and therefore a weak report
in which to base decision making.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Marsh, Seconded by Cllr Inchley, by a unanimous vote, that the report
is noted and that the Council and Community would wish to see increased Police visibility and
presence on the streets of our Town at all times.
123./07 Christmas Lighting Scheme – Community & Leisure Portfolio
The Clerk provided an update following a review meeting held Monday 12 March 2007 and
requested approval of the draft accounts summary for the 2006 display (attached).
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr Gilham, by a unanimous vote, that the
Financial Summary of Accounts for the 2006/07 Christmas Lighting Display are approved and duly
signed by the Vice – Chairman.
Cllr Marsh then left the meeting not to return.
124./07 Collett Festival Saturday 9 June 2007 - Collett Park Portfolio
The Clerk confirmed that 2 x Portaloos had been ordered for the event @£70 each plus vat
(Georgian Hire), to be delivered and collected on the day.
Resolve: that the matter is noted.
125./07 Collett Park Update – Collett Park Portfolio
The Clerk provided update that the stone walling repairs were now completed, the new exterior
notice-board was being fixed, the replacement Memorial trees had now been planted and the new
tree guards fitted. Unfortunately following inspection and due to high winds and rotten woodwork
the beacon had been removed and placed into storage on grounds of health & safety. Some
disappointment had been levied at the way the beacon had been dragged up the tarmacadam
paths following it removal and the contractor had been informed.
Resolve: that the matter is noted.
126./07 Allotment Update – Properties Portfolio
The Clerk provided update that a thank you letter had been received from a tenant of Whitstone
Road for provision of the one off communal skip. Water Suppl y installations to both Allyn Saxon
Estate sites received consideration as to proceed with pricing. The Clerk estimated a total project
costing of £1200 for both sites.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by a vote or 7 For, 1 Against and 2
Abstention that the project should proceed to be fully worked and priced up and funds earmarked
from contingencies for the project to be delivered in this current year.
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127./07 The Shambles – Properties Portfolio
The damaged roof tiles had now been replaced. The Clerk considered that the structure required
cleaning, removal of graffiti where possible and protection applied to the wood work. Some prices
had been received although there was some delay dealing with conservation matters. The Portfolio
Holder requested Council to consider roll over of existing properties budget of £747 into the next
financial year to assist with this work. Three yearly inspections of all properties were required in
April 2007.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by a unanimous vote that the
under-spent budget sum of £747 is rolled over into the same budget heading for year 2007/08 to
enable this project to complete.
128./07 District Council Area Regeneration Programme – Regeneration Portfolio
Guy Braga (ARO for MDC) provided a draft programme for year 2007/08 (print out provided to all
members at this meeting), which he was presenting to MDC this evening and therefore was unable
to attend the Town Council. He requested consideration and feedback to the draft which
unfortunately had not been received prior to this meetings agenda being sent out.
Resolve: that the matter is noted, that the report was received too late for this agenda and
therefore to be placed on the agenda for consideration at the next meeting of Council programmed
for Tuesday 3 April 2007.
129./07 Financial Budget Expenditure – Administration Portfolio
The Clerk provided a breakdown of expenditure as at 30 March 2007 copied to all Cllrs (attached).
Both over and under-spend headings were fully explained.
Resolve: that the matter is noted.
130./07 Council Structure Review – Administration Portfolio
The Portfolio Holder summarised the previous review meeting and also his aspirations for review
and restructure. The Clerk provided a short presentation to the outcome / consensus of the initial
review meeting held 27 February, requesting consideration of Council as to preference / direction
to proceed with the review with a view to provision of options by this Council for further
consideration of the elected Council at the May AGM (presentation notes attached). Members
considered the matter at some length. Some members wished to delegate matters while others
considered that all matters should be transacted as one within Council. Consensus was that there
was insufficient business for a dedicated Planning Committee to transact delegated (minor)
applications. The Portfolio Holder considered that the Council should inch towards restructure
rather than one large change.
Resolve: that the matter is noted, that the Clerk is to send full notes from his presentation to all
members and that the matter is placed on the next agenda of Council programmed for the 3 April
2007 for further consideration.
131./07 Confidential Session – Collett Park Restrictive Covenants
Resolve; by a unanimous vote that in view of the nature of the business about to be transacted, it
is advisable in the public interest that the press and public be excluded and that they are instructed
to withdraw which was complied with.
The Clerk informed contents of letters received by the Councils solicitors from firstly Bartlett
Gooding & Weelen Solicitors of the 27 February in response to this Councils letter of the 22
February and secondly from Harris and Harris Solicitors of the 28 February again in response to
this Councils letter of the 22 February 2007. Consultation and advice had been received from the
Councils Solicitors, Dyne Drewett who also drafted response letters to both parties, which following
the executive approval of the Vice-Chairman in consultation with the Clerk, had now been sent. The
contents of the Councils letters were read in full by the Clerk.
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Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous vote that the executive actions and decision are
ratified in full in respect of response letters from the Councils Solicitors to both Harris & Harris and
Bartlett Gooding and Weelen Solicitors of the 13 March 2007.
132./07 Agenda Matters for the Next Meeting - No matters were raised.
The next meeting of Council is to be held on Tuesday 3 April 2007 at 7.00pm.
The Chairman thanked members for their attendance, apologised for the late closure of the
meeting and which then closed at 9.55pm.

Councillor R.R. Champion
Chairman

Signature; _______________

___/___/2007

8

Minutes of the Meeting of the Shepton Mallet Town Council held on 3 April
2007, in MDC Committee Room, Cannards Grave Road, Shepton Mallet.
Present: Chairman – Councillor Mr R.R. Champion.
Cllrs Mrs J.D. Bartlett, Mr K.J. Hurrell, Mr C.C. Inchley, Mr N. Jeremiah, Mr C.F. Lockey, Mr M.
Lovell, Mrs L.A.Manvill, Mrs J.M. Marsh, Mr T.S. O’Connor, Mrs M.R. Robinson, Mr N.F. Shearn and
Mr A. Taylor.
Paul Tomlinson (HERS Officer MDC) and Guy Braga (ARO MDC).
Five members of the public and no members of the press in attendance.
The Chairman opened the meeting, welcoming members and the general public. A brief was
provided on Health & Safety requirements including emergency evacuation and assembly point
procedures. Mobile telephones were requested to be switched off or to silent mode.
133./07 Public Forum
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Jeremiah, Seconded by Cllr Hurrell, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting be adjourned for the matter to be transacted.
Notes of the matters raised were recorded for internal use and action. Matters raised were Retail
Trading and Tescos, Apology from Will Dunscombe and frustration with no one taking notice of the
Community, Expenditure on the War Memorial, Highway Works due to the Tesco Development,
Desecration of Trees at Maxwell Road Paddock, Change of date to Josie and Doug Horler leaving
the Salvation Army posting.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Jeremiah, Seconded by Cllr Hurrell, by unanimous vote that the meeting
now be brought back into session.
134./07 Apologies for absence – Cllr Cann (family) and Cllr Fone (work).
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr Lockey, with a vote of 11 For and 2
Abstentions, that the above Apologies are accepted.
135./07 Members Declarations of Interests
Collett Park - Members collectively made a declaration as to a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in
the matter as each member of the Town Council is a Trustee but that dispensation has been
afforded in the matter from the Standards Committee in July 2003 for the life of the current
Council (until April 2007).
Resolve: by unanimous vote that the above declarations are noted and duly recorded.
136./07 Chairman’s Announcements
The Chairman thanked Cllr Lovell for standing in for the Chairman’s duties due to his period of
unavailability. Sunday 25th the Chairman and his Wife spent the morning in Wells Cathedral at a
service to welcome the new High Sheriff of Somerset, Mr David Medlock. This is an office that
is at least 1,000 years old with its roots going back to Saxon times. It is the oldest continuous
th
secular office under the Crown. On Thursday 29 the Clerk had further discussions with our Collett
Park contractor, this firm in some respects do a good job but in others it is diabolical, just have a
look at the letter that came to you all via Email, and the implications it is expressing. We as a
Council have got a contract and as Councillors we need to impose and show our strength. Some of
the headlines in the letter are; Memorial Trees, Memorial Bench Seat, Quotations, Contract
Schedule, Contractors Reports, Storage of Goods, Damage / Incident Reports and so it goes on,
please bear this in mind when it comes up later on the agenda. The Chairman thanked the Clerk for
having to deal with matters last Wednesday that in some respects are nothing to do with this Town
Council, things like; the road closure that isn’t, removal of seat by the war memorial for
safety reasons, the plants from the roundabout just ditched, where is the communication and
co-operation. On behalf of the Town and the Town Council he sent a Thank You to our local Fire
Brigade; they on behalf of Somerset Fire & Rescue Service over the years have done Shepton
Mallet and its hinterlands proud. As an ex Emergency Service person himself he was only to well
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st

aware of the trauma they have been through. He raised this matter because as from the 1
2007, last Saturday, it is now the Devon & Somerset Fire and Rescue Service.

April

137./07 Minutes
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on the 20 March 2007 were considered for
accuracy and content. Corrections were agreed to resolve of Min 109./06 Age Concern should
clearly document that no vote was taken in respect of resolve to finance and that the wording of
“core funding to Shop Mobility” be amended to “core funding to Age Concern”.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by a vote of 10 For, 2 Against and 1
Abstention, that the Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 20 March 2007 following the
above amendments, be approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
138./07 Matters Arising from the Minutes
Min 109./07 Age Concern – A Report providing compilation of history and stats from Lillian
Romford had been reported to Council on the 20 March 2007. Council was requested to consider
provision of core funding of £2,000 for year 2007/08. Members considered that this was a noble
cause and were aware of the good work of Age Concern. One member was disappointed with Mr
Keith Bush (MDC) in that he had indicated a range of issues which could be reviewed to further
support the disabled members of the community but that very little had been achieved. Some
considered that funding should be provided on this occasion but that a clear warning be sent that
the new elected Council should review the partnership and that Age Concern should not submit
further applications for funding unless they could clearly show the increased benefits to the elderly
members of the community. Others considered that should they commence core funding to support
Age Concern then they should also look to consider and treat fairly all the other worthy
organisations working to support the community. A Proposal by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr
O’Connor, was lost by a vote of 5 For, 7 Against and 1 Abstention to support Age Concern with the
sum of £2,000 to be taken from contingencies
Resolve: The vote was lost and no funding is to be provided.
MIN 115./07 – MDC Partnership Working and Environment Functions
A detailed response had been received from MDC regarding the recent problem with litter and dog
waste at the Community Hospital. It explained that funding restricted the number of bins provided
within the District as a whole and therefore within the Town. A quantity of Litter and Dog Waste
bins had been provided at locations following consultation with Guy Braga and unfortunately the
Community Hospital site had not been included. However MDC confirmed that they had increased
the litter picking to this area and did confirm that this was indeed one of their functions /
responsibilities. MDC did call for priorities of the Town Council to be pre-informed so that they
could work in partnership to hopefully achieve the priorities and goals.
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr O’Connor by a vote of 12 For and 1
abstention, that the matter is noted and the response and call for known priorities / goals to be
communicated to MDC is considered by the newly elected Council later in the year.
139./07 Somerset County Council Matters
a. Unitary Proposals – Details of their bid plus timescale for any New Unitary Councils to be up
and running were provided. Invitation received to one of four delegates meeting to discuss
their proposals. Local meetings will be held at the Bath & West Showground on 18 April and
22 May 2007 and a reply slip had been provided to inform number of delegates that will be
attending each meeting. The Council had now been advised by email that the SCC bid is
within the 16 to progress to the consultation stage where as SSDC bid has been excluded.
b. Road Closures – Spenhill (Tesco) Development
Correspondence received from Bramwell Associates, Public Affairs and Community
Consultants in respect of the Townsend Retail Park regarding Highway Works was read in full
to the meeting. It promised increased communication, weekly updates as to the status of
works and contact numbers for additional information. Members considered that this was well
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overdue, however the responsibility was down to SCC Highway Officers. The correspondence
also confirmed that no road closures would take place before Easter.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Lockey, Seconded by Cllr O’Connor by a unanimous vote that Cllr
Shearn would attend the 18 April Meeting of SCC to discuss Unitary Proposals and that the matter
of Road Closures at the Tesco Retail development, are noted.
140./07 Mendip District Council
Station Road Businesses
Council was informed that existing business within Station Road had received letters to vacate their
premises by October 2007 due to the redevelopment of the site into a new industrial park. From
unsubstantiated information it would appear that there had been no consultation and no alternate
premises were to be provided to these long term successful traders that provided local valued
services and local employment. Many of them were long term tenants and it was considered that
Haskins should be encouraged to support where possible. Several members considered that a letter
should be sent to Kevin Haskins raising concern and seeking support, but is was then considered
that the Council should firstly be aware of the full and correct facts and then a meeting directly
with Kevin Haskins would be more beneficial.
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr Lockey, Seconded by Cllr Inchley, by a unanimous vote that first Cllr
Shearn make outline enquiries as to clarify the exact situation and if needed then the Clerk arrange
a meeting between Kevin Haskins and the Chairman, Cllr Lockey and the Clerk with a view to
encourage Haskins to continue support to the traders concerned.
MIN 128./07 Area Regeneration Programme 2007/08
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Manvill, Seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by a unanimous vote that the
meeting be adjourned for Guy Braga (ARO – MDC) to present his draft programme and for
members to question him if needed.
The draft RO programme had been received late for the 20 March meeting and was now before
Council for approval or comment. Guy Braga informed that he would answer any questions or
explain further any details that were needed. MDC had already approved the programme at the
Central Mendip Community Partnership meeting.
Resolve; that the meeting now be brought back into closed session
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Jeremiah, Seconded by Cllr Manvill by a vote of 10 For and 3
Abstentions that the draft ARO programme for year 2007/08 which had already been approved by
MDC is accepted.
141./07 Shepton 21 – Formal Request for use of Town Council Offices
Cllr Inchley confirmed that following a meeting of Shepton 21 it was known that they were
progressing with preference for possible use of a vacant Town Centre retail unit for their offices.
Therefore he considered that their request for use of the Town Council Offices was now null & void
and withdrawn given Shepton 21 alternate proposal.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by a unanimous vote that the
matter is noted and that the Council keep a watching brief on the matter.

142./07 Matters to be noted
a)

b)

Mendip
Community
Support

First newsletter available in the SMTC Offices. Contact details are
also available with postal address of 62 High Street, tel 346830 and
email mendipcs@onetel.com

Discretionary
Rate Relief

Notice received from MDC of the expiry of Discretionary Rate Relief to
Collett Park and also Collett Park Depot as of 31 st march 2008.
st
Reapplication will be submitted for a new claim from 1 April 2008
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c)
Envoy Doug and
Josie Horler

d)

e)

Congratulations
on Collett Park

Postcard received from visitor to the Town on how clean, tidy and
beautiful the park is. The poems set about the park are a great
addition.

Highway
Lighting –
Willow Drive

SCC advise as no positive response as to ownership from either
SMTC / MDC then they are to complete one final repair and then
remove this light (unit 8) from their database as they are unable to
maintain lights on private property.

f)
External Auditor
g)

Both long term Envoys of the Shepton Mallet Salvation Army will be
retiring, handing over the reins to a new officer. Their last service is
programmed for Sunday 1 July 2007. They thanked through Mr Mike
Harris the Council, all Councillors and the Clerk for their support
throughout their posting.

Exciting things
are happening
to Play

Confirmation received from the Audit Commission that Moore
Stephens is appointed at External Auditor for the financial year
2006/07. (previously advised but now confirmed)
Invitation to attend the third meeting of Partnership Group on the 11
May 2007 10am to 1pm in the Thatched Cottage Inn, function room.
MDC have big lottery funding of £214,000 for the district.

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, Seconded by Cllr Hurrell, by unanimous vote that the
amended date of the final service and retirement of Envoy Josie and Doug Horler is noted and that
the Council is with much gratitude fully aware of the much valued work of Josie and Doug in the
Community over an extended period of time and that the Council arrange a suitable presentation to
them on the 1 July 2007.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, Seconded by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous vote, that the above
matters (a to g) are noted.
143./07 Planning Applications
a)

104871/013
Taylor
Resolve;

b)

076296/027
Rodzaj
Resolve;

Mr D Reade
3b The Limes,
Waterloo Road

Erection of two storey extension to
the West Elevation (DEL)

Full

Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, Seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by a vote of 11 For
and 2 Abstention, to recommend approval subject to stipulation that the
southern elevations are finished with Bath Stone Quions to totally match
other elevations.
st

1 Mortgage
Solutions UK Ltd
48 High Street

Change of use from A1 to A2 use
(del)

Change of
Use

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by a vote of 11 For
and 2 Abstention, to recommend approval.

144./07 Twinning Reception – Community & Leisure Portfolio
Town Twinning Association advised that our French partners Oissel visit will now take place on the
nd
th
weekend of the 22 to 25 June 2007. Request received for the Council to provide Reception for
them on Saturday 23 June 2007. Members considered the increased cost of the Council Chamber
on the weekend and possible other venues given the understanding that only some 7 guests were
coming from our French partners.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Champion, by a vote of 12 For and 1 Abstention that the Council is to
arrange and provide a Reception on the evening of Saturday 23 June 2007 and that the Clerk
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review the numbers who might attend, the various possible venues and their associated costs. A
report is to be submitted to a future meeting of Council for further resolve.
145./07 Weight Limits on Local Roads - Community & Leisure Portfolio
Somerset Trading Standards requested concerns and supporting evidence for breaches of weight
limits. This will enable them to take formal action through the courts. The Clerk confirmed that the
Police Beat manager had been informed. Members considered that they could take details when
needed and provide to the Clerk to collate and send on but that a Press Release would be most
beneficial to raise awareness. Other considered that it was the duty of the Police to enforce.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Shearn, Seconded by Cllr Robinson, by a unanimous vote, that the
Council send copies of the Trading Standards correspondence directly to local companies of
Frampton’s, Brother Drinks and Tesco for their information and that any Cllr that witnesses and
able to document details of offenders should pass the details to the Clerk to enable collation and
sending on to Trading Standards for enforcement and prosecution.
146./07 Alcohol Restriction Signage – Community & Leisure Portfolio
The Clerk provided an update as to progress with a template design (attached) and confirmed that
he had placed an order for both Shepton’s and Frome signs. MDC had already repaid SMTC for
signs, Frome TC was to pay on delivery. For services rendered it was expected to show a profit of
£123 on the transcations.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Jeremiah, Seconded by Cllr Inchley, by a unanimous vote that the
expenditure and provision / administration by the Clerk is approved.
147./07 Ground Care Contract – Collett Park Portfolio
The Clerk provided an update and was working towards a contract review and had sent recent
correspondence to the contractor high-lighting concerns which had been copied to all Cllrs. He had
been informed of emerging problems with water services to the toilet block and also possible loss
of the Twinning Associations display cabinet which was stored in the depot. The Clerk had issued
an asset listing of items stored within the depot and requested Quadron to undertake an audit and
respond by a designated completion date. The Clerk also informed of an arson attack over the
weekend to the depot effecting plant / machinery, including a tractor, with fire spread to the MDC
Resource Centre building. The matter was being progressed by the Contractors, MDC and the
Police. At this time there was no liability on behalf of the Town Council. The Portfolio Holder
informed of an incident where litter bins had been ripped from their base and thrown in the lake,
some had been recovered and replaced but two were totally damaged and unusable.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, with a vote of 11 For and 2
Abstentions, that the Council support the contract concern letter sent to Quadron services and that
the above incidents and damage to litter bins is noted.
148./07 Collett Festival Saturday 9 June 2007 - Collett Park Portfolio
Progress update was provided by the Portfolio Holder that a volunteer (Steve Apelt) had come
forward to undertake compare duties for the event, but that this would require funding. The Clerk
was to request Cllr Cann to enquire if Glastonbury Festival may wish to sponsor this matter.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Jeremiah, Seconded by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous vote that the matter
is noted.
149./07 Wayleave / Water Discharge Fees – Collett park Portfolio
The Clerk confirmed that 9 Wayleave and 1 Water Discharge annual fees had now been invoiced for
5 year period to expire in March 2012 at total cost of £140.
Resolve; that the matter is noted
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150./07 Fair Trade Town – Properties Portfolio
Council was requested to consider support to the Chamber of Commerce initiative to become a
“Fairtrade Town” – Five goals must be met and the Chamber of Commerce is seeking support to
the first goal before proceeding. This would mean that Councils would have to use “Fair Trade”
products in their canteens or when providing refreshments etc. The Clerk had sent an enquiry to
MDC for consideration and received a response that the matter should be considered following the
outcome of the local elections. The Clerk had informed Fran Wulf of the Chamber of Commerce to
this effect who agreed and would progress the matter following the elections.
Resolve: that the matter is noted.
151./07 Future THI Partnership Funding – Regeneration Portfolio
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, Seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by a unanimous vote that the
meeting be adjourned for the matter to be discussed directly with the officer Mr Paul Tomlinson.
Paul Tomlinson explained the reason and benefits behind the additional partnership and reorganisation of funding. This would then facilitate that the whole funding of £500,000 could be
spent on buildings and complementary initiatives within the Town and that the post-holder’s salary
would be funded in a different way allowing other roles to be undertaken as he considered that this
Project was currently taking only 3 days of his working week. The Town Council currently
undertook partnership funding of £5,500 for each of the year’s 2008, 2009 and 2010. MDC
requested consideration of partnership funding in principle at the same level of £5,500 for one
further year 2011.
Resolve; that the meeting now be brought back into closed session.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by unanimous vote that the Town
Council, in principle, agree to support the THI Partnership by way of funding the additional year
2011 at a level of £5,500.
152./07 Council Structure Review – Administration Portfolio
The matter was placed on the agenda following consideration at the previous meeting of Council on
the 20 March and the Clerks previous presentation notes had been distributed to all members as
instructed. The Portfolio Holder considered that the Concept 2007 Structure was a step in the right
direction and should be recommended to the new elected Council for consideration.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Shearn, Seconded by Cllr Robinson, by a vote of 8 For and 5
Abstentions that the Concept Restructure Proposals (attached) for 2007 are in principle approved
and to be recommended to the newly elected Council at the May 2007 AGM for their consideration
and adoption.
153./07 East Somerset Unitary Bid – Administration Portfolio
An Executive Summary (Creating Innovation-Delivering Excellent Results CIDER) had been
received from SSDC with request to write to DCLG to ensure if they proceed that both bids are
consulted on. This has been superseded with the news that the SSDC bid was not to be
progressed.
Resolve: No vote was taken but the consensus was that the matter had now been superseded by
the news that the SSDC bid was not accepted for progression to the next stage of the review and
therefore the matter was noted.
154./07 Lido Project Funds & Payment – Administration Portfolio
Invoice – The Clerk confirmed that this had been received for £376,035.35 and a response letter
sent to Ian Munday and MDC Accounts department confirming when payment is to be programmed
and requesting a credit note and re-issue of invoice at correct timescale. The Clerk also re-affirm
funding resolves to date and payment clauses within the Project agreement dated Oct 2005.
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Funding – Council was requested to consider and approve withdraw of £376,035.35 from the
Investment Account and transfer into the Business Reserve Account for further resolve to vote the
monies out at a later date.
Several members raised concern as to the loose gravel car park, which was considered in
appropriate and subject to numerous complaints following children and youths throwing gravel
stones all around including into the pool and that MDC should be requested to upgrade this to a
tarmacadam finish.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr Lovell, by a vote or 12 For and 1 Abstention,
that the revised payment schedule of 3 months is noted, the transfer of £376,035.35 is approved
via BACs payment from the Investec Bank Investment Account to the Lloyds Bank Business
Reserve Account. The Bank Transfer mandate was duly signed by the mandate signatories.
Payment of the Invoice is to be submitted for Councils further consideration at the July 2007
meeting of Council, subject to the review, inspection and verification of the project final accounts
by the Chairman, Project Board Chairman and the Administration Portfolio Holder.
155./07 Council Insurances – Renewal 1st April 2007 – Administration Portfolio
The Clerk confirmed that a Risk and Insurance review had been carried out in early March and
details submitted to the insurers. He had chased them several times since this date for renewal
terms which were finally received on Friday 30 March 2007. Last years premium was £4269 which
included a mid-term review and increase of Fidelity Cover. The renewal premium received was
£4356.02 with a very small increase relating to indexation increases in cover which have gone from
£269,756 to £283,951. The Premium would be paid by interest free monthly direct debit of
£362.99 and the low claims rebate agreement still continues. The standard Administration one off
fee of £5 required payment by cheque.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, Seconded by Cllr Bartlett , by a unanimous vote that the
Insurance Risk and Cover Review by the Clerk and Broker is noted and that the Renewal Premium
of £4,356.02 and the indexed / amended cover for continued insurance through Norwich Union is
approved. Payment by way of continued monthly interest free instalments by direct debit is also
approved.
156./07 Finance
a. Accounts for Payment by Cheque
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, Seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by a vote of 12 For and 1
Abstentions, that payments made by Cheque for April 2007 as per Appendix “A” attached to these
Minutes, be approved.
b. Accounts previously paid by Direct Debit
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, Seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by a vote of 12 For and 1
Abstentions, that payments made by Direct Debit for April 2007 as per Appendix “A” as attached to
these Minutes be approved.
c. Confidential Salaries for Payment by Cheque
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, Seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by a vote of 12 For and 1
Abstentions, that Confidential Salary Payments for April 2007 as per Appendix “A” (Confidential
Section) attached to these Minutes be approved.
d. Standing Orders – SCC Pension Scheme / Community Council
SCC Pension Standing Order – The Clerk informed of an increase in Employer Contribution Rate
for 2007/08 from 15.3% to 16.8% (increase of £33.66p per month at current salary levels) and
requested approval to re-instigation an amended monthly direct debit payment to Somerset County
Council (pensions) of £511.63 to be paid from April 2007 and to cease following payment in
February 2008.
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Community Council Standing Order – Council considered payment to The Community Council
for subscription Fees by way of a Standing order on the 28 April 2007 and annually on the same
date thereafter at current cost of £25.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, Seconded by Cllr Shearn, by a unanimous vote, that a
Monthly Standing Order to SCC Pensions of £511.63 and also an Annual Standing order to the
Community Council of £25 are both approved and mandates were duly signed by the Chairman and
Vice-Chairman.
157./07 Agenda Matters for the Next Meeting - No matters were raised.
The next and final meeting of this elected Council is to be held on 17 April 2007 at 7.00pm.
The Chairman thanked members for their attendance, wished them a happy Easter and closed the
meeting at 8.52pm.

Councillor R.R. Champion
Chairman

Signature; _______________
___/___/2007
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A P P E N D I X
Cheque
No
2230
2230
2231
2231
2232
2235
2236
2237
2238
2239
2240
2241
2242
2243

Payee

Code

The Consortium
The Consortium
Quadron Services Ltd
Quadron Services Ltd
Ellis & Co
Duchy of Cornwall
J Hodges & Sons
Mid Somerset Show
Somerset Association of Local
Councils
Mendip Community Transport
Shepton 21 Regeneration
Partnership
J Bailey & Sons
J Bailey & Sons
GA Doble Ltd

Payments by Direct Debit
22/2/07
CPRE
28.2.07
Quadron Services Limited
28.2.07
Cleanaway Ltd
28/2/07
Somerset CC Pensions
1/3/07
Market Town
2/3/07
CGU Bonus
16/3/07
Plusnet Tech Ltd

“ A ”
Total
Payment

Goods Supplied

5300
6080
6160
6030
6450
6120
6250
6650
5400

Stationery, Box Files
Collett Park - Exterior Notice board
Skip for Whitstone Road Allotment
C/Park - Play Area Gate Repairs
War memorial Test Investigation Works
Allotment Land Rent - 6 months
The Shambles - Renew tiles / wood
Revenue Support - General Grants
2007/08 Annual Affiliation Fees

£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£

12.00
211.44
145.41
30.22
70.50
49.94
86.36
250.00
915.73

6680
6530

Annual Grant Support
Revenue support for administration

£
£

721.00
1,500.00

6030
6030
6450

Collett Park Wall Repairs - VAT content
C/ Park Wall Repairs - Insurance Excs
War Memorial - Foundation Survey

£
£
£

309.12
250.00
734.38

£

5,286.10

5400
6000/6005
6020

Annual Subscription
Collett Park Ground Care Contract
Collett Park - Waste Disposal

£
£
£

27.00
2,511.22
31.91

5010
5315
5200/6090
5160

Pension Scheme - Monthly Contribution
Website - Monthly Charge
Insurance Premium
Broadband Subscription

£
£
£
£

382.65
70.50
308.72
19.99

Sub Total

£

3,332.00

Total =

£

8,618.10

£

1,474.60

Total

£

1,474.60

Total Expenditure =

£

10,092.70

CONFIDENTIAL PAYMENTS
2244

Date
12-Feb
7-Mar
7-Mar
8-Mar
23-Mar
14-Mar

Graham H Brown

Income
Lloyds TSB
Allotment Rent
Footpath Booklet
Chamber of Commerce
Allotment Rent
MDC Repayment

5000

Code
4200
4410
4410
4200
4410

Town Clerk - April Salary 2007

Total
Deposit

Category of Income
Business Account - Bank Interest
Overdue accounts
Sales
Balance of Christmas Lights Final Acct
Final allotments now relet and paid
Market Place and War Memorial Works

Total Income =

£
£
£
£
£
£
£

222.89
132.00
4.00
402.88
32.00
606.70
1,400.47

Councillor R.R. Champion
Chairman

Signature________________

Date_____________

Councillor M. Lovell
Vice Chairman

Signature________________

Date_____________
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Shepton Mallet Town Council held on 17 April
2007, in the MDC Chamber, Cannards Grave Road, Shepton Mallet.
Present: Chairman - Councillor R.R. Champion
Cllrs: Mrs J.D. Bartlett, Mr M.M. Cann, Mr J. Gilham, Mr K.J. Hurrell , Mr C.C. Inchley, Mr N.
Jeremiah, Mr C.F. Lockey, Mr M. Lovell(7.45pm), Mrs L.A. Manvill(7.40pm), Mrs J.M. Marsh, Mr
T.S. O’Connor, Mrs M.R. Robinson, Mr N.F. Shearn and Mr A. Taylor. PC Beat Manager Steve
Hubbard and PCSO Shelia Thompson. Mr David Littlewood, Contracts Manager, Quadron Services
Ltd.
Fourteen members of the public and one member of the press were in attendance. The Chairman
opened the meeting, welcoming members and the general public. A brief was provided on Health
& Safety requirements including emergency evacuation and assembly point procedures. A further
brief was provided as to the use of the Induction Loop facility for users of hearing aids, use of the
microphones was emphasised and informed that the meeting would be audio-taped for internal
use only. Mobile telephones were requested to be switched off or to silent mode.
158./07 Public Forum
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Robinson, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting be adjourned for the matter to be transacted.
Notes of the matters raised were recorded for internal use and action. Matters raised included
Public Transport update, Tesco Retail, Royal British Legion event, War Memorial vigil, Maxwell
Road development, Public Forum content and Police matters.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Jeremiah, seconded by Cllr Hurrell, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting now be brought back into session.
Police Matters – PC Steve Hubbard continued with his update. One Cllr enquired the strategy
taken against anti-social behaviour to which PC Hubbard explained that at this point in time he
was giving advice, options and warnings and would deal with reoffenders more severely in the
future with such as ASBOs should they not take notice. Several Cllrs raised concern as to the
flaunting of the HGV rerstriction which Steve was aware and considered that the current road
closure was not helping the matter. It was currently a case of limited resources verses priorities.
Letters had been sent to local companies / hauliers that were also seen to be at fault.
159./07 Apologies for absence – Cllrs Lovell and Cllr Manvill (would be late due to a previous
appointment).
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above Apologies are accepted.
160./07 Members Declarations of Interests
a)

Planning Application 036267/013 – Shepton Mallet AFC – Cllr Hurrell declared a
Personal and Prejudicial Interest due to a lifelong membership of the Club and would
leave the meeting at the appropriate point.

b)

Planning Application 104487/001 9 Shaftgate Avenue – Cllr Champion declared a
Personal and non-Prejudicial Interest as he was a neighbour of the applicant.

c)

Planning Application 021760/009 Former Gas Depot, Cowl Street. – Cllr Inchley
and Cllr Lockey both declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in the matter and would
leave the meeting at the appropriate point.

d)

Annual Contracts Review - Cllr Marsh declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest due
to her husband undertaking clockwinding duties for the Council and would leave the
meeting at the appropriate point. point.
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e)

Standard Boards Complaint – All Cllrs on the Complaints Committee being Cllr Bartlett,
Champion, Inchley, Lockey, Robinson and Shearn all declared a Personal and nonPrejudicial Interest in the matter. Cllr Marsh declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest
due to her residence in Kyte Road.

Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the above declarations are noted and duly recorded.
161./07 Chairman’s Announcements
On the 4 April he had the pleasure of being at the presentation of the ‘Shepton Mallet Business
Against Crime’. It was well received by all at the ceremony which included all the committee
members, including Lester Silk (MDCs Crime Officer), the Police, Mendip District Councillors and
himself. The Chairman wished to congratulate Jake Loxton-Dally of Whitstone Collage as being
the Logo design winner; this is something Shepton Mallet needs to be proud of and
congratulations to the officers of Shepton Mallet Business against Crime in attaining the
accreditation so quickly. During the next two weeks the Chairman would be attending meetings
of Sustrans tomorrow morning, on Thursday there is a Tesco’s and Haskins Stakeholders
meeting in the afternoon with a Chamber of Commerce meeting in the evening. On Friday 20
April the Chairman would be opening a new recruitment agency called “RED BERRY” which
is based at 24 High Street, Shepton Mallet at 10.00hrs, where music, raffles, food and drink are
all part of the fun. As this was his last full council meeting before the elections, the Chairman
wished all Cllrs a good two weeks and looked forward to seeing at least some of them at the new
Council AGM on the 15 May 2007. He thanked those for their services that were not standing
for re-election.
162./07 Minutes
The Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 3 April 2007 were considered for
accuracy and content.
Resolve: by unanimous vote, that the Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 3 April
2007 be approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
163./07 Matters Arising from the Minutes
Min 140./07 Station Road Business Relocation. Cllr Lockey enquired progress to the
matter. The Clerk confirmed that Cllr Shearn had undertaken considerable liaison and work.
Currently MDC were working with the businesses involved to locate suitable alternate
premises. A meeting with Mr Kevin Haskins had not yet been progressed as it was decided to
await the outcome of the assistance from Mendip District Council.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Robinson, Seconded by Cllr Bartlett, by unanimous vote that the
above matter is noted.
164./07 Somerset County Council - Parish/Town Council questionnaire had been received for
highway related services for Year ending 31 March 2007 which required consideration and
completion.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Robinson, Seconded by Cllr Bartlett, by unanimous vote that
delegated authority is afforded to the Clerk to complete and return.
165./07 MCTI/Shepton 21 Update – Council was informed that the first meeting of the new
management team was to be held on 18 April 2007 and a presentation / update was to be
provided at the Annual Town Meeting on the 24 April 2007.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, Seconded by Cllr Hurrell, by unanimous vote, that the
matter is noted.
Cllr Manvill then joined the meeting at 7.40pm
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166./07 Matters to be noted
a)

Memorial
Safety

Guidance provided by the Department of Constitutional Affairs
regarding cemetery manager’s interpretation of health & safety
duties and to take matters in context and to deal with individual
cases in the most appropriate manner.

b)

Red Berry
Recruitment

Invitation to all councillors to attend the opening at 28 High Street
on Friday 20 April from 10am to 4pm.

c)

Mells Daffodil
Festival

Invitation to all to attend this event on Easter Monday 9 April from
11am to 5pm at Mells.

Anti Social
Behaviour

Chamber of Commerce confirm they do not wish to proceed with an
additional Order at this time in light of the recently awarded Shepton
Mallet Business Against Crime accreditation obtained on the 9 March
2007.

SCC
Statement of
Community
Involvement

This has now been adopted and published. It sets out the minimum
level of consultation that SCC must carry out on planning policy
documents to do with minerals and waste.

SCC Home
Composting

SCC confirm continuation of availability to reduced priced
composting bins to residents. Leaflets available from the Town
Council
Office
or
tel
0845
077
0757
or
online
www.recyclenow.com/compost

Policing
Update

Update regarding performance and community safety developments
on Somerset
East Policing
District received from Chief
Superintendent Nikki Watson. Available from SMTC Office.

h)

Mendip
Strategic
Partnership

Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 6 March 2007 available from
SMTC Office.

i)

Community
Council
Parish Plans

Parish Plan monies are still up for grabs. Awards of up to £2,750
available. Details held in SMTC Office.

j)

1 S/M Scout
Troop

Initial request for financial support received and grant information
and application forms sent 10 April 2007.

k)

Collett Park

Various incidents over the Easter period dealt with by Quadron and
Police. No additional financial costs involved.

l)

A Guide for
Dog Owners

New guide available from SCC or MDC Rights of Way Officers
regarding Public Rights of Way, Open Access Land and their use by
pets and their owners.

m)

Members
Attendances

Graph and listing attached
throughout 2006/07.

n)

Annual Town
Meeting

Tuesday 24 April 2006 in the Salvation Army Rooms, Commercial
Road at 7pm. The Clerk confirmed Mr Mark Witham, Executive from
Spenhill Developments and Shepton 21 Regeneration Partnership
would be both provide presentations / update at the meeting.
Consideration was provided to the nearing retirement of Envoy Doug
and Josie Horler from the Shepton Mallet Salvation Army branch and
if / when a presentation from the Town Council would be provided.

d)

e)

f)

g)

st

to

Cllrs

Attendance

at

meetings

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Marsh, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by a vote 13 For and 1 abstention
that matters above a) to n) are noted and that the Town Council arrange and provide a
suitable presentation to Envoy Doug and Josie Horler at the forthcoming Annual Town
Meeting.
Cllr Lovell then joined the meeting at 7.45pm.
167./07 Planning Applications
a)

085030/004
Kimberley

Somer Housing
Association
Land adjacent to
No 5 Somerset
Close

Erection of 6 new dwellings (BOARD)
Full
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Resolve:

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by
unanimous vote, that the meeting be adjourned for members of the
public to comment on the application.
Three public speakers made strong objection and adverse comments
relating to Loss of Parking, Loss of Open Space and Play Areas for
children. The development would overlook existing residents, was
considered over-development and future access for the emergency
services was of great concern. They currently had 27 written objections
which they would hand into MDC and others had written direct.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Shearn, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by
unanimous vote, that the meeting now be brought back into session.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Lockey, seconded by Cllr Robinson, by
unanimous vote - Recommend Refusal on the grounds of
Overdevelopment, Insufficent Car parking facilities and loss of valued
and safe Open Spaces / playing areas for the community.

b)

c)

d)

e)

f)

119749/000
PG29 Walsh

Mrs R MiltonParry
Brook House
Back Lane

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by a vote of 14
For and 1 Abstention – Recommend Refusal subject to the MDC Tree
Officers consideration as to the possible damage being caused to the
foundations of the building.

104487/001
Jarrold

Mr D M Wharton
9 Shaftgate
Avenue

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Lockey, seconded by Cllr Cann, by a vote of 13 For
and 2 Abstention - Recommend Approval.

A11106/001
Taylor

Spen Hill
Developments
Limited
Land to South of
Townsend

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Bartlett, by a vote of 11 For,
1 Against and 3 Abstention - Recommend Approval.

119754/000
Langford

Millbourne Homes
Ltd
11 Christopher
Way

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Gilham, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by a vote of 9 For,
1 Against and 5 Abstention - Recommend Approval.

021760/009
Baker

Bellfield
Developments
PLC
Former Gas
Depot, Cowl
Street

Resolve:

Proposed felling of 3 x Ash trees in
conservation area (DEL)

Erection of single detached garage to
rear (DEL)

Advertisment consent
signage board (DEL)

to

erect

CA
Felling
Trees

Full

a
Advert’
mt

Erection of 2 semi-detached dwellings
Full

Demolition of existing buildings and
erection of 7 houses and 1 flat (DEL)
Full

Cllr Inchley and Lockey then left the room.
Proposed by Cllr Cann, seconded by Cllr Gilham, by a vote of 9 For, 2
Against and 2 Abstention - Recommend Approval.
Cllr Inchley and Lockey then rejoined the meeting.
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g)

036267/013
Taylor

Resolve:

h)

i)

j)

Shepton Mallet
AFC
The Playing Fields
Old Wells Road

Erection of new changing room block
(BOARD)

Full

Cllr Hurrell then left the meeting.
Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr O’Connor, by unanimous
vote – Recommend Approval.
Cllr Hurrell then rejoined the meeting.

118872/001
Taylor

Somer Housing
Association
Springfield Court

Erection of 2 semi-detached dwellings
with associated parking (DEL)

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Cann, seconded by Cllr Gilham, by a vote of 14 For
and 1 Against - Recommend Approval.

112642/001
Jarrold

Mrs C Gooding
12 Castle Court

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by a vote of 13
For and 2 Abstentions - Recommend Approval.

119761/000
Taylor

Mrs J R Wilson
19 Somerset
Close

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Lockey , seconded by Cllr Shearn, by a vote of 12 For
and 3 Against - Recommend Approval.

Erection
of
single
extension (DEL)

storey

rear

Change of use of land to domestic
curtilage, erection of boundary fence
and creation of hard standing.
(BOARD)

Full

Full

Change
of Use

Late and Urgent
consideration of
Planning
Applications
due to the
forthcoming
local elections

The Chairman requested members to consider four late planning
applications and provided options of either proceding to consider and
resolve at this meeting or to delegate executive powers to allow future
consideration and resolve to MDC within the required timescale. The
Clerk confirmed Council was aware of the administration back-log of
planning applications within MDC, that the following four applications
had been received too late for entry on the agenda, but that all
members had received email information of the applications and the
proposal to consider them at this meeting with the required notice. The
Council would now be dissolved at the elections and would not reform
until the AGM on the 15 May 2007 which was well outside the required
return date. Should they be deferred then a resolve would either not be
returned and or no further public notice would be given.

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Champion, by unanimous vote that the Council would
continue to consider and resolve the following four late but urgent
planning applications at this meeting.

k)

118085/006
Kimberley

Bellway Homes
(SW) Ltd

Proposed
development
of
69
dwellings, formation of access roads,
together
with
all
associated
infrastructure and landscaping (DEL)

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr O,Connor, by a vote of 14
For and 1 Abstention - Recommend Refusal. Although there were
improvements to the design and finishes when compared with the
previous
applications,
this
application
was
still
considered
overdeveloped, too high intensity of dwellings, concern remains with
the safety of the Hitchen Lane / West Shepton highway junction and
that improvement / upgrade to full highway specification and adoption
of Hitchen Lane should be included within any planning gain 106
agreement.

Full
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l)

m)

n)

119787/000
Rodzaj

Mr T Philips
9 Castle Court

Change of use of land to domestic
curtilage and erection of boundary
fence (DEL)

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr O,Connor, seconded by Cllr Jeremiah, by a vote of 12
For and 3 Abstentions - Recommend Approval.

119775/000
Jarrold

Mr R Payne
61 Beech Avenue

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Marsh, seconded by Cllr Bartlett, by a vote of 9 For, 4
Against and 2 Abstentions - Recommend Refusal. Not inkeeping with
other adjoining properties.

104710/002
Jarrold

Miss S Weller &
Mr B L’Esteve
Old Coach House
26 Bopwlish

Resolve:

Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Cann, by a vote of 13 For,
1 Against and 1 Abstention – Recommend Approval, subject to existing
entrance being closed over.

Extension to existing dormer window
on North elevation (DEL)

Formation of pedestrain
boundary walls (DEL)

Full

Full

access in
Full

168./07 Other Planning Matters
a) Brother Drinks Application 106151/013 – SMTC Recommended Refusal, MDC Granted
Planning Permission as there is an existing live permission for a similar development here.
b) Road Naming – Blandford Road – Council was informed of this addition to the
Development at Field Farm.
c) Road Naming – Waterloo House – Council was informed of this addition to 18 Flats at
Lower lane.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Champion, by unanimous vote, that the above matters (a to c) are
noted. Gratitude was expressed and recorded to Cllr Inchley for a superb job that he had
undertaken, when standing in over the last 6 month period for the Planning Chairman.
169./07 Collett Park Contractors Quarterly Report – Collett Park Portfolio
The quarterly report from Quadron Services Limited was presented by David Littlewood,
Contracts Manager (attached to these minutes). One Cllr considered that the Park looked
lovely at the moment while another Cllr raised concern regarding the weeding and just how
much mulch was applied and to what beds. David informed that they did have a problem with
the Toilet cleaning but this was now being corrected. The same Cllr also enquired as to the
qualifications of the Park Keeper in respect of horticultural matters. Quadron informed that he
did not have any but that they had adequate supervision and would be providing training
packages to support. They were currently building up working partnerships with the Police and
Headteacher at the school. Several members then spoke in support of the contractor while
other raised concern and considered that the contract stipulations should be complied with. If
this was the case then there was no problem
Cllr Jeremiah then left the meeting at 9pm not to return.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Robinson, seconded by Cllr Marsh, by a vote of 11 For and 3
Against that the Park Contractors Report dated April 2007 is accepted.
170./07 – Collett Park Contract – Index Linked Review - Collett Park Portfolio
Quadron Services Limited submitted a request for uplift and indexation of Ground Care
Contract for Collett Park at +3.7% (£896.33) as from April 2007. The Clerk confirmed the
Council had budgeted and precepted for +2.95% (£714.64) and that the requested indexation
level had been confirmed as correct by Mendip District Council.
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Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Gilham, seconded by Cllr Robinson, by a vote of 13 For and 1
Against that an RPI Indexation of plus 3.7% is applied to the base Ground Care Contract with
Quadron Services with effect from April 2007.
171./07 – Collett Festival 2007 – Collett Park Portfolio
A request was received from Dorset & Somerset Air Ambulance to consider in principle
permission to landing of their helicopter for several hours in the pm of the Festival at the
football pitch end of the Park, subject to operational requirements. The organisation would
also be providing a community information stall in the main event area.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Robinson, seconded by Cllr Lockey, by a unanimous vote that the
Town Council agree in principle subject to Risk Assessments being undertaken and marshals /
crowd control being undertaken by the Air Ambulance ground staff. The Festival organiser is
to ensure the management of any football in the area to ensure no conflict occurs.
172./07 – Scouts use of Collett Park, Sunday 22 April 2007 – Collett Park Portfolio
The Scouts had requested access and use of the park from 2.15pm to 3.30pm on the above
date for an event and required the main Park Road wooden entrance gates to be unlocked.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Champion, with a vote of 13 For and 1 Abstention that
arrangements are to be made to facilitate the Scouts and that the Park Road gates are left
unlocked during the event.
173./07 Annual Contracts Indexation Review - Administration Portfolio
Cllr Marsh then left the meeting having declared an interest earlier and did not return.
Council considered following the precept allowance of +2.95% and resolve of the Ground Care
Contract indexation to align the following existing contracts;
Footpath Maintenance (+3.7%) = £12.25 (exclude Station Road) = Total £355.34 + Station
Road (£360)
Allotment Maintenance (+3.7%) = £7.63 = Total £213.95
Town Clock Winding (+3.7%) = £12.09 = £338.74
The Clerk informed that the National Salary Awards were currently in dispute with both % and
also request for minimum £1,000 uplift in dispute and the outcome was not expected until the
summer.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Lockey, seconded by Cllr Robinson, by unanimous vote, that a
contract review and financial indexation of plus 3.7% is applied to the following contracts and
the revised annual sums as from April 2007 are as follows;
Footpath Maintenance = Total £355.34 + Station Road (£360)
Allotment Maintenance = Total £213.95
Town Clock Winding = Total £338.74
174./07 – Standards Board Complaint - Administration Portfolio
First information and notice of a decision by the Standards Board for England relating to the
recent Complaint Committee hearing from Mr & Mrs May against all members of the
Complaints Committee had been received. The complaint was not upheld and that the
allegations made did not constitute a potential breach of the Code of Conduct by named Cllrs
Champion, Bartlett, Inchley, Lockey, Robinson and Shearn.
Resolve: that the matter is noted.
175./07 – War Memorial Update – Properties Portfolio
The Clerk confirmed that the structural survey would not take place on the 20 April as there
were problems locating and obtaining use of the specified camera equipment. It was hoped
this would be available in the next few weeks. The matter regarding highway works within
close proximity to the structure was still in suspension. The Clerk had made contact with the
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developer, the highway contractor, Mendip District and Somerset County Council without
response to date other than above which had been confirmed by Cllr Stephen Robinson and
hopefully matters would be discussed at the next Stakeholders meeting to be held at 2pm this
Thursday 19 April 2007.
Resolve: that the matter is noted.
176./07 – Purchase of St Georges Flags for the Town Centre – Administration Portfolio
The Clerk confirmed that he had been contacted by Ian Jarmaine of the Stumbles and the
Chamber of Commerce to purchase flags / posts to fit in retail units Christmas tree holders to
enable celebrations this weekend of St Georges Day. They requested that the Town Council to
purchase and that the monies would be repaid directly from Mendip District Council. Costs
were estimated at approximately £381.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr O’Connor, seconded by Cllr Bartlett, by unanimous vote, that
executive empowerment is provided to the Clerk to arrange purchase, supply and to reclaim
the nett monies from MDC.
177./07 Agenda Matters for the Next Meeting
The next meeting is to be held on Tuesday 15 May 2007 at 7.00pm in the Mendip District
Council Chamber (AGM).
The Chairman thanked members for their attendance, their commitment during the life of the
Council, wished them well for the forthcoming elections and closed the meeting at 9.15pm.

Councillor
Chairman

Signature_____________
_____/_____/_2007
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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Shepton
Mallet Town Council held on 15 May 2007, in MDC Council
Chamber, Cannards Grave Road, Shepton Mallet.
Present: Chairman - Councillor Mr C.F. Lockey
Cllrs Mrs J.D. Bartlett, Mr R.R. Champion, Mr M.J. Ellis, Mr J.E. Gilham, Mr C.C. Inchley, Mrs J.A.
Kinison, Mr M. Lovell(9.08pm), Mrs J.M. Marsh, Mr T. Marsh, Mr J.W. Parham, Mrs M.R. Robinson,
Mr S.J. Robinson, Mr N.F. Shearn, Mr A.C. Taylor and Mrs K.M. Taylor.
Six members of the public and one member of the press were in attendance. The Chairman
opened the meeting, welcoming members and the general public. A brief was provided on Health &
Safety requirements including emergency evacuation and assembly point procedures. A further
brief was provided as to the use of the Induction Loop facility for users of hearing aids, use of the
microphones was emphasised and informed that the meeting would be audio-taped for internal use
only. Mobile telephones were requested to be switched off or to silent mode.
The outgoing Chairman paid tribute to ex Cllr Jeremiah and Fone who had not stood for re-election
and to the four previous members, ex Cllr Hurrell, O’Connor and Cann who between them had
served at least 60 years, and ex Cllr Manvill who had served for some 8 years. He thanked them all
for their service to the Town.
1. 07/08

Election of Chairman

Resolve: Councillor Lockey was proposed by Cllr Parham, who considered that Colin was one of
the longest serving members, had done a lot of work for the town and polled the most amount of
vote. He considered he was an ideal candidate to take forward the spirit of unity, this was
seconded by Cllr M. Robinson and as there were no other nominations, Councillor Lockey was duly
elected Chairman of the Town Council, signed his Acceptance of Office and thanked members and
commented that he was sure this would be a good year. He also wished to thank Carol Vincent of
the Journal and wished her good luck and best wishes on behalf of the Town Council in her new
job.
2. 07/08

Election of Vice Chairman

Resolve: Councillor Bartlett was proposed by Cllr Lockey, seconded by Cllr J. Marsh and as there
were no other nominations, Councillor Bartlett was duly elected Vice-Chairman of the Town
Council.
3. 07/08

Public Forum

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr M. Robinson, seconded by Cllr Parham, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting be adjourned for the matter to be transacted.
Notes of the matters raised were recorded for internal use and action. Matters raised included
Public Forum, Addressing the Council at points of consideration and concerns to Planning
Applications – T Mobile at the Anglo Trading Estate and proposed felling of Tree to Rogate, Leg
Square.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr J. Marsh, seconded by Cllr Champion, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting now be brought back into session.
4. 07/08
Apologies for absence – Cllr Lovell reported that he would join the meeting late due
to a prior engagement. The matter was not voted on.
5. 07/08

Members Declarations of Interests

a) Collett Park / War Memorial – The Clerk confirmed that he had written to the Monitoring
Officer at MDC requesting consideration of the Standards Committee for dispensation for all
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members of the Town Council for the life of the Council (until April 2011) as each member is a
Trustee of both Charitable Trusts. The previous dispensation was now null and void.
b) Planning Application 116041/002 – 33/37 Allyn Saxon Drive – All members made a
declaration of a Personal and Non-Prejudicial Interest as the Town Council owned and operated
the Allotment site to the rear of the proposed development.
c) Planning Applications 101513/006 – Land Adjacent to Maxwell Road and 101513/005
Land off Westway Lane – Both Cllrs Taylor declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in the
matters and would leave the meeting at the consideration. Cllr Kinison also declared a Personal
and Prejudicial Interest in Planning Application 101513/005 Land off Westway Lane and
would also leave the meeting at the consideration.
d) Planning Application 119826/000 – 7 Norah Fry Avenue - Both Cllrs Marsh declared a
Personal and Prejudicial Interest in the matter and would leave the meeting at the
consideration.
e) Waterloo Road Safety & Somerset Partnership NHS - Both Cllrs Marsh declared and
Personal and Non-Prejudicial Interest in the matter.
Resolve; that the above declarations are noted and duly recorded.
6. 07/08 Councils Standing Order, Financial Regulations, Chairmanship, Code of Conduct
Order
a. Code of Conduct for Members
Council considered to formally adopt, with immediate effect, the mandatory Model Code of Conduct
as is applicable to Parish Councils of 2007 with the specific inclusion of paragraph 12 (2) – “Effect
of Prejudicial Interests on Participation” (copy attached to these minutes). It was hoped that the
District Council would be holding a training event for the new code at the Parish Forum
programmed for 9 July 2007.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Gilham, seconded by Cllr Parham, with a vote of 14 For and 1
Abstention, that the Model Code of Conduct 2007 as applicable to Parish Councils, with the
inclusion of paragraph 12 (2) is accepted and adopted with immediate effect.
b. Standing Orders
Council considered amendments as submitted by the Clerk who also advised the procedure for
adoption in that the motion should be Proposed and Seconded for adoption and then held in
suspension for full resolve and adoption at the next meeting of Council. The amendments (copy
attached to these minutes) included;
1 - Additional to Standing Order 23(a) as per draft;
2 - Add new Standing Order 23(d) iii as per draft;
3 - Deletion of content of existing Standing Order 132 and substituting draft.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr M. Robinson, seconded by Cllr S. Robinson, that the amendments 1 – 2
& 3 above are approved and held in suspension for full resolve at the next scheduled meeting of
Council.
c. Members Confirmation
All members had received a memorandum from the Clerk, new copies of relevant documents had
been sent to new Cllrs and previous Cllrs requested to confirm that they already hold the relevant
documents and were requested to confirm the following;
1 - Each individual Cllr holds current copies of the Councils Standing Orders & Financial
Regulations, Chairmanship and the Code of Conduct Order in way of Councillors Handbooks;
(also available by way of the TC Website).
2 - Each individual Cllr agrees to abide by Policy, Procedures and Conditions set out within
each document;
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3 - Each individual Cllr confirms that their Declarations of Interests, Declarations of Gifts and
Hospitality as required by the Code of Conduct are to be declared on the attached form which
are to be submitted to the Clerk for batching and submission to the Monitoring Officer at MDC
within 28 Days of being elected. Some members submitted their completed forms at the
meeting.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr J. Marsh, seconded by Cllr M. Robinson, by unanimous vote, that
matters 1, 2 & 3 above are all confirmed by all Cllrs at the meeting.
7. 07/08

Chairman’s Announcements – None at this time.

8. 07/08

Minutes

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on the 17 April 2007 were considered for
accuracy and content.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Parham, by unanimous vote, that the
Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 17 April 2007 be approved as a true record and
signed by the Chairman.
9. 07/08

Matters Arising from the Minutes – No matters were raised.

10. 07/08

Review of Council Structure and Meeting Schedule

Council considered recommendations in principle from the previous Council made on the 3 April
2007 to consider restructuring and adoption of a revised draft structure, copy of which was
supplied with the agenda. The consensus was that the matter should be deferred and reviewed at a
later date due to the newly elected Council. The Clerk raised concern that the Council had and
would continue to operate outside of existing Standing Orders for some extended period of time.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Parham, seconded by Cllr Champion, by unanimous vote, that the
structure remain as existing (Pilot Scheme) with all business being transacted through two full
Council meetings per month for a further extension period of 6 months and that the matter be
reviewed and report brought forward in month 4 / 5 of the new Council for consideration at the end
of the extension period with hopefully a structure to be agreed and operated for the remaining life
of the current Council. Standing Orders could then be amended if needed.
11. 07/08

Election Of Chairpersons and Portfolio Managers

Administration Portfolio Holder – Cllr Parham as proposed by Cllr Ellis and seconded by Cllr M.
Robinson
Collett Park Portfolio Holder – Cllr M. Robinson as proposed by Cllr S. Robinson and seconded by
Cllr Ellis
Community & Leisure Portfolio Holder – Cllr J. Marsh as proposed by Cllr Bartlett and seconded by
Cllr Lockey
Footpath Portfolio Holder – Cllr T. Marsh as proposed by Cllr M. Robinson and seconded by Cllr S.
Robinson
Properties Portfolio Holder – Cllr Ellis as proposed by Cllr M. Robinson and seconded by Cllr Parham
Regeneration Portfolio Holder – Cllr S. Robinson as proposed by Cllr Ellis and seconded by Cllr A.
Taylor
Planning Chairman – Cllr Champion as proposed by Cllr Bartlett and seconded by Cllr J. Marsh
No vote was taken.
12. 07/08

Membership of Committees/ Portfolios/ Working Parties

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous vote, that as the Council was working for a
further 6 month period without portfolio groups meeting and that this matter be deferred and
reviewed at a later date and at the same time as the Structure review.
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13. 07/08

Election of Representatives on Outside Bodies

Beacon Society – Cllr T. Marsh
Chamber of Commerce – Cllr Champion and Shearn
Christmas Lighting Committee – Cllr Gilham and Kinison
Citizens Advice Bureau – Cllr Champion
HERs / MCTi – Regeneration Portfolio Holder (Cllr S. Robinson)
Leisure Centre – Cllr Ellis and J. Marsh
Mendip in Bloom – Cllr Bartlett but ex Cllr Manvill may provide updates
Shepton 21 Regeneration Partnership - Regeneration Portfolio Holder (Cllr S. Robinson) and Cllr J.
Marsh
Shepton in Bloom – Cllr Kinison but ex Cllr Manvill may provide updates
Shepton Mallet Stakeholders Group – The Chairman (Cllr Lockey) and Cllr Bartlett
Somerset Association of Local Councils – Admin Portfolio Holder (Cllr Parham)
Strawberry Line (East) Project Group – Cllr S. Robinson
Tourist Information and Heritage Centre –nomination of two members to serve on their Council of
Management – Cllr Bartlett and K. Taylor
Town Twinning Association – Cllr Lovell
No vote was taken.
14. 07/08

Somerset County Council

a. One Somerset – One Council – One Voice – An update was received from Alan Jones CE
along with information sheet of Popular Myths and the Facts. A copy had been previously
emailed plus hard copy provided to each member. The Clerk confirmed that there was an
open invitation to discuss Unitary Proposals with SCC at the Bath & West Showground on 22
May 2007 starting at 6.30pm for a 7pm start. Cllr Parham considered that the fact sheet was
political spin and should be dismissed until actual facts were available. Members considered it
vital that they and the townsfolk receive detailed and factual information on the argument. He
also confirmed that the District Council would hold a public poll on the matter which they had
requested funding from both Central Government / SCC but with no response to date. If
needed then the District Council would fund the poll which would be open to all Mendip
residents.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Kinison, by unanimous vote, that this Council
organises a Public Meeting say in the Salvation Army Rooms and invite all stakeholders to same to
discuss and provide information on the Unitary proposals so that the general public are fully aware
of the issues.
b. High Street Pedestrian Improvement Works – Correspondence received with images
from Dan Martin LTP Implementation Officer, thanking the Council for letter of concern on the
23 March 2007 and confirmed that he appreciates the frustration of the Town Council at the
time taken to complete additional and snagging works. The attached list of works were due to
be undertaken shortly although there was no completion date. One member raised concern as
to no provision of cycle racks as planned. It was confirmed that one bar / rack had been
provided but this was considered unacceptable.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley that the Council enquire a completion date for the remedial
works and also for proper provision of a multi-cycle rack to the area as per the original plans.
c. Charlton Road Pedestrian Crossing – Cllr S. Robinson confirmed that this project was
ready to go, that the Charlton Road crossroad signs would all be changed within the next 90
days and that the 7.5 ton weight restriction signs would be replaced with bigger and better
sign, on completion of which the police would enforce the restriction. The Chairman wished
the proposed pedestrian crossing to proceed without delay (due to other works in the town)
as he considered it vital both for traffic calming and pedestrian safety. The Council had
received written confirmation that the safety audit to the Pedestrian Crossing was nearing
completion and that consultation with stakeholders would now take place.
Resolve: that the matters are noted.
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15. 07/08

Mendip District Council

Litter Bin Replacement Policy. MDC advised that their Area Regeneration and/or the Town
Council will be requested to partnership fund future replacements if the Town Council wish green
colour bins and with the town logo. Failing this they will be standard black coloured with no logo.
The Clerk also confirmed that the Dog Waste Bin to the Community Hospital had now been supplied
and fitted and that he had already asked MDC for costing differential for a green colour bin and
Town Logo over and above the plain black replacements.
Resolve: that the matter is noted and the Clerk chase MDC for additional costings of the green
colour and the Town Logo to each bin and for the matter to receive further consideration by
Council.
16. 07/08

Shepton 21 Regeneration Partnership

Paul Frampton had recently provided a presentation at the Annual Town Meeting. Cllr Inchley had
attended a recent but short management meeting and was pleased that Shepton 21 was now
setting out project plans with milestones and timescales as the Town Council had requested. Cllr S.
Robinson had attended a meeting at the Shrubbery and was totally impressed with the positive
attitude and input. Cllr Parham considered the recent event at the Academy had been a superb
evening, well attended with a great deal of interest. Cllr Champion however raised concern that he
was unable to attend as wheelchair access had not been provided. This was considered
unacceptable but that when the new entrance was built this would be corrected.
Resolve: that the matter is noted and enquiries made as to when the new entrance and
wheelchair access would be completed.
17. 07/08
a)

b)

Matters to be Noted

Bound Historical
Books

Mid-Somerset
Agricultural
Society

Bristol & West PLC have delivered four crates of books to the Town
Council for safe keeping and at nil costs. Only request that any future
research that raises matters which may be of interest to the Bristol &
West is copied to them.
Hosting a summer gathering with buffet supper at the Tithe Barn in
Pilton on Thursday 24 May 2007. Tickets available at £15 per head.

c)

Temporary
Closure
Barrendown
Footpath

SCC advised closure for 7 days from the 21 st May 2007 to allow new
supply to be connected to the Infants School.

d)

SSAFA Forces
Help

Letter received requesting provision of grant. Response letter and
application form sent by return.

e)

Devon &
Somerset Fire &
Rescue Service

Introduction letter from Paul Young Chief Fire Officer with explanation
of the new voluntary combination, the Governance of the new service
and What will change.

f)

Annual Town
Meeting

Draft minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 24 April 2007.
(attached)

g)
Collett Park
Waste

Notice received from Veolia Environmental Services that there will be
considerable increase in waste disposal due to Landfill cost increase.
The Clerk confirmed that this was by some 11% and the cost heading
would therefore go over budget.

h)

Policing Plan
2007/08

Received from Avon & Somerset Police Authority. Copy held in SMTC
Office.

i)

Mendip In
Bloom

Invitation and Entry Form received and available from SMTC Office.
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j)

War Memorial
Survey

Structural survey now re-scheduled for Wednesday 23 May 2007.

k)

Collett Park
Wayleaves

Due 1
2012.

l)

Town Centre
Litter Pick

To be held starting from Chats café at 2pm on Saturday 19 May 2007
to complete around 3.30 to 4pm at the same venue.

m)

Chamber of
Commerce AGM

To be held in MDC Committee Room on Thursday 17 May 2007 at
5.30pm.

st

April 2007. All invoiced and monies received. Next due April

Resolve: that the above matters a) to m) are noted.
18. 07/08
a)

Planning Matters

101513/006
Kimberley

Resolve;

b)

101513/005
Kimberley

Resolve;

c)

119809/000
Jarrold
Resolve;

d)

026727/015
Taylor

Resolve;
e)

026727/016
Taylor

The Silverwood
Partnership
Maxwell Road &
land adjacent to.

Erection of 11 dwellings (DEL)
Amended plans received 8 May
2007.

Full

Cllrs Kinison, A. Taylor and K. Taylor then left the room
Mr Stride spoke in objection to the proposal. He was very concerned as to
the felling of some 32 trees and fencing off of the area which had already
been done. He considered the proposals were overdevelopment, other
properties would be overlooked, there was a substantial loss of car parking
and no street lighting upgrade to Maxwell Road was shown on the plans.
He also pointed out the previous 106 agreement and the problems with
flooding in the area.
Proposed by Cllr Marsh, seconded by Cllr S. Robinson, by a vote of 8 For, 2
Against and 2 Abstentions to Recommend Refusal. The proposal was
considered over development, too much pressure of Maxwell Road access
and should revert to the previous number of proposed dwellings. Also it
should be ensured that the storm water drains are upgraded prior to any
future development taking place.
The Silverwood off
Westway Lane

Erection of 8no dwellings (DEL)

Full

Mr Stride spoke in objection. He stated that in 2001 and 2003, previous
application had been refused both by this Council and MDC. MDC has
promised that any development should not back onto Pullen Court. He
considered it overdevelopment and the area had previously been
designated Open Space on the Local Plan. Elderly Residents in Pullen Court
would be disadvantaged.
Proposed by Cllr Parham, seconded by Cllr Ellis, by a vote of 7 For, 3
Against and 2 Abstentions to Recommend Approval.
Cllrs Kinison, A. Taylor and K. Taylor then rejoined the meeting.
Mr & Mrs N
Attwood
39 Whitstone Rise

Erection of first floor extension (DEL)

Full

Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by a unanimous vote
to Recommend Approval.
T-Mobile UK Ltd
Anglo Trading
Estate

Installation of three face-mounted
mobile phone antennas on chimney,
three
equipment
cabinets
and
ancillary development (DEL)

Telecomms

Some concern was raised as to why previous applications and mast had
been allowed on a Grade 2* Listed structure but as they were already
there this may well set a bench mark for these applications.
Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by a vote of 12 For
and 3 Against to Recommend Approval.
T-Mobile UK Ltd
Anglo Trading
Estate

Installation of three face-mounted
mobile phone antennas on chimney,
three
equipment
cabinets
and
ancillary development (DEL)

Telecomms
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Resolve;

f)

106714/035
Williams
Resolve;

g)

116041/002
Foster

Resolve;

h)

030904/002
PG29 Walsh

Resolve;

i)

119826/000
Foster

Resolve;

j)

119485/001
Walker
Resolve;

19. 07/08

Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by a vote of 12 For
and 3 Against to Recommend Approval.
Bloor Homes
(Swindon) Ltd
Land at Field Farm

Erection
of
23
dwellings
associated
roads,
parking
garages (DEL)

with
and

Reserve
Matters

Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by a vote of 11 For,
1 Against and 3 Abstentions to Recommend Approval. The Council would
also enquire as to the number of social / affordable units that were
included in the development.
Reina Construction
Land to rear of 3337 Allyn Saxon
Drive

Erection of 1 pair of semi-detached
houses (DEL)

Full

All Cllrs had previously made a declaration of interest as the Council
owned the land and operated allotments on the site to the rear of the
proposed development.
Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr M. Robinson, by a vote of 11
For and 4 Against, to Recommend Approval.
The member of the press then left the meeting.
Mr Henley
Rogate Leg Square

Proposed felling of a Western Red
Cedar tree in a Conservation Area
(DEL)

CA Tree
Works

Much concern was raised to these proposals.
Proposed by Cllr Gilham, seconded by Cllr S. Robinson by a vote of 14 For
and 1 Abstention to Recommend Refusal, this substantial tree should be
reviewed by the conservation and tree officer from MDC. If possible it
should be made safe and managed rather than felling.
Mr S T Heath
7 Norah Fry Avenue

Siting of satellite
elevation (DEL)

dish

to

south

Ground
Mast PD
Enquiry

Both Cllrs Marsh then left the room.
Proposed by Cllr Gilham, seconded by Cllr Parham, by a vote of 11 For and
2 Against, to Recommend Refusal. It should be reviewed if use / expansion
of the existing communal satellite system could be used. Some concern
was raised and MDC was to be requested by letter to inform their future
proposals for further proposals such as this on the development. The
dwelling in question was painted white and a black dish would stand out
like a sore thumb.
Both Cllrs Marsh then rejoined the meeting.
Ms J Reed
51 Cowl Street

Erection of first floor extension (DEL)

Full

Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr Shearn, by a vote of 7 For, 6
Against and 2 Abstentions to Recommend Approval.

Other Planning Matters

a. Wolff Stone, Fosse lane Industrial Est. – Planning Appeal Decision – The appeal is
dismissed and the enforcement notice upheld.
b. Mrs S Biggs, 42 Whitstone Road – Planning Appeal Decision – The appeal is dismissed.
c. St Cecilia’s Care Home – MDC decision that due to the applicant’s decision not to submit an
amended application their enforcement section would take no further action.
Resolve: that the above matters a) to c) are noted.
Cllr Lovell then joined the meeting at 9.08pm.
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20. 07/08

Portfolio Matters

Community & Leisure Portfolio
a)

SM Scout Group

Council considered a request received for grant support to assist
with Summer Camp in July this year which is to be at London. Cost
to take each child will be £150. Any support would assist. (Total
budget available for year £1,000)

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Shearn, seconded by Cllr Champion, by a vote of 10 For and 6
Abstentions that a Community Grant of £100 is awarded.
b)

Tourist
Information
Centre

Council considered release of Annual Grant as precept = £2,000.
(review approved payments listing)

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Lockey, seconded by Cllr Bartlett, by a vote of 10 For and 6
Abstentions that a Support Grant of £2,000 is awarded.
c)

Mendip Citizens
Advice Bureau

Council considered release of Annual Grant as precept = £4,296.
(review approved payments listing)

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Shearn, seconded by Cllr Champion, by a unanimous vote that a
Support Grant of £4,296 is awarded. It should be noted that the additional £1,000 included in
this total is a one off award to be earmarked to assist with their relocation costs.
d)

Waterloo Road
Safety

Meeting to be held 23 May 2007 at 5pm to which Cllr Inchley was
invited. Council requested to confirm nomination and support.

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Lovell, seconded by Cllr Lockey, by a vote of 10 For and 6
Abstentions that the Chairman (Cllr Lockey) and Portfolio Holder (Cllr J. Marsh) would attend.
e)

Lido Swimming
Pool Project

The Portfolio Holder thanked Cllr Lovell for all his hard work on the
project and requested that he continue to which he agreed but
confirmed the project was nearing completion and was due to open
for this current season shortly.

Resolve: that the matter is noted and Cllr Lovell would continue as representative for the
Council until full completion of the project.
f)

Somerset
Partnership NHS

The Somerset Partnership NHS and Social Care Trust are applying
to become an NHS Foundation Trust by January 2008. Consultation
document received for feedback and public meetings arranged.

Cllr J. Marsh reaffirmed her declaration of interest made previously.
Resolve: that the matter is noted.
Regeneration Portfolio
g)

Conservation
Area Character
Appraisal

MDC contracted The Conservation Studio to carry out this
requirement to support future THI bid. Invitation to meeting 24 May
at 11am in MDC Committee Room and/or to complete
questionnaire.

Resolve: that the matter is noted and Cllr S. Robinson would make enquiries.
h)

Allotment
Maintenance
Contract

Contractor advised of RPI review and provided with schedule for
this current year. Both Allyn Saxons site not currently within
contract.
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Resolve: that the matter is noted.
i)

Properties
Inspection

 3 yearly inspection and report completed by Cllr Gilham and the
Clerk on 30 April 2007. Report, recommended action and
timescale attached. (Yellow)
 3/5 further damaged to the Shambles.
 3/5 Clerk ordered repairs to the Victorian Fountain Lantern.
 3/5 Clerk sent specifications and quotation requests to 4
contractors for works required to Collett Park Stone Walling,
Water Supplies to Allyn Saxon Allotments and works to the
Shambles. Return date of the 24 May 2007. Insurance claim
being progressed for Collett Park walling.

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Gilham that the Report is accepted (copy attached to these minutes)
but that the new Portfolio Holder (Cllr Ellis) reviews the contents within the next few weeks. He
should also review the Shambles situation.
j)

Shepton 21 use of
SMTC rear office

Council considered ratification of an executive resolve following a
request by Shepton 21 to use the facility as a meeting room. Terms
and conditions set with review by both parties at end of Sept 07.

Resolve: that the matter is noted and that the new Portfolio Holder (Cllr Ellis) will review the
matter and bring a report / recommendations back to Council for further consideration.
Collett Park Portfolio
k)

Collett Festival
2007

Glastonbury Festival Limited confirmed sponsorship of compeer for
the event, and costs of £85. SMTC to place order and GFL to repay.

Resolve: that the matter is noted.
l)

Memorial Bench
Seats

 Seat completed just below Shelter and ceremony took place 5/5.
 Further seat and base now sponsored and to be fitted overlooking
the football pitch area as requested.

Resolve: that the matter is noted.
m) Vandalised &
Collapsed Walling

Incident on 16 April 2007. One area dismantled / pushed over by
youths. Not reported to police by contractor. On inspection two
other areas (not same incident) located which represent a health &
safety risk. Letter to one adjoining land owner. Insurance claim
being progressed to include all 3 areas, estimated total cost
£3,500. Estimates being obtained from various contractors.

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Parham, seconded by Cllr M. Robinson by unanimous vote that the
Council seek legal advice regarding the boundary walls which were in doubt or where needed,
but that the Insurance Claim regarding the current damage be progressed and the Council to
assume and take the stance of shared liability with adjoining property owners where it was
unclear as to where liability stood. In these instances adjoining property owners should be
challenged to pay 50% of the costs unless they could prove otherwise.
Footpaths Portfolio
n)

Footpath
Maintenance
Contract

 Contractor advised of RPI review and provided with schedule for
this current year with first cut taking place this month.
Letter sent to Kevin Haskins requesting continued partnership
funding of Station Road embankment. £250 now received, Councils
resolve required to order these additional works with our contractor
at cost of £360.

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Gilham, seconded by Cllr Lockey, by a unanimous vote that an order
is placed with the current contractor, Adrian Crozier, for three cuts to Station Road
embankment throughout this year as previous years at a total cost of £360.
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Administration Portfolio
o)

SALC Update
June 2007

 Clerks Training Events
 New Councillors Training Events
 Items of Interest For Clerks & Councillors
 Implementation Guidance for Revised Code of Conduct
 East Area Meeting Agenda for Monday 4 June at 7.30pm in
Butleigh Church Room
 Unitary Council – Consultation. Views required, form provided to
be returned by 22 June 2007.
Cllr T. Marsh requested to attend a New Councillors Training course.

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Parham that the matters are noted, he would review the matters and
the Clerk is to book 4 placements for New Councillor Training at the nearest and most suitable
venues and to inform all new Councillors who would be allocated places on a first response
basis.
p)

Election to MDC
Standards
Committee

Three seats reserved for Parish Councils. Nomination Paper and
candidates consent to nomination form available. Return date of 12
noon Wednesday 23 May 2007.

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Marsh that Cllr Bartlett is nominated by the Town Council.
q)

Annual Report

Annual Report of the Council for Year-Ending 31 March 2007. Draft
(attached) for approval and publication. Content taken from Annual
Town Meeting and Financial Accounts.

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Lockey, by a unanimous vote, that the
Annual Report of the Town Council for Year Ending 31 March 2007 is approved and to be
published.
r)

Members Listing

Draft Listing of Members contact details (copy attached)
Update or amendments required to enable update of database such
as website etc. The Chairman reported that it was possibly the first
time that three married couples served on the Town Council
together at one time. The Administration Portfolio Holder
considered it very desirable that full use is made of I.T. and email
for efficiency and cost savings.

Resolve: that the matter is noted, all Cllrs are to check their details and inform the Clerk for
updating.
s)

External Audit

 Date for External Audit set for Saturday 30 June 2007. Public
notice to inspect the accounts to be posted 17 May 2007.
 Moore Stephens of Bath now contracted by the Audit Commission
for this work through to 2010/11 with reduction in cost to £550
per annum.

Resolve: that the matter is noted.
t)

Internal Audit
Outcome and
Review

 Second Internal Audit of year 2006/07 including draft final
accounts completed on Friday 27 April 2007 (Report Attached).
Due to the illness of existing Internal Auditor and his indication
that he may well not be able to continue, Paul Reynolds from Fair
Account contracted under executive resolve.
 New and additional requirement for annual review of the
effectiveness of the system of internal audit. (details attached).
 Report and Recommendations from Internal Auditor, Paul
Reynolds, Fair Account (attached).

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Champion that the Report and
recommendation from the Internal Auditor is accepted and approved. Fair Account internal
auditor is to be contracted and to undertake internal audit on behalf of the Council for the
period 2007/08 at fees of £450, 2008/09 at £415 and 2009/2010 at £430 as per their quotation
included within their report.
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u)

Accounting
Software

The Internal Auditor had requested Council to consider purchase of
or to set up working party to consider acquisition of appropriate
Accounting Software to provide an updated and robust compliant
platform which will be required in the near future for separate Trust
Fund Accounts, reduction in timescale to produce, audit and finalise
Accounts, to integrate current independent stand alone systems, to
bring sums directly into the Annual Return and also to provide a
robust financial system for the future role of the Town Council.

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr J. Marsh, seconded by Cllr T. Marsh, that the new Administration
Portfolio Holder review the proposal with the Clerk and bring a report / recommendations to
Council at a future meeting for consideration.

21. 07/08

Finance

a. Budgets 2007/08 – Council considered the current budget as at 15 May 2007 (copy attached
to these minutes). No questions were put.
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr Gilham, seconded by Cllr Ellis, by unanimous vote, that the matter is
noted.
b. Draft Financial Accounts / Balance Sheet for Year Ending 31 March 2007 – Council
considered approval of the Accounts for submission to the External Auditor, Moore Stephens
(copy attached to these minutes). One member questioned the apparent high level of
investment reserves. The Clerk / RFO explained that some £377,000 was due for payment in
July 2007 to the District Council for the Lido Swimming Pool Project and the remaining balance
was returns from sale of the old council offices in Great Ostry and some Oil Paints. The balance
was earmarked for a new Civic Hall / Town Council Offices which was being worked up.
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr Gilham, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous vote, that the draft
Financial Accounts and Balance Sheet for the Year Ending 31 March 2007 are approved and
duly signed by the Chairman.
c. Annual Return for Year Ending 31 March 2007 – Council considered completion of the
Annual Return for submission to the External Auditor, Moore Stephens (copies attached to
these minutes).
i.
Section 1 – Statement of accounts (consider Trust Fund disclosure).
ii.
Section 2 – Annual governance statement (consider Trust Funds disclosure).
iii.
Section 4 – Annual internal audit report.
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr J. Marsh, seconded by Cllr M. Robinson, by unanimous vote, that the
Annual Return for the Year Ending 31 March 2007 is approved. All financial sums in Section 1
(Statement of Accounts) are agreed. All responses to questions within Section 2 (Annual
Governance Statement) are Yes with the exception to matters relating to Trust Fund disclosures
on both Sections 1 & 2 are to be left blank. The Clerk / RFO is to send a letter of explanation to
the External Auditor to the effect that both Charitable Trusts relating to Collett Park and the
War Memorial are included within the accounts which have been fully balanced and internally
audited. Income and Expenditure relating to the War Memorial was very minor and considered
not viable to account for and audit in separate accounts. Collett Park Charitable Trust was
basically financially dormant with full legal license provided to the Town Council to maintain
Collett Park on behalf of the Trust. In both instances the corporate body of the Town Council is
Trustee of the Charitable Trusts.
d. Approval of Accounts for payment by Cheque, Direct Debit and Confidential Salary
payments
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Shearn, by unanimous vote, that
payments made by Cheque, Direct Debit, Confidential Payments and Income received for May
2007 as per Appendix “A” attached to these Minutes, be approved.
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e. Quadron Standing Order – Council considered an increase to the monthly Standing Order
due to RPI Contract Indexation resolved by Council 17 April 2007.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Gilham, seconded by Cllr Ellis, by unanimous vote, that the monthly
Standing Order to Quadron Services Limited to be increased to sum of £2,604.14 (inc VAT) per
month from 28th June 2007. Increases due for the months of April / May are to be paid by
cheque as per the invoice received.
f.

Bankers Mandates – Council considered bankers mandate requirements for the Current,
Reserve and Investment Accounts. New mandate forms require signing and to be submitted to
the relevant bank.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Lockey, seconded by Cllr Robinson, by unanimous vote, that the
Chairman (Cllr Lockey, the Vice-Chairman (Cllr Bartlett) and the Administration Portfolio Holder
(Cllr Parham) are the three signatories for each of the Councils banking accounts with a
requirement of any two signatures for any transaction except internal transfers which are
authorised to the Clerk. New mandate forms were then duly signed.

22. 07/08

Agenda Matters for the Next Meeting

The next meeting to be held on Tuesday 22 May 2007 at 7.00pm. Matter of the Lido Swimming
Pool Car Park to be placed on the next agenda.
The Chairman thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 10.10pm.
Cllr C.F. Lockey
Chairman

Signature_____________
_____/_____/_2007
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A P P E N D I X
Cheque
No
2245
2246
2247

Payee

Code

“ A ”
Goods Supplied

Total Payment

5200
4420
6530

Annual Insurance Administration Fee
Insurance Claim paid by Insurers
Revenue support for administration

£
£
£

5.00
1,516.40
1,500.00

2248

WPS Insurance Brokers
J Bailey & Sons
Shepton 21 Regeneration
Partnership
Glasdon U.K. Limited

7080

£

364.49

2251

SM TIC & Heritage Centre

5600

2252
2253
2254

TJ Electrical Services
Western Newspapers
Contact Signs Systems

6040
5450
6500

2255
2256
2257
2258

Paul Reynolds - Fair Account
Tourist Information Centre
Mendip Citizens Advice Bureau
Quadron Services Limited

5040
6660
6670
6000/05

2258

Quadron Services Limited

6500

Dog Waste Bin for Community
Hospital
Presentation to Salvation Army
Envoys
Collett Park Exterior Toilet Lights
Annual Town Meeting Advert
Alcohol Restriction Signs - To be
repaid
Internal Audit
Annual Support Grant
Annual Support Grant
Contract RPI Increase for April / May
2007
Fixing Alcohol Signs -To be repaid by
MDC

Payments by Direct Debit
30/3/07 Quadron Services Limited
2.4.07
Market Town
5/4/07
Cleanaway Ltd
16/4/07 BT
8/4/07
Plusnet

6000/6005
5315
6020
5160
5310

Collett Park Contract - March 2007
Website - Monthly Charge
Collett Park - Waste Disposal
Office Lines and Calls
Broadband Provision

£

47.50

£
£
£

230.30
62.28
683.56

£
£
£
£

200.00
2,000.00
4,296.00
185.84

£

116.84

£

11,208.21

£
£
£
£
£

2,511.22
70.50
31.91
120.51
19.99

Sub Total

£

2,754.13

Total =

£

13,962.34

CONFIDENTIAL PAYMENTS
2249

Graham H Brown

Date

Income

12-Mar
5-Apr
5-Apr

Bank Interest
Various
Norwich Union

2-May
10-Apr

Various
Bank Interest

5000

Code
4010

Town Clerk - May Salary 2007

£

1,477.92

Total

£

1,477.92

Total Expenditure =

£

15,440.26

Category of Income
Business Account March 2007
Collett Park Wayleave Payments
Collett Park Insurance Claim
Collett Park Wayleave Payments
Business Account April 2007
Total Income =

Total Deposit
£
£
£

187.38
40.00
1,516.40

£
£
£

70.00
180.16
1,993.94

Cllr C.F. Lockey
Chairman

Signature________________

Date_____________

Cllr J.D. Bartlett
Vice Chairman

Signature________________

Date_____________
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Shepton Mallet Town
Council held on 22 May 2007, in MDC Council Chamber,
Cannards Grave Road, Shepton Mallet.
Present: Chairman - Councillor Mr C.F. Lockey
Cllrs Mrs J.D. Bartlett, Mr R.R. Champion, Mr M.J. Ellis, Mr C.C. Inchley, Mrs J.A. Kinison, Mr M.
Lovell, Mrs J.M. Marsh, Mr T. Marsh, Mrs M.R. Robinson, Mr S.J. Robinson, Mr A.C. Taylor and Mrs
K.M. Taylor.
Tanya Lawler (Shepton 21), PCSO Penny Freestone plus supporting PCSO.
Four members of the public and no members of the press were in attendance. The Chairman
opened the meeting, welcoming members and the general public. A brief was provided on Health &
Safety requirements including emergency evacuation and assembly point procedures. A further
brief was provided as to the use of the Induction Loop facility for users of hearing aids, use of the
microphones was emphasised and informed that the meeting would be audio-taped for internal use
only. Mobile telephones were requested to be switched off or to silent mode.
23. 07/08

Public Forum

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Lovell, seconded by Cllr Champion, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting be adjourned for the matter to be transacted.
Notes of the matters raised were recorded for internal use and action. Matters raised included
Police Matters, Tesco Retail Partners, Temporary Bus Shelters, On street parking Shaftgate and
Eastfield estates and Town Centre Retailers.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Lovell, seconded by Cllr Champion, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting now be brought back into session.
24. 07/08

Apologies for absence – Cllrs Gilham, Parham(work) and Shearn (Unitary Meeting).

25. 07/08

Members Declarations of Interests

a) Dispensations – The Clerk advised Council following consultations with the Monitoring Officer
at MDC that the previous dispensations in relation to Collett Park were now null and void. All
members were required to complete an Application for Dispensation, which should be
completed in respect of Collett Park and the War Memorial matters. Forms when completed are
to be submitted through the Clerk to the MDC Monitoring Officer and these would be reviewed
by the Standards Committee at their next meeting in June 2007. In the interim all members
were advised to make a Declaration of a Personal and Non-Prejudicial Interest in all matters
relating to Collett Park and the War Memorial. Dispensation Application Forms and guidance
notes were provided to all members and the Chairman stressed the requirement to complete
and hand back to the Clerk.
b) Planning Matters – The Planning Chairman advised Council following consultation between the
Clerk and the Monitoring Officer at MDC that District Ward members already had guidance that
they should consider a declaration of a Personal and non-Prejudicial Interest in any ward area
planning matters as they received direct consultation from the Planning Officer on delegated
matters within their ward. It was confirmed that the ward member did not make the ultimate
decision which was down to the respective Planning Officers. District Members should also
declare that they may come to a different decision at MDC than they did at the Town Council
due to further information, evidence or advice.
c) Collett Park & Festival – Cllr Champion and Inchley both declared a Personal and non
Prejudicial Interest in the matter as Trustees
26. 07/08
Chairman’s Announcements – Following taking up his office several invitations had
been forthcoming where the date had expired but to which he had tabled his apologies.
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27. 07/08

Minutes

The Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Town Council held on the 15 May 2007 were
considered for accuracy and content.
Min 13.07/08 Cllr J. Marsh to be added to Representative to the Leisure Centre & Cllr T. Marsh to
be representative to the Beacon Society in lieu of Cllr J. Marsh. Members raised concern that no
vote had been taken in respect of Election of Chairpersons, Portfolio Holders and representatives
on outside bodies to which the Clerk confirmed that this was legal as no second or further
proposals had been tabled, hence the member(s) are duly elected unopposed. This was accepted
by Council.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Lockey, unanimous vote, that the Minutes of the Town Council Annual
General Meeting held on 15 May 2007 with the above amendments be approved as a true record
and signed by the Chairman.
28. 07/08

Matters Arising from the Minutes

a.

Min 11.07/08 Planning Chairman – The Chairman reported that unfortunately Cllr
Champion had resigned from the office as Planning Chairman due to personal reasons and
family commitments. The Chairman requested that he reconsider continuing which he
declined. The Chairman confirmed that this would be sorted later.

b.

Min 15.07/08 Litter Bins – The Clerk reported information relating to the specification of
MDC standard fitted bins and the additional cost of green colour paint finish in lieu of black
(£300 each) and also fitting of a Town logo in lieu of none (£78 each).

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Bartlett, seconded by Cllr M. Robinson by a vote of 12 For and 1
Abstention that the Town Council accept the MDC policy / standard specification black coloured bin
with no logo for litter bins within the Town.
29. 07/08

Somerset County Council

Update - Cllr S. Robinson reported very little update at this time. He confirmed that Cllr Maddock
had been elected Leader of the Conservative Group and that a Poll regarding the Unitary proposals
would take place, mailed out to all residents within mendip with the total costs of some £30,000
being split three ways between the three district councils involve.
30. 07/08

Mendip District Council

Update – Cllr M. Robinson confirmed that she would take up matters relating to Tesco Retail
Partners as raised in Public Forum. Proposals were being progressed to hopefully provide a footpath
and disabled access from Allyn Saxon Drive to the Millennium Way.
31. 07/08

Shepton 21 Regeneration Partnership

Tanya Lawler provide an update to progress and a copy to all members (attached to these
minutes) of Shepton 21 Quarterly Review No 1 February to April 2007. Tanya was requested and
provided a summary of what Shepton 21 was all about, how it was created and how matters were
now being formulised to take forward the community plan following the consultation process which
had taken place from 2004 to the last quarter in 2006. The organisation had now been formulated
in March 2007 with some twelve projects being progressed. Matters moving forward included the
Historical Plaques to various building which were now in manufacture, the restoration of the stone
milestones was now to be sponsored by Wainwright Quarries and it was hoped that Shepton 21s
website would be back up and running and their business plan available from the month end.
Tanya was requested and provided further information as to the location of the Shepton 21 office
and staff. Several members requested financial information and accounts to date. Tanya confirmed
before recent formulation that financial affairs had been progressed through MDC and details of
this could be obtained from Guy Braga. Tanya also confirmed that Shepton 21 now had their own
bank account and would formulate their own financial records and accounts. Tanya confirmed that
she would be providing an update directly to Council at the second meeting of each month. Tanya
was requested by the Chairman for a copy of the MDC accounts relating to Shepton 21 to be
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provided to the Town Council who then thanked Tanya for her update and Tanya then left the
meeting.
32. 07/08
a)

b)

Matters to be Noted

Charity
Commission

Collett Park
Tree Tender

New Cllrs to be aware of their duties and responsibilities as Trustees to
the Recreation Ground Trust (Collett Park) and the War Memorial
Charity. Charity Commission New Issue 26 provided to all Cllrs.
Work for 2007 now specified and tendered with return date of noon
Thursday 31 May 2007.

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Lovell, Seconded by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous vote that the above
matters a) & b) are noted.
33. 07/08
a)

Planning Matters

100169/008
Foster
Resolve;

b)

100169/009
Foster
Resolve;

c)

076905/043
Kimberley
Resolve;

d)

100190/003
Taylor
Resolve;

34. 07/08

Mr ROTH
16 Coombe Lane

Extension and alteration to exiisting
workshop (DEL)

LBC alter/
extend

Proposed by Cllr Champion, Seconded by Cllr Inchley, by a vote of 11 For
and 2 Abstentions to recommend Approval.
Mr KT ROTH
16 Coombe Lane

Extension and alteration of garage
and workshop to form commercial
violin makers (DEL)

Full

Proposed by Cllr Champion, Seconded by Cllr Inchley, by a vote of 11 For
and 2 Abstentions to recommend Approval.
P F Holdings Ltd
Crowne Trading Est

Erection of storage building (DEL)

Full

Proposed by Cllr Champion, Seconded by Cllr Lockey, by a vote of 12 For
and 1 Abstention to recommend Approval.
Mr RE PFYL
The Charlton Inn
29 Charlton Road

Erection of a smoking shelter in the
rear garden (DEL)

Full

Proposed by Cllr Champion, Seconded by Cllr M. Robinson, by a vote of 10
For, 1 Against and 2 Abstentions to recommend Approval.

Other Planning Matters

a. Westway Lane Application – Cllr Champion reported that several copy letters of objection
had been received after Councils consideration. These letters had been forwarded to MDC for
their attention.
b. 26 Bowlish, Pedestrian Entrance in existing boundary walling - The MDC Planning
Officer had requested the Town Council to consider retraction of the stipulation that should
the application proceed then the original entrance should be blocked off. This was impractical
as this provided the only vehicular access to the property.
c. 2 Bowlish Lane – Mrs & Mrs Vaiciukas - Appeal Decision – The appeal is dismissed.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr M. Robinson, by a vote of 10 For and 3
Abstentions that items a) and c) above are noted and that the previous stipulation to the planning
application for 26 Bowlish in respect on requirement to block up existing access point if retracted.
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35. 07/08

Portfolio Matters

Community & Leisure Portfolio
a)

SSAFA Forces
Help Grant
Resolve;

b)

Swimming Pool
Car Park

Resolve;

Application received for a Community Grant requesting £100 to
£150. Previous Awards = £100-02, £125-03, £150-04, £125-05.
Proposed by Cllr M. Robinson, Seconded by Cllr Lockey, by a
unanimous vote that the Council do not support the application.
Matter on agenda following resolve of Council 15 May 2007. The
Clerk and Project Board Chairman Cllr Lovell provided members
with back ground information to the project, the budget and
reduced scope of the works which entailed that car park provision
with hard surfacing such as tarmacadam at a estimated cost of
£25,000 being removed from the project due to budget restraints.
Members considered that this was now a high priority with the
existing loose chipping surface being totally unacceptable and that
all stakeholders should work together to achieve the resurfacing to
an acceptable standard
Proposed by Cllr Lovell, Seconded by Cllr M.Robinson by unanimous
vote that the Council write to Ian Munday, Leisure and Project
Officer requesting that the Project Board review the provision with
suggested partnership monies being obtained via Tesco 106
monies, Shepton 21 and possibly various exterior funding or / and
the various Council’s support.

Collett Park Portfolio
c)

Collett Festival
2007

Resolve;
d)

Annual Play
Inspection

Resolve;

36. 07/08

To take place Saturday 9 June 2007. Cllr M. Robinson confirmed
that plans for the event were in hand and reported that the Town
Council had applied for a License for Regulated Entertainment at a
cost of £21. One member raised much concern as the damage /
defacing of the footpath within Collett Park following removal of the
Beacon which had then been dragged all through the park.
That the above matters are noted
Order placed with Wicksteed Leisure for annual independent
inspection of all play equipment at cost of £80 to be completed as
due early July 2007.
That the matter is noted

Agenda Matters for the Next Meeting

The Chairman confirmed that Chris Reeves MDC CCTV Officer was to attend the next meeting of
Council following a previous invitation and he had requested pre information as to any issues that
the Town Council may wish to raise. Other matters requested to go on the agenda were as follows;
Single Entertainment License for the Town Centre
Civic Reception for Twinning Association, numbers of Cllrs that would be attending
Christmas Lighting
All above to be placed on the Agenda for the next meeting to be held on Tuesday 5 June 2007 at
7pm.
The Chairman thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 8.40pm.
Cllr C.F. Lockey
Chairman

Signature_____________
_____/_____/_2007
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Shepton Mallet Town
Council held on 5 June 2007, in MDC Council Chamber,
Cannards Grave Road, Shepton Mallet.
Present: Chairman - Councillor Lockey
Cllrs Bartlett, Ellis, Kinison, Lovell, Marsh J, Marsh T, Parham, Robinson M, Robinson S, Shearn,
Taylor A, and Taylor K.
Chris Reeves (MDC CCTV Manager) and Fran Wulf (Chamber of Commerce).
Five members of the public and one member of the press were in attendance. The Chairman
opened the meeting, welcoming members and the general public. A brief was provided on Health &
Safety requirements including emergency evacuation and assembly point procedures.
A further brief was provided as to the use of the Induction Loop facility for users of hearing aids,
use of the microphones was emphasised and informed that the meeting would be audio-taped for
internal use only. Mobile telephones were requested to be switched off or to silent mode.
37. 07/08

CCTV – Presentation and Update by Chris Reeves

Chris provided a summary and update to the CCTV within Mendip and the Town. Statistical and
performance data was explained and hard copies provided to all Cllrs (attached to these minutes)
which included the number of cameras, the number of images accessed and used for evidence
purposes. The monitoring both by professional and volunteer as well as full costings for the system
and additional cameras should the system be expanded. Two mobile and soon to be three number,
were available for specific locations but all need evaluation against costs. The frequency, categories
and location of incidents were also explained. He also confirmed a standing invitation to all Cllrs to
visit the control centre in Wells. He then undertook a question and answer session with members
which included.
Should consideration be given to wireless cameras to reduce costs – Yes but each had
limitations due to no high-rise structures to beam the signals and interference from electronic
and metallic means which considerably reduced the quality of the images obtained.
Should existing cameras within car parks be resited to more problematic areas – This should
be reviewed but criminal damage within car parks was still an issue.
Should we be looking to upgrade with registration (number) plate technology as funding
appeared to be available – This was currently under review by others and Chris was awaiting
reports at some stage in the future.
The Chairman thanked Chris for his presentation, time and response to questions which was
appreciated by all. Chris Reeves then left the meeting.
38. 07/08

Public Forum

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Lovell, seconded by Cllr M. Robinson, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting be adjourned for the matter to be transacted.
Notes of the matters raised were recorded for internal use and action. Matters raised included
Shepton 21, old Railway Station buildings, Ward Member’s declaration of interests in Planning
Matters and the Properties Portfolio Holders possible breach of Code of Conduct due to his
companies business within the Town.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr M. Robinson, seconded by Cllr Parham, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting now be brought back into session.
39. 07/08

Apologies for absence – Cllrs Champion (family) and Inchley (health).

Resolve: that the matter is noted.
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40. 07/08

Members Declarations of Interests

Cllr Ellis declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in the matters of the War Memorial, Collett
Park Walling and the Shambles as his company was involved in providing advice and quotations.
He would still continue to present the matters but would leave the room when voting was to take
place.
Cllr J & T Marsh both declared a Personal and non-Prejudicial Interest in HM Prison Planning
Applications and also a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in Cllrs remuneration which they would
both leave the meeting when the matter was considered.
Cllr A & K Taylor both declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in the Planning Application at
Maxwell Road and that they would both leave the meeting when the matter was considered.
Resolve: that the matter is noted and recorded.
41. 07/08
Chairman’s Announcements – The Chairman had attended the Investiture of the
Chairman of Street Parish Council in Strode Theatre on the 23 May 2006 and prior to this had
attended a short and brief meeting at Waterloo School to discuss Highway Safety matters.
Unfortunately he had to leave early but left matters with Cllr J Marsh and S. Robinson who had also
attended. This afternoon he had attanded the official openeing of our Lido Pool where
connnection had been made to the adjoining works of Brothers Drinks to provide heated water
which would result in substantial savings in running costs. He wished to record gratitude to
Jonathon Showering of Brother Drinks for this provision. The Chairman confirmed that revised
Decalartion of Interest forms had been provided by the Clerk and that members should use
them with immediate effect and any old forms should be destroyed / recycled, he further reminded
members that there remained some seven members still to submit their Code of Conduct
dispensation forms in respect of the War Memorial and Collett Park. These should be completed
and returned to the Clerk as soon as possible. The Chairman reminded members of the group
Council photograph arranged for 6.40pm on Tuesday 19 June 2007 and requested all to attend.
42. 07/08

Minutes

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on the 22 May 2007 were considered for
accuracy and content.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr S. Robinson, Seconded by Cllr Parham, by unanimous vote, that the
Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 22 May 2007 be approved as a true record and signed
by the Chairman.
43. 07/08

Matters Arising from the Minutes

Min 6.07/08b Amendments to Standing Orders and Financial Regulations – The matter had
been held in suspension following proposal and seconded at the 15 May 2007 meeting. A hard copy
had now been provided to all Cllrs.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Parham, seconded by Cllr M. Robinson, by a unanimous vote that
Standing Orders and Financial Regulations proposed and held in suspension from the 15 May 2007
meeting are approved, adopted with immediate effect and duly signed by the Chairman and ViceChairman (copy attached to these minutes).
Planning Chairman – Cllr Lovell would be dealing with Planning Application for the interim.
Lido Pool Car Park – Cllr Lovell confirmed that the matter would be reviewed by the Project Team
when they next meet in July 2007.
Development Stakeholders Meeting – Cllr S. Robinson confirmed that the next meeting was to
be held this coming Thursday.
Resolve; that updates to the Planning Chairman, Lido Pool Car Park and Development
Stakeholders meeting is noted.
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44. 07/08

Somerset County Council

a. Mendip Area Working Panel – Information received that SCC Phil Moakes was elected
Chairman, SCC John Osman elected Vice-Chairman. Minutes of previous meeting supplied with
list of dates, venues and open invitation to Cllrs who may be interested in attending. Cllr S.
Robinson had attended previous meetings and considered them talking shops and raised
concern that the Chairman had been appointed by persons outside the area, he also considered
that the Area Panels were a half way house to Unitary Government. He would continue to
attend and evaluate their purpose and effectiveness.
b. High Street Works - Dan Martin (LTP Officer) confirmed situation with snagging works and
additional matters raised under safety audit plus additional cycle racks. Cllr S Robinson
considered that progress was very slow.
Resolve: that the matters (a & b) above are noted.
45. 07/08

Mendip District Council

Homefinder Somerset Common Allocation Policy - MDC advise that they are about to change
the Common Housing Register. The letting procedure will change from a points based system to a
banding system based on housing needs. Consultation is to run for 12 weeks from the 17 May
2007 with comments by 8 August 2007. Cllr Parham provided a summary of the proposals and
considered that it would still provide some priority weighting to local applicants.
Resolve: that the matter is note.
46. 07/08

Shepton 21 Regeneration Partnership

Report provided to all Cllrs following queries raised at the 22 May meeting of Council in relation to
update, structure and financial affairs. Cllr S. Robinson would now be joining the Shepton 21
Management Team and was requested to obtain details of Finance and Expenditure in the last
twelve month period.
Resolve: that the report and information is noted and that Cllr S. Robinson is to request current
information for Shepton 21 in relation to Finance and Expenditure in the last twelve month period.
47. 07/08
a)

Matters to be Noted

Postal Address
“Yeomanry Court”

New development complex of two dwellings to be named with this
address which has been forwarded to Royal Mail for their approval.

Resolve: that the matter is noted.
48. 07/08
a)

Planning Matters

043071/006
Taylor
Resolve;

b)

101033/013
Rodzaj

Resolve;

South West
Ambulance Service
Board Cross

Installation of two solar panels on
garage roof of ambulance station
(DEL)

Full

Proposed by Cllr Lovell, Seconded by Cllr M. Robionson, by a unanimous
vote to recommend Approval.
Mr A Wheeler Home
Office
HM Prison, Cornhill

Installation of 1.8m satellite dish,
pole mounted to the external wall at
first floor level within internal
courtyard (DEL

LBC- alter
/ extend

Both Cllrs Marsh both abstained from the discussion and vote.
Proposed by Cllr Lovell, Seconded by Cllr M. Robinson, by a vote of 11 For
and 2 Abstentions to recommend Approval.
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c)

101033/014
Rodzaj

Resolve;

d)

113544/001
Jarrold
Resolve;

e)

A11133/000
Taylor

Mr A Wheeler Home
Office
HM Prison, Cornhill

Installation of 1.8m satellite dish,
pole mounted to the external wall at
first floor
level within internal
courtyard (DEL

Full

Both Cllrs Marsh both abstained from the discussion and vote.
Proposed by Cllr Lovell, Seconded by Cllr M. Robinson, by a vote of 11 For
and 2 Abstentions to recommend Approval.
Mr & Mrs Matthews
6 Dennett Close

Erection of single storey extension
(DEL)

Full

Proposed by Cllr Lovell, Seconded by Cllr Parham, by a unanimous vote to
recommend Approval.
Spen Hill
Developments
Limited
Townsend
Shopping Park

Erection of Totem Sign (DEL)
Advert’

Several members considered that the proposed sign was bland and large,
not inkeeping with the Town and that the design could be somewhat softer.
A vote to approval the proposal was lost.
One member raised concern at the new development and how much the
structure and colour of the structure stood out like a sore thumb in the
landscape.
Resolve;

f)

101513/006
Dewey

Resolve;

49. 07/08

Proposed by Cllr Parham, Seconded by Kinison, by a vote of 9 For, 2
Against and 2 Abstentions to recommend Refusal. It was considered that
the sign should be redesign and should be of a softer design more
inkeeping with the Town. Cllr S. Robinson was also to take the matter of
the Tesco structure and colour of finishes to the next stakeholders meeting
to see if anything could be done at this stage in the development.
The Silverwood
Partnership
Maxwell Road and
land adjacent to

Erection of 11 dwellings (amended
plans already considered by Council
17 May 2007 with resolve to
recommend refusal due to
overdevelopment. Previous
application now applified by letter and
plans receved by MDC 17 May 2007.

Full

Both Cllrs Taylor then left the meeting having declared their interest earlier.
Proposed by Cllr Lockey, Seconded by Cllr S. Robinson, by a vote of 7 For,
2 Against and 2 Abstentions to recommend Approval.
Both Cllrs Taylor then rejoined the meeting.

Other Planning Matters

a. Planning Chairman – Following the resignation of Cllr Champion, Cllr A. Taylor the deputy
Vice Chairman confirmed that he would accept Chairmanship of Planning. There were no other
nominations.
b. Pruning two Willow trees at Mill Pond Darshill – MDC Planning Officer provided
supporting information to MDC decision that their only course of action is to allow the pruning
to go ahead.
c. Felling of three Ash Trees in a Conservation Area at Brook House, Back Lane – MDC
Planning officer believe the only course of action would be to allow the proposal to fell the
trees and seek suitable replacement trees.
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d. 9 Castle Court Planning Application – Previously recommended by the Town Council for
Approval was now to be considered by the MDC Planning Board on Wednesday 13 June 2007
at 6pm.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Lockey, by unanimous vote and their being no other nominations that
Cllr A. Taylor is duly elected Planning Chairman and that additional matters (b to d) above are
noted. All members also expressed their understanding and best wishes for Cllr Champions
personal situation and hoped that matters would get back on an even keel at the earliest.
50. 07/08

Portfolio Matters

Community & Leisure Portfolio – Cllr J. Marsh
a)

Mendip /SM
In Bloom

Resolve;

b)

Civic
Reception

Resolve;

c)

Twinning
Visit to
Misburg
Resolve;

d)

Christmas
Lighting

Resolve;

Martin Lofthouse, MDC, advised that following a meeting of MIB on the 21
May 2007 they do not require nominated representatives from Councils as
the SM In Bloom Committee already has two members on this Committee.
SM Reps are current Lyn Manvill and Jerry Cole. It was confirmed that this
related to Mendip In Bloom only and not Shepton Mallet in Bloom.
That the matter is noted and accepted. Cllr Kinison would remain the Town
Councils representative on the Shepton Mallet in Bloom committee.
Saturday 23 June 2007 at 7pm – French Partners and Twinning Committee
(30 persons). Members considered the number of Cllrs which may attend,
the venue, catering and other arrangements. Cllr J Marsh confirmed that the
catering had been booked but current problems were non availability of
venues or entertainment. The Drill Hall was suggested as a possible venue.
Proposed by Cllr M. Robinson, Seconded by Cllr
vote that executive powers are provided to the
Chairman in consultation with the Clerk to
requirements for the event and expenditure within

Parham, by a unanimous
Portfolio Holder and Vice
complete and order all
the current budget.

To take place at end of July 2007. Twinning Association suggests Council
may wish to provide a gift for them to present. Recommendation from the
Portfolio Holder is to purchase a model sheep from the TIC at cost of £12.50.
Proposed by Cllr M. Robinson, Seconded by Cllr Bartlett, by a unanimous
vote that a model sheep is purchased from the TIC and provided to the
Twinning Association to present to our Misburg partners during their visit in
July 2007.
Portfolio Holder considered that the Chamber of Commerce should lead on
the matter. The Clerk provided a summary of the scheme and costings from
the year 2000 to date and the current situation. Consideration was provided
to the stakeholders, funding and sponsorship opportunities and possible
ways forward. Several considered that the Chamber of Commerce should
take the main role in the matter with some financial and administrative
support from the Council and other Stakeholders in the Town. Several
considered that an urgent meeting of stakeholders should take place, others
considered that the Chamber of Commerce should discuss the matter first.
Some facts were unknown such as current funds and the existing contractor
had not responded to a request to consider repricing or extension to his
contract which had now expired. Several proposals were put including that
the contract should be retendered as an interim measure while the matter
was being looked into due to the timescale for this years scheme.
Proposed by Cllr Parham, Seconded by Cllr J Marsh, by a vote of 11 For, 1
Against and 1 Abstention that the Chamber of Commerce should take the
main role in the provision of the Town Centre Christmas Lighting Scheme
with support from all stakeholders and interested parties.
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The Town Council role would be to provide limited financial support (£2,000
in the current year) and administrative support from the Clerk as and when
available. Cllrs Kinison, Gilham and Shearn would participate in the
Committee structure. An urgent meeting should be arranged in the next
fortnight to review the current situation and consider the way forward.
e)

Public
Transport

Resolve;

Mr Clive Pearson had booked a meeting with SCC and Bus Operators to be
held in the Bell Hotel on Thursday 14 June 2007 at 10.30am. He also
provided an update that the proposed Slinky bus service to Cannards Grave
Road would not be progressed as First Bus was in discussions with Tesco to
possibly operate the service from their new development. It was expected
that low entry buses would be provided to all route by 2015 amd currently
their were no plans to revise or withdraw any services to and from Shepton
Mallet. Tenders had been sent out for a service to operate on the Ridgeway
Estate and extra money had become available to provide Bus Shelters within
the Community Hospital grounds, with possible increase of services to this
location. Clive confirmed that the programmed meeting of the 14 June would
now consist of a site meeting starting at the War Memorial at 10.30 pm and
then resume at the Bell Hotel following.
That the update and scheduled meeting is noted and that the Chairman of
the Council would attend subject to his availability.

Collett Park Portfolio – Cllr M. Robinson
f)

Collett
Festival

Resolve;
g)

h)

Update to the event to be held this coming Saturday 9 June 2007 was
provided by the Portfolio Holder who confirmed plans were well underway
but that all Cllrs were requested to lend a hand on the day.
That the matter is noted.

Brass Bands
within Collett
Park

Consideration was provided to a request from the Chamber of Commerce
and MDC for the Town Council to take out license for Brass Band
entertainment within Collett Park and also the administration, management
and operational matters relating to the events. Bands could be made
available for each Sunday in July, funded by others. A license would be
required as well as matters such as insurances, refreshment franchise and
clearing up following the events would all need to be organised. Fran Wulf
confirmed that she would organise the events if the Council at the very
minimum would give permission.

Resolve;

Proposed by Cllr M. Robinson by a unanimous vote that the Town Council
give permission for the use of Collett Park and its bandstand to be used for
the purposes of Brass Bands to play for limited timescales on each Sunday
during July 2007. The organisation, managing, operating and funding of the
events is the responsibility of the Chamber of Commerce and Fran Wulf.

Litter Bins

Resolve;

Latest incident of one further litter bin ripped being from its base making a
total of five in total now damaged. Clerk investigating possible replacement
bases or new bins will need purchasing. It was confirmed that Quadron had
now recycled 5 metal bins from the District Council and fitted them in place
as a temporary measure. Subject to the Clerks investigations, replacement
metallic and robust litter bins would need purchasing which should be
considered at precept stage for next year.
Proposed by Cllr M. Robinson, Seconded by Cllr Parham by a unanimous
vote that the matter is noted, the Clerk continue to investigate replacement
plastic bases for the existing litter bins and that consideration at precept
stage should be taken for the provision of suitable robust and metallic
replacement litter bins.
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Properties Portfolio – Cllr Ellis
i)

War
Memorial

Resolve;
j)

Collett Park
Walling

Resolve;
k)

The
Shambles

Resolve;
l)

Allotment
Matters

Resolve;

Update was provided by the Portfolio Holder following the structural survey
which was completed on the 23 May 2007. It was expected to receive the
written report within the next few weeks and then Council could consider the
matter again. One member of the public raised concern that the Portfolio
Holder should resign due to what he considered a conflict of interest as his
building company had provided tenders for the works. The Clerk confirmed
that Ellis and Co Company had only provided advice and a market value for
relocation works which were used to set the budget of 106 monies at the
District Council planning application stage. No written tenders or quotation
had been requested or received from this company and Cllr Ellis had already
declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in the matter and with the new
revised code of conduct had the same rights as did a member of the public,
so could therefore continue as Portfolio Holder, make the appropriate
declarations and leave the meeting for any voting to take place. Cllr Ellis
consideration was in accord with the Clerk in that he had provided a budget
only figure in respect of the War Memorial, no quotation or tender had been
provided. Cllr Ellis considered that his expertise in the building and
restoration fields would be an advantage rather than a disadvantage and
confirmed that he wished to continue as Properties Portfolio Holder unless
Council wished otherwise. No other nominations were put and the consensus
was that he should continue. Cllr Ellis confirmed that he would continue to
declare interests in any applicable matters and if prejudicial would leave the
meeting and not vote at the appropriate point in the consideration.
That the matter and update is noted.
Three quotations submitted to insurers and now waiting authorisation to
proceed. The Portfolio Holder confirmed that the matter would now be dealt
with in confidential session later in the meeting.
That the matter is noted.
Quotations and open specifications had been requested from various
contractors and the specification once agreed would require the approval of
the MDC Conservation Officer prior to proceeding with the works. Quotations
had now been received and the matter would now be dealt with in
confidential session later in the meeting.
That the matter is noted.
Resolve of previous Council is to investigate possible expansion to the
Hitchen lane site. Quotations had been requested for provision of Water
Supplies to both Allyn Saxon allotment sites from various contractors which
had now been received and that the matter would now be dealt with in
confidential session later in the meeting.
That the matter is noted.

Administration Portfolio – Cllr Parham
m)

Councillors
Renumeration

Both Cllr J & T Marsh then left the meeting having made a declaration of
interest earlier.
Following advice obtain from SALC, Council was requested to confirm the
status of Cllr T. Marsh as contractor to the Council for undertaking Town
clock winding duties as now an elected member and to also consider that
allowance provided to the Planning Chairman may now not be lawful.
Options were put by the Portfolio Holder following advice from SALC as to
possible ways forward.
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A vote to offer the same allowance to all Cllrs with recommendations that
all except for the Planning Chairman decline from the offer was lost. The
new Planning Chairman confirmed that he was happy to travel around
sites to review planning applications within the parish boundary without
any financial reimbursement.
Resolve;

n)

New
Councillors
Training
Resolve;

o)

Street License
Town Centre

Proposed by Cllr Parham, Seconded by Cllr Bartlett, by a unanimous vote
that Mr Terry Marsh (Cllr) continue works to the Town Clock in his existing
role as a contractor.
Both Cllrs Marsh then rejoined the meeting.
Proposed by Cllr Ellis, Seconded by Cllr Shearn by a vote of 11 For and 2
Abstentions that no standing / annual allowance is provided to the
Planning Chairman for his duties within the Parish boundary.
List of venues, dates and timescales had been previously provided to all
new Councillors. Council considered confirmation of those attending and
expenditure.
That bookings are made for Cllr T. Marsh at Nunney on Monday 18 June
2007 and Cllrs Kinison and K. Taylor at Croscombe on Tuesday 10 July
2007 and that payment of £60 is approved to SALC for the placements.
A request had been received for the Town Council to apply for and
administer a single and annual Street Trading License for the whole Town
Centre area (report attached).
The Portfolio Holder had reviewed the matter with the Clerk and also Cllr
M. Robinson had given advice as a member of the Licensing Board at MDC.
While the idea was well intended the implications, liability, risks,
insurances and required controls were of much concern. Any named
License Holder had considerable legal responsibilities.

Resolve;

p)

Election to
Standard
Committee
Resolve;

q)

Asset Audit
C/Park Depot

Proposed by Cllr Ellis, Seconded by Cllr S. Robinson by a vote of 11 For
and 2 Against that the request is rejected due to the complexitity,
implications and liaibility which would be levied onto the License Holder.
List of candidates (inc Cllr Bartlett) and copies of their submission were
received along with ballot paper for return by 14 June 2007.
Proposed by Cllr M. Robinson, Seconded by Cllr J. Marsh, by a vote of 12
For and 1 Abstentions that Cllr Bartlett is the only candidate voted by this
Council and that the ballot paper is duly submitted.
Council considered loss of 11 items for storage in Collett Park Depot as per
list attached at a nominal value of £617. A response was also required to
Twinning Association regarding their missing display cabinet. The Clerk
provided background information to the assets, the lease agreement to
Collett depot where secure storage was to be provided.
All avenues had now been investigated and the items were definitely
missing and it was considered that the parks contractor is responsible for
the depot and that the items may have been discarded during one of their
clearouts of rubbish from the depot buildings and yard area.

Resolve;

Proposed by Cllr Lockey, Seconded by Cllr Ellis by a vote of 11 For and 2
Against that Quadron be requested to replace or reimburse the cost of the
missing display cabinet to the Twinning Association.
Proposed by Cllr M. Robinson, Seconded by Cllr A. Taylor by unanimous
vote that the eleven missing items (nos 37, 74, 77, 79, 80, 81, 93, 94,
122, 144 & 174) from the assets register are written off and deleted from
the current asset register (list attached).

8

51. 07/08
Finance – Approval of Accounts for Payment by Cheque, Direct Debit, Confidential
Salary Payments and Income for June as per Appendix “A” attached to the agenda.
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr M. Robinson, seconded by Cllr Parham, by unanimous vote, that
payments made by Cheque, Direct Debit, Confidential Payments and Income received for June
2007 as per Appendix “A” attached to these Minutes, be approved.
52. 07/08
Confidential Matters – Council considered that in view of the nature of business about
to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public are now excluded
and that they are instructed to withdraw. No Members of the public or press were then at the
meeting.
a. Contractual Tender Collett Park Tree Works 2007 – Council considered the result of
tendering process and placement of Works Order.
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr M. Robinson, seconded by Cllr A. Taylor, by a vote of 10 For, 1 against
and 2 Abstentions, that the tender is awarded to All Tree Services at a cost of £2,750 with Jack
Pine Tree Consultants undertaking Fungal Decay Inspections at a cost of approximately £300.
b. Collett Park Walling Works – The Clerk confirmed the quotations received and all three had
been submitted to the insurers although there was some concern if the insurers would cover all
three areas of damage and the claim in full.
Resolve; that the matter is noted and the Clerk progress the matter and report back should the
claim not be upheld.
c. Allotment Water Services – The Clerk provided update to the priority of the previous
administration to this matter, the investigations to date and estimates received from various
contractors and Bristol Water supply company for new services to two number sites on the
Allyn Saxon estate. The costings received were well in excess of budget allocated.
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr M. Robinson, Seconded by Cllr Parham, by a vote of 12 For and 1
Against that the project should not proceed in the current year due to costs involved and the
limited number of allotment holders on each site. The tenants on the sites concerned are to be
informed of the costs involved, the limited budget available and that the project would not proceed
in this current year. The Council is prepared to reduce their annual rent, when next due, by 25% as
a means of compensation at this time.
d. The Shambles maintenance works – Cllr Ellis then left the meeting having made a
declaration of interest previously. The Clerk confirmed open specifications and estimates
received from various contractors to carry out limited repairs and restoration works to the
Shambles structure as advised by MDC. Once approved by the Town Council the approved
specification would be required to be submitted to MDC Conservation and Heritage Officers for
their approval prior to the works being ordered. There was considerable variance between
specifications and quotations received and also insufficient budget in the current expenditure
heading.
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr M. Robinson, seconded by Cllr Parham, by a vote of 10 For and 2
abstentions, that the specification and quotation received from Ellis and Co for works to the
Shambles structure at a cost of £1,336 is accepted and works put in hand subject to prior approval
of the work scope and specification by MDC Conservation and Heritage Officers. Additional monies
to fund the works is to be drawn from contingencies.
Cllr Ellis then rejoined the meeting.
53. 07/08

Agenda Matters for the Next Meeting

Election of Vice-Chairman to Planning and Private Security measures within Collett Park are to be
placed on the next agenda.
All Cllrs were requested to attend the lawn outside the Town Council offices at 6.40pm, prior to the
next meeting of Council which is to be held on Tuesday 19 June 2007 at 7pm.
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The Chairman thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 10.10pm.
Cllr C.F. Lockey
Chairman

Signature_____________
_____/_____/_2007
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A P P E N D I X
Cheque
No
2250

Payee

“ A ”

Code

Goods Supplied

Total Payment

6530

Revenue support for administration

£

1,500.00

2259

Shepton 21 Regeneration
Partnership
Active Environmental Serv Ltd

6050

Collett Park Rodent Control - 2 visits

£

117.50

2260

Party Packs

7080

St Georges Day - To be repaid by MDC

£

179.78

2261

Right Price (UK) Limited

7080

St Georges Day - To be repaid by MDC

£

352.51

2262

1st SM Scouts Troop

6650

Community Grant

£

100.00

£

2,249.79

Payments by Direct Debit
30/4/07

Quadron Services Limited

6000/6005

Collett Park Ground Care Contract -April

30/4/07

Community Council

5400

Annual Subscription

£

£

2,511.22
25.00

30/4/07
30/4/07

Somerset CC Pensions
Veolia ES Limited

5010
6020

Pension Scheme - Monthly Contribution
Collett Park - Waste Disposal

£
£

511.63
32.81

1/5/07

Mendip District Council

5100

Office Lease - Quarterly

£

1,500.00

1/5/07

Market Towns

5315

Monthly hosting of website

£

70.50

2/5/07
17/5/07

CGU Bonus
Plusnet Tech Ltd

5200/6090
5160

Insurance Premium
Broadband Subscription

£
£

726.12
19.99

Sub Total

£

5,397.27

Total =

£

7,647.06

CONFIDENTIAL PAYMENTS
263

Graham H Brown

Date

5000

Income

Code

Town Clerk - June Salary 2006

£
Total

£

1,476.04

Grand Total

£

9,123.10

Category of Income
Allotment-Wayleave-Footpath
Maintenance

9-May

Various

11-May

Hi Jinks Ice Cream/Butterworth

21-May

Various

4410

1,476.04

Annual Franchise and Donation to C/Park
Frome TC Signs Repay & Footpath
Booklet
Total Income =

Councillor C.F. Lockey
Chairman

Signature______________

Councillor J.D. Bartlett
Vice Chairman

Signature______________ Date___________

Total Deposit
£

267.00

£

360.00

£

598.95
£

1,225.95

Date___________
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Shepton Mallet Town
Council held on 19 June 2007, in MDC Council Chamber,
Cannards Grave Road, Shepton Mallet.
Present: Chairman - Councillor Lockey
Cllrs Bartlett, Champion, Ellis, Inchley, Lovell, Marsh J, Marsh T, Parham(7.30pm), Robinson M,
Robinson S, Shearn, Taylor A, and Taylor K.
32 members of the public, 1 Police Community Support Officer and 3 members of the press were in
attendance. The Chairman opened the meeting, welcoming members and the general public. A
brief was provided on Health & Safety requirements including emergency evacuation and assembly
point procedures.
A further brief was provided as to the use of the Induction Loop facility for users of hearing aids,
use of the microphones was emphasised and informed that the meeting would be audio-taped for
internal use only. Mobile telephones were requested to be switched off or to silent mode.
54. 07/08

Public Forum

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Champion, seconded by Cllr M. Robinson, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting be adjourned for the matter to be transacted.
Notes of the matters raised were recorded for internal use and action. Matters raised included the
War Memorial, Shepton Mallet In Bloom, Town Centre Retailing and the Commercial Road
environment.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr M. Robinson, seconded by Cllr Champion, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting now be brought back into session.
55. 07/08
Apologies for absence – Cllrs Kinison and also to note that Cllr Parham would be late
due to traffic.
Resolve: that the matter is noted.
56. 07/08

Members Declarations of Interests

Cllr Lockey and Inchley both declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in the Planning Application
for 25 Willow Drive and would leave the meeting at the appropriate point.
Cllr Ellis declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in the War Memorial.
All Cllrs declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in the Shepton Mallet Recreation Ground Trust
(Collett Park) and the War Memorial due to being Trustees of both charities.
Resolve: that the above matters are noted and recorded.
57. 07/08
Chairman’s Announcements – The Chairman congratulated Cllr Margaret Robinson
on organising and running another successful Collett Festival although the humid weather had
been taxing and recorded thanks to the Smith family for the Horse and Carriage to carry the
Carnival Queen and himself into the event. During the opening of the Festival he had received a
scouts friendship neckerchief with hope for greater ties between the scouts and the Council.
The Air Ambulances attendance had made a great spectical of much interest and he recorded
thanks to Paul Frampton for his sponsorship of this much valued service. On the 16 June the
Chairman had attended the Somerset School Dancing on the Green at Wells where some 2000
children took part. He hoped that something similar but on a smaller scale could be organised in
Collett Park for the Mendip schools. The Chairman informed that he would bring matters of the
War Memorial and Flagpole forward on the agenda and these would be considered directly
following matters arising from the minutes.
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58. 07/08

Minutes

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on the 5 June 2007 were considered for
accuracy and content.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr M. Robinson, Seconded by Cllr Champion, by a vote of 12 For and 2
Abstentions, that the Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 5 June 2007 be approved as a
true record and signed by the Chairman.
59. 07/08

Matters Arising from the Minutes

Min 43 Election of Vice-Chairman to Planning Resolve: due to no further nominations the matter to be placed on the next agenda.
Min 48f Silverwood Planning Application to land adjacent to Maxwell Road – One member
raised concern as to information and possible threats made by the developer to certain residents.
He requested that both the Town and Mendip Councils along with a specific request made to MDC
Ward members to watch matters develop very closely as the 106 agreement to upgrade Maxwell
Road may not be progressed.
Resolve: that the matter is noted.
Min 50b Civic Twinning Reception Update – The Portfolio Holder provided an update to the
event to be held this Saturday 23 June at Peter Street Rooms. It was confirmed that 7 Cllrs would
attend the function.
Resolve: that the matter is noted.
Min 50d Christmas Lighting Scheme – Committee members provided an update to a positive
meeting held with the Chamber of Commerce in the Town Council Offices on Monday 18 June 2007
and the outcome that future schemes would be fully insured by the Chamber of Commerce, funding
was secured for this current year and would remain the full responsibility of the Chamber of
Commerce. There would be a Centre Tree again this year and no further expansion would take
place unless funding was available and that the Clerk is to updated and rewrite the specification to
the current scheme and seek interest from contractors and tender the works for a 2 year plus 1
year contract.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Gilham that the matter is noted and that the allocation of the current
precept budget of £2,000 is placed on the next agenda.
Min 50e Public Transport Meeting – The Clerk submitted a report to a positive meeting held
with SCC and Bus Service operators held on Thursday 14 June 2007. Enquiries had been sent to all
the various stakeholders on questions raised. Cllr Shearn requested that who ever follows this
matter up should also look to provide let down area for tourist coaches to the Town.
Resolve: that the matter and report (attached) is noted. A thank you was recorded to Mr Clive
Pearson for organising the meeting and for all his hard work and efforts to-date in respect of Public
Transport for the Town which was much appreciated by Council.
Min 50p Election to Standards Committee – The Clerk confirmed information received from
SALC that Cllrs Crowcombe, Mackenzie and Palmer had been duly elected to the Standards
Committee as Parish Representatives.
Resolve: that the matter is noted.
Police Matters – The Chairman apologised to the PCSO in attendance that Police matters had not
been raised under the Public Forum agenda item. The PCSO confirmed that she had no matters to
raise at this time and there were no further question from Cllrs.
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60. 07/08

War Memorial

At the Development Stakeholders meeting the Town Council was requested to consider a decision
regarding the relocation of the structure. The Portfolio Holder provided an update and review of the
report received from the conservation specialist (Demaus Report attached).
Cllr Parham then joined the meeting
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Bartlett, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous vote, that the meeting
be adjourned for the matter to be transacted.
Six members of the public spoke strongly against relocation of the War Memorial, two members of
the public spoke in support of a referendum to make the decision but were in support of relocation.
The President and Chairman of the Royal British Legion spoke of their branches desire to preserve
the monument and all avenues and aspects should be investigated but that if the structure needed
relocation for it long term preservation then they were in support. Matters of ownership and the
requirement for Planning and Listed Building consent were also raised.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Ellis, by unanimous vote, that the meeting
now be brought back into session.
A lengthy debate then took place with the majority of members putting forward their views.
Several considered that the highway plans were now too far advanced and the structure should be
relocated some 15 feet from its current location into an area set aside by the new highway layout
and the surrounding area should be landscaped appropriately. Other considered that the structure
should not be moved and that possible Cannards Grave Road should be realigned using the same
monies to take the highway away from close proximity to the structure. Others considered that
English Heritage should be consulted and the matter worked through before any final decision was
made. Other members considered that a decision was required, the matter had dragged on and
also the recent elections provided a mandate for Cllrs to make a decision. Several proposals were
put. Cllr Ellis then left the meeting for the vote.
Cllr Robinson Proposed, Seconded by Cllr Bartlett that the War Memorial should be relocated to the
adjoining area set aside by the highway realignment if it was legally possible to do so. English
Heritage would be consulted through the planning process and their approval would be required for
it to proceed. A recorded vote was also requested but that the proposal was lost by a vote of 6 For
(Cllrs Bartlett, Champion, J. Marsh, M Robinson, S. Robinson & K. Taylor) and 8 Against (Cllrs
Gilham, Inchley, Lockey, Lovell, T. Marsh, Parham, Shearn & A. Taylor).
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr Parham, Seconded by Cllr Inchley, by a vote of 8 For, 2 Against and 4
Abstentions that the Town Council consult fully with English Heritage and seek their views as to
what should be done. Once this was known and along with views of the other Stakeholders and the
Town Council the information and question should be put to the community via a referendum for a
final decision in the matter.
Cllr Ellis then rejoined the meeting. All members of the press and all except one member of the
public then left the meeting.
61. 07/08

Somerset County Council

Mendip Area Parish & Town Council Unitary Authority Meetings – Letter was received from
the Area Working Team thanking those that had attended their meetings. Summary of Questions
and
Issues
Raised
provided,
and
further
details
available
from
their
website
www.somerset.gov.uk/unitary/. Cllr S Robinson confirmed the result of the District Councils poll in
the matter with a turnout of 48.2% with 82% voting against the Unitary Proposals and only 18% in
favour. He hoped that central government would now listen.
Resolve: that the matter is noted.
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62. 07/08
a.

Mendip District Council

Mendip Play Strategy – Invitation to comment on draft by Friday 22 June 2007. Large
document can be reviewed by; www.mendip.gov.uk/CouncilService.asp?id=SX9452A7820314 Cllr M Robinson informed that she was yet to review the very large documentation.
Cllr Parham confirmed that there was a great deal to commend the report for which was very
detailed and wide ranging. It was a good draft document but would need much work to
finalise.

Resolve: that the matter is noted.
b.

Official Street Naming – Request to consider those streets without a current official street
name so that where applicable, an official street name can be assigned;
 Fosse Lane to Whitstone Hill (Cannards Grave to Whitstone Corner)
 Whitstone Hill to Fosse Lane (Bearldy Batch to Whitstone Corner)
 Lane off of Bodden Lane (half way up on right going east)
 Leg Square / Garston Street (The Quarr through Leg Square to Gaol Lane)

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley that the matter is noted, any Cllrs who had suggested names
should pass them to the Clerk failing this then the decision is to be left to the District Council.
63. 07/08

Shepton 21 Regeneration Partnership

Cllr S Robinson confirmed that the latest financial statements from Shepton 21 were not yet
available due to the short timescale since reorganisation but hoped that they would be available
sometime in July.
Resolve: that the matter is noted.
64. 07/08

Matters to be Noted

a)

Policing
Summary

Leaflets available from the office providing a Local Policing Summary
2006-07 for Somerset East performance.

b)

Townsend Road
Closure

Informed that the road will open for the period of Glastonbury
Festival from 20 to 26 June 2007.

c)

Collett Park
Tree Works

2007 works order placed and to be completed by end of July 2007.

d)

Collett Park
Stone Walling

Insurers approved claim and works order placed with Albino Builders.
Cost to Council will be excess sum of £250 plus any reclaimable VAT
content.

e)

Loan of Painting

Christchurch Borough Council has provided copy of relevant insurance
to the Frank Richards painting on loan to Highcliffe Castle.

f)

Community
Woodland
Project

Draft plan now available, meeting of Steering Group including local
residents arranged for Thursday 5 July at 6.30pm in the MDC
Committee Room.

g)

Code of Conduct

Full Guide for Members and Pocket Guide May 2007 will be provided
(at the meeting) to all Cllrs.

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Gilham, by unanimous vote that the matters (a to g) are noted. The
Council is to write to Christchurch Borough Council and enquire the conditions that the painting is
being held in following some concern of one member that had visited Highcliffe Castle.
65. 07/08
a)

Planning Matters

119879/000

Resolve;

Mr L Hartnell
25 Willow Drive

Erection
of
single
extension (DEL)

storey

rear

Full

Cllr Lockey and Inchley then left the meeting.
Proposed by Cllr A. Taylor, Seconded by Cllr Gilham, by a unanimous vote
to recommend Approval.
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Cllrs Lockey and Inchley then rejoined the meeting.
b)

119233/000

Resolve;

c)

109446/006

Resolve;

d)

1000042/021

Resolve;

66. 07/08

Mr & Mrs D
Loxton
32 Littlebrook
Lane

Erection of two storey side extension
(DEL)

Full

Proposed by Cllr Gilham, Seconded by Cllr A. Taylor, by a unanimous vote
to recommend Approval.

Mrs L Martin
The Manor House
Leg Square

Conversion of existing utility area into
kitchen, change external door from
solid to glazed (DEL)

LBC-alter
/extend

Proposed by Cllr A. Taylor, Seconded by Cllr Gilham, by a unanimous vote
to recommend Approval.
MDC
Highfield House

Repair and renovation of front porch
including removal of existing paint
(BOARD)

LBC-alter
/extend

Proposed by Cllr A. Taylor, Seconded by Cllr Inchley, by a unanimous vote
to recommend Approval.

Other Planning Matters

a. 119775/000 – 61 Beech Avenue – Extension to existing dormer. SMTC Recommended Refusal
14 Apr 07 and MDC have Granted Permission.
b. 10 Nightingale Grove – Notice that applicant is to Appeal against MDC Enforcement Notice in
respect of the conservatory.
c. Townsend Retail Development – Building Finishes – Cllr T Marsh provided a verbal report and
digital images of views from the north of the Town and raised much concern as to the white
finishes of the very large Retail Development structure which stuck out like a sore thumb in the
landscape. He had also raised the concern with the MDC planning officer. He urged district
members to take this into account in future considerations when reviewing planning applications.
MDC members informed that they had objected to this at the planning stage but had been out
voted.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr J Marsh, Seconded by Cllr Gilham, by a unanimous vote that the above
matters (a and b) are noted. The Town Council is to write to the District Council requesting that
they review the matter of Building Finishes to the Townsend Retail Park and out of courtesy seek to
request the developers to consider changing the colour or toning down of the finishes to the
structure especially the large roof expanse.
67. 07/08

Portfolio Matters

Collett Park Portfolio – Cllr M. Robinson
a)

Collett Festival

The Portfolio Holder provided an update following the event which was
deemed very successful. A letter of concern had been received from
Shepton Mallet Carnival Ltd regarding incidents which occurred over
the Friday evening and requested that the Council look to reimburse
the Shambles Carnival Club for damaged caused and also stating that
the Council should have managed this known risk. Members had much
sympathy and were angered with the events on the Friday evening.
The Portfolio Holder confirmed that the Shamble Carnival Club had
undertaken the Friday evening security of the site as they had done in
previous years so were experienced in what may occur and should
have been prepared them selves. Draft financial accounts for the event
were considered which showed a nett profit of £509.96 for the event.
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Resolve;

Resolve;
Resolve;

b)

Security
within the
Park

Resolve;

Proposed by Cllr Lockey, seco nded by Cllr Robinson, by a unanimous
vote that a donation of £30 is made to the Smith Family for provision
of the Horse and Carriage at the event and that Cllr M Robinson is
congratulated on the success of the event and for all her hard work
prior to the event.
Proposed by Cllr Robinson, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous
vote that the Financial Account for the event showing a profit of
£509.96 is approved.
Proposed by Cllr Inchley, seconded by Cllr Ellis, by unanimous vote
that a response letter is sent to Shepton Mallet Carnival Ltd informing
that the Council was very disturbed with events which took place on
the Friday evening prior to Collett Festival and had much sympathy
with the problems and damage caused to the Shambles Carnival Club
property, however the Shambles had been requested to cover the
usual Friday evening security and their previous experience over many
years would have enabled their own risk assessment to be updated.
Any incident should be progressed through the police and the
perpetrators brought to justice as it was understood that some of them
were known by name. Any damage caused should be progressed
through their own insurances. At the same time the Council wish to
inform that community grants to groups such as the Shambles carnival
Club are available and an application form is to be enclosed with the
response letter.
Consideration of possible private security measures within Collett Park
was placed on the agenda from the previous meeting. Members
considered that matters such as those prior to this years Festival
should not happen again and some form of contracted security should
be put in place for both the Friday and Saturday evenings as well as
other known risk times throughout the year. Cllr S Robinson had made
contact with a security company who had local knowledge and could
provide a range of security services and had already taken positive
references from the District Council. He considered that the company
would be willing to provide a presentation on the range of services that
they could offer and also to undertake a free risk assessment.
Proposed by Cllr Lockey, seconded by Cllr Inchley, by a unanimous
vote that Cllr S. Robinson is thanked for his efforts to date and that he
request the specific security company to provide a presentation of their
services at a future meeting of the Council and at the same time
undertake a free Risk Assessment of Collett Park.

Properties Portfolio – Cllr Ellis
c)

Flagpole
Relocation

Resolve;

The
Development
Stakeholders
meeting
request ed
Councils
consideration at this time to the relocation of the flagpole. The
Chairman considered that the flagpole was purchased to go with the
War Memorial and so should be located next to the structure and may
be ideal if two flagpoles were erected, one each side of the structure.
Proposed by Cllr Ellis, seconded by Cllr Gilham, by a unanimous vote
that the flagpole is relocated in the new landscape area created next to
the War Memorial.

Regeneration Portfolio – Cllr S. Robinson
d)

New Planters at
Townsend

The Development Stakeholders meeting requested Councils
consideration at this time to landscape of a new large planter to north
of Townsend Roundabout (top of high street) and who will undertake
liability and maintenance. Cllr S Robinson confirmed that he had
contacted Drew Foley of Haskins who had expressed an interest but
enquired costs to maintain which was being enquired with Quadron
Services. Cllr S Robinson had also attempted to make contact with
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Paul Treby who’s company had sponsored and maintained the
previous roundabout but unfortunately he was on holiday at this
time. It was considered that maintenance of the planter structure
which was to be constructed by highways would remain the liability of
Somerset Highways.
Resolve;

Proposed by Cllr S Robinson by a unanimous vote, that budget costs
for landscape maintenance is obtained and Drew Foley of Haskins
informed as they had expressed an interest given that the planter
was to be constructed directly outside their premise.

Administration – Cllr Parham
e)

Internal
Controls & Risk
Assessments

Resolve;

68. 07/08

Regulations call for annual review by Council in July. Risk
Assessments dispatched to each Portfolio Holder for review. Any
amendments or additions to be informed to the Clerk. Internal
Controls being reviewed by the Administration Portfolio Holder and
Clerk. All require return to the Clerk by 25 June.
That the matter is noted

Agenda Matters for the Next Meeting

Any matters should be provided to the Clerk and the next meeting is to be held on Tuesday 3 July
2007 at 7pm.
The Chairman thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 9.30pm.
Cllr C.F. Lockey
Chairman

Signature_____________
_____/_____/_2007
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Shepton Mallet Town
Council held on 3 July 2007, in MDC Council Chamber,
Cannards Grave Road, Shepton Mallet.
Present: Chairman - Councillor Lockey
Cllrs Bartlett, Champion, Ellis, Inchley, Kinison, Lovell, Parham, Robinson M, Robinson S, Shearn,
Taylor A, and Taylor K.
Mr Scott Alston (Sangraal Limited), Mr Paul Tomlinson -Heritage Buildings Officer (MDC).
Seven members of the public and one member of the press were in attendance. The Chairman
opened the meeting, welcoming members and the general public. A brief was provided on Health &
Safety requirements including emergency evacuation and assembly point procedures.
A further brief was provided as to the use of the Induction Loop facility for users of hearing aids,
use of the microphones was emphasised and informed that the meeting would be audio-taped for
internal use only. Mobile telephones were requested to be switched off or to silent mode.
69. 07/08

Collett Park Security – Presentation by Sangraal Limited

Cllr Stephen Robinson provided some background to his initial investigations and enquiry with
Sangraal Limited. Mr Scott Alston, Director of Sangraal Limited provided a presentation about the
company with its regional office in Plymouth and Head Office in London. He explained their mission,
their experience, values and operatives as well as introducing a list of previous and existing clients.
A range of solutions which were available and that the company could provide were explained. He
then provided a question and answer session with members. His nearest client was Somerset
County Council and he had undertaken work in Frome although he had not yet worked for a Town
or Parish Council. CCTV was used by way of head cams worn by their operatives and also cameras
within their vehicles. He had undertaken a review of the problems within the Town and a written
report would be provided to Council.
The Chairman thanked Mr Scott Alston for his presentation and that Council would look very
seriously for possible use of their services in the future.
70. 07/08
Conservation Area Appraisal, the Market Cross Project and the Heritage
Economic Regeneration Scheme (HERs) progess. Presentation and Update – Paul
Tomlinson MDC.
Conservation Area Appraisal - A short presentation was provided to the appraisal and
consultation process to the Conservation Area within the Town. The area had been broken down
into five different geographical areas to which ten different additional areas were proposed to be
included within the Conservation Area, all of which would be fully consulted on and any changes
considered and amended if deemed necessary. Following this the next step was to notify the
appropriate Bodies and then seek MDC Planning Board Appraisal / Approval.
HER(s) & THI Update – The HERs Scheme was scheduled to run three years from 2004 to 2007
with a total fund of £355,000 provided by various partners including the Town Council. This had
now been extended into year 2008. 17 Grant Offers had been made of which 13 buildings had been
completed / repaired and 4 further Grants were under consideration. The existing THI Scheme
would run from 2008 with a total fund available of £566,000. A further THI bid had achieved stage
one process with some £500,000 earmarked for the Town, subject to a stage two bid. £25,000 had
been made available to fund the stage two bid which had to be submitted by October 2007.
Increased emphasis was required on education and training and if successful this would roll on
from the HERs in April 2008. Paul deemed the Anglo Building review and proposals unrealistic for
the Town and was still working on the proposals with the owners. He would wish to see the
pedestrian paving upgraded in Town Street but this was not a project that would attact HERs or
THI funding.
Market Cross Project Update – Paul Tomlinson reported that slow progress had been made and
explained the problems with such a Ancient Monument and the requirement for English Heritage
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approval. Grants totalling £10,000 had been awarded by the Wolfson Foundation and Garfield
Weston Trust but an application to the Somerset Aggregate Levy Fund had been unsuccessful. He
would continue to develop and progress the project plan and as previously resolved by Council
would look to transfer trusteeship to the Town Council following completion of the project.
The Chairman thanked Paul Tomlinson for his various presentations and update and congratulated
him with progress and achievements to date. He also wished him all the best for the future.
71. 07/08

Public Forum

The Chairman read a report submitted by the Clerk (attached to these minutes) following adoption
of the new code of conduct and advice received from Mr Peter Lacey of SALC regarding Public
Intervention and Participation at Council Meetings. A copy of this report had also been provided to
members of the public with their agenda for the meeting.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Parham, Seconded by Cllr Champion, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting be adjourned for the matter to be transacted.
Notes of the matters raised were recorded for internal use and action. Matters raised included
Brothers Drinks 106 Conditions of Planning Consent and their enforcement / renewal.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Parham, seconded by Cllr Champion, by unanimous vote, that the
meeting now be brought back into session.
72. 07/08

Apologies for absence – Cllrs Marsh J and Marsh T (family).

Resolve: that the matter is noted.
73. 07/08

Members Declarations of Interests

Cllr Inchley and Lockey both declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in Planning Applications to
27 and 31 Willow Drive.
Cllr Ellis declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in Planning Application to 16 High Street,
Shepton Mallet.
Cllr Parham declared a Personal and non-Prejudicial Interest in Planning Application to 1 Norton
Close, Shepton Mallet.
All Cllrs declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in the Shepton Mallet Recreation Ground Trust
(Collett Park) and the War Memorial due to being Trustees of both charities.
Resolve: that the matter is noted and recorded.
74. 07/08
Chairman’s Announcements – The Chairman reported that the Civic Reception for the
Town’s French Partners had been a succcess and showed members the Vase which had been
presented to the Council at the reception. The Chairman read a letter received from the now retired
Salvation Army Envoy, Doug and Josie Horler and also wished to thank Josie and Doug for all the
good work undertaken over their 21 years of service for Shepton Mallet. They were true Christians
and wished them all the best luck and happiness in their retirement which was reiterated by all
members at the meeting. A letter had been received from a Sheptonian now living in Wincantion
informing that the Cenotaph should not be moved and a thank you letter had been received form
the Scouts for the recent grant support award from the Council. The Chairman reminded members
that the Parish Forum was to take place on Thursday 9 July at 6pm and that he had attended a
Civic function for the Mayor of Glastonbury. One member informed that the “Witches of Esatwick”
event held in the Academy had been splendid and a credit to the Academy and Shepton. He highly
recommended that this was very worthy of a visit. Cllr Bartlett reported that a Memorial Seat
ceremony had taken place within Collett Park last Saturday attended by Cllr Robinson M, the Clerk
and the family of Mrs Holmes. The new seat had been donated by Mrs Holmes and dedicated in the
memory of her dog.
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75. 07/08

Minutes

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on the 19 June 2007 were considered for
accuracy and content. Cllr Bartlett requested removal of a lineage regarding the suggested
consensus of the view of the members of the public at the meeting in relation to the War Memorial
proposals which was agreed and struck from the draft minutes.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Champion, Seconded by Cllr Lockey, by unanimous vote, that the
Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 19 June 2007 be approved as a true record and
signed by the Chairman.
76. 07/08

Matters Arising from the Minutes

Min 49.07/08 Election of Vice Chairman to Planning – Cllr Ellis informed his request to stand
down from his Properties Portfolio office and wished to be considered for the office of Planning
Vice-Chairman mainly due to his business in the Town and possible conflicts of Interest and the
Code of Conduct.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Robinson M, Seconded by Cllr Taylor A., by a unanimous vote that Cllr
Ellis stands down from office as Properties Portfolio Holder and is duly elected to Vice-Chairman of
Planning.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Bartlett, Seconded by Cllr Robinson M., by a unanimous vote that Cllr
Champion is duly elected to Properties Portfolio Holder.
Min 50d Christmas Lighting Scheme Funding of £2,000 – This matter had not been placed on
the agenda for the meeting as previously resolved.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, that the matter is put on the next agenda.
Cllr Inchley then left the meeting not to return.
Min 64.07/08 Loan Painting to Christchurch Council – Response received from the Chief
Executives Department that they considered the painting was displayed in the correct environment
in terms of temperature and humidity and in a position not exposed to direct sunlight and out of
reach of members of the viewing public.
Resolve; that the matter is noted.
Min 66a.07/08 Townsend Retail Development – Response received from Les Kimberly MDC
which provided acknowledgement of the Councils concerns but confirmed that the planning
consultation, consideration and permission had been fully complied with. He suggest that the
Council wait until the development and landscaping was complete and also noted that the building
may well blend down with age / weathering.
Resolve; that the matter is noted.
77. 07/08
Somerset County Council – Cllr Robinson S, had nothing to report and informed that
the recess period would start in August.
78. 07/08
Mendip District Council – Cllr Robinson S, informed that Cllr Ken Maddock has stood
down as leader and replaced by Cllr Harvey Siggs.
79. 07/08
Shepton 21 Regeneration Partnership – Cllr Robinson S, reported he had attended a
recent management meeting where discussions had taken place but with little action. He had
attended a meeting of the Strawberry Line East Project and reported progress with both ends of
the route at Shepton under the old railway bridge and through MDC car park and also at Dulcote
where the recycling centre could be joined up with Wells with the land being gifted by Mrs
Yeoman. The Clerk also informed a meeting with Shepton 21 Chairman Mr Paul Frampton and
David Thomson MDC Chief Executive to discuss the Civic Hall / Town Council Offices and CATEC
project proposals which had been most positive and a further meeting was now to be arranged for
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the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Properties Portfolio Holder to attend with a view to progressing
the project.
Resolve: that the matter is noted.
80. 07/08

Matters to be Noted

a)

Landfill
Communities
Fund

Viridor Credits provided details and leaflets applicable to their scheme
which provides funding for a wide range of community and
environmental project. Anyone wishing to raise funds for a project in
the area are advised to review.

b)

Maesdown Road
and Hill Closure

SCC Highways informs temporary closure of the roads in Doulting and
Evercreech for four days starting 13 July 2007.

c)

Crowne Trading
Estate Road
Closure

Main entrance road closed for 1 day on Sunday 29 July 2007 to allow
for resurfacing works.

d)

Mendip Housing

April newsletter available from the Town Council offices.

e)

Collett Park
Walling

Clerk reported all practical works now completed. Insurance
administration and refund of monies being progressed.

f)

Shambles
Refurbishment

Work contents agreed with MDC Officers and due to start on 16 July
2007.

Resolve: that the above matters (a-f) are noted.
81. 07/08
a)

Planning Matters

106714/036

Resolve;

b)

119898/000
Resolve;

c)

119899/000

Resolve;
d)

118452/001

Resolve;

e)

118904/000

B & R Thorner
Land South of
Field Farm

Erection of two dwelling houses and
three flats with associated accesses
and parking (amendment to planning
permission 106714/028 which gave
approval for three dwelling houses and
one flat within the application site
(DEL)

Full

Proposed by Cllr Taylor A, Seconded by Cllr Champion by unanimous vote
to recommend Approval.
Mr McDonough
19 Webber Road

Erection of Conservatory at rear of
property (DEL)

Full

Proposed by Cllr Taylor A, Seconded by Cllr Lovell by unanimous vote to
recommend Approval.
Mrs W Hurst
31 Willow Drive

Retrospective
application
Conservatory (PD Rights) (DEL)

–

Full

Cllr Lockey then left the meeting having declared an Interst previously.
Proposed by Cllr Taylor A, Seconded by Cllr Lovell by unanimous vote to
recommend Approval.
Cllr Lockey then rejoined the meeting.
Mr G Jackson
Land adjacent to
1 Norton Close

Change of use of open space to
domestic curtilage and erection of fence
( BOARD)

Full

Proposed by Cllr Taylor A, Seconded by Cllr Champion, by a vote of 12 For
and 1 Against to recommend Approval, subject to conditions being set
that the area can only be used as domestic curtilage and private garden.
Mr SJ Bulger &
Miss DN George
2 Westfield

Erection of single storey rear extension
(DEL)

Full
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Resolve;

f)

101241/000

Resolve;

g)

118743/001

Resolve;

h)

105605/003

Resolve;

i)

119908/000

Resolve;
j)

117982/000

Resolve;

k)

A11106/002

Resolve;

l)

113626/000
Resolve;

m)

108685/005PG
29

Proposed by Cllr Parham, Seconded by Cllr Champion by unanimous vote
to recommend Approval.
Mr & Mrs
Jeremiah
65 Compton Road

Replacement of existing flat roof with
pitched roof (DEL)

Full

Proposed by Cllr Champion, Seconded by Cllr Taylor A, by unanimous vote
to recommend Approval subject to conditions being set not to allow
possible loft conversion as some future point.
Coxley
Developments
16 High Street

Refurbishment
of
building
alterations to shop front (DEL)

and

LBCaleter /
extend

Cllrs Ellis then left the meeting having declared an Interest previously.
Proposed by Cllr Taylor A, Seconded by Cllr Lovell by unanimous vote to
recommend Approval.
Cllrs Ellis then rejoined the meeting.
HSBC Bank PLC
13 High Street

Removal of existing steps, replacement
of
external
doors
and
internal
alterations to accommodate an internal
ramp, steps and handrails to facilitate
access in line with current DDA
legislation (DEL)

Full

Proposed by Cllr Champion, Seconded by Cllr Taylor A, by unanimous vote
to recommend Approval.
Mrs A Billing
27 Willow Drive

Retain
conservatory
(restrospective) (DEL)

to

rear

Full

Cllr Lockey then left the meeting having declared an Interest previously.
Proposed by Cllr Taylor A, Seconded by Cllr Lovell by unanimous vote to
recommend Approval.
Cllr Lockey then rejoined the meeting.
Mr S Wolff
Higher Downside
House, Higher
Downside

Preservation of existing structure and
reconstruction of original house (DEL)

Full

Proposed by Cllr Taylor A, Seconded by Cllr Lovell by unanimous vote to
recommend Approval.
Tesco Stores
Tesco Stores
Townsend

Erection of various shop signage some
of which is illuminated.

Advert’
mt

Proposed by Cllr Lockey, Seconded by Cllr taylor A, by unanimous vote to
recommend Refusal. The design, the size and position is not inkeeping
with the Market Town of Shepton Mallet and any sign should be positioned
within the sillouette of the building. This Council has already raised much
concern as to how much this development already sticks out like a sore
thumb in the landscape.
Mr GR Higgins
1 Hyatt Place

Second Storey extension to side and
single storey extension to rear (DEL)

Full

Proposed by Cllr Champion, Seconded by Cllr Bartlett, by a vote of 12 For
and 1 Against to recommend Approval.
Mr & Mrs Lyle
Durford, Leg
Square

Proposed pruning work to trees in a
conservation area (DEL)

CA Tree
Works
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Resolve;

82. 07/08

Proposed by Cllr Lockey, Seconded by Cllr taylor A, by a vote of 11 For
and 2 Against to recommend Approval subject to agreement by the MDC
Tree Officer.

Portfolio Matters

Administration – Cllr Parham
a)

Risk
Assessments

Risk Assessments now reviewed by the Clerk and then Portfolio
Holders. Amendments included (revised listing attached) All confirm
known risks are currently are deemed to being managed to an
acceptable level. Next review due July 2008.
Cllr Parham informed that the review was complete and all identified
and documented Risk Assessments were deemed managed
satisfactory with the amendment that the back up of computer data
is taken weekly and the back-up tape then held securely off site as a
further safety measure. Risk CP01 should read next Property
Inspection due in 2010.

Resolve;

b)

c)

Internal
Controls

Internal Control Procedures reviewed (revised listing attached).
Internal Audit now increased to three visits per year and Financial
Internal Controls will be reviewed by Internal Audit at next visit due
in October 2007 and annually thereafter.

Resolve;

Proposed by Cllr Lockey, Seconded by Cllr Taylor A, by a unanimous
vote that Internal Controls Procedures as reviewed July 2007 are
approved and further review to take place by the Internal Auditor
during his October 2007 audit.

External Audit &
Charitable Trust
Accounting

Letter received from Moore Stephens (copy attached) confirming this
years audit and Annual return along with technical advice from SALC
regarding Financial Accounts and Audit of Charitable Trusts (Collett
Park and the War Memorial). (Diagram of working practices
attached)

Resolve;

d)

Proposed by Cllr Champion, Seconded by Cllr Lovell, by a unanimous
vote that Risk Assessments as reviewed July 2007 are approved and
the next review is to take place in July 2008.

Accounting
Software

Resolve;

Folowing further advice and clarification obtained from Peter Lacey,
SALC the Clerk provided explanantion of the various options available
and the requirements.
Proposed by Cllr Champion, Seconded by Cllr Parham, by a
unanimous vote that the Council accept the recommendations of
SALC, the Clerk and Portfolio Holder (schematic diagram attached). A
bank account with the same manadate as Council is to be set up for
Collett Park and all income monies relating to Collett park are to be
paid into this account. During the year at the appropriate meeting of
the trustees then consideration should be made to pay these funds
from the Collett Park account into the Town Council account to offset
the expenditure (gift aid). Financila Accounts and Audit as required
by the Charity Commission are to be complied with.
Review now complete. Wells TC have used the larger module since
first available and give very positive testimony. Alpha Financial
Director cost £245 plus (10 telephone calls) pay as you go training
£50. Second year annual maintenance contract £50.
Proposed by Cllr Champion, Seconded by Cllr Robinson M, by a
unanimous vote that the RBS Alpha Financial Director Accounting
Software is purchased and installed at a cost of £245 plus £50 limited
telephone support with the monies be taken from contingencies.
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83. 07/08
Finance – Approval of Accounts for Payment by Cheque, Direct Debit, Confidential
Salary Payments and Income for July as per Appendix “A” attached to the agenda.
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr Champion, Seconded by Cllr Parham, by unanimous vote, that
payments made by Cheque, Direct Debit, Confidential Payments and Income received for July 2007
as per Appendix “A” attached to these Minutes, be approved.
84. 07/08
Confidential Matter – Council considered that in view of the nature of business about
to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public are now excluded
and that they are instructed to withdraw which was complied with.
Councils Legal Advisors – Terms and Conditions of business received from various companies
received consideration following Councils previous resolve to undertake a review.
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr Champion, Seconded by Cllr Robinson M, by a unanimous vote that
Harris and Harris Solicitors of Wells are duly appointed as the legal advisors to the Council and
their terms and conditions of business are accepted.
85. 07/08

Agenda Matters for the Next Meeting

The Clerk requested consideration as to the requirement for the meeting programmed for 17 July
2007 and who was to Clerk, Minute and undertake the resolves from the meeting due to his
absence through annual leave.
Resolve; that the 17 July meeting would still take place, the Clerk will set the agenda before his
departure, Cllr Lovell volunteered to Clerk and Minute the Meeting.
The Chairman thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 8.55pm.
Cllr C.F. Lockey
Chairman

Signature_____________
_____/_____/_2007
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A P P E N D I X
Cheque
No
2264
2265
2267
2268
2269
2270
2271
2272
2273
2274
2275
2276
2277
2278
2279
2280
2281
2282
2283
2284

Payee

Code

Shepton 21 Regeneration
Partnership
Mendip District Council
HMRC
Steve Apelt
Ace Acoustics
SM Tourist Information Centre
SM In Bloom
Quadron Services Ltd
Demaus Building Diagnostics
Beech Tyldesley Architects
Mrs M Shearn
Smith Family (Cash)
Georgian Hire Limited
SALC
Active Environmental Services
SM Tourist Information Centre
J Hodges & Son
Mr G H Brown
Mrs M Robinson
Mrs K Fewings

Payments by Direct Debit
30/5/07
Quadron Services Limited
29/5/07
Somerset CC Pensions
31/5/07
Veolia ES UK Ltd
1/6/07
Market Towns
4/6/07
CGU Bonus
18/6/07
Plusnet Tech Ltd

“ A ”
Total
Payment

Goods Supplied

6530

Revenue support for administration

£

7020
5000/20
6070
6070
5600
6550
6085
6450
6450
6070
6070
6070
5070
6050
5600
6400
5300
5600
5600

Swimming Pool Lido Project
Tax / NI - Month 1 to 3 current year
Collett Festival Compere - Sponsor GFL
Collett Festival PA System 2006 & 2007
Twinning Presentation and Card - Misburg
Annual Revenue Grant Support
C/Park Play Equipment Repairs
War Memorial - Reclaim from MDC 106
War Memorial - Reclaim from MDC 106
Collett Festival - Presentations & Gifts
Collett Festival - Horse and Carriage
Collett Festival - Portable Toilet Hire
New Councillors Training Events x 3
Collett Park - Rodent Control
Twinning Presentation and Card - Oissel
Victorian Fountain Repairs
Repayment for Council Group Photographs
Civic Reception - Drinks
Civic Reception - Catering

£ 376,035.35
£
2,286.88
£
85.00
£
300.00
£
14.35
£
2,060.00
£
50.35
£
1,240.10
£
1,762.50
£
8.72
£
30.00
£
164.50
£
40.00
£
58.75
£
14.35
£
72.63
£
3.63
£
68.72
£
272.50
£ 386,068.33

6000/6005

Collett Park Ground Care Contract

£

2,511.22

5010
6020
5315
5200/6090
5160

Pension Scheme - Monthly Contribution
Collett Park - Waste Disposal
Monthly hosting of website
Insurance Premium
Broadband Subscription

£
£
£
£
£

511.63
51.95
70.50
362.99
19.99

£

3,528.28

Sub Total
Total =

1,500.00

£ 389,596.61

CONFIDENTIAL PAYMENTS
2266

Graham H Brown

5000

Town Clerk - July Salary 2007
Total

£
£

Grand Total

Date
10-May
11-Jun
13-Jun
13-Jun
20-Jun

Income
Bank Interest
Collett Festival 2007
HMCE
MDC
MDC

Code

Category of Income
Business Reserve Account
Nett Festival Proceeds - Cash
Vat Reclaim
Repayment - St Georges Flags
Repayment - War Memorial Works

Total Income =

Councillor C.F. Lockey
Chairman

Signature______________

Councillor J.D. Bartlett
Vice Chairman

Signature______________ Date___________

1,476.26
1,476.26

£ 391,072.87

Total Deposit
£
£
£
£
£
£

307.74
489.00
678.30
453.01
389.56
2,317.61

Date___________
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Shepton Mallet Town
Council held on 17 July 2007, in MDC Council Chamber,
Cannards Grave Road, Shepton Mallet.
Present: Chairman - Councillor Lockey
Cllrs Bartlett, Ellis, Gilham, Kinison, Lovell, Marsh J, Marsh T, Parham, Robinson M, Robinson S,
Shearn, Taylor A, and Taylor K.
10 members of the public and 1 member of the press were in attendance. The Chairman opened
the meeting, welcoming members and the general public. A brief was provided on Health & Safety
requirements including emergency evacuation and assembly point procedures.
A further brief was provided as to the use of the Induction Loop facility for users of hearing aids,
use of the microphones was emphasised and informed that the meeting would be audio-taped for
internal use only. Mobile telephones were requested to be switched off or to silent mode.
86. 07/08

Public Forum

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Margaret Robinson, seconded by Cllr Parham, by unanimous vote, that
the meeting be adjourned for the matter to be transacted.
Notes of the matters raised were recorded for internal use and action. Matters raised included the
Tesco Development, trees in the new retail park, Townsend road developments and the War
Memorial.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Margaret Robinson, seconded by Cllr Ellis by unanimous vote, that the
meeting now be brought back into session.
87. 07/08
Apologies for absence – Cllr Champion (family) and Cllr Inchley (Whitstone
Governors).
Resolve: that both these be noted.
88. 07/08

Members Declarations of Interests

Planning Application 054076/011PG29 Bowlish House - Cllr Bartlett declared a Personal and
Prejudicial Interest in the matter (close neighbour).
Resolve: that the above matters are noted and recorded.
89. 07/08

Chairman’s Announcements

The Vice-Chairman attended a reception with the High Sheriff on behalf of the Chairman. The
Chairman attended an activities & sports event at Millfiled and was particularly impressed by the
standard of competitive swimming. The will be a planning enforcement training session at 6.30
p.m. Wednesday 18th July. Nominations are required for a gathering of parish councillors in Mendip
District. Date of the event is to be advised.
90. 07/08

Minutes

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on the 3 July 2007 were considered for
accuracy and content. Cllr Gilham had given apologies but these had not been recorded. Cllr Ellis
stated he gave no reason for his wish to stand down from his Properties Portfolio office and asked
for the stared reason to be removed. Minute 81.07/08 f, it was noted that a comment was made
about scope for a possible future loft conversion, but there was no seconded proposal for any
condition being set, so this subject to condition should be removed.
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Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Margaret Robinson, Seconded by Cllr Parham, by unanimous vote that
the Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 3 July 2007 with the above amendments are
approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
91. 07/08

Matters Arising from the Minutes

Min 66a.07/08 Townsend Retail Development
A view was taken that SMTC should reply to Les Kimberley to say members are not happy with his
response and that pressure should be put on Tesco to tone down the bright colour. A counter view
was expressed that the matter was too late. There was no resolve.
Min 69.07/08 Sangraal Limited
Resolve: To go on agenda of meeting 7 August.
Min 79.07/08 Civic Hall / CATEC Project Meeting
Resolve: none beyond that in Minute 98.07/08 d
92. 07/08

Somerset County Council

Parish Emergency Plan – No requirement for this Council to produce but SCC hope consideration
to set up plan to build in resilience to cope in early stages of an emergency when existing
Emergency Services may be overwhelmed. Template Kit provided.
Resolve: that the matter is noted. A consultation date is to be set.
A37 Driver Awareness Courses - Being made available free of charge to residents, list of date
provided. SCC enquires if Council wants to arrange for a course to be held in our area.
Resolve: that the matter and dates are noted
South-West Regional Assembly: Councillor Stephen Robinson advised that this is to be scrapped
with powers devolved to existing councils.
Traffic Signs Charlton: There was unanimous commendation that these are now in place and that
PC Penny Freestone and other stakeholders are to be thanked for this.
Traffic at Charlton: Concern was expressed as to the number of traffic hold-ups there are. Is this
purely caused by the Townsend road block or is there a more general issue of volume of traffic.
Concern was expressed at the slow speed of the traffic lights cycle at the cross roads. It was
agreed that the filters work well.
General: Concern was expressed at the number of unnecessary signs on A37 and there were
requests for their removal.
93. 07/08

Mendip District Council

There was no report.
94. 07/08

Shepton 21 Regeneration Partnership

Cllr S Robinson had no report and Tanya Lawler did not attend.
Resolve: that Shepton 21 be told that an officer must attend SMTC once a month as agreed to
report on finance.

2

95. 07/08

Matters to be Noted

a)

Police
Newsletter June
2007

Newsletter received from District Commander, Somerset Eats, Chief
Superintendent Nikki Watson and available from TC Office.

b)

MDC Best Value
Plan

Performance Plan for 2007/08 published and available from TC Office
and CD also available via contact with Sandra Morris MDC 341312

c)

RUH / Bath NHS
Trust

Annual Report 2006/07 now available from TC Office

d)

SCC Pension
Fund

Annual Meeting to be held on Friday 14 September 2007 at 9.30am.
Details available from TC Offices.

e)

SCC A37 Action
Plan

Summary provided of the A37 safety Workshop and Action Plan
providing information gathered and points raised from the four main
workshop meetings

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Jeannette Marsh, Seconded by Cllr Margaret Robinson by unanimous
vote that the matters (a to e) are noted.
96. 07/08
a)

Planning Matters

A11106/003

Resolve;

b)

119648/001

Resolve;

c)

054076/011PG
29 Walsh

Resolve;

Spen Hill
Developments
Townsend
Shopping Park

Erection of non-ilumminated
operational signage (DEL)

Adverti’se
ment

Proposed by Cllr Parham, Seconded by Cllr Gilham, by 13 votes to
recommend Approval. There was 1 abstention
Mr T Masters
Land adjacent to
the Manor House,
Cornhill

Erection of two dwellings (DEL)
Full

Proposed by Cllr Gilham, Seconded by Cllr Shearn, by 10 votes for, 2
against and 2 abstentions, to recommend Approval. A condition was put
that the mounting stone in the wall Cornhill south side should not be
touched.
Mr B Jordon
Bowlish House
Bowlish

Felling of Cooper Beech covered by
TPO M1098 (DEL)

TPO
Felling

The Town Council had commissioned independent appraisal of the report
and tree. Paul Walsh, Mendip District Council tree officer, attended and
reported on the progress of the 8 weeks process required for this
application including sonic decay detection test which had identified the
tree was under severe stress caused by the unusual combination of 2
types of mature fungi at the base which ensured that the decay is
terminal. Paul therefore recommended felling. As the tree is under a TPO
that automatically means that it must be replaced by a new
planting.Members of the public were invited to ask questions. One
concern was expressed that re-planting in exact locations will be difficult
given the huge trunk with foundations underneath a tarmac car park. The
new tree would obvioulsly be planted as close to the felled one as
possible. A member of the public took the opportunity to ask the tree
officer about progress with the Tesco re-planting. The officer advised that
there ia s plan to re-plant 177 trees on the Tesco site timing dependent
on other works and the time of the year. Cllr Bartlett then left the
meeting.
Proposed by Cllr Ashley Taylor, Seconded by Cllr Margaret Robinson, by
12 votes for, 1 against to recommend Approval with the condition that replanting with another copper beach should be considered as a suitable
replacement.
Cllr Bartlett then rejoined the meeting.
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d)

119921/000
Rodzaj
Resolve;

e)

A11133/001
Taylor
Resolve;

f)

A11133/002
Taylor
Resolve;

g)

105941/047
Foster

Resolve;

97. 07/08
a.

Mr J Peabody
4 Field View

Single storey rear extension (DEL)

Full

Proposed by Cllr Ashley Taylor, Seconded by Cllr Margaret Robinson, by a
unanimous vote to recommend Approval.
Tesco Stores Ltd
Townsend

Erection of freestanding advertising
board (DEL)

Adverti’se
ment

Proposed by Cllr Gilham, Seconded by Cllr Parham, by 12 votes to
recommend Refusal as the plan did not suggest any differences for SMTC
to change from it previous position on this (that the sign is too large and
not in keeping with the area). There were 2 abstentions.
Tesco Stores Ltd
Townsend

Erection of freestanding advertising
board (DEL)

Adverti’se
ment

Proposed by Cllr Gilham, Seconded by Cllr Parham, by 12 votes to
recommend Refusal as the plan did not suggest any differences for SMTC
to change from it previous position on this (that the sign is too large and
not in keeping with the area). There were 2 abstentions.
Spenhill
Developments
Mendip Business
Park
Townsend

Installation of a mezzanine floor
internally for storage purposes (DEL)

Full

Proposed by Cllr Ashley Taylor, Seconded by Cllr Parham, by a unanimous
vote to recommend Approval.

Other Planning Matters

Public Art at Tesco – Nomination of representative to working party with other stakeholders
to oversee the process of procuring a small piece of public art. Cllr Bartlett is attending this
working party by own choice.

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Gilham, Seconded by Cllr Parham, by unanimous vote that Cllr Bartlett be
so nominated.
b.

Land 33-37 Allyn Saxon Drive – Erection of two semi detached dwellings. 15 May 2007
SMTC Recommended Approval, MDC Decision – Refusal.

c.

Brook House, Back Lane, Proposed felling of 3 Ash Trees – 17 April 2007 SMTC recommend
approval subject to MDC tree officer, MDC No Objection.

Resolve: that the matters (b & c) are noted.
98. 07/08

Portfolio Matters

Community & Leisure Portfolio – Cllr J. Marsh
a)

Christmas
Lighting
Resolve:

Agenda item from previous meeting. To resolve payment of precept
budget of £2,000 for this years scheme (note payment will be contra
against expenditure when incurred).
Proposed by Cllr Gilham, Seconded by Cllr Shearn, by a unanimous
that this payment be made.

Collett Park Portfolio – Cllr M. Robinson
b)

Contractors
Report
Resolve:

Quarterly Report for period April to July 2007 attached. There were no
questions for the contractor.
Proposed by Cllr Margaret Robinson, Seconded by Cllr Gilham, by a
unanimous that the report be accepted.
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c)

Play
Equipment

Resolve:

Independent Inspection Report received from Wicksteed Leisure. No
matters of high priority raised. Copy of report provided to contractor
with request for written response and pricing of works if deemed
necessary at this time.
Proposed by Cllr Margaret Robinson, Seconded by Cllr Lockey, by a
unanimous vote that the report be accepted.

Properties Portfolio – Cllr Champion
d)

Civic Hall / TC
Offices

Resolve:

To consider confirmation of Councils previous resolve for priority
provision of a Civic Hall and Offices to land at Commercial Road Car
Park / Old Market Road and to support the possible addition of CATEC
building / facility. There was considerable discussion during which
councillors were reminded that the addition of CATEC brought with it
the necessary funds to make such an amenity possible. Members were
also advised that contrary to previous suggestions the green area at
corner Old Market Road/Commercial Road will not be touched, the
whole site being accommodated in north end of Commercial Road car
park.
Proposed by Cllr Gilham, Seconded by Cllr Ellis, by 10 votes for, 3
against and 1 abstention that Councils previous resolve be confirmed.

Regeneration Portfolio – Cllr S. Robinson
e)

Community
Woodland

Resolve:

Steering Group meeting, chaired by Cllr Stephen Robinson, held
Thursday 5 July 2007, notes attached. Site meeting to take place
Thursday 19 July 2007 at 5pm to meet at the bottom of Goldhill.
Residents had raised concerns of scope got children to cause problems
for them. It was agreed that a screening hedgerow separating
woodland from houses would probably help with this. Apart from that
residents are in favour of the development. Once established
Somerset County Council will maintain it
To note progress only.

Administration – Cllr Parham
f)

External audit

Resolve:

99. 07/08

Audit of the Annual Return for Year Ending 31 March 2007 now fully
complete. Accounts approved and matters to be reported (letter
attached) relate to Financial Accounting Procedures for the
Trusteeships of the Shepton Mallet Recreation Ground Trust and the
War Memorial Charity only. Matters already considered by Council and
being actioned. Internal Auditor advised of matters relating to his
undertakings. It was suggested that the park should have a separate
bank account. This would not preclude the payments for the park
retaining VAT benefits with payments through the Town Council.
Proposed by Cllr Parham, Seconded by Cllr Shearn, by a unanimous
that the discussion should be deferred until Town Clerk is available to
contribute to the discussion.

Agenda Matters for the Next Meeting

Sangraal
The next meeting is to be held on Tuesday 7 August 2007 at 7pm.
The Chairman thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting.
Cllr C.F. Lockey
Chairman

Signature_____________
_____/_____/_2007
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Shepton Mallet Town
Council held on 7 August 2007, in MDC Council Chamber,
Cannards Grave Road, Shepton Mallet.
Present: Chairman - Councillor Lockey
Cllrs Bartlett, Ellis, Gilham, Inchley, Kinison, Marsh J, Marsh T, Parham, Shearn and Taylor A.
Thirteen members of the public and two members of the press were in attendance. The Chairman
opened the meeting, welcoming members and the general public. A brief was provided on Health &
Safety requirements including emergency evacuation and assembly point procedures.
A further brief was provided as to the use of the Induction Loop facility for users of hearing aids,
use of the microphones was emphasised and informed that the meeting would be audio-taped for
internal use only. Mobile telephones were requested to be switched off or to silent mode.
100. 07/08 Public Forum
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Ellis, Seconded by Cllr Gilham, by unanimous vote, that the meeting be
adjourned for the matter to be transacted.
Notes of the matters raised were recorded for internal use and action. Matters raised included
Tesco Retailing, Town Centre Retailing, Cannards Grave Old Railway Bridge, the Cenotaph, the Fire
Station planned portacabin and Coombe Lane planning application.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Bartlett, Seconded by Cllr Parham, by unanimous vote that the meeting
now be brought back into session.
101. 07/08 Apologies for absence – Cllrs Champion (family), Lovell (family), Robinson M and
Robinson S (family) and Taylor K, (family).
Resolve: that the matter is noted.
102. 07/08 Members Declarations of Interests
Planning Application 104850/007 Coombe Farm, Cllrs Lockey and Inchley both declared a
Personal and Prejudicial Interest in the matter and would leave the meeting at the appropriate
point. Cllr Lockey wished to present the matter prior to him leaving the meeting.
Goldhill Community Woodland, Cllr Inchley declared a Personal and Non-Prejudicial Interest in
the matter.
Waterloo Road Pedestrian Safety, Cllr Inchley declared a Personal and Non-Prejudicial Interest
in the matter.
War Memorial, Cllr Ellis declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in the matter and would leave
the meeting at the appropriate point.
Resolve: that the above matters are noted and recorded.
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr Parham, Seconded by Cllr Bartlett by unanimous vote, that all Cllrs
declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in the Shepton Mallet Recreation Ground Trust (Collett
Park) and the Shepton Mallet War Memorial due to being Trustees of both charities as per
dispensation afforded by the Standards Committee for the life of the current Council. The Clerk is
to record this same resolve at any future meetings where either the Shepton Mallet Recreation
Ground Trust (Collett Park) and/or the Shepton Mallet War Memorial are to be considered.
103. 07/08 Chairman’s Announcements – The Chairman informed that urgent items due to the
pending summer recess would be included within the meetings agenda at the relevant point as
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follows, proposed extension of the Conservation Area, Collett Park Rodent Controls and the
Councils bank accounts.
104. 07/08 Minutes
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on the 17 July 2007 were considered for
accuracy and content.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Parham, Seconded by Cllr Kinison by unanimous vote, that the Minutes
of the Town Council Meeting held on 17 July 2007 be approved as a true record and signed by the
Chairman.
105. 07/08 Matters Arising from the Minutes
Min 98e 07/08 Goldhill Community Woodland – Members previously provided with a copy of
the notes taken from a site meeting held on the 17 July 2007. SCC Phil Stone further advised that
the revised plan had now been submitted to the Duchy of Cornwall to progress grant funding
application. It was confirmed that the only financial liability on behalf of the Town Council was to
provide ongoing maintenance to the footways through the new woodland.
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr Parham, Seconded by Cllr Gilham by a unanimous vote that the notes of
the site meeting held on the 17 July 2007 are accepted.
Min. 92 07/08 – Charlton Road Weight Restriction – Several members raised ongoing concern
as to HGV flaunting the restriction order, through this Town Centre and considered it an accident
waiting to happen especially where the road narrows to single carriageway. Concern was also
raised that the proposed pedestrian crossing in Charlton Road appeared to be making no further
progress and the 90 days delivery timescale had now expired. It was requested that the Council
chase Somerset County Council on the matter.
Resolve: that SCC and the CC Ward Member is chased for an update to the proposed pedestrian
crossing.
Min 69 07/08 - Sangraal Limited / Collett Park Security – No further information had been
received from Sangraal. The Clerk confirmed that discussions with the police were progressing and
numerous incidents had been reported since the presentation by Sangraal. It was expected that
the District Police Inspector would attend the September meeting of Council. Members considered
no further action with Sangraal at this time but that Trading Standards should be requested to
undertake an undercover surveillance investigation into the alleged selling of alcohol to underage
persons by an unspecified retailer in the Town. It was noted that the Police had made recent
arrests in this matter and also in respect of damage in Collett Park.
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr Marsh J, Seconded by Cllr Parham by a vote of 9 For and 2 Against that
the matter is deferred until the September meeting of Council.
Min 98 07/08f External Audit – Following the Report received from the External Audit following
their audit of the Annual return for the Year Ending 31 March 2006 the Clerk confirmed that all
action points were now in progress which also included opening of a bank account specifically for
Collett Park income as previously resolved by Council.
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr Parham, Seconded by Cllr Inchley, by a unanimous vote that the
certified audit of the Annual Return and supporting letter received following the external audit by
Moore Stephens for the Year Ending 31 March 2007 is noted and that the recommended action
points are being progressed.
106. 07/08 Somerset County Council – Notification had been received to the Unitary bid which
had been rejected by Central Government. The Mendip Area Working Panel had provided an open
invitation and dates / times of their next schedule of meeting s.
Resolve: that the matter is noted.
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107. 07/08 Mendip District Council – Nothing to report
108. 07/08 Shepton 21 Regeneration Partnership
Notice of the resignation of Paul Frampton (Chairman) and Tanya Lawler were received. Members
wished to thank Mr Paul Frampton for all his time, input and work done for the Town. Partial
report received regarding the CATEC project and a financial statement for Shepton 21 from March
to July 2007 was received. Some concern was raised as to where Shepton 21 would go from here,
the progress made to date, the lack of update and reporting to Council and that a representative
had not regularly attended meetings of the Town Council as previously agreed. Concern also that
the Town Council was continuing to fund administration support even though the resignations had
been received. Current and future payments were also considered and a vote to with-hold
outstanding payments was lost.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Parham, Seconded by Cllr Ellis by a vote of 8 For and 3 Against, that
Mr Paul Frampton is thanked for his efforts on behalf of the Town and that Guy Braga MDC and a
representative from Shepton 21 is to attend the September meeting of Council to inform their
exaction position and intentions. Subject to non-compliance or an unsatisfactory outcome the
final September financial instalment of revenue support may need review.
109. 07/08 Matters to be Noted
a)

Twinning Civic
Reception

Letter of thanks for the Civic Reception with comments of good
organisation and apt gift. Special thanks to Cllrs J Marsh and Bartlett.

b)

Road Closure

Easton Lane, Evercreech (Elbow Corner Lane) will be closed on 13
August for two weeks to allow resurfacing works.

c)

Road Closure –
A371

Wells Road from Bowlish Infants School to the sewerage works closed
on 20 August for ten weeks to allow kerbing and footway works.

d)

Road Closure

Gaol Lane closed on 20 August for five days to enable BT duct laying.

e)

Code of Conduct
Dispensation

Notice of dispensation to all members of the Council for their current
term of office to speak and vote on all matters relating to the
Shepton Mallet Recreation Ground Trust (Collett Park) and the
Shepton Mallet War Memorial Trust received from Vivienne Pay on
behalf of MDC Standards Committee.

f)

HGV Traffic

SCC request to be informed if we observe any increase in HGV traffic
through the Town in the coming months due to an experimental TRO
by North Somerset which they objected to but will run for between
six and eighteen months on the A368 and B3134.

g)

Twinning
Association

Minutes of their meeting held on the 2 July available from SMTC
office if required.

h)

Economic
Strategy for
Mendip Area

Both the Strategy and Action Plan documents adopted by the Mendip
Strategic Partnership in May 2007 provide a vision for the economy
and realistic aspiration over the next five years. Copies available
from Information Points and via their website.

i)

Townsend retail
development

Street naming of “Townsend Shopping Park” has been forwarded by
MDC to Royal Mail for their approval.

j)

Mendip CAB

Annual General Meeting to be held in Wells Town Hall on Monday 13
August 2007 at 6.30pm. Annual Report and Accounts for 2006/2007
held in SMTC Office.

Resolve: that the above matters (a-j) are noted.
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110. 07/08 Planning Matters
a)

118085/008

Resolve;

b)

118085/007

Resolve;

c)

118085/009

Resolve;

d)

A11133/003

Resolve;

e)

A11133/000

Resolve;

f)

108355/008
Resolve;

g)

108355/009
Resolve;

h)

012580/034

Resolve;

Spen Hill
Developments
Unit 3, Townsend
Shopping Park

Installation of storage mazzanine and
associated works (DEL).

Full

Proposed by Cllr Taylor A, Seconded by Cllr Ellis by unanimous vote to
recommend Approval.
Spen Hill
Developments
Townsend
Shopping Park

Variation on condition 44 on permission
118085/004 to vary time period for
submission of details of public art
(DEL).

Variat’
of
Condition’s

The Planning Chairman raised concern that no-where within the
documentation supplied was there a current or proposed timescale for
consideration.
Proposed by Cllr Gilham, Seconded by Cllr Lockey by unanimous vote to
recommend Approval subject to timescale for completion to be within 3
months of the opening of Townsend Shopping Park.
Argos Ltd
Unit 1, Townsend
Shopping Park

Installation of external condensers and
louvres (DEL).

Full

Concern was raised as to possible noise pollution to the adjoining
residential development.
Proposed by Cllr Lockey, Seconded by Cllr Inchley by a vote of 10 For and
1 Abstention to recommend Approval subject to full complience with
acceptable noise attenuation limits and that the extended development
does not require removal of any existing trees.
Boots The
Chemist, Unit 2A
Townsend
Shopping Park

Erection
(DEL).

of

non-illuminated

sinage

Advert’
mt

Proposed by Cllr Ellis, Seconded by Cllr Inchley by a vote of 8 For and 3
Abstentions to recommend Approval.
Spen Hill
Developments
Townsend
Shopping Park

Erection of Totem Sign – Request for
re-consultation with Council as they
understand there has been cause of
confusion as to exact location.

Advert’
mt

Proposed by Cllr Taylor A, Seconded by Cllr Inchley by a vote of 5 For, 5
Against and 1 Abstention with the Chairman providing his casting vote to
recommend Approval.
Mrs Mitchard
17 Town Street

Alterations to shop front (DEL).

Full

Proposed by Cllr Taylor A, Seconded by Cllr Inchley by a vote of 10 For
and 1 Abstention to recommend Approval.
Mrs Mitchard
17 Town Street

Alterations to shop front (DEL).

Listed
Buildi’g

Proposed by Cllr Taylor A, Seconded by Cllr Inchley by a vote of 10 For
and 1 Abstention to recommend Approval.
Bridgeman Ltd
Land west of 1416 High Street

Demolition of existing buildings and
erection of replacement building to
form office accpmodation (DEL).

Full

Proposed by Cllr Lockey, Seconded by Cllr Bartlett by a vote of 6 For, 2
Against and 3 Abstentions to recommend Approval.
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i)

012580/033

Resolve;
j)

119835/000
Resolve;

k)

104850/007

Resolve;

l)

116101/001

Resolve;

Bridgeman Ltd
Land west of 1416 High Street

Demolition of existing buildings and
erection of replacement building to
form office accpmodation (DEL).

Cons’vt
Area

Proposed by Cllr Lockey, Seconded by Cllr Bartlett by a vote of 6 For, 2
Against and 3 Abstentions to recommend Approval.
Mr & Mrs Whittet
9 Lockey Road

Loft conversion / additional of two
bedrooms (DEL).

Full

Proposed by Cllr Gilham, Seconded by Cllr Taylor A, by a a vote of 10 For
and 1 Against to recommend Approval.
Mr J.R. Bailey
Coombe Farm,
Coombe Lane

Erection of 5 dwellings (DEL)

Full

Cllr Inchley then left the meeting.
Representation against the proposals had been previously made in public
forum. Cllr Lockey raised concern regarding the steepness of the site, that
deep excavations would have to take place with existing dwellings in
Willow Drive being left high on an exposed steep bank which he
considered could be destabilised by such works. There was also problems
with access from Coombe Lane both with congestion and entrance sight
lines. The previous adjoining development had never been fully completed
in respect of landscaping and the proposed site known as agricultural land
was just a mass of rubble. He considered the application should be
refused for the mentioned reasons and that the applicant be made to fully
complete the previous development and conditions. Cllr Lockey then left
the meeting. Members then raised concerns as to site access, overdevelopment, chimneys omitting fumes / smoke directly into existing
dwelling above the site. There would also be a loss of existing trees. A
vote to receommend approval was lost.
Proposed by Cllr Parham, Seconded by Cllr Marsh J, by a vote of 7 For
and 2 Against to recommend Refusal on the grounds of overdevelopment,
inadequate access and if any development was to proceed conditions
should be set to ensure no open coal or solid fuel fired appliances.
Cllrs Inchley and Lockey then rejoined the meeting.
Mrs Allen
1 Lower
Downside Farm
Cottage,
Downside

Erection of a PVCu conservatory to the
side of the property (DEL).

Full

Proposed by Cllr Taylor A, Seconded by Cllr Ellis by a vote of 10 For and 1
Against to recommend Refusal. Do not wish to see development to the
front of the building. A further application to a sympathetic proposal to
the side of the property may well receive favourable consideration.

111. 07/08 Other Planning Matters
a.

Townsend Retail Park – Answers to various issues provided by Dam Bramwell following
matters being raised at a recent meeting.

b.

Bellway Homes – Land at Hitchen Lane – SMTC Recommended Refusal, MDC Granted.

c.

Field Farm Estate – MDC confirm of the total number of dwellings to be provided 22% are to
be designated as affordable dwellings. Of the 240 dwellings already approved, 53 are secured
as affordable homes and there is one small phase still to be submitted.

d.

Planning Application 105605/003 HSBC Bank, 13 High Street – SMTC had recommend
approval of the application to provide DDA access on the 3 July 2007 but MDC had refused
permission for reasons stated.

Resolve; Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr Parham, by unanimous vote, that the above
matters (a-d) are noted.
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e.

Expansion of the Conservation Area
Paul Tomlinson MDC, following a recent presentation to Council requested Council resolve to
the proposals. A presentation had been provided and detailed information had been held since
the presentation for further review by Members in the Council offices.

Resolve; Proposed by Cllr Lockey, Seconded by Cllr Bartlett, by a vote of 10 For and 1
Abstention that the proposals by MDC to the Expansion of the Conservation Area in the Town are
accepted.
112. 07/08 Portfolio Matters
Community & Leisure Portfolio – Cllr J. Marsh
a)

b)

CCTV
Contribution

Invoice received from MDC with 4.5% increase for inflation. SMTC
precept estimate was 3%. To resolve additional expenditure of £93.60
to be taken for contingencies. Invitations were also received for any
interested Cllrs to attend a familiarisation visit to the control room on
any Thursday evening in August from the 9th to the 30 th, starting at
7pm until 8.30pm.

Resolve;

Proposed by Cllr Shearn, Seconded by Cllr Lockey, by a vote of 10 For
and 1 Abstention that the additional expenditure of £93.60 for this
years CCTV contribution is approved with monies being transferred
from the contingencies budget heading.

Pedestrian
Safety –
Waterloo Road

Resident of Waterloo Road writes to Council raising concerns of HGV
and other traffic speeding within Waterloo Road and enquiring why the
20mph zone has not been instigated. Requesting action to slow traffic
down and to discourage HGV from using this highway.

Resolve;

The Chairman re-affirmed that the Council had been chasing both SCC
and the Police on this matter for some long period. It was unfortunate
this school had been omitted from the safe Route to Schools scheme
which was not now current policy of SCC. He considered that a chicane
and mobile advisory camera should be installed. One member raised
concern that the Town Council part funded the school crossing patrol
and that the SCC could be classed as negligent by not providing
flashing warning lights. It was considered that SCC should be
requested to undertake a safety audit around the school and to inform
what they intend to do about the problem and timescale for
completion. It was felt this should include some control of traffic speed,
flashing warning lights and reactive warning signs.
Proposed by Cllr Parham, Seconded by Cllr Lockey, by a unanimous
vote that the Town Council write to SCC requesting a priority safety
audit and the installation of speed control measures, reactive signage,
part time flashing lights and a proposed timescale for the work to be
completed. Copies of the correspondence are to be sent to Cllr
Robinson S, Waterloo Road School, Somerset Road Safety Partnership
and any other interested parties.

Collett Park Portfolio – Cllr M. Robinson
c)

Water /
Sewerage
Rates

Resolve;
d)

Incidents

Invoice received for Jan to June 2007 outside of expectations.
Contractor requested to provide details of his weekly readings.
Possibility that this budget heading will be breached.
The Clerk confirmed that the Parks Contractor had omitted to take
readings but had now reinstated and at the same time offered to pay
any surplus due to the omission. However the Clerk recommended that
this be placed on hold pending the next 6 monthly invoice.
That the matter is noted.
Contractor reported incidents over the weekend 28/29July whereby one
litter bin ripped from its base, fire set in shelter with graffiti to roof.
Images taken and incident reported to the police.
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Resolve;

e)

The Clerk reported that since the above period numerous other minor
incidents had occurred all of which had been reported to the police. The
fire service had been called on several occassions. Digital images of the
damage caused were shown to members. Meetings had taken place
with the PCSOs and discussions with the beat officer. It was expected
that the District Inspector would attend September meeting of Council.
That the reported incidents within Collett Park are noted with much
concern and considered further when the Police District Inspector
attended the September meeting of Council.

Rodent Control

The Clerk informed problems with rodent infestation to the islands
upon the lake within Collett Park. The control contractor had now
carried out three visits in the last two months and still numerous
sightings and complaints were being received. The Clerk had
undertaken a combined site visit with the rodent contractor the
outcome of which was that control of rodents in this location could only
be achieved by construction of concrete edgings to the islands all
around the perimeter or that the islands were removed. Options such
as a ban on or signage to deter feeding of the ducks etc were deemed
not practical.

Resolve;

Proposed by Cllr Marsh J, Seconded by Cllr Bartlett, by a unanimous
vote that the complaints and possible problems are noted, with the
assistance of the media, views are to be obtained from the community
as to the two proposals or indeed any further ideas as to how to solve
the situation for the long term. Mean while budget prices are to be
obtained for the two current proposals and when received the matter is
to receive further consideration by Council.

Properties Portfolio – Cllr Champion
f)

War Memorial

Resolve;

Resolve;

Response correspondence received from Jenny Chesher of English
Heritage, South West Region. (copy attached)
All members had been provided with the written response from English
Heritage with their agenda. Cllr Bartlett proposed that a site meeting
be held with SCC, MDC, English Heritage and the Town Council at the
War Memorial, but no vote was taken, however the majority of
members considered that the details received from English Heritage
implied that they would possibly not support the demolition / relocation
of the structure. Several members of the public informed their
understanding of the English Heritage response to imply that English
Heritage would not support the proposed relocation of the structure.
The Clerk informed that he was of the understanding that a landscape
plan for the area around the existing structure had been “walked by”
parties such as Somerset Highway, Somerset County Council and other
parties such as the Friends of the War Memorial and had received a
consensus of approval. The Tesco development site manager had
indicated that he would provide a copy of the proposed plan for this
meeting but unfortunately this had not been received. Cllr Ellis
appraised the contents of the English Heritage letter and informed
members of the remit off English heritage which was with conservation
of historical buildings rather than the safety aspect of the structures
position or the surrounding areas.
Cllr Ellis then left the meeting.
Proposed by Cllr Lockey, Seconded by Cllr Parham, by a vote of 8 For,
2 Against and 1 Abstention that the War Memorial remains in its
current position and to ensure that acceptable landscaping around the
area of the War Memorial is completed as soon as possible.
Cllr Ellis then rejoined the meeting.
Proposed by Cllr Parham, Seconded by Cllr Taylor A, by a vote of 7 For
and 4 Abstentions that the Clerk advise all members when a draft
landscape plan of the area around the War Memorial is received and
available for view within the Town Council offices and executive
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authority is afforded to the Chairman, The Vice-Chairman and
Properties Portfolio Holder to consider and resolve the landscape plan if
required during the Council recess period and then to report to Council
at the next scheduled meeting.
Administration – Cllr Parham
g)

United
Charities
Resolve;

h)

Twinning
Association
missing
Display
Cabinet
Resolve;

i)

SALC Update

Resolve;

j)

Internet
Security
Software
Resolve;

Request for one nomination from a member of the Council due to a
vacancy arising from a resignation.
Proposed by Cllr Bartlett, Seconded by Cllr Gilham, by a unanimous
vote that Cllr Marsh T, is nominated for membership of United
Charities.
Letter received from the Twinning Association seeking clarification as to
where matters progress from here given correspondence from both the
Council and Quadron. The Clerk informed progress that Quadron had
now made an unknown offer to the Twinning Association.
Proposed by Cllr Marsh J, Seconded by Cllr Inchley, by a unanimous
vote that the matter is noted and that the Council require the matter to
be fully completed to the satisfaction of all parties within one calendar
month.
Items of Interest to Cllrs and Clerks (July 2007) available from SMTC
Office. Request also to support SALC in consultation of the “Planning
White Paper”. SALC suggests writing a letter, with draft contents, to
the Secretary of State before the closure date of 17 August 2007.
Proposed by Cllr Parham, Seconded by Cllr Lockey, by a unanimous
vote that recommendations made by SALC are supported and that the
Council send a letter to the Secretary of State with contents as drafted
by SALC are included within the July 2007 update.
Subscription due for renewal 16 August 2007 at cost of £50.82.
Following research the Clerk has purchased a new 2007 3xuser license
for £36.14 from Amazon UK and to resolve repayment.
Proposed by Cllr Gilham, Seconded by Cllr Lockey, by a unanimous
vote that purchase of Internet Security software at a cost of £36.14
with repayment to the Clerk is approved.

113. 07/08 Finance – Approval of Accounts for Payment by Cheque, Direct Debit, Confidential
Salary Payments and Income for August as per Appendix “A” attached to the agenda.
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr Lockey, Seconded by Cllr Parham, by a vote of 9 For and 2 Against, that
payments made by Cheque, Direct Debit, Confidential Payments and Income received for August
2007 as per Appendix “A” attached to these Minutes, be approved.
114. 07/08 Amendments to Bank Accounts –
Due to changes in the accounting software the facility for forecasting monthly cash-flow had been
removed. The Clerk and Portfolio Holder had liaised with the Councils bankers and recommend
change to automated balancing of the current account while maximising the interest in the
business account. This could be achieved for an annual charge of £50 which was considered
would be fully off-set by addition interest being generated.
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr Gilham, Seconded by Cllr Lockey, by a vote of 10 For and 1 Abstention
that approval is provided to the Councils bankers Lloyds TSB to set up an auto balance transfer
between the existing current and business accounts at an annual charge of £50.
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115. 07/08 Agenda Matters for the Next Meeting
Executive Meeting (Recess - Planning and Priority matters only) – Tuesday 21 August 2007 at
7pm in SMTC Offices.
Resolve; that an Executive Meeting would be held as stated above, and that any members
available would attend.
The Chairman thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 9.50pm.
Cllr C.F. Lockey
Chairman

Signature_____________
_____/_____/_2007
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A P P E N D I X
Cheque
No
2285
2285
2286
2288
2289
2290
2291
2292
2293

Payee

Code

Quadron Services Limited
Quadron Services Limited
Shepton 21 Regeneration
Partnership
Albino Builders Ltd
Moore Stephens Accountants
Mendip District Council
Wicksteed Leisure
All Tree Services
G H Brown

Payments by Direct Debit
28/6/07
Quadron Services Limited
28/6/07
Somerset County Council
2/7/07
Veolia ES UK Ltd
2/7/07
Market Towns
3/7/07
CGU Bonus
16/7/07
BT
19/7/07
Plusnet Tech Ltd

“ A ”
Total
Payment

Goods Supplied

6030
6080
6530

Collett Park - Bird Food
Holmes - Memorial Seat
Revenue support for administration

£
£
£

98.32
838.95
1,500.00

6040
5040
6480
6090
6065
5310

Collett Park Walling Repairs - Insurance Clm
External Audit - 2006/2007
CCTV Annual Contribution
Play Equipment Inspection
Collett Park Tree Works
Anti-Virus Software - Repayment

£
£
£
£
£
£
£

1,900.56
646.25
6,428.60
94.00
3,231.25
36.14
14,774.07

6000/6005
5010
6020
5315
5200/6090
5160
5160

Collett Park Ground Care Contract
Pension Contributions
Collett Park - Waste Disposal
Monthly hosting of website
Insurance Premium
Office Lines and Calls
Broadband Subscription

£
£
£
£
£
£
£

2,604.14
511.63
36.57
70.50
362.99
106.70
19.99

Sub Total

£

3,712.52

Total =

£

18,486.59

£

1,476.26

Total

£

1,476.26

Grand Total

£

19,962.85

CONFIDENTIAL PAYMENTS
2287

Date
3-Jul
11-Jun
18-Jul

25-Jul
25-Jul

Graham H Brown

Income
Mrs Blance
Bank Interest
MDC
Thompson
Norwich Union

5000

Code
4400

Town Clerk - August Salary 2007

Total
Deposit

Category of Income
Collett Festival Income
Business Account - Monthly
Repayment for War Memorial Works
Allotment Rent
Insurance Claim - Collett Park Walling

Total Income =

Councillor C.F. Lockey
Chairman

Signature______________

Councillor J.D. Bartlett
Vice Chairman

Signature______________ Date___________

£
£
£
£
£
£

6.00
1,189.97
2,555.40
12.50
1,367.50
5,131.37

Date___________
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Shepton Mallet Town
Council held on 21 August 2007, in MDC Council
Chamber, Cannards Grave Road, Shepton Mallet.
Present: Chairman - Councillor Lockey
Cllrs Bartlett, Ellis, Kinison, Lovell, Marsh T, Parham, Shearn and Taylor A.
No members of the public or the press were in attendance. The Chairman opened the meeting,
welcoming members.
116. 07/08 Public Forum – None required
117. 07/08 Apologies for absence – Cllrs Champion (family), Inchley (family), Robinson M,
Robinson S (both family) and Taylor K, (family). It was noted that this meeting was held within
the Council’s summer recess period.
Resolve: that the matter is noted.
118. 07/08 Members Declarations of Interests – None declared
119. 07/08 Planning Matters
a)

12580/035

Resolve;

b)

12580/036

Resolve;

c)

067622/008

Resolve;

d)

067622/009

Resolve;

e)

107130/003

Bridgeman Ltd
Land to rear of 16
High Street

Demolition of existing building and
erection of replacement building to
form office accomodation (DEL)

Full

Proposed by Cllr Ellis, Seconded by Cllr Lockey by unanimous vote to
recommend Approval.
Bridgeman Ltd
Land to rear of 16
High Street

Demolition of existing building and
erection of replacement office building
(DEL)

LBC
Demolit’
ion

Proposed by Cllr Ellis, Seconded by Cllr Lockey by unanimous vote to
recommend Approval.
Mendip District
Council
65 High Street

Relocation of existing CCTV camera
from nearby column to adjacent
building (BOARD)

LBCAlter
Extend

Proposed by Cllr Ellis, Seconded by Cllr Lockey by unanimous vote to
recommend Approval.
Mendip District
Council
65 High Street

Relocation of existing CCTV camera
from column to adjacent building
(BOARD)

Full

Proposed by Cllr Ellis, Seconded by Cllr Lockey by unanimous vote to
recommend Approval.
Mr C Haines,
Royal Mail Group
Property
1 Town Street

Refurbishment of internal space to
disused Post Office counters to a
Calling Office. (Summary of internal
alterations, alterations to front windows
and new sign board provided)

Full
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Resolve;

f)

107130/004

Resolve;

g)

107130/005

Resolve;

Proposed by Cllr Ellis, Seconded by Cllr Lovell by unanimous vote to
recommend Approval. The applicant should be encouraged to include
pidgeon protection to ledges and cills on the building frontage for future
protection of the building and the environment. This is a problem area.
Mr C Haines,
Royal Mail Group
Property
1 Town Street

Refurbishment
Post
Office
façade
(Summary of internal alterations,
alterations new sign boards provided)

Advert’
isment

Proposed by Cllr Ellis, Seconded by Cllr Lovell by unanimous vote to
recommend Approval. The applicant should be encouraged to include
pidgeon protection to ledges and cills on the building frontage for future
protection of the building and the environment. This is a problem area.
Mr C Haines,
Royal Mail Group
Property
1 Town Street

Refurbishment of internal space to
disused Post Office counters to a
Calling Office. (Summary of internal
alterations, alterations to front windows
and new sign board provided)

LBCAlter
Extend

Proposed by Cllr Ellis, Seconded by Cllr Lovell by unanimous vote to
recommend Approval. The applicant should be encouraged to include
pidgeon protection to ledges and cills on the building frontage for future
protection of the building and the environment. This is a problem area.

120. 07/08 Other Planning Matters
a.

118085/004 – Townsend Shopping Park – Variation of time scale for completion of
Public Art. SMTC Resolved 3 months from date of opening, new information that they
required 6 months due to procurement procedures and public consultation. MDC apologise for
not copying this information in the first instance. To consider review and resolve in the
matter.

Resolve; Proposed by Cllr Parham, Seconded by Cllr Bartlett by a unanimous vote that following
receipt of further information the previous resolve is amended to allow provision of 6 months time
scale condition for completion of the Public Art following the opening of the Townsend Shopping
Park.
b.

Shepton Mallet Road Closure Proposals – Consultation to this year’s proposed order for
the Carnival to be returned to MDC by the 31 August 2007.

Resolve; Proposed by Cllr Ellis, Seconded by Cllr Parham by a unanimous vote that the matter is
noted and supported.
A general discussion then took place on general planning matters and procedures.
The Chairman thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 7.35pm.
Cllr C.F. Lockey
Chairman

Signature_____________
_____/_____/_2007
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Formatted: Justified

Minutes of the Meeting of the Shepton Mallet Town Council held on 4
September 2007, in MDC Council Chamber, Cannards Grave Road, Shepton
Mallet.
Present: Chairman - Councillor Lockey
Cllrs Bartlett, Ellis, Inchley, Kinison, Lovell, Marsh J, Marsh T, Parham, Robinson S, Shearn, Taylor A
and
Taylor
K.
Police Inspector Ray Hulin, Beat Officer PC Steve Hubbard. Zena Pollard (Shepton 21).
Seven members of the public and one member of the press were in attendance. The Chairman opened
the meeting, welcoming members and the general public. A brief was provided on Health & Safety
requirements including emergency evacuation and assembly point procedures.
A further brief was provided as to the use of the Induction Loop facility for users of hearing aids, use of
the microphones was emphasised and informed that the meeting would be audio-taped for internal use
only. Mobile telephones were requested to be switched off or to silent mode.
121. 07/08 Public Forum
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Lovell, Seconded by Cllr Ellis, by unanimous vote, that the meeting be
adjourned for the matter to be transacted.
Notes of the matters raised were recorded for internal use and action. Matters raised included Police
enforcement, vandalism, lack of provision for Youth within the Town such as Youth Clubs, relocation
and retention of the Old Railway Station building, concern at the level of criticism levied at Shepton 21
Regeneration Group, the Civic Hall and CATEC projects.
Police Update – Police Beat Officer Steve Hubbard provided a report of current stats which showed a
continued reduction is crime. He also introduced the Sector Inspector Ray Hulin who provided his
personal ethos to local policing and his methodology on working proactively. He was aware of the
issues within Collett Park and confirmed that substantial resources had been assigned during the
month of August which included some 112 patrols through the park. A number of Acceptable
Behaviour Orders (ABCs) had been issued and dozens of letter sent to parents. The Inspector then
undertook a question and answer session with both Cllrs and the Public. He took on board points
raised as to police officers should dismount from their vehicles when reviewing areas of the Market
Place and Park Road. He also confirmed that Sgt James Waugh was based at Shepton Mallet.
The Chairman thanked both Police Officers for their attendance, their reports and information. It was
nice to see the police attend meetings of the Council which he considered provided a most valuable
link and hoped to see this continue.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Lovell, Seconded by Cllr Taylor A, by unanimous vote that the meeting now
be brought back into session. Both Police Officers then left the meeting.
122. 07/08 Apologies for absence – Cllrs Champion (family), Gilham, Parham (family) and
Robinson M (family).
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley that the apologies are accepted.
123. 07/08 Members Declarations of Interests
All Cllrs declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in the Shepton Mallet Recreation Ground Trust
(Collett Park) due to being Trustees of the Charity as per dispensation afforded by the Standards
Committee for the life of the current Council.
Cllr Marsh J, declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in HM Prison due to her employment and also
Financial Accounts due to her partners payment for Clock Duties and repayment for Civic Reception
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goods.
Cllr Marsh T, declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in HM Prison due to his partners employment
and also Financial Accounts due to payment for Clock Duties and repayment for Civic Reception goods.
Cllr Taylor A and T both declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in Planning Application for 6 Alfred
Crescent
due
to
this
being
their
property
and
residence.
Cllr Ellis declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in Planning Application for Station Road Yard Area
due to his parents owning the adjacent industrial units.
Resolve: that the above matters are noted and recorded.
124. 07/08 Chairman’s Announcements – The Chairman reported that he had attended the MidSomerset Show which was very good although muddy under foot and that he particularily enjoyed the
dog show. The Council had also received a letter via the Park Keeper from a member of the community
who had over a period of time provided gifts of plants and flowers for the park. He considered that the
Council should write a thank you letter to the resident in question which was fully endorsed by all
members present.
125.

07/08

Minutes

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on the 7 and the 21 August 2007 were considered
for accuracy and content. Some concern was raised as to a further proposal made to Min 112/08
regarding the War Memorial. Cllr Bartlett considered that her proposal had been seconded by Cllr
Marsh J but that no vote had been taken. The Clerk confirmed the audio tape only recorded Cllrs
Bartlett’s proposal but no Seconder. The Clerk reaffirmed that unless the microphones were used no
voice would be recorded and also confirmed that Cllr Bartlett had already reviewed the audio
recording.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr Lockey by a vote of 9 For and 3 Abstentions, that
the Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 7 August 2007 with additional amendment to Min
112.08 to read “Cllr Bartlett proposed that a site meeting be held with SCC, MDC, English Heritage and
the Town Council at the War Memorial, but that no vote was taken”. With the amendment included the
Minutes were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Kinison, Seconded by Cllr Lovell by a vote of 7 For and 5 Abstentions, that
the Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 21 August 2007 be approved as a true record and
signed by the Chairman.
126. 07/08 Matters Arising from the Minutes – No matters were raised to the Minutes of the 7
and the 21 August 2007.
127. 07/08 Somerset County Council – Cllr Robinson S confirmed that as with other Councils the
August recess had mean’t little progress. He was still awaiting response and email replies to various
matters being chased with Somerset Highways.
Resolve: that the matter is noted.
128. 07/08 Mendip District Council – Cllr Robinson S informed that there was nothing to report.
Resolve: that the matter is noted.
129. 07/08 Shepton 21 Regeneration Partnership
Draft minutes of the Meeting held on 30 July 2007 and the notes of the latest CATEC report were
provided to all members. Cllr Robinson S requested that this matter be deferred until the next meeting
as the group were to hold an Extraordinary Meeting tomorrow which would include election of their
Chairperson. Cllr Marsh T proposed, seconded by Cllr Bartlett that the final payment of £1500 to
Shepton 21 for administrative support is deferred until the next meeting when the Shepton 21
meetings / changes would have been finalised and they could report to this Council their plans and
expenditure of public funds. This was put to the vote and lost by a vote of 4 For and 8 against.
Cllrs Marsh J & T then both left the meeting not to return having given their apologies and personal
reasons prior to the meeting. Several members considered that Shepton 21 was a valued partner. Cllr
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Robinson S, provided an update to the CATEC project, the possibility of dismantling and relocation of
the Old Railway Station Building which required additional funding which would need to achieve an
October deadline. Work was progressing with the Strawberry Line East project which had been
renamed with the “East” word being dropped. The project had now been included within an alliance of
the four District Councils and a logo used by North Somerset had been adopted. Cllr Robinson was
very pleased with progress. Zena Pollard from Shepton 21 confirmed that without the support of the
Town Council then there would be no Shepton 21. Zena also raised the profile of the Artworks event
that would be taking place between the 21 and 23 September 2007, handing our information booklets
and stating that support from the Community would be much appreciated.
The Chairman thanked Zena Pollard for her attendance. Zena then left the meeting.
130.

07/08

Matters

to

be

Noted

a) Planning Enforcement MDC Training session to be held on 13 September starting at 6pm in the
Council Chamber. Light buffet and networking opportunity available prior to this meeting at 5.15pm.
b) HM Prison Annual Report Report for period 1 April 2006 to 31 March 2007 received and available
from SMTC Office.
c)“Clark Meadow” Street naming and number on the final Bloor Development site to Field Farm,
numbers 2 to 19.
d) Townsend Shopping Park Site visit arranged for all Town Councillors and Press on Thursday 6
September 2007 at 6.30pm. To meet at the main entrance, parking will be available and host will be
Mr Dan Bramwell.
e) Somerset Playing Fields Association Annual Report & Accounts 2006/7 available in SMTC Office.
f) Working Together for a Safer Somerset Annual briefing sheet to provide up-to-date information
about community safety policy and practice being carried out at a national, regional and local level.
g)Mendip Citizens Advice Bureau Mendip Citizens Advice Bureau advise their temporary re-location to
62 High Street as of Wednesday 5 September 2007 with opening hours 10am to 4pm with further
contact and support available from the Wells office.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr Robinson S, by unanimous vote that the above
matters (a-g) are noted.
131. 07/08 Planning Matters
a)A11137/000 New Look Retailers Ltd Unit 5, Townsend Retail Park Erection of internally-illuminated
fascia
sign
(DEL) Advert’ment
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr Taylor A, Seconded by Cllr Inchley by a unanimous vote to recommend
Approval.
b)112055/001 Mr P Izzard Old Wells Road Erection of agricultural building (os field no 4168)
(DEL) Full
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr Taylor A, Seconded by Cllr Ellis by a unanimous vote to recommend
Approval.
c) 076072/018 Anglo Trading Estate Ltd Station Yard, Station Road Proposed redevelopment of
station yard, for B1 & B8 use, including the provision of retail counters (DEL) Full
Resolve; Cllr Ellis having previous declared an Interest did not speak or vote on the matter. Members
considered that the resolve and conditions should be as per the previous application / resolve.
Proposed by Cllr Taylor A, Seconded by Cllr Bartlett by a vote of 8 For and 1 Against to recommend
Approval subject to soundproofing being installed to the south elevations / boundaries to protect
adjoining residents in Kingsland Road and that hours of trading /operation is limited from 7am until
6pm.
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d) 10757 Mr & Mrs A Taylor, 6 Alfred Crescent Two storey side extension (BOARD) Full
Resolve; Cllrs Taylor A and K, having declared an Interest previously then left the meeting.
Proposed by Cllr Ellis, Seconded by Cllr Bartlett by a unanimous vote to recommend Approval.
Cllrs Taylor A and K, then rejoined the meeting.
e) 118085/010 Boots The Chemist, Unit 2A Townsend Retail Park Provision of external mechanical
plant
at
rear
of
unit
2A
(DEL) Full
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr Taylor A, Seconded by Cllr Lockey by a unanimous vote to recommend
Approval. Subject to permitted noise levels being fully complied with and that the units were only
operational during trading hours to ensure protection to adjoining residents including the new
residential development at Hitchen Lane.
f) 076296/028 Shepton Mallet Motors, Townsend Erection of vehicle preparation bays and erection of
new
boundary
wall
(DEL) Full
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr Ellis, Seconded by Cllr Inchley by a unanimous vote to recommend Refusal
at this stage. The boundary wall would reduce light into the existing car park and reduce the sight
levels to the street scene. The proposals also appeared to be in conflict with the existing planning
permission for Haskins to redevelop the existing car park and for the relocated of the Somerfields
store. Further information needed to be provided and considered for the whole area including the
Haskins plans and the matter should be considered further by the MDC Planning Board.
g) A02020/012 Shepton Mallet Motors, Townsend Erection of two double sided internally illuminated
totem
signs
(DEL) Advert’ment
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr Taylor A, by a unanimous vote to recommend
Refusal at this stage. The proposal appeared to be in conflict with the existing planning permission for
Haskins to redevelop the existing car park and for the relocated of the Somerfields store. Further
information needed to be provided and considered for the whole area including the Haskins plans and
the matter should be considered further by the MDC Planning Board.
h) 112674/003 Mr J Burridge 2 Bolters Lane Erection of triple detached garage (DEL) Full
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr Ellis, Seconded by Cllr Taylor A by a unanimous vote to recommend Refusal
due to the development proposals too large and in the wrong location.
132.
07/08
Other
Planning
Matters
a. Planning Enforcement Procedures – MDC announced the adoption of their Council’s new Planning
Enforcement Procedures. Copy of large document and flowcharts held in SMTC Office. Summary letter
attached.
b. Tesco Shopping Park Signage – Advice received that the various Planning Applications are to be
considered by MDC Planning Board at the meeting to be held on Wednesday 5 September 2007.
c. 101513/005 The Silverwood Partnership, Land off Westway Lane. Advice received from MDC as to
application 101513/005 Erection of 8 no dwellings, now with the above amended description. Copy
letter also from the agent who implies understanding that the Planning officer is now satisfied with the
revised proposals which could be recommended for planning approval. SMTC previously recommended
approval on 15 May 2007
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr Taylor A, Seconded by Cllr Ellis, by a vote of 9 For and 1 Against, that the
above matters (a & b) are noted and that the previous resolve to Planning Application 101513/005
remains as Recommended for Approval.
133. 07/08 Portfolio Matters
Properties
Portfolio
–
Cllr
Champion
a) Civic Hall / Offices Council considered setting up a working party to progress and work up this
project with remit to provide regular reports to council and to work up business plan to include terms
for land acquisition, drawing up of plans, costing of building and ongoing use / running costs for
further consideration of Council. Council considered use of existing reserve funds to finance the above
requirement.
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr Lockey by unanimous vote, that Cllrs Champion, Robinson S, Inchley, Taylor
A and Lockey form the working party to progress the Civic Hall & Council Offices Project in parallel with
and working together with the CATEC Project. The remit to include terms for land acquisition, drawing
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up of plans, costing of building and ongoing use / running costs and complete business plan for further
consideration of Council. Regular progress reports to Council are to be provided. Cllr Kinison then left
the
meeting
not
to
return.
Administration – Cllr Parham
b) Community Council AGM Invitation and voting card had been received for the meeting to be held
Edington Village Hall, 7.30pm on Tuesday 11 September 2007. Response slip to be sent by 5/9.
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr Ellis, by unanimous vote, that the Portfolio Holder
Cllr Parham or his nominated replacement should attend.
c) SALC Annual Accounts / Report & AGM Invitation and reply slip for AGM at Barrington Village Hall on
Saturday 29 September 2007. Lunch as cost of £7.50. Annual Reports and Accounts available from
SMTC
Offices.
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr Ellis, Seconded by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous vote, that the Portfolio Holder
Cllr Parham or his nominated replacement should attend.
d)New Cllrs Training Chairmanship at Glastonbury Town Hall, 7.30pm Wed 7 Nov 2007 @ £20 per
person.
Councillors at Badgworth & Biddisham Village Hall, 7pm Thur 25 Oct 2007 @ £20 per person.
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr Ellis, Seconded by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous vote, that the matter is noted.
e) Council Structure Following Councils resolve in May 2007 members were to consider setting up a
working party to review previous proposals and evidence to date with a view to submitting proposals
to
Council
at
2
October
meeting.
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr Ellis, Seconded by Cllr Lockey, by unanimous vote, that a closed meeting of
the Council take place with all interested members are invited to attend at a suitable venue to be
booked by the Clerk and agenda sent out for 7pm on Thuesday 25 September 2007.
134.
07/08 Finance
a. Approval of Accounts for Payment by Cheque, Direct Debit, Confidential Salary Payments and
Income for September 2007 as per Appendix “A” attached to the agenda. One member raised concern
as to the level of audit / checking of contractual documentation that may be provided from small
contractors such as Mr Marsh and Adrian Crozier.
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr Ellis, by a unanimous vote that payments made by
Cheque, Direct Debit, Confidential Payments and Income received for September 2007 as per
Appendix “A” attached to these Minutes, be approved.
b. Budgets 2007/08 – Income and Expenditure Budget Report dated 29 August 2007 was submitted by
the Clerk, copied to all Cllrs. The report from the new Alpha accounts software was complimented on
by the Chairman for its clarity and the Clerk thanked for his work.
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr Lockey, Seconded by Cllr Taylor A, by a unanimous vote that the Income
and Expenditure Budgets Report dated 29 August 2007 is noted (attached to these minutes).
135. 07/08 Confidential Business
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr Lockey with no vote taken as the press and public had already left the
meeting.
a) Collett Park Play Equipment Repairs – Quotations received for repairs to various play equipment
following independent inspection report dated 25 June 2007 were considered along with virement of
budget to fund the works from CP Improvement Budget. The Clerk confirmed that a cradle seat had
also been found damaged today and this would cost approximately £80 to replace.
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr Shearn, Seconded by Cllr Ellis by a unanimous vote that the safety
inspection recommendations and costing for work required from Quadron Services is accepted at a
cost of £286.62 and also the quotation to renew the damaged cradle swing seat at approximate cost of
£80 (total £388.62) is accepted and the work be put in hand at the earliest. The additional budget
required of £390 is to be vired from the budget heading 4218-Collett park Improvements.
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b) Collett Park Lake Island / Rodent Control – Quotations and options for the future of the islands in
respect of rodent control within the area received consideration. The option to leave the islands in
place but to provide concrete walling to the perimeter appeared the most acceptable and cost effective
solution.
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr Ellis, Seconded by Cllr Lockey by a unanimous vote that the preferred option
is to provide concrete walling around the lake island perimeters but that sources of possible funding be
investigated. The Council is to submit a request to Guy Braga of MDC for the required funding to be
provided from the Tesco 106 funds. If funding was achieved the Clerk is to obtain further advice from
another Rodent Control contractor and then the matter be reviewed again by Council before
proceeding.
136. 07/08 Agenda Matters for the Next Meeting – Tuesday 18 September 2007
No matters were raised.
The Chairman thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 9.13pm.

Cllr C.F. Lockey
Chairman

Signature_____________
_____/_____/_2007
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Shepton Mallet
Town Council held on 4 September 2007, in
MDC Council Chamber, Cannards Grave
Road, Shepton Mallet.
Present: Chairman - Councillor Lockey
Cllrs Bartlett, Ellis, Inchley, Kinison, Lovell, Marsh J, Marsh T, Parham,
Robinson S, Shearn, Taylor A and Taylor K.
Police Inspector Ray Hulin, Beat Officer PC Steve Hubbard. Zena Pollard
(Shepton 21).
Seven members of the public and one member of the press were in
attendance. The Chairman opened the meeting, welcoming members and the
general public. A brief was provided on Health & Safety requirements
including emergency evacuation and assembly point procedures.
A further brief was provided as to the use of the Induction Loop facility for
users of hearing aids, use of the microphones was emphasised and informed
that the meeting would be audio-taped for internal use only. Mobile
telephones were requested to be switched off or to silent mode.
Public Forum
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Lovell, Seconded by Cllr Ellis, by unanimous vote,
that the meeting be adjourned for the matter to be transacted.
Notes of the matters raised were recorded for internal use and action. Matters
raised included Police enforcement, vandalism, lack of provision for Youth
within the Town such as Youth Clubs, level of criticism levied at Shepton 21
Regeneration Group, Civic Hall and CATEC projects.
Police Update
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Lovell, Seconded by Cllr Taylor A, by unanimous
vote that the meeting now be brought back into session.
Apologies for absence – Cllrs Champion (family), Gilham, Parham (family) and
Robinson M (family).
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley that the apologies are accepted.
Members Declarations of Interests
All Cllrs declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in the Shepton Mallet
Recreation Ground Trust (Collett Park) due to being Trustees of the Charity as
per dispensation afforded by the Standards Committee for the life of the
current Council.
Cllr Marsh J, declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in HM Prison due to
her employment and Financial Accounts due to her partners payment for
Clock Duties and repayment for Civic Reception goods .

Cllr Marsh T, declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in HM Prison due to
his partners employment and Financial Accounts due to payment for Clock
Duties and repayment for Civic Reception goods.
Cllr Taylor A and T both declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in
Planning Application for 6 Alfred Crescent due to this being their residential
property and residence.
Cllr Ellis declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in Planning Application
for Station Road Yard Area due to his parents own the adjacent industrial
units.
Resolve: that the above matters are noted and recorded.
Chairman’s Announcements – The Chairman reported that he had attended
the Mid-Somerset Show which was very good although muddy under foot and
that he particularily enjoyed the dog show. The Council had also received a
letter via the Park Keeper for a community member who had over a period of
time provided gifts of plants and flowers for the park. He considered that the
Councikl should write a thank you letter to the resident in question which was
fully endorsed by all members present.
Minutes
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on the 7 and the 21
August 2007 were considered for accuracy and content. Some concern was
raised as to a further proposal made to Min 112/08 regarding the War
Memorial. Cllr Bartlett considered that her proposal had been seconded by Cllr
Marsh J but that no vote had been taken. The Clerk confirmed the audio tape
only recorded the proposals and once again reaffirmed that unless the
microphones were used no voice would be recorded. The Clerk also confirmed
that Cllr Bartlett had already reviewed the audio recording.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr Lockey by a vote of 9 For
and 3 Abstentions, that the Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 7
August 2007 with additional amendment to Min 112.08 to read “Cllr Bartlett
proposed that a site meeting be held with SCC, MDC, English Heritage and the
Town Council at the War Memorial, but that no vote was taken”. With the
amendment included the Minutes were approved as a true record and signed
by the Chairman.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Kinison, Seconded by Cllr Lovell by a vote of 7 For
and 5 Abstentions, that the Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 21
August 2007 be approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
Matters Arising from the Minutes – No matters were raised to the Minutes of
the 7 and the 21 August 2007.
Somerset County Council – Cllr Robinson S confirmed that as with other
Councils the August recess had mean’t little progress. He was still awaiting
response and email replies to various matters being chased with Somerset
Highways
Resolve: that the matter is noted.
Mendip District Council – Cllr Robinson S informed that there was nothing to
report.

Resolve: that the matter is noted.
Shepton 21 Regeneration Partnership
Draft minutes of the Meeting held on 30 July 2007 and the notes of the
latest CATEC report were provided to all members. Cllr Robinson S
requested that this matter be deferred until the next meeting as the group
were to hold an Extraordinary Meeting tomorrow which would include
election of their Chairperson.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr
and Against, that

, Seconded by Cllr

by a vote of

For

The Chairman thanked Zena Pollard for her attendance. Zena then left the
meeting.
Matters to be Noted
Planning
Enforcement

MDC Training session to be held on 13 September starting at 6pm in
the Council Chamber. Light buffet and networking opportunity
available prior to this meeting at 5.15pm.
To note

HM
Prison
Annual Report

Report for period 1 April 2006 to 31 March 2007 received and
available from SMTC Office.
To note

“Clark Meadow”

Street naming and number on the final Bloor Development site to
Field Farm, numbers 2 to 19.
To note

Townsend
Shopping Park

Site visit arranged for all Town Councillors and Press on Thursday 6
September 2007 at 6.30pm. To meet at the main entrance, parking
will be available and host will be Mr Dan Bramwell.
To note

Somerset
Playing
Fields
Association

Annual Report & Accounts 2006/7 available in SMTC Office.
To note

Working
Together for a
Safer Somerset

Annual briefing sheet to provide up-to-date information about
community safety policy and practice being carried out at a national
regional and local level.
To note

Mendip Citizens
Advice Bureau

Mendip Citizens Advice Bureau advise their temporary re-location to
62 High Street as of Wednesday 5 September 2007 with opening
hours 10am to 4pm with further contact and support available from
the Wells office.
To note

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr Robinson S, by
unanimous vote that the above matters (a-g) are noted.
Planning Matters
A11137/000

New

Look

Erection of internally-illuminated fascia

Advert’

Jarrold

Resolve;

112055/001
Taylor
Resolve;

076072/018
Dewey

Resolve;

10757
Boustead

Resolve;

118085/010
Kimberley

Resolve;

076296/028
Taylor
Resolve;

A02020/012

Retailers Ltd
Unit 5, Townsend
Retail Park

sign (DEL)

ment

Proposed by Cllr Taylor A, Seconded by Cllr Inchley by a unanimous vote
to recommend Approval.
Mr P Izzard
Old Wells Road

Erection of agricultural building (os field
no 4168) (DEL)

Full

Proposed by Cllr Taylor A, Seconded by Cllr Ellis by a unanimous vote to
recommend Approval.
Anglo
Trading
Estate Ltd
Station
Yard,
Station Road

Proposed redevelopment of station
yard, for B1 & B8 use, including the
provision of retail counters (DEL)

Full

Cllr Ellis having previous declared an Interest did not speak or vote on the
matter. Members considered that the resolve and conditions should be as
per the previous application / resolve.
Proposed by Cllr Taylor A, Seconded by Cllr Bartlett by a vote of 8 For and
1 Against to recommend Approval subject to soundproofing be installed to
the south elevations to protect adjoining residents in Kingsland Road and
that hours of trading /operation is limited from 7am until 6pm.
Mr
&
Mrs
A
Taylor, 6 Alfred
Crescent

Two storey side extension (BOARD)

Full

Cllrs Taylor A and K, having declared an Interest previously then left the
meeting.
Proposed by Cllr Ellis, Seconded by Cllr Bartlett by a unanimous vote to
recommend Approval.
Cllrs Taylor A and K, then rejoined the meeting.
Boots
The
Chemist, Unit 2A
Townsend Retail
Park

Provision of external mechanical plant
at rear of unit 2A (DEL)

Full

Proposed by Cllr Taylor A, Seconded by Cllr Lockey by a unanimous vote
to recommend Approval. Subject to permitted noise levels being fully
complied with and that the units were only operational during trading
hours to ensure protection to adjoining residents including the new
residential development at Hitchen Lane.
Shepton
Motors,
Townsend

Mallet

Erection of vehicle preparation bays
and erection of new boundary wall
(DEL)

Full

Proposed by Cllr Ellis, Seconded by Cllr Inchley by a unanimous vote to
recommend Refusal at this stage. The boundary wall would reduce ligh
into the existing car park and reduce the sight levels to the street scene
The proposals also appeared to be in conflict with the existing planning
permission for Haskins to redevelop the existing car park and for the
relocated of the Somerfields store. Further information needed to be
provided and considered for the whole area including the Haskins plans
and the matter should be considered further by the MDC Planning Board.
Shepton

Mallet

Erection of two double sided internally

Advert’

Taylor
Resolve;

112674/003
Jarrold
Resolve;

Motors,
Townsend

illuminated totem signs (DEL)

Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr Taylor A, by a unanimous vote
to recommend Refusal at this stage. The proposal appeared to be in
conflict with the existing planning permission for Haskins to redevelop the
existing car park and for the relocated of the Somerfields store. Further
information needed to be provided and considered for the whole area
including the Haskins plans and the matter should be considered furthe
by the MDC Planning Board.
Mr J Burridge
2 Bolters Lane

Erection
(DEL)

of

triple

detached

garage

Full

Proposed by Cllr Ellis, Seconded by Cllr Taylor A by a unanimous vote to
recommend Refusal due to the development proposals too large and in
the wrong location.

Other Planning Matters
Planning Enforcement Procedures – MDC announce the adoption of their
Council’s new Planning Enforcement Procedures. Copy of large document
and flowcharts held in SMTC Office. Summary letter attached.
Tesco Shopping Park Signage – To note that Planning Applications are to
be considered by MDC Planning Board at the meeting to be held on
Wednesday 5 September 2007.
101513/005 The Silverwood Partnership, Land off Westway Lane. To
note advice received from MDC as to application 101513/005 Erection of
8 no dwellings, now with the above amended description. Copy letter
also from the agent who implies understanding that the Planning officer
is now satisfied with the revised proposals which could be recommended
for planning approval. SMTC previously recommended approval on 15
May 2007
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr Taylor A, Seconded by Cllr Ellis, by a vote of 9
For and 1 Against, that the above matters (a & b) are noted and that the
previous resolve to Planning Application 101513/005 remains as
Recommended for Approval.
Portfolio Matters

ment

Properties Portfolio – Cllr Champion
Civic Hall
Offices

/

Resolve;

Council consider setting up working party of 4 (1 from each group) to
progress and work up this project with remit to provide regular reports
to council and to work up business plan to include terms for land
acquisition, drawing up of plans, costing of building and ongoing use /
running costs for further consideration of Council. Council considered
use of existing reserve funds to finance the above requirement.
Proposed by Cllr
, Seconded by Cllr
that
Cllr Kinison then left the meeting not to return.

, by unanimous vote,

Administration – Cllr Parham
Community
Council AGM

Invitation and voting card had been received for the meeting to be held
Edington Village Hall, 7.30pm on Tuesday 11 September 2007.
RResponse slip to be sent by 5/9.
Proposed by Cllr Inchley, Seconded by Cllr Ellis, by unanimous vote,
that the Portfolio Holder Cllr Parham or his nominated replacement
should attend.

SALC
Annual
Accounts
/
Report & AGM

Invitation and reply slip for AGM at Barrington Village Hall on Saturday
29 September 2007. Lunch as cost of £7.50. Annual Reports and
Accounts available from SMTC Offices.
Proposed by Cllr Ellis, Seconded by Cllr Inchley, by unanimous vote,
that the Portfolio Holder Cllr Parham or his nominated replacement
should attend.

New
Training

Cllrs

Chairmanship at Glastonbury Town Hall, 7.30pm Wed 7 Nov 2007 @
£20 per person.
Councillors at Badgworth & Biddisham Village Hall, 7pm Thur 25 Oct
2007 @ £20 per person.
Proposed by Cllr Ellis
, Seconded by Cllr Inchley
unanimous vote, that the matter is noted.

Council
Structure

, by

Following Councils resolve in May 2007 members were to consider
setting up a working party to review previous proposals and evidence
to date with a view to submitting proposals to Council at 2 October
meeting.
Proposed by Cllr Ellis
, Seconded by Cllr Lockey
, by
unanimous vote, that a closed meeting of the Council take place with
all interested members are invited to attend at a suitable venue to be
booked by the Clerk and agenda sent out for 7pm on Thursday 25
September 2007.

Finance – Approval of Accounts for Payment by Cheque, Direct Debit,
Confidential Salary Payments and Income for September 2007 as per
Appendix “A” attached to the agenda. One member raised concern as to the
level of audit / checking of contractual documentation that may be provided
from small contractors such as Mr Marsh and Adrian Crozier.
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr Inchley
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that payments made by Cheque, Direct Debit, Confidential Payments and
Income received for September 2007 as per Appendix “A” attached to these
Minutes, be approved.
Confidential Business
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr Lockey with no vote taken as the press and public
had already left the meeting.
Collett Park Play Equipment Repairs – Quotations received for repairs to
various play equipment following independent inspection report dated 25 June
2007 were considered along with virement of budget to fund the works from CP
Improvement Budget. The Clerk confirmed that a cradle seat had also been
found damaged today and this would cost approximately £80 to replace.

Resolve; Proposed by Cllr Shearn, Seconded by Cllr Ellis by a unanimous
vote that the safety inspection recommendations and costing for work required from
Quadron Services is accepted at a cost of £
and also the quotation to renew the
damaged cradle swing seat at approximate cost of £80 is also accepted and the work
be put in hand at the earliest. The additional budget required of £ to be vired from the
budget heading
Collett park Improvements.
Collett Park Lake Island / Rodent Control – Quotations and options for the future
of the islands in respect of rodent control within the area received consideration.
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr
vote that

, Seconded by Cllr

,by a unanimous

Agenda Matters for the Next Meeting – Tuesday 18 September 2007
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No matters were raised.
The Chairman thanked members for their attendance and closed the
meeting at 9.13
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A P P E N D I X

“ A ”
Total

Ch
Payee

Cod

Goods Supplied

228

Quadron Services Limited

6030

Collett Park - Bird Food

£

228

Quadron Services Limited

6080

Holmes - Memorial Seat

£

228

Shepton

228

21 Regeneration
Partnership

6530

Revenue support for administration

£

Albino Builders Ltd

6040

Collett Park Walling Repairs - Insurance
Clm

£

228

Moore Stephens Accountants

5040

External Audit - 2006/2007

£

229

Mendip District Council

6480

CCTV Annual Contribution

£

229

Wicksteed Leisure

6090

Play Equipment Inspection

£

229

All Tree Services

6065

Collett Park Tree Works

£

229

G H Brown

5310

Anti-Virus Software - Repayment

£

£

Payments by Direct Debit
28/6
Quadron Services Limited

6000/

Collett Park Ground Care Contract

£

28/6

Somerset County Council

5010

Pension Contributions

£

2/7/

Veolia ES UK Ltd

6020

Collett Park - Waste Disposal

£

2/7/

Market Towns

5315

Monthly hosting of website

£

3/7/

CGU Bonus

5200/

Insurance Premium

£

16/7

BT

5160

Office Lines and Calls

£

19/7

Plusnet Tech Ltd

5160

Broadband Subscription

£

£

Sub Total

£

Total =

CONFIDENTIAL PAYMENTS
£

228
Graham H Brown

5000

Town Clerk - August Salary 2007
£

Total
£

Grand Total

Total

Dat

Income

Cod

Category of Income

£
3-

Mrs Blance

4400

Collett Festival Income
£

11-

Bank Interest

Business Account - Monthly
£

18-

MDC

Repayment for War Memorial Works
£

25-

Thompson

Allotment Rent
£

25-

Norwich Union

Insurance Claim - Collett Park Walling
£

Total Income =

Councillor
Chairman

C.F.

Lockey
Date___________

Signature______________

Councillor J.D. Bartlett
Signature______________
Date___________
Vice Chairman

Minutes of the Meeting of the Shepton Mallet Town
Council held on 18 September 2007, in MDC Council
Chamber, Cannards Grave Road, Shepton Mallet.
Present: Chairman - Councillor Lockey(CL)
Cllrs Bartlett(JB), Champion(RC), Ellis(ME), Gilham(JG), Kinison(JK), Lovell(ML), Marsh J(JM),
Marsh(TM), Parham(JP), Robinson M(MR), Robinson S(SR), Shearn(NS), Taylor A(AT) and Taylor
K(KT).
Mr Guy Braga, Area Regeneration Officer MDC.
Eight members of the public and one member of the press were in attendance. The Chairman
opened the meeting, welcoming members and the general public. A brief was provided on Health &
Safety requirements including emergency evacuation and assembly point procedures.
A further brief was provided as to the use of the Induction Loop facility for users of hearing aids,
use of the microphones was emphasised and informed that the meeting would be audio-taped for
internal use only. Mobile telephones were requested to be switched off or to silent mode.
137. 07/08 Public Forum
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr ML, Seconded by Cllr RC, by unanimous vote, that the meeting be
adjourned for the matter to be transacted.
Notes of the matters raised were recorded for internal use and action. Matters raised included
Public Transport, Closure of Somerfields Retail Store, Station Road chain-link fencing, Street
Cleansing, War Memorial cleaning, Shepton 21 and Tesco Shoppers visits to the Town Centre.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr ML, Seconded by Cllr RC, by unanimous vote that the meeting now be
brought back into session.
138. 07/08 Apologies for absence – Cllr Inchey(family).
Resolve: that the apologies are accepted.
139. 07/08 Members Declarations of Interests
All Cllrs declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in the Shepton Mallet Recreation Ground Trust
(Collett Park) due to being Trustees of the Charity as per dispensation afforded by the Standards
Committee for the life of the current Council.
Cllr JM declared a Personal and non-Prejudicial Interest in the Planning Application for HM Prison
due to working in the Prison and also to the Notice of Appeal for Planning to 7 Norah Fry Avenue.
Cllr TM declared a Personal and non-Prejudicial Interest in the Planning Application for HM Prison
and also to the Notice of Appeal for Planning to 7 Norah Fry Avenue.
Cllr MR declared a Personal and non-Prejudicial Interest in Community Grants due to representing
MDC on Victim Support.
Resolve: that the above matters are noted and recorded.
140. 07/08 Chairman’s Announcements – The Chairman recorded his condolences to Cllrs JM &
TM in the recent loss of Mrs Connock, a sheptonian which will be sadly missed. On Sunday 10
September the Chairman attended a Civic Event at Burnham on Sea which was very enjoyable and
last Monday evening he attended the Shepton Mallet in Bloom Awards(SMIB). The SMIB had once
again achieved a very high standard and the Town looked great with an excellent display. He
recorded his thanks to Lyn manvill and her husband as well as Jerry Cole and Gaymers for their
support. The displays were undertaken by volunteers and very successful. The Chairman read a
letter received from a resident of Dinder in appreciation of Collett Park and whom wished to
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congratulate the Groundsman for their dedication and hard work. The Clerk had already sent a
response letter. The Chairman also commented on the closure of Somerfields store, which had
been confirmed with some surprise last Friday. He considered this would have an impact on the
Town and especially the staff and also the elderly customers. It was indeed a sorry thing for the
Town to bear.
141. 07/08 Minutes
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on the 4 September 2007 were considered for
accuracy and content.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr ML, Seconded by Cllr JP by a vote of 13 For and 2 Abstentions, that the
Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 4 September 2007 be approved as a true record and
signed by the Chairman.
142. 07/08 Matters Arising from the Minutes – Some Cllrs noted that they had not received the
draft minutes and on the advice of the Clerk the matter was deferred until the next meeting.
Min 132.07/08 Planning Application, The Silverwood Partnership, Land at Westway Lane.
Mr Taffy Stride considered that the Council had made a decision without receipt or consideration of
all the facts. He had written to the Chairman on the 6 September 2007 on this matter without
response to date. He hoped that all the ward district members were aware of the situation and that
he would continue to chase the planning officer concerned. The Chairman responded that the
amended application was indeed an improvement on the previous and as per the original resolve
seen no reason for objection, but that Mr Dunscombe’s comments were noted.
143. 07/08 Somerset County Council
High Street South – Cllr SR confirmed a site meeting would take place on Friday to address the
remedial works. Cllr SR was requested by Cllr NS to review at the same time the cracked paving
within the Market Place, this was noted by Cllr SR who considered that the Market Place problem
was possibly due to poor workmanship when laying the paving as it was known that heavy
vehicles occassionally used this area.
Charlton Road No Waiting Lineage – Cllr SR confirmed that this would be completed by the
end of September. Cllr SR was requested by Cllr RC to ensure that all the yellow, no waiting
lineage, within the Town was redone at the same time. The Police and PCSOs had already raised
concern of the legality of existing and incomplete lineage. The Police could not do their job
properly without this being corrected.
Charlton Road Zebra Crossing – Cllr SR confirmed that the safety audit had now been
completed and the design was being reviewed in line with the audit. The next stage would be
stakeholder / public consultation which he hoped would be undertaken at the end of October.
Resolve: that the above matters are noted.
144. 07/08 Mendip District Council –
MDC Possible Relocation - Mr Will Dunscombe enquired if it was true that MDC may well be
looking to use planning gain monies to purchase and relocate to the old Tesco stores site. Cllr JP
confirmed that the review of accommodation by MDC was in the Public domain but that any
decision to proceed with the review had been shelved.
Street Cleansing - Cllr MR confirmed that she would progress the points raised regarding Street
Cleansing and also that steps had now been installed between Somerset Close and the
Millennium Way. Cllr JP informed that following the By-election in Glastonbury the Conservative
Group now held a majority on MDC and that would now assist and make things more stable.
Landscaping Around the War Memorial – Mr Guy Braga recommended that the area needed
careful consideration due to sight and design lines. He recommended that a meeting be set up
with all stakeholders and interested parties to work up a design brief which could then be put of
to tender on a design and build basis. The Chairman considered that the Council had already
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resolved a working party of Cllrs RC, JB, CL and the Clerk. It was requested that Cllr CI be added
to this group due to his personal expertise.
Area Regeneration Programme 08/09 – Mr Guy Braga invited ideas and projects from the
Town Council for partnership consideration during collation of his Area Regeneration Programme
for 2008/09. Draft Precept requirements would need collation in October.
The Chairman thanked Guy Braga for his attendance.
Resolve: that the above matters are noted.
145. 07/08 Shepton 21 Regeneration Partnership - Draft minutes of the Extraordinary General
Meeting held on 5 September 2007 were distributed to all Cllrs. Cllr SR confirmed that he had
attended this meeting and made it clear that Shepton 21 must be open and transparent. Alan
Stone had now been elected as their Public Relations Officer and minutes of meetings were to be
sent to the Town Council and published on Shepton 21s website. Cllr SR considered that Shepton
21 should now accelerate there current projects being Strawberry Line East, GWR buildings
removal and storage for future use and the East Somerset Railway project. He considered that
Shepton 21 had received negative comments, untrue rumours and mis-information due to
Shepton 21s lack of provision of information. All Shepton 21s membership were hard working
volunteers except for 1 paid admin staff. Cllr SR informed that he fully supported Shepton 21 and
their positive approach. Following questioning Cllr SR confirmed that the CATEC project was still
one of Shepton 21s current projects and still being progressed with a meeting scheduled at the
end of September. Cllr JP considered that Shepton 21 has potential to achieve but that he had
issue with the RDA who had not yet confirmed that they would fund anything.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr SR, Seconded by Cllr JG by a vote of 13 For, 1 Against and 3
Abstentions that the Town Council provide a vote of confidence in Shepton 21. Guy Braga then
left the meeting.
146. 07/08 Matters to be Noted
a)

Water Links
Festival

Information received on Waterlinks, Somerset’s bid for £50 million
and The River Festival 23 September 2007 at French Weir Park.
Taunton. Further details from website www.waterlinks.info

b)

MDC Tree
Preservation
Order

Copy of Order received relating to TPO M1306, No 56, 2007 to land
bounded by Station Road, West Shepton, Townsend & Hitchen Lane.

c)

Community
Infants School

Thank you letter for funding of School Crossing Patrol. Informed
attempting to fill current vacancy and will not cash cheque until filled.
Pleased for support of Council to safety issues outside the school.

d)

Incidents within
Collett Park

Incidents 066 - 067 & 068. Insurance claim submitted for incidents
066 & 067, Repairs now completed. Complete listing attached.

e)

CCTV Update

Agenda for next User Group Meeting Wed 19 September, Minutes of
the last meeting 19 July 2007 and statistics for first and second
quarters 2007 available from the TC Office. Cllr NS confirmed that
this meeting had now been cancelled due to the non availability of
two of the town representatives and would be rearranged sometime
in October 2007.

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr MR, Seconded by Cllr RC, by unanimous vote that the above matters (ae) are noted.
147. 07/08 Planning Matters
a)

120001/000
Jarrold
Resolve;

Mr & Mrs K Biggs
26 Finch Close

Erection of single storey rear extension
(DEL)

Full

Proposed by Cllr AT, Seconded by Cllr JG by a unanimous vote to
recommend Approval.
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b)

119695/001
Dewey

Resolve;

c)

101033/015
Dewey

Resolve;
d)

105941/048PG
29 Walsh

Resolve;

e)

A11138/000
Jarrold

Resolve;
f)

A11139/000
Rodzaj

Resolve;

Bridgeman
Limited
Land to rear of
23-53 Cornwall
Road

Erection of four semi detached single
storey dwellings and alterations to
access (DEL)

Full

Mr Lee Wright from Wrights Associates, agent and architect for the
applicant provided a summary of the new application and how they
considered points for previous refusal had now been addressed. Mr Wright
informed that careful consideration had been undertaken within this
improved application which had been agreed with highways.
Proposed by Cllr AT, Seconded by Cllr JP by a vote of 7 For and 8 Against,
to recommend Approval. Member raised much concern as to the existing
and well used public footpath appeared to have been moved and would
now be proposed to be used jointly by vehicular traffic and pedestrians.
The above vote being lost with the outcome resolve to Recommend
Refusal. In principle the Council is not in objection to the development but
is in objection to the Public Footpath being used as means of vehicular
access.
Mr Lee Wright and Mr Pat Bridgeman then left the meeting.
Ministry of
Justice, HM
Prison Cornhill

Refurbishment & repairs of roofs and
plenum stack, windows repairs and
renewal of rainwater goods to A,B,C &
D wings and OMU building (DEL)

LBC –
alter /
extend

Proposed by Cllr AT, Seconded by Cllr RC by a unanimous vote to
recommend Approval
Delacamp UK Ltd
1 Mendip Avenue

Proposed crown lifting of trees x 15
(various species) subject to TPO M197
(DEL)

TPO
Works

A site visit had indicated that the existing trees appeared not to be
overhanging or restricting the use of the public pavement.
Proposed by Cllr NS, Seconded by Cllr RC by a vote of 15 For and 2
Against, to recommend Approval subject to the MDC tree officers approval
of the exact percentage / limits of the crown lifting which was to take
place.
Laura Ashley Ltd
Unit 4a Townsend
Retail Park

Install three illuminated dascia signs
and four non-illuminated poster signs
to front elevation (DEL).

Advert;i
sment

Proposed by Cllr AT, Seconded by Cllr JB by a unanimous vote to
recommend Approval.
Argos
Argos Extra,
Station Road

Inovation of illuminated
illuminated signage (DEL).

and

non-

Advert;i
sment

Letter of objection was received from a resident of Hitchen Lane to the
proposed signage to the side elevation of the building.
Proposed by Cllr RC, Seconded by Cllr JP by a unanimous vote to
recommend Refusal. The proposed sign to the side elevation should be
omitted and the number of signs to the front elevation should be reduced.

148. 07/08 Other Planning Matters
a. Planning Notice of Appeal – Planning Application to Land Adjoining the Highwayman,
Cannards Grave – Informal Hearing to be held and any additional comments to be submitted
to the Planning Inspectorate by 5 October 2007.
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b. Notice of Appeal – Planning Application to 7 Norah Fry Avenue – Siting of satellite
dish – Any additional comments to be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate by 10 October
2007.
Resolve: that the above matters (a-b) are noted.
149. 07/08 Portfolio Matters
Community & Leisure Portfolio – Cllr Marsh J.
a)

Community
Grants – £900
Budget
Resolve;

Victim Support Somerset submit a Grant Application. Details provided
for review by Portfolio Holder.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr CL, Seconded by Cllr JG, by a vote of 12
For, 1 Against and 2 Abstentions that a Community Grant of £100 is
awarded to Victim Support Somerset.

Administration – Cllr Parham
b)

Action A371

Resolve;

Due to resignation of previous member, Action A371 request
nominated representative to act as link and attend their quarterly
meetings held on Monday evenings in Croscombe.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr JM, Seconded by Cllr CL, by unanimous vote
that Cllr Stephen Robinson is duly elected as the Town Councils
representative to the Action A371 Group.

150. 07/08 Confidential Business - The Chairman requested Council to consider that in view of
the nature of business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press
and public are now excluded and that they are instructed to withdraw.
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr CL, by a unanimous vote that in view of the nature of business about
to be transacted, it is in the public interest that the press and public are now excluded and that
they are instructed to withdraw, which was complied with.
CCTV Service Level Agreement (SLA) with MDC – Existing SLA concludes 31 March 2008.
Council was requested by Chris Reeves CCTV Manager at MDC to consider content, any
amendments and possible renewal for a further 3 year term. All Cllrs were provided with copies
of confidential supporting documents. Some concern was raised as to the omission of members
involvement in any complaints decisions. It appeared the CCTV Manager had the final say. A
consideration was put to amend this to afford the CCTV Manager to make recommendations only,
however the Councils Complaints Procedure was still available as a course of action and this was
considered adequate. Several members considered they would wish to see the Police to be more
proactive in the CCTV scheme as had been indicated at the very beginning of setting up the
scheme.
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr RC, Seconded by Cllr JP by a unanimous vote that the existing CCTV
Service Level Agreement with MDC remains acceptable and negotiations and costings to continue
the scheme should be worked up and resubmitted to Council for financial consideration.
151. 07/08 Agenda Matters for the Next Meeting – Tuesday 2 October 2007
Matter Arising from the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 4 September 2007 as some Cllrs had
not received or obtained the Minutes of the Meeting. Cllrs were also requested to note that a
closed meeting would take place Tuesday 25 September at 7pm in the MDC Committee Room to
review restructure proposals. All Cllrs are invited and an agenda and supporting papers will be
distributed.
Resolve; that the matter is noted.
The Chairman thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 8.34pm.
Cllr C.F. Lockey
Chairman

Signature_____________
_____/_____/_2007
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Shepton Mallet Town
Council held on 16 October 2007, in the MDC Council
Chamber, Cannards Grave Road, Shepton Mallet.
Present: Chairman - Councillor Lockey(CL)
Cllrs Bartlett(JB), Champion(RC), Ellis(ME)(7.45pm), Inchley(CI), Kinison(JK), Lovell(ML), Marsh
J(JM), Marsh T(TM), Parham(JP)(7.55pm), Robinson M(MR), Robinson S(SR), Shearn(NS) and
Taylor A(AT).
Mr David Littlewood (Quadron Services Ltd)
Six members of the public and one member of the press were in attendance. The Chairman
opened the meeting, welcoming members and the general public. A brief was provided on Health &
Safety requirements including emergency evacuation and assembly point procedures.
A further brief was provided as to the use of the Induction Loop facility for users of hearing aids,
use of the microphones was emphasised and informed that the meeting would be audio-taped for
internal use only. Mobile telephones were requested to be switched off or to silent mode.
166. 07/08 Public Forum
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr RC, Seconded by Cllr CI, by unanimous vote, that the meeting be
adjourned for the matter to be transacted.
Notes of the matters raised were recorded for internal use and action. Matters raised included
Public Transport, Christmas Lighting, Public Seat in Station Road, Town Centre Trading,
Environment of the Market Place and Town Street, Carbon Footprint reduction. Mr David Littlewood
presented the Park Contractors quarterly report in respect of Collett Park and answered questions
put. The Chairman thanked David Littlewood for his report and attendance and David then left the
meeting.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr ML, Seconded by Cllr RC, by unanimous vote that the meeting now be
brought back into session.
167. 07/08 Apologies for absence – Cllrs Ellis and Parham (both were to attend but late). Cllr
Gilham and Taylor K. PC Beat Officer Steve Hubbard.
Resolve: that the apologies are accepted.
168. 07/08 Members Declarations of Interests
All Cllrs declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in the Shepton Mallet Recreation Ground Trust
(Collett Park) due to being Trustees of the Charity as per dispensation afforded by the Standards
Committee for the life of the current Council.
Resolve: that the above matter is noted and recorded.
169. 07/08 Chairman’s Announcements – The Chairman reported advice received regarding
changes in waste collection. Both non recycleable and recyled waste would now be collected by
one company. It was also envisaged that a pilot scheme would take place in the future to recycle
both plastics and cardboard. Robin Cade from Moneycare had written to seek Councils support
to a charitable sponsored event (sponsored walk) in support of South West Hospices. They
wished permission to use Collett Park and specifcally the band-stand area for completion of the
event.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr CI by unanimous vote that the Town Council write to both MDC and SCC
requesting consideration that Shepton Mallet be included in any pilot for the recycling of plastic and
cardboard waste.
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr CL by unanimous vote that the Town Council inform Robin Cade of
Moneycare that the Council support the proposed charitable event and provide permission for the
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use of Collett Park and the bandstand for this purpose. Enquiries are to be made as to any other
requirements that they may have such as use of the electrical supply at the bandstand, seats and
or keys to gain entry through the main gates. Liaison with Quadron Service for provision of such
requirements is to be made when known.
Cllr ME then joined the meeting.
170. 07/08 Minutes
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on the 2 October 2007 were considered for
accuracy and content. The Clerk confirmed that following discussions with Cllr NS two amendments
had been made to MIN 164c, the spelling of the tree corrected to Ginko and the words “once more”
deleted from the resolve.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr RC, Seconded by Cllr CI by unanimous vote that the Minutes of the
Town Council Meeting held on 2 October 2007, subject to the two amendments regarding the Ginko
Tree, be approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
171. 07/08 Matters Arising from the Minutes
MIN 157 – Matter Arising from Previous Minutes – War Memorial – Mr Stride remained
concern as to the response / progress in the matter and informed that he had written to Les
Kimberley of MDC and had also met with Guy Braga from MDC on the matter.
MIN 157 – Matter Arising from Previous Minutes – Planning Application for the
Silverwood Partnership – Mr Stride informed that he had written to MDC on the matter.
MIN 158b – Waterloo Road Highway Safety – The Clerk read in full a response letter received
from SCC Cllr Tony Shire. Concern was raised by several members as to the tone of the response
and reasons why the 20mph speed limit should not be instigated and why this school / highway
were any different than that of the other schools in the Town. It was also noted that other Towns
were looking for a blanket 20mph speed limit within their built up areas. SCC Stephen Robinson
informed that he was appalled by the smug reply received, and that he had previously chased the
matter up directly with the SCC Corporate Director.
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr CI, that a response is sent enquiring as to the outcome of the safety
audit and the logic and reasoning why a 20mph zone was not to be instigated.
MIN 158e – Consultation to Waste Management – Notice was received to further consultation
meetings, the nearest venue of which was, Croscombe Village Hall on Thursday 8 November from
7.30pm to 9pm.
Resolve; that the matter is noted.
MIN 164a– Street Cleansing – Cllr JM reported that no further information had been received
and recommended that the meeting with Connaught proceed without further delay.
Resolve; that the meeting requested by Connaught Environment to discuss Street Cleansing
matters within the Town are to proceed.
172. 07/08 Somerset County Council
Matters of the lack of maintenance and unacceptable environment conditions of the paving /
surfacing to the Market Place and Town Street were raised and SCC Cllr SR was requested to raise
these matters at SCC and seek action.
Resolve; That Cllr SR will raise the above matters directly at SCC and inform any action plan.
Cllr JP then joined the meeting.
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173. 07/08 Mendip District Council –
The Clerk informed that the Planning training event programmed for 31 October was open to
District Cllrs only. Cllr JP informed that the MDC budget consultation was now underway for next
years council tax. It would appear that central government was reducing their funding by some
1%. MDCs administration are looking for a ceiling increase of 3% but were looking to reduce this
further but were currently looking at £500,000 worth of savings to be made. He invited public
partricipation and consultation to the matter. He reported that the Cemetery would be running
out of burial space within the next 10 year term and that proposals were to reuse burial land after
at least 100 years as there was no where to extend the existing site. He also informed that should
the Cemetery become closed then the responsibility and liaibility would transfer to the Town
Council. Cllr CL requested Cllr JP to take forward the previous proposal for a possible Woodland
Burial site to the west of Shepton on the Old Wells Road. Cllr JB informed that the Artwork
working group for the Tesco Public Art had now met and appointed a company to take the matter
forward. Public consultation would take place and a proposals would be submitted to the Town
Council for consideration.
Resolve: that the above matters are noted.
174. 07/08

Shepton 21 Regeneration Partnership

The Minutes of the Management Committee held on the 26 September 2007 were received and
copied to all Cllrs. Following questioning Cllr SR informed that the Minutes were to be posted on the
new Shepton 21 website for all to see. Cllr JM requested that Cllr SR takes to Shepton 21 the
request that their planned training event to be held for Trustees may also be made available to
Town Councillors who were also Trustees of matters such as Collett Park and the War Memorial.
Cllr SR provided an update to the Railway Project including a meeting held with Avon Valley
Railway and suggested to members that a visit would be well worth while.
Resolve: that the above matter is noted and that Cllr SR takes to Shepton 21 the request that a
training event to be held for Trustees was also made available to Town Councillors.
175. 07/08 Matters to be Noted
a)

Community
Woodland

Goldhill Project Update – Contractor met with the Forestry Commission
who are happy with the proposals. Application should now go forward for
approval. Will keep us posted as to progress.

b)

Chamber of
Commerce
AGM

All Cllrs are invited to the AGM at 6pm on Thursday 18 October 2007.
RSVP to Fran Wulf by Monday 15 October 2007. (details attached)
Cllrs

c)

Flora &
Fauna
Photographs

All Cllrs were informed of an invitation to a Preview Evening to the
exhibition by the Mid-Somerset Camera Club on Monday 22 October from
7pm to 9pm, RSVP to Mr John Gould, 01458 832853.

d)

Town Council
Offices

Cllr RC informed the disruption and possible closure of the offices from
Wednesday 17 to Friday 19 October due to heavy and noisy building
works to renew underground heating pipes both in the office and across
the main entrance which would be closed to the public. Phones would be
diverted and the Clerk was readily available.

Resolve: that the above matters (a to d) are noted and that the Chamber of Commerce is again
informed of the details to Cllrs RC & NS nominated representatives from the Town Council and to
ensure that they were directly receiving information and notices of meetings etc.
176. 07/08 Planning Matters
a)

119754/001
Langford

Mr W Antonello
Millbourne Homes
Ltd
11 Christopher
Way

Erection of a attached dwelling (DEL).
Full
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Resolve;

b)

067900/024
Taylor
Resolve;

c)

A11142/000
O’Connor
Resolve;

d)

118085/012
Taylor

Resolve;
e)

117157/002
Boustead

Resolve;

f)

105061/009PG
29 Walsh

Resolve;

Proposed by Cllr AT, Seconded by Cllr JB by a vote of 13 For and 2
Against to recommend Approval.
Bankmachine Ltd
8 Town Street

Installation of a cash machine to front
elevation (DEL).

Full

Proposed by Cllr AT, Seconded by Cllr RC by a unanimous vote to
recommend Approval.
Bankmachine Ltd
8 Town Street

Installation of an illuminated
machine sign (DEL).

cash

Adverti’
sment

Proposed by Cllr AT, Seconded by Cllr RC by a unanimous vote to
recommend Approval.
Spen Hill
Developments
Ltd,
Townsend Retail
Park

Construction of A1 retail unit and A3
unit with ancillary works (DEL).
Full

Concern was raised that the outline planning approval was that for a
family pub/restaurant and that the building had already been constructed
without full planning applicantion or approval. There was already parking
congestion on the new retail development site and business use such as
proposed would be in direct competion with existing town centre traders.
Cllr Parham informed Council as to the planning requirements.
Proposed by Cllr CI, Seconded by Cllr RC by a vote of 6 For, 2 Against and
5 Abstentions to recommend Refusal.
Mr M Chappell
Land adjacent 6
Westway Lane

Erection of a two storey dwelling and
double garage to the existing dwelling
(DEL).

Full

A presentation was provided along with a question and answer session by
Mr Lee Wright, Architect for the application. Mr Taffy Stride raised concern
as to the overlooking of and to the detriment of the street scene / value
to the adjoining properties as well as loss of trees and unacceptable
access arrangements.
Cllr Kinison apologised for not declaring and personel interest earlier on
the matter and would not vote on the matter. Cllr Kinison remained at the
meeting.
Proposed by Cllr AT, Seconded by Cllr JP by a vote of 10 For, 3 Against
and 1 Abstention to recommend Approval.
Mr & Mrs Minns
The Priory,
Draycott Road

Proposed felling of a Western Red
Cedar in a conservation area (DEL)

CA
Felling
Trees

Proposed by Cllr ML, Seconded by Cllr JM by a vote of 13 For and 2
Against to recommend Refusal. The Council view no valid reason for the
tree to be felled and the technical report had not been copied with the
application. It was considered that the tree required maintenance rather
than felling.

177. 07/08 Other Planning Matters
a. Tesco / Haskins Stakeholders Meeting – Cllr CL provided a detailed update following the
meeting held Thursday 4 October 2007. The next meeting is programmed for early January 08.
Cllr RC raised concern as to the Public Safety during this year’s carnival at the boundary and
low wall between Tesco and Townsend highway. He suggested that Tesco and the Carnival
Committee be advised and look to provide some form of barriers / cordoning. Concern was also
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raised that Tesco had not complied with the original tree planting scheme and that the mass
expanse of the tarmac car park had not been softened by the landscaping. Cllr JP provided
reasons why the amendment had taken place and that overall the number of trees had been
fully complied with. Some concern was raised as to the reasons given which appeared to have
been overcome by other similar large retail developments.
b. Review of Local Planning Policies by the Government Office for the South West – MDC
confirmed that the existing Local Plan policies are to be extended but that a list of policies
which are used in the determination of applications for planning permission had been
withdrawn.
Resolve: that the above matters (a-b) are noted and that Tesco and the Carnival Committee be
advised and look to provide some form of barriers / cordoning along the low walling boundary of
Tesco and Townsend highway for this year’s Carnival event.
178. 07/08 Portfolio Matters
Community & Leisure Portfolio – Cllr J. Marsh
a)

Hillworth
House Copper
Beech tree.
Resolve;

b)

Dispersal
Order

Resolve;

c)

Partners and
Communities
Together
(PACT)

Resolve;

Cllr Lovell raised concern as to the safety and condition of a Copper
Beech tree at Hillworth House, Waterloo Road following the recent
problems with the same species tree in Bowlish.
Proposed by Cllr ML by a unanimous vote that the Council request the
MDC Tree Officer to review the Copper Beech tree in question.
PC Steve Hubbard submitted a report which was provided to all Cllrs
and requested Councils consideration to provide written support for a
Dispersal Order to help deal with the nuisance “Boy Racers” in areas of
Tesco new and old sites, MDC car park and Station Road.
Proposed by Cllr CL, Seconded by Cllr JB by a unanimous vote that the
Town Council fully support and approve the draft Dispersal Order and
contents as provided by PC Beat Officer Steve Hubbard.
PC Steve Hubbard invited all Cllrs to the first meeting to be held at
7pm on Thursday 18 October 2007 in Peter Street Rooms. The aim of
PACT is to build trust and confidence by dealing with those issues that
have most impact in the community. The community are to identify the
top three issues and the panel will then put together a plan of action to
address the issues.
Members raised concern that this date / time also clashed with the
AGM of the Chamber of Commerce.
Proposed by Cllr JM by a unanimous vote that the matter is noted and
several members would hopefully attend.

Properties Portfolio – Cllr Champion
d)

Allotment
Expansion

Resolve;

The Portfolio Holder provided an update on progress and reaffirmed an
email copied to all members inform details and proposals sent to the
Councils solicitors for legal advice prior to proceeding. A medium tree
limb had fallen onto allotments in Whitstone Road and in consultation
with the Clerk a day-works order with Quadron Services had been
raised for its removal, which was now completed. The next allotment
inspections would take place on the 25 October and it was planned to
review the condition of trees on all the allotment sites at the same
time.
That the update and progress is noted.

5

Collett Park Portfolio – Cllr M. Robinson
e)

Contractor
Report

Resolve;

f)

Improvement
Projects

Resolve;

Quarterly report from Quadron Services Ltd.
David Littlewood had personnaly presented the report previously to all
Cllrs during the Public Forum session and there were no further
questions.
Proposed by Cllr MR, Seconded by Cllr JB by a unanimous vote that the
Park Contractors Report for the quarter period July to September 2007
(attached to these minutes) is accepted.
To note and support executive decision by Chairman and Portfolio
Holder to order the following works/budgets with the Park Contractor
under current contract conditions from the current Improvements
budget;
Supply of bulbs = £300
Supply of shrubs = £500
The portfolio holder was questioned as to the specification, type and
quantity of goods to be supplied.
Proposed by Cllr MR, Seconded by Cllr ML by a unanimous vote that
the executive decision made to spend £300 on bulbs and a further
£500 on flowering shrubs from the current improvement budgets is
ratified and supported.

Administration Portfolio – Cllr Parham
g)

106 Monies

Resolve;

To consider formal request to MDC Central Community Partnership for
allocation of 106 monies for Collett Park Lake (est £3,500 (previous
resolve of Council) and also the War Memorial to fund repairs,
restoration and cleaning (est £8,000).
Proposed by Cllr CI, Seconded by Cllr AT by a vote of 9 For, 2 Against
and 3 Abstentions that the Town Council formally request from Mendip
District Council allocation of 106 monies from the Tesco Development a
sum of £8,000 for the purpose of repairs, restoration and cleaning of
the War Memorial as per qualified specifications and quotations
received. The Town Council also formally request from Mendip District
Council allocation of 106 monies from the Tesco Development a sum of
£3,500 for construction work to the islands within the lake of Collett
Park to assist with rodent control as per qualified specifications and
quotations received.

179. 07/08 Agenda Matters for the Next Meeting – Tuesday 6 November 2007
No matters were raised.
The Chairman thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 9.15pm.
Cllr C.F. Lockey
Chairman

Signature_____________
_____/_____/_2007
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Shepton Mallet Town
Council held on 6 November 2007, in the MDC Council
Chamber, Cannards Grave Road, Shepton Mallet.
Present: Chairman - Councillor Lockey(CL)
Cllrs Bartlett(JB), Champion(RC), Ellis(ME)(7.10pm), Inchley(CI), Kinison(JK), Lovell(ML), Marsh
J(JM), Marsh T(TM), Robinson M(MR), Shearn(NS) and Taylor A(AT).
Zena Pollard (Shepton 21)

Lee Wright (Wrights Associates)

Six members of the public and one member of the press were in attendance. The Chairman
opened the meeting, welcoming members and the general public. A brief was provided on Health &
Safety requirements including emergency evacuation and assembly point procedures.
A further brief was provided as to the use of the Induction Loop facility for users of hearing aids,
use of the microphones was emphasised and informed that the meeting would be audio-taped for
internal use only. Mobile telephones were requested to be switched off or to silent mode.
180. 07/08 Public Forum
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr ML, Seconded by Cllr BC, by unanimous vote, that the meeting be
adjourned for the matter to be transacted.
Notes of the matters raised were recorded for internal use and action. Matters raised included
Poppy Appeal 2006, viability of the Town Market, Spenhill planning application, conditions of the
Recycling facilities in Commercial Road car park and the poor state of Highway repairs around the
Town.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr BC, Seconded by Cllr JP, by unanimous vote that the meeting now be
brought back into session.
181. 07/08 Apologies for absence – Cllr Gilham, Robinson S and Taylor K.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr CI, Seconded by Cllr BC, by unanimous vote that the apologies are
accepted.
182. 07/08 Members Declarations of Interests
All Cllrs declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in the Shepton Mallet Recreation Ground Trust
(Collett Park) due to being Trustees of the Charity as per dispensation afforded by the Standards
Committee for the life of the current Council.
All Cllrs declared a Personal and Non-Prejudicial Interest in the Planning Application for Plot
adjacent to 3 Park Road due to the close proximity to the Town Council offices.
Cllr CI declared a Personal and non-Prejudicial Interest in Shepton 21 as he is a member of their
Management Committee. Cllr CI als o declared a Personal and non-Prejudicial Interest in the Mendip
Junior Cross Country Run to be held in Collett Park as one of his relations took part in the event.
Resolve: that the above matters are noted and recorded.
183. 07/08 Chairman’s Announcements – The Chairman confirmed details of the Remembrance
Parade and hoped to see other Cllrs at the ceremony. A thankyou letter had been received from
Victim Support for the grant awarded by the Town Council. The Chairman highlighted the
initiative documented within a Newsletter received from Youth With A Future (YWAF) and asked
for anyone with spare one penny coins to donate them. A letter of complaint had been received
from a new resident in respect or youths and anti-social behaviour in the Market Place, a
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copy of the complaint had already been forwarded direct to the Police and Cllr MR also reported
that a response letter had also been sent to the addressee.
184. 07/08 Minutes
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on the 16 October 2007 were considered for
accuracy and content.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr CI, Seconded by Cllr ML by a unanimous vote that the Minutes of the
Town Council Meeting held on 16 October 2007 be approved as a true record and signed by the
Chairman.
185. 07/08 Matters Arising from the Minutes
a. Min 169 – Recycling Pilot – Recycling Somerset noted Councils request for Shepton Mallet to
be included within any pilot for recycling of cardboard and plastics, however the pilot would
have to be operational area led and it could not be promised that the Town would be included.
The Pilot was due to start in April 2008.
b. Min 171 / 164e – Windsor Hill Tunnels – The Clerk confirmed response advice received
from Shelia Petherbridge and Paul Tomlinson of MDC. They confirmed that there was no Right
of Way over or protection of the disused railway tunnels. In their opinion it would be very
difficult to achieve as the architectural and historical significance may be insufficient for English
Heritage to consider listing, the owner of the land was unknown and that SCC may not wish to
consider the Right of Way requirement due to the liability of the structure.
c. Min 178a – Copper Beech Tree, Hillworth House - MDC confirmed due to significant
backlog of received applications that they aim to respond to Councils enquiry within 28 days
from 29 October 2007.
d. Min 178g – 106 Funding Request – MDC confirmed that funding from the Tesco 106 funds
to the maximum value of £8,000 for the restoration, repair and cleaning of the War Memorial
had been approved and payment would be made on receipt of Invoice and copy invoices of the
contractors work. Guy Braga MDC also confirmed that the request for a further £3,465 of the
106 monies to funding works in Collett Park lake had not been presented to MDC as the work
was deemed not eligible due to Collett Park being outside of the area boundary that the S106
monies are allocated.
Resolve; that the above matters (a to d) are noted. District Cllrs are to take up the matter of the
106 funding request of £3,645 for Collett Park and the Clerk is instructed to write formally to MDC
requesting that the matter be placed on the next agenda for consideration by their Central Mendip
Community Partnership.
186. 07/08 Somerset County Council
a. Highway Matters - Cllr MR confirmed that Cllr SR had a meeting arranged with the head of
Somerset Highways to which Jeff Bunting was also to attend to review current Highway matters
of yellow restriction lineage to Charlton Road, pedestrian safety to Waterloo Road, Whitstone
School pedestrian crossing and the sewerage problems at Whitstone Road.
b. Future Waste Planning In Somerset – Issues and Options Consultation – The Clerk
confirmed that consultation documents had been received which would run for 8 weeks, ending
on 15 December. A pro-forma was also received to respond to 19 set questions.
Resolve: that he above matters (a & b) are noted. The Chairman and Clerk are to review the
Future Waste Planning pro-forma and submit an appropriate response to the set questions by the
required date.
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187. 07/08 Mendip District Council –
Cllr JP informed that MDC would be looking to relax their car parking charges on the run up to the
Christmas period and that the Spenhill planning application relating to the Costa Coffee / Retail
units had now been referred up to the MDC Planning Board for consideration in the near future.
Resolve: that the above matter is noted.
188. 07/08 Shepton 21 Regeneration Partnership
Zena Pollard, Chairman of Shepton 21 provide an update to progress to numerous projects which
included, CATEC which was still awaiting a decision from the RDA, the Links project had now been
expanded with the inclusion of Evercreech. Fran Wulf had now been employed as a Town Centre
Manager dealing with day to day matters which included Marketing of the Town Centre, the
Winter Wonderland event which included Switching On of the Christmas Lights programmed for
Friday 30 November. This would hopefully include a Tombola event to raise money for youth
group projects.
A Senior Citizen Day event was to be held on the 3 December with public transport made
available to bus Senior Citizens into the Town Centre and also a Church Service was to be held.
The recent Food Event had been a success and they were currently working with Whitstone
School on their Citizens Program. They were also looking to set up a Young Peoples Forum. The
Shepton 21 website had been recently updated and the Historical Plaque project was well
underway. It was envisaged that training for Trustees would take place in early 2008.
It was hoped to provide an update to the Artworks event at the next meeting and it was
considered that this event would run again next year. Whitstone College was looking to
undertake Foundation Status and a consultation meeting was to be held at the College on
th
November 20 to which all were invited. Zena then undertook a question and answer session
with Cllrs and confirmed that Shepton 21 was not expecting any monies from the Town Council in
the next fiscal year.
The Chairman confirmed that any financial proposals should be put and dealt with by the Precept
Working Party due to meet on the 27 November and thanked Zena for her detailed update which
was much appreciated by all. Zena then left the meeting.
189. 07/08 Matters to be Noted
a)

Youth With A
Future

October Newsletter distributed to all Cllrs

b)

Internal Audit –
Fair Account

Half Yearly audit arranged for Tuesday 20 November 2007 at 10am.
A further date / visit following this will be arranged to review Internal
Controls and Risk Assessments.

c)

Partners &
Communities
Together (PACT)

Notes of the meeting held 18 October 2007 listing three highest
priorities. (copy to each Cllr).

d)

Garston Street
Amenity Land

The Clerk confirmed that license had been agreed for contractors to
enter the land and carry out improvement works to the culvert by
placing a trash screen. The work would commence on the 5
November 20007 and be completed within two weeks.

e)

Twinning
Association

Minutes of the meeting of the Twinning Association held on 6 October
were available from the TC office. It was confirmed within the
minutes that the Twinning Association had resolved to accept
Quadron’s offer regarding the missing display cabinet.

f)

Mendip Strategic
Partnership

Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 18 September 2007 are
available from the TC office.

Resolve: Proposed by Cllr BC, Seconded by Cllr CI, by unanimous vote that the above matters (a
to f) are noted.
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190. 07/08 Planning Matters
a)

117618/002
Boustead

Resolve;

b)

101069/015
Boustead

Resolve;

c)

104850/008PG
29 Walsh
Resolve;

d)

120062/000
Walker
Resolve;

e)

120009/001
Boustead
Resolve;

f)

A11139/001
Rodzaj

Resolve;

g)

112902/007
Jarrold

Resolve;

h)

112902/008
Jarrold

Crabb
Construction Ltd
Land rear of 6 &
6A Peter Street

Erect three storey building containing
three flats, layout parking and amenity
area, under existing access (DEL).

Full

Lee Wright from Wrights Associates provided a short presentation to the
proposals.
Proposed by Cllr CI, Seconded by Cllr AT by a vote of 11 For and 2
Abstentions to recommend Approval, subject to inclusion of improved and
inkeeping detailing especially around the windows and exterior doorways.
Dr & Mrs P
Whitaker
Plot adjacent 3
Park Road

Erection of a dwelling (DEL)
Full

Proposed by Cllr AT, Seconded by Cllr CI by a vote of 8 For, 3 Against and
2 Abstentions to recommend Refusal due to overdevelopment and
possible conflict with the adjoining and recently restored listed building on
the western boundary.
Mrs O P Bailey
3 Coombe Lane

Proposed felling of a Norway Spruce
Tree in a Conservation Area (DEL)

CA
Felling
Trees

Proposed by Cllr AT, Seconded by Cllr CI by a vote of 12 For and 1
Against to recommend Approval.
D M York
Belstone,
Cannards Grave

New porch, replace flat roof with pitch
and add conservatory (DEL).

Full

Proposed by Cllr AT, Seconded by Cllr JP by a vote of 12 For and 1
Abstention to recommend Approval.
Mr G Tresidder
3 Thorne Lane

Convert loft and insert three dormer
windows (DEL).

Full

Proposed by Cllr CI, Seconded by Cllr BC by a vote of 11 For and 2
Abstentions to recommend Refusal due to design not inkeeping. This was
a newly built property and was designed as existing to which there should
be no change.
Argos Distribution
Ltd
Argos Extra Store
Station Road

4 x illuminated fascia signs to front
elevation (DEL)

Adverti’
sment

Proposed by Cllr BC, Seconded by Cllr CL by a vote of 7 For, 4 Against
and 2 Abstentions to recommend Approval.
Mr & Mrs Johnson
41 Boards Cross

Erection of garage, garden room and
conversion of garden store/ car port
(DEL)

Full

Lee Wright from Wrights Associates provided a short presentation to the
proposals.
Proposed by Cllr BC, Seconded by Cllr AT by a vote of 11 For, 1 Against
and 1 Abstention to recommend Approval.
Mr & Mrs Johnson
41 Boards Cross

Erection of garage, garden room and
conversion of garden store/ car port
(DEL)

LBCalter /
extend
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Resolve;

Lee Wright from Wrights Associates provided a short presentation to the
proposals.
Proposed by Cllr BC, Seconded by Cllr AT by a vote of 11 For, 1 Against
and 1 Abstention to recommend Approval.

191. 07/08 Other Planning Matters
a. MDC Planning Decisions not in accord with the Town Councils Recommendations
i. Shepton Mallet Motors– Vehicle Preparation Bays – TC recommended refusal 4/9 –
MDC Granted Planning Permission
ii. Townsend Shopping Park – Totem Sign – TC recommended refusal 5/6 – MDC Granted
Planning Permission.
iii. Townsend Shopping Park – Free Standing Advertisement Board – SMTC
Recommended Refusal – MDC Approved;
iv. 27 Cowl Street – Erection of dwelling and associated parking - SMTC Recommended
Refusal – MDC Approved;
v. Tesco Stores, Townsend – Various shop signage - SMTC Recommended Refusal – MDC
Approved.
b. Land off Westway Lane – Erection of 8 Dwellings – Will be considered at MDC Planning
Board on Wednesday 7/11 starting at 6pm. (to note)
c. Land Adjoining the Highwayman – Residential Development – Informal Hearing to the
Planning Appeal to take place in the MDC Council Chamber on 12 December 2007 at 10am.(to
note)
d. Street Naming – Land off Hitchen Lane – Bellway Homes requested Councils consideration
as to possible street names for this residential development.
e. Wolff Stone, Units 9, 10 and 10a Fosse Lane Trading Estate – MDC confirmed that
although the unlawful B2 use issued under an Enforcement Notice had not been complied with
on the required date of the 5 July 2007 this had now been complied with as from the 24
October. MDC would not be instigating proceedings for this lapse due to public interest. A copy
letter received from the Whitstone Rise Action Group raised concern and considered that the
matter was not closed. Mr Harry Fellows on behalf of the Action Grouped expressed his thanks
to the Town Council for support in the matter.
Resolve: Proposed by Cllr CI, Seconded by Cllr BC, by unanimous vote hat the above matters (ai/v
to e) are noted. Suggested names by any Cllr for item (c) above are to be submitted to the Clerk
as soon as possible and that no further action is to be taken regarding item (e).
192. 07/08 Portfolio Matters
Community & Leisure Portfolio – Cllr J. Marsh
a)

b)

Somerset Arts
Week

Request was received for support contribution of £30 and links to
website and/or information to be displayed.

Resolve;

Proposed by Cllr MR, Seconded by Cllr JK by a vote that of 8 For, 3
Against and 2 Abstentions that the Council do not support the
requested contribution but to approve the Clerks actions to date by
provision of links between the websites and displaying relevant
information on Public notice boards.

Waterloo Road
Safety

Cllr CI requested Council to consider funding a public postcard
campaign (as previous undertook for Paul Street) with a view to
achieve Somerset Highways to install 20mph speed limit and other
public safety measures within Waterloo Road. A draft template design
of the response postcard had been designed and costing obtained from
Capita at £9 for 300 copies to be printed on suitable card. Cllr CI was
thanked for his work on the initiative to date.
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Resolve;

c)

Speed Control

Resolve;

d)

Christmas
Lighting
Scheme

Proposed by Cllr CI, Seconded by Cllr NS by a vote of 12 For and 1
Abstention that the design is approved subject to being addressed to
Sonia Davidson-Grant, Corporate Director or Roads and Transport at
SCC and costs of £9 for printing 300 number postcards are also
approved.
Letter was received from Action A371 which invited the Town Council
to participate with two other Councils with a view to bid for funding for
reactive speed advisory measures.
Proposed by Cllr RC by a vote of 12 For and 1 Abstention that the Town
Council fully support the initiative and request that Action A371 take
the lead in the matter. It was also considered that the signs displaying
“Slow Down” should be used in preference to those that displayed the
actual speed of the vehicle concerned.
Cllrs were provided with an update following award of a new 2 + 1
year term contract to WGS Power and Lighting Ltd of Wootton Bassett.
Switch On programmed for Friday 30 November at 6pm. Additional
used displays for the two roundabouts had also been purchased.
The Clerk confirmed that the £10,000 donation by Tesco Stores Limited
for the Christmas Lights had now been received and banked. The Clerk
requested council support to hold the balance sum until this years
accounts for the Christmas Lighting scheme were completed early in
the New Year and then for the balance sum to be paid over to the
Chamber of Commerce.

Resolve;

e)

Market Place

Resolve;

Proposed by Cllr BC, Seconded by Cllr CL by a unanimous vote that the
matter is noted and the Clerks proposals approved.
A complaint was received regarding disruptive youth activity and
enquiry as to what actions are being taken. The Clerk had sent an
initial response and also copied full details to the Police. Cllr MR had
already confirmed previously at the meeting that an acknowledgement
letter had been sent direct. Cllr NS considered that the Council should
write to the Youth Services to see what help they could bring to the
matter.
Proposed by Cllr CI that the matter is noted and that he would take the
matter forward within the Youth Forum of Shepton 21.

Properties Portfolio – Cllr Champion
f)

Allotment
Expansion
Proposals

Resolve;

2/10 Previous resolve of Council as follows; by a unanimous vote that
the Portfolio Holder and Clerk have the full support of Council to
proceed with the Action Plan dated 25 September 2007 (attached to
these minutes) utilising existing funds from the Properties Maintenance
budget heading.
Briefing Note was received from legal advisors along with advice from
SALC and Council was requested to review the current resolve in light
of new legal advice.
Proposed by Cllr CI, Seconded by Cllr NS by a vote of 12 For and 1
Abstention that the legal advice and conclusion is accepted. The
Portfolio Holder is to continue with raising public awareness by way of
press articles, public notices etc with a view to identifcation of
ownership but not to proceed with any on site works. At the same time
Mendip District Council is to be formally requested to exercise its power
under section 10(I) of the Allotment Act 1922 to enter the land to
provide allotment gardens and to appoint Shepton Mallet Town Council
as its manager under Section 29 of the Small Holdings and Allotment
Act 1908.
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Collett Park Portfolio – Cllr M. Robinson
g)

Memorial
Plaque Policy
Resolve;

h)

Tree Works

Resolve;

i)

Mendip Junior
Cross Country
Run
Resolve;

A request had been received to site a Memorial Plaque within the Park,
and Council was requested to consider this request and future policy.
Proposed by Cllr MR, Seconded by Cllr JB by a unanimous vote that this
one request is approved subject to the materials being of the same
quality and size as existing plaques and that the wording and location
to be at the Portfolio Holders discretion. The costs and maintenence
liaibility is to be fully the responsibility of the donor. Any additional
requests received are to be submitted to Council for further
consideration.
Decay Inspections had been completed to two number trees. Review of
complete database and short survey of stock was also completed.
Proposed works for 2008 identified and also minor works that the Park
Contractor could undertake. Invoice received from Tree Consultant for
this work (refer to payment listing) and a further invoice from All Tree
Services for decay inspections was still to be received. This concluded
all works for current year. Cllr MR also reported that the bulb planting
was progressing with some 100 bulbs being planted yesterday by
Whitstone College students supported by the Park Keeper and herself.
That the matter is noted and Jack Pines invoice relating to Tree
Consultancy works at £275 is approved.
The Clerk confirmed that the annual event normally held in February
had been rescheduled for pm on Tuesday 13 November 2007 and
requested approval for the event to be held within Collett Park.
Proposed by Cllr MR by a unanimous vote that use of Collett Park for
the Mendip Junior Cross Country Run is approved.

Administration Portfolio – Cllr Parham
j)

Precept
2008/09

Resolve;
k)

Pilot
Restructure
Nov 07 to May
08
Resolve;
Resolve;

Draft budget and precept for 2008/09 was previously provided to all
Cllrs. The Precept Working Party are to meet at 7pm Tuesday 27
November 2007 in the TC Office to work up proposals. All submissions
and requests for inclusion are t o be submitted to the Clerk by Monday
19 November.
Proposed by Cllr JP by unanimous vote that the matter is noted.
Council considered proposals as set in Appendix to current Standing
Orders and Financial Regulations to operate until May 2008. Drafts had
already been provided to all Cllrs including a revised meeting schedule.
Proposed by Cllr JB, Seconded by Cllr CL by a vote of 9 For, 1 Against
and 3 Abstentions that the proposed Pilot Structure is to operate over
an initial twelve month period before evaluation.
Proposed by Cllr MR, Seconded by Cllr CL by a vote of 10 For, 1 Against
amd 2 Abstentions that the proposed Pilot Structure as set out in
Appendix to Standing Orders and Financial Regulations dated 6
November 2007 is approved and to operate with immediate effect until
November 2008. The Clerk is to update Standing Orders with the
agreed structure and incorporate the appendix within an amended
Standing Orders and Financial Regulations document and submit to
Council for consideration as soon as practical.
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193. 07/08 Finance
Approval of Accounts for Payment by Cheque, Direct Debit, Confidential Salary Payments and
Income for November 2007 as per Appendix “A” attached to the agenda.
Resolve; Proposed by Cllr BC, Seconded by Cllr JB by a unanimous vote that payments made by
Cheque, Direct Debit, Confidential Payments and Income received for November 2007 as per
Appendix “A” attached to these Minutes are approved.
194. 07/08 Agenda Matters for the Next Meeting
The Clerk confirmed following resolve of the pilot structure that the next meeting of the Council,
it’s Committees and Working Parties is as follows;
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

Planning Recommendations Committee – Tuesday 20 November 6.30pm
Precept Working Party – Tuesday 27 November at 7pm
Community Development Committee – Tuesday 4 December at 7pm
Service Delivery Committee – Tuesday 18 December at 7pm
Town Council – Tuesday 8 January 2008 at 7pm

Matters of Car Parking charges to Great Ostry car park, CCTV and Dustbins are to be placed on
the next appropriate agendas.
The Chairman thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 9.10pm.
Cllr C.F. Lockey
Chairman

Signature_____________
_____/_____/_2008
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A P P E N D I X
Cheque
No

Payee

Code

2315
2317
2318
2319
2320

Capita Business Services
Western Newspapers Ltd
Royal British Legion
Cheque Cancelled
Mendip District Council

4018
4066
4076

2321
2322

The Poppy Appeal
Jack Pine Tree Consultant

4036
4214

“ A ”
Total
Payment

Goods Supplied
Lamination of Posters for notice board
Christmas Lighting Advertisement
Band for Remembrance Ceremony
Writing out error
Cq 2265 3/7 Stopped due to lost in
post.
Remembrance Wreath
Collett Park Tree Works 10/06 to
10/07

£
6.91
£
88.13
£
206.00
£
£ 376,035.35
£
£

16.50
275.00

£ 376,627.89
Payments by Direct Debit
2/9/07
Market Town
4/9/07
CGU Bonus
10/9/07
Lloyds Bank
17/9/07
Plusnet Tech Ltd
28/9/07
Quadron Service Limited
28/9/07
Somerset County Council

4022
4016/4222

Website Hosting & Support
Insurance Premium

£
£

70.50
362.99

4008
4020
4200/02
4000/02

Annual Bank Charges - Sweep Facility
Broadband Subscription
Collett Park Ground Care Contract
Pension Contributions

£
£
£
£

50.00
19.99
2,604.14
511.63

£

3,619.25

Sub Total
Total =

£ 380,247.14

CONFIDENTIAL PAYMENTS
2316

Graham H Brown

4000

Town Clerk - Nov Salary 2007
Total

£
£

Grand Total

Date

Income

Code

10-Sep
12-Sep

Lloyds Banks
MDC

Bacs
Bacs

25-Oct

Glastonbury Festivals Ltd

£ 381,723.40

Total
Deposit

Category of Income
Gross Credit Interest - Monthly
Final 50% of Precept
Sponsorship Collett Park Festival
compere

Total Income =

Councillor C.F. Lockey
Chairman

Signature______________

Councillor J.D. Bartlett
Vice Chairman

Signature______________ Date___________

1,476.26
1,476.26

£
£

226.24
63,686.00

£
£

85.00
63,997.24

Date___________
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