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Minutes of a Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Council’s Open Spaces Committee 
held in the Committee Room at Mendip District Council Offices on Tuesday 13th 
August 2019 at 7.00pm.  
 
Present: Councillors B Height, E Hobbs (Chairman), T Jones, G Mayall, A McGuire, 

W Frapple, C Inchley 
 
In attendance: Cllr N Tolson, and Charlotte Starkie, Town Clerk.   
 
Public and Press: 26 members of the public  
 
Public Question Time 
 Two members of public addressed the meeting.  Comments raised in public 

question time are contained in Appendix A to the minutes. 
 
OS1.1   To nominate a Chairman 

The Chairman of the council sought nominations for the position of Chairman. 

Cllr Hobbs was proposed by Cllr Mayall and seconded by Cllr Frapple. Cllr 

Hobbs took the chair.  

 

Resolved that: 

Cllr Hobbs be the Chairman of the Open Spaces Committee.  

 
OS1.2   To nominate a Vice Chairman 

   The Chairman sought nominations for the post of Vice Chairman.  Cllr Mayall 
was proposed by Cllr Inchley and seconded by Cllr Frapple. 

 
Resolved that: 

Cllr Mayall be the Vice Chairman of the Open Spaces Committee.  

 
OS1.3   To receive any apologies for absence  
 Received from Councillor G Kennedy. 

 
OS1.4    To receive any declarations of interest in matters on this agenda 
    Cllr Hobbs declared an interest in the matter to discuss the town market.   
 
OS1.5    Chairman’s Announcements 
           There were no announcements.  
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OS1.6 To receive and approve the Minutes of the Open Spaces Committee 
Meeting held on Tuesday 9th April 2019  

 
 Resolved that:  
 The minutes were signed by the Chairman.  
  
OS1.7 Allotment Officer’s Report 
 The Town Clerk updated the meeting on outstanding matters relating to the 

allotment sites which included: 
 
Updates on fee increases, income, expenditure, tenancy agreements, the 
suggestion of the formation of an allotment association, waiting lists, meeting with 
the owner of the land at Hitchen Lane, site inspections, access issues, an update 
on the application for S106 monies to support projects to the value of £19,874, 
and the annual allotment awards. 

  
The Clerk made a proposal that allotment fees increase from 30/09/2020 
as follows:  

 Small plots from £15.00 to £16.50 
 Medium plots from £21.00 to £23.00 
 Large Plots from £35.00 to £38.50 

 
Cllr Inchley suggested that as there was an opportunity to work as a collective and 
that allotment holders may wish to form an association, which would allow them 
much greater input into the management and administration of the allotments, and 
would also enable them to apply for funding.  

  
 Resolved that: 

 Allotment fees increase as above 

 An application for S106 monies would be progressed 

 The tenancy agreements be updated 

 Allotment holders are approached to see if there is any interest in 
establishing an allotment association 

 Cllrs Mayall and Inchley will undertake the annual allotment inspections  
 

The Chairman apologised that there had been delays with processing the S106 
application and gave assurances that the matter would be moved forward. 
 
The majority of the public left the meeting at this point, with 5 members remaining.  

 
OS1.8 Buskers Charter  

The Town Clerk informed the meeting that the council had been invited to adopt 
the charter and to work collaboratively with the police and local enforcement team. 
It was proposed that the Charter be adopted. 

 
 Resolved that: 
 The Buskers Charter be adopted.  
 
OS1.9 To receive a motion from Councillor Tolson on a Community Toilet Scheme  

Councillors considered the proposal of a community toilet scheme for Shepton 
Mallet Town Centre.  Councillors were informed of the benefits of the scheme of 
the costs (approximately £900 in the first year and £600 in following years), and 
that 4 businesses in the town centre would be selected to be in the scheme.  A 
formal agreement would be entered into and the scheme would be monitored.  
Retail outlets would not be pressured into joining the scheme and there would be 
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no criticism of any business that did not want to participate in the scheme.  The 
council was aware that the scheme did not provide additional access toilets but 
that this was a step in providing free toilet facilities and water replenishment to the 
general public. It would also be a step towards invigorating the town centre.  

 
 Resolved that:   

The Town Clerk be delegated authority to roll out the scheme as outlined in the 
proposal. To advertise the scheme locally and to report back to the meeting in 
October 2019.   

 
OS1.10 To receive a motion from Councillor Tolson on a Changing Places 

Scheme  
Councillors considered the proposal to work with Mendip District Council to 
provide a ‘changing places’ toilet as close to the Town Centre as possible.  
Mendip District Council was committed to providing a facility but a suitable 
location and funding needed to be provided.  The town council would be 
asked in due course to consider a grant of £12,000 towards the costs.   

 
 Resolved that:    
 Cllr Hobbs take a proposal forward to Mendip District Council stating that the 

Town Council supported the providing of a “changing places” facility in 
principle and would be willing to consider a request for financial support in 
due course.   

 
OS1.11 Group Skateboarding lessons at the skate park 
 Councillors received a report from the Town Clerk, in relation to a request 

from an individual who wished to provide both individual and group lessons 
at the Skate Park.  The request for group lessons had been refused, pending 
a decision from this committee. 

  
 There were some opportunities from the provision of lessons (users better 

trained and encouraged to use protective equipment and that it might 
encourage others from out of town to use the park) but some negatives (that 
the lessons would require exclusive use for the duration of the lesson, that 
there was a risk of incidents, that a fee needed to be set, that the council 
could not be responsible for loss of earrings if the park needed to be closed 
for repair or maintenance).   

  
 It was agreed that the individual be allowed to provide individual lessons, but 

that the provision of group lessons be limited to 2 hours of tuition per week.  
That a proposed fee of £40 per month be provided and that terms and 
conditions be agreed.   

  
 Resolved that: 
 The Town Clerk be delegated authority to liaise with the skate boarding tutor, 

to agree that individual lessons could continue, that group lessons be limited 
to 2 hours of tuition per week and that a reasonable charge of £40 be applied, 
supported by the necessary paperwork.  

 
OS1.12 To consider the Terms of Reference of this Committee 
 The Town Clerk informed Councillors that a full review of Standing Orders 

and the Scheme of Delegation was underway across all committees.  
 The Committee had the opportunity to make amendments as necessary.   
 Councillors agreed with the proposals outlined in the report, agreed that the 

committee be called Open Spaces and that the following sentence be added.   
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 To work with other community groups and public bodies on an “operational” 
and strategic development of the town centre, encompassing regeneration of 
retail and leisure facilities  

 
 Resolved that: 
 Amendments be made to the presented Terms of Reference and a report be 

submitted to the Policy and Resources Committee for consideration.  
 
OS1.13 Utilising Section 106 monies of £15,000 on public open spaces/public 

parks 
Councillors discussed the proposal that £15,000 of Section 106 money be 
spent on public open spaces in town.  Many councillors supported this 
money being spent on the cycle path in town and requested that the matter 
be referred to the next full council meeting for consideration. 

 
 Resolved that: 
 The matter be referred to the next full council meeting.  
 
OS1.14 To Receive an update from the Town Clerk on matters affecting the 

Town Centre 
 Councillors received an update on the following matters: 
 

 Graffiti to the Market Cross. The matter had been resolved and the 
individual was being dealt with by the police.  
 

 Repairs to the Market Cross. Quotes were being obtained from a 
specialist stone mason for repairs and an update would be provided 
at the next meeting. 

 

 Arson in the Town. 5 fires across public property has been reported 
to the police.   

 

 Update on the Future High Street Fund. Whilst the bid to the fund had 
been unsuccessful there were further opportunities to apply for 
government funding, and that the efforts from the group that had met 
would not go to waste, and that the group would continue to meet to 
generate ideas and act on local initiatives.  

 

 Resurfacing on the Market Place. As there had been no activity, the 
Town Clerk had arranged a meeting with the Highways Authority on 
3rd September.  Cllr Hobbs will also attend.  Councillors were 
requested to submit to the Town Clerk any ideas for infrastructure 
improvements that might need to be included (but paid for by the town 
council) as part of the resurfacing project.  The Town Clerk would 
contact the Neighbourhood Plan Chairman for suggestions.  
 

 Festive lights.  Arrangements have been made for the installation of 
the lights in 2019.  Electrical testing and bolt testing will take place 
prior to the installation. The contract ends this year and so early in 
2020 the Town Clerk will inform the committee of what needs to 
happen in terms of tendering for a new supplier.  

 

 Strawberry Line. No update.  
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 Resolved that: 
 The report be noted.  
 
OS1.15 To note expenditure on the Committee’s Budget 

Councillors were updated on the financial position of the committee at this 
point in the financial year, as per the report provided.  
 
Councillors were also reminded of the earmarked funds that are aligned with 
the committee.  £25,000 had been placed in a fund for the replacement of 
signage and noticeboards in the town.  After a discussion it was agreed that 
the Town Clerk would commit to taking this project forward and that liaison 
with Mendip District Council would also take place to ensure that the 
appropriate signage and information boards were replaced, as well as 
seeking funding.   Cllr Frapple offered to assist with the project.  
 

 Resolved that: 

 Councillors note the financial positon of the council. 

 The Town Clerk pursue the project of replacement of signs, 
information boards and noticeboards across town with the 
assistance of Cllr Frapple.  

 
To resolve and exclude the public and press due to the confidential nature 
of the following matter 
 
The Chairman proposed, and it was agreed, that the public be excluded from the 
meeting.  Three members remained as they were presenting the report. 

 
OS1.16 Town Markets 

Councillors received a confidential report from the Town Clerk and a 
business plan with a proposal to change the management arrangements of 
the Sunday market. The matter will remain confidential until the business has 
been considered, and a resolution passed, by Mendip District Council.   

 
 Resolved that: 

 The Town Council support in principle the proposal considered and 
that this support will be shared with the applicant to strengthen their 
case to Mendip District Council  

 

 £1,000 be allocated from the Open Spaces Markets budget to support 
this venture 

 

 £2,000 be allocated from next year’s Open Spaces Events budget to 
support the entertainment that accompanies the Sunday markets. 

 
 
OS1.17 Date and time of next Meeting – 7pm, Tuesday 15th October 2019 
  
 The meeting closed at 9.20pm.  
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APPENDIX A TO THE MINUTES OF THE OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE MEETING 
HELD ON 13TH AUGUST 2019  
 
A representative from Hitchen Lane allotment site congratulated the town council on 
achieving the Green Flag award for Collett Park.   
 
However he raised several concerns in relation to the allotment sites: 
 
That whilst allotment holders had been assured that improvements would be made to 
the allotments with Section 106 money, following information in 2012, 2015 and 2017, 
no progress had been made, nor had the allotment holders been informed of the 
reasons for the delay 
 
That there is no access for an ambulance or heavy machinery to Hitchen Lane 
 
That the request for a gate onto the allotment site from The Sidings had not been 
progressed. 
 
That the council must get on with the outstanding work and keep allotment holders 
informed of progress 
 
Another representative from Whitstone Road allotments echoed the sentiments of the 
previous speaker.  
 
The Chairman of the Council responded to the statement above stating that the council 
had been very busy, there had been staff changes and whilst people have the right to 
be disappointed with a lack of progress, could they be patient while the council moves 
the matter forward. 
 


