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Minutes of a Meeting of Shepton Mallet Town Council’s Open Spaces Committee 
held in the Asham Committee Room at Mendip District Council Offices on Tuesday 
15th October 2019 at 7.00pm.  
 
Present: Councillors B Height, E Hobbs (Chairman), G Mayall, A McGuire, W Frapple, 

C Inchley 
 
In attendance: Charlotte Starkie, Town Clerk and Cllr G Kennedy  
 
Public and Press: 11 members of the public.  
 
Public Question Time:  Questions raised by members of the public are contained at 
Appendix A.  
 
OS2.1   To receive any apologies for absence  
 Apologies received from Councillor T Jones. 
  
OS2.2    To receive any declarations of interest in matters on this agenda 
     There were no declarations of interest.      
 
OS2.3    Chairman’s Announcements 
           There were no announcements.  
 
OS2.4 To receive and approve the Minutes of the Open Spaces Committee 

Meeting held on Tuesday 13th August 2019  
 Councillors accepted the minutes of the previous meeting as a true record 

of proceedings.  
 
 Resolved that:  
 The minutes be signed by the Chairman.  
  
OS2.5 To Receive the updated Allotment Officer’s Report 
 Councillors received an update from the Town Clerk: To note:  

 There had been a plot fee increase for 2020/21 and this had been 
communicated to all allotment holders.   

 The waiting list was being considered as this is the time of year when 
some people might choose to give up their allotment.   

 New tenancy agreements had been prepared and issued to all 
allotment holders.    

 A newsletter had been distributed.   

 Two members of staff were attending some allotment training and an 
allotment officer’s forum.   
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 The staff had met with a representative of the landlord at Hitchen 
Lane who had informed them that it was not possible to create a new 
entrance into the allotment site, due to the legal issues around the 
creation of a new right of way 

 The landlord of Hitchen Lane had confirmed that the lease for the land 
could continue to roll over on an annual basis 

 The allotment awards would be presented at the Council meeting on 
26th November. 

 An allotment management plan had been created that considered all 
the tasks and administration associated with the management of the 
allotments over a year period. 

 A meeting had been held with 2 representatives from the allotment 
sites 

 That the allotment users would be strongly encouraged to establish a 
devolved management style of allotment association, and that 
information on how to be do this would be shared by the staff after 
attending the training 

 That many hours of work had been put into the management of the 
allotments and the S106 application would be made in due course 

 That consideration be given for the creation of a spare allotment that 
would be allocated to a group that looks after people with mental 
health issues  

 
 Resolved that: 
 The report be noted . 

 
That information be shared on the creation of a developed management allotment 
society 
 
That the Town Clerk be delegated responsibility to enquire about mental health 
charities who might be interested in managing an allotment 

   
OS2.6 To receive an update on the Community Toilet Scheme 
 The Town Clerk gave a verbal update on the scheme.  Two businesses had 

signed up with enquiries being made about one other business. The Publicity 
and signage was being designed and it was hoped that the scheme would 
launch in December 2019. 

  
 Resolved that: 
 The update be noted. 
 
 OS2.7 To consider the sitting of new litter bins and dog waste bins in town 
 The Town Clerk presented a report listing the location of 10 proposed dog 

and litter bins with costs.  
 
 Resolved that: 
 The Town Clerk be delegated authority to proceed with the project:   To 

identify if the locations are suitable, to undertake public consultation. 
  
 A further request was made that the litter bins in the town centre also be 

replaced. 
 
OS2.8 To consider the installation of a new Defibrillator in Tadley Acres 

The Town Clerk updated the meeting on a request to consider the placement 
of a new defibrillator in Tadley Acres, which funds were being raised for by 
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residents.  The issue was its specific location, as ideally the defibrillator 
should be placed on a public building with an electricity supply.   
 

 Resolved that: 
The Town Clerk be delegated authority to make enquiries of a suitable 
location.  

  
OS2.9 To Receive an update from the Town Clerk on matters affecting the 

Town Centre 
 Councillors received an update on the following matters: 

 Repairs to the Market Cross were underway 

 Resurfacing of the Market Place. An update would be made to a full 
council meeting in due course. However, a compromise would have to 
be made as the funds would not stretch to the whole area as previously 
anticipated.  It was likely that the scheme would be done in 2 phase with 
the town council having to make a further contribution, but that this was 
essential if the town centre was to be regenerated. 

 Festive Lights, tree and turn-on event was being held on Friday 29th 
November 2019.  All enquiries for the event to be made to the Chamber 
of Commerce.  

 Sunday Markets. Management of the Sunday markets had been 
transferred to the Shepton Experience and their launch market would be 
on Sunday 24th November.   

 The Strawberry Line project had not progressed due to obstacles by 
others.  It was agreed that it would be prudent to write to the Secretary 
of State for Environment, Food and Rural affairs to complain about the 
restrictions that are placed on development in rural areas that restricts 
innovative development  

 
 Resolved that: 
 The report be noted 
 
 The Town Clerk to write a letter as above. 
  
OS2.10 To note expenditure on the Committee’s Budget and to consider any 

projects for 2020/21 and the impact on the overall budget for 2020/21 
 
Councillors received a financial report on committee expenditure up to the 
end of September 2019. Councillors considered the budget requirements 
for 2020/21.  In addition to the proposals in the report councillors requested 
that the following be added to the budget for inclusion in the 
recommendation to the Policy and Resources Committee:  
 
An additional £15,000 into an existing fund to invest into new signage and 
street furniture.  
An additional £10,000 to be added to the precept to create a capital 
replacement fund for the eventual replacement of play equipment and the 
skate part. 
 

 Resolved that: 
 The report be noted 
 

That a request for the Committee budget to the Policy and Resources 
Committee include a further £15,000 for signage and street furniture and 
£10,000 into a capital replacement programme 
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OS2.11 Date and time of next Meeting – 7pm, Tuesday 3rd December 2019 
  
 The meeting closed at 2005 hrs.  
 
Public Question Time 
A representative from the allotments asked if the council would consider setting aside 
an allotment for use by those being supported by mental health services.  The waiting 
list would need to be satisfied but after this a plot could be made available.  The matter 
would be discussed in the meeting at the relevant point. 
 
 


